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 We are continuing on in our “Church in Motion” sermon series. This week we are 
talking about community. What is a community? Geographically speaking, it is people 

who live in the same area. It is a neighborhood. It is a city. It is a specific region. There 
are communities that are not geographically linked. These kind of communities have 

some basic characteristic that links the members and they purposefully come together 
around that commonality. Technically communities can be as large as you wish to define 

them. However, the idea of community, especially in dealing with a locale, is generally 
seen as being slightly smaller and isolated to a specific area - such as our neighborhood 

or a slightly larger area of our city. 

 Nowadays, it can be slightly easier than it has been in the past to connect with a 
community. We have ways of connecting with people which didn’t exist before. We can 

go online and link up with any number of people over any number of topics. Our world is 
getting smaller in that we can reach out to practically anyone anywhere at any time. 

Just for fun, I investigated some of the online communities that exist, people coming 
together over a love of a certain idea or topic. And it is amazing of what I found. For the 

record, I am not trying to make fun of any of these. I just find them intriguing. 
 There is a community on counting. People who go to the group literally add one 

number to the previous number posted on the message thread. (One group I found is 
well over 4 million at this point.) There is a community about birds with arms. In this 

group people take pictures of birds and photoshop arms onto them. (Some are quite 
humorous.) There is a community that exists to discuss carpets in airports. Here people 

post pictures of carpets from airports and then comment about them and sometimes 
rate them. It is also fun to look at the some of the things that people do on those 

carpets such as the funny sleeping positions, or random power strips with a dozen 

different plugs coming out of them. You can pretty much find other people interested in 
any topic that you are interested in from all around the world. And in doing so, you can 

join in that community.  
 The Church is a community where we focus on Christ and come together in our 

worship of the One True God. The local church functions in the same faith, but we gather 
in this space for location purposes, and also because of a shared understanding of being 

the church. Let’s face it, if people do not like how a church functions, they tend to find a 
church in their area that they do like. That is one of the basic reasons we have so many 

Christian denominations (more than 45,000 worldwide). Because there was something 
that people did not agree on, (maybe theological, liturgical, practical, or for some other 

reason) and so they formed a different church so that they could carry out their faith in 
their own specific way. 

 Regardless, the local church is a community of itself, functioning in a local 
geographical community as part of a much larger Christian community. I always love the 

fact that when a pastor in our denomination is appointed to a church, it is an 



 

 

appointment to the church and the community. It is expected that we serve not only 

those sitting in the pews, but to be in service to those around the church. It is important 
then, that the local church create ministries, events, and opportunities to reach out into 

the surrounding community and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ with all of those 
around. And when that happens, communities start to improve because we work 

together to make things better. And likewise, churches begin to grow because the 
people can see God at work and they find the love of God that they may have been 

missing. 
 However, it can be hard being the church in the community, especially coming out 

of this pandemic. Every pastor that I have talked to recently has said pretty much the 
same thing - churches are finding it hard to plan for things such as ministries, special 

events, or other activities. Coming out of this pandemic we don’t look the same as we 
did going in. We all look older, and I am sure many of us are feeling it too. We have 

some newer members! But some of our members are no longer with us. Some have 
passed away. Some have moved out of the area. Some are going elsewhere. Some are 

not going to church anywhere. We are also doing things differently than before. We are 

able to stream services, meetings and events. But we have also had to alter how we do 
things for health and safety reasons. By losing historical knowledge of some of our 

members about what has happened before, mixed with the notion that there are 
changes that have been made and need to be made, along with changing availability of 

volunteers and health and safety concerns, churches are struggling to find a groove in 
which they can function. Even at our ministerium meeting this week, this was the topic 

of the devotional. That planning for events and ministries can be hard. It then becomes 
easy for churches to become discouraged and clamp down and circle in on themselves in 

order to try and protect themselves.  
 Now there is a difference between that type of behavior and what I talked about 

two weeks ago. It is important for churches to work on themselves, to be focused on 
who they are and training members to lead and DO within the church. But that is 

different from retreating back into the church. Because when we retreat in on ourselves, 
there is no real drive or no real motivation to do what the church was meant to do, to 

spread the Good News of Jesus Christ with our community and the world. The focus then 

just becomes self-preservation and survival. When this happens it is easy to simply go 
through the motions. If there is no drive or desire to move, what we do then becomes 

somewhat stagnant. 
 In our scripture today, God is talking about fasting. Fasting is a spiritual discipline 

where we do without something (be it a food or an activity) in order to spend more time 
with God. Just before our scripture, God informed the people that their fasting had 

become stale. The chapter begins with the idea that the people were seeking out God 
and eager to hear from God, but it seemed as if they were not being heard. And the 

rational was that they fasted and fasted but it did not seem like God noticed them. 

 God’s response was a little different than what I’m sure they expected. “Yet on the 

day of your fasting, you do as you please and exploit all your workers. Your fasting ends 

in quarreling and strife, and in striking each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as 
you do today and expect your voice to be heard on high. Is this the kind of fast I have 

chosen, only a day for people to humble themselves? Is it only for bowing one’s head 

like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you call a fast, a day 



 

 

acceptable to the Lord?” (Isaiah 58:3b-5). In other words, they went through the 

ritualistic motions of being religious, but as soon as they were done nothing changed. 
They did not fast for the right reasons, in fact they took advantage of people while they 

were supposedly doing their religious duty. They would fast as an obligation or a duty to 
God, just to end up fighting with each other when they were done. They did what they 

thought was the right actions - being in worship of God - but their hearts were not in it 
and their behavior was not changed by that time they spent with God. And then they 

wondered why God didn’t listen to them! 
 Now you may be thinking, what does this have to do with community? In our 

scripture starting in verse 6 we see what God wants from the people. God does not want 
religiosity because it is the ritualistic thing to do, because that is how it was always done 

and we are supposed to do it that way. God wants us to be religious in another way, a 
way that affects others, a way that has heart and motivation in it. And that type of 

action - that type of worship - influences our community. 
 We are to loose the bands of injustice, undo the straps of the yoke of oppression. 

Some translations actually say “wickedness” instead of “injustice.” God is not saying that 

people should not be punished for what they did. But God is saying that there are plenty 
of people out there who have been wrongly accused and convicted. They have been 

bound in unnatural and unethical ways. They should be released. And the church should 
fight for that. To actively fight against injustice and oppression. Likewise God tells us to 

give food to the hungry, find shelter for the wanderer (or the homeless), and clothe the 
naked.  

 This scripture is all about serving the community. That is what God wants our 
religiosity to look like. And what we do is supposed to benefit all people, not just people 

that think or act like us. Because how can we reach people who do not know God if we 
are unwilling to reach out to people who do not know God. God wants those actions of 

seeking justice, fighting oppression, and helping those in need to become second nature 
for us so that all will come to know the love of God. Not just some. 

 Our faith is supposed to change us. Our faith is supposed to influence us. How can 
we stand in the presence of an all-powerful and all-loving God and not be affected by it? 

At this church, we expect to be in God’s presence. That is one of the vision statements 

of this church - to experience Christ. We should not just read the Bible, or pray, or go to 
church for the sake of doing those things if it has no bearing on who we are. We expect 

to experience Jesus in those ways and in those activities, and that should influence us 
daily. We can’t claim to follow God and then justify treating people poorly, regardless of 

who they are or even if they believe something completely different than us. God made 
all people, and God loves all people, and God wants US to love all people.  

 Our faith is to guide us and to be with us every step of the way. Everywhere we go 
and all that we do is to be influenced by who we are in Christ. It’s not just something we 

take off the shelf when we go to church. It needs to be more than simply a day of our 
week where we humble ourselves (to quote Isaiah 58:6). It needs to be more than that. 

Our faith needs to be put into action. Tying in our sermon series verse with today’s 
message, James 2:14-18 tells us, “What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 

claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them? Suppose a brother or 
a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace; keep 

warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? In the 



 

 

same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. But someone will 

say, ‘You have faith; I have deeds.’ Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show 
you my faith by my deeds.” Our faith is to be evident in what we do. And our community 

is watching us. 
 God created us to be social people. The church was created to be a community 

where believers can join together with the mission of spreading the love of God. Yes, 
other things take place in the church like worship, fellowship, learning, training, and 

growing. But ultimately we exist to better this community and this world by taking God 
outside of these walls. 

 And it doesn’t have to be just as part of a mission or ministry of this church, 
although that does help, But it should be reflected in our personal lives as well. Our 

church does a pretty good job of reaching out into our surrounding community. We help 
feed the hungry as we collect food for Manna on Main Street. (And side note: we are 

looking at starting up cooking meals for them again.) We collect clothing to be 
distributed through different organizations. We will even be supporting an effort in 

Philadelphia through our Mission of the Month in December that will be providing homes 

for the homeless. And we do so many great things already, but there is always room for 
improvement. 

 Our scripture tells us that when we do those things (I like how the NIV puts it), 
“The Lord will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and 

will strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose 
waters never fail. Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old 

foundations; you will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with 
Dwellings” (Isaiah 58:11-12). 

 When we do what God wants and follow God’s heart and spread God’s love, we will 
rebuild our communities. And let’s face it, many in our community have struggled over 

the past few years. There has been fighting and violence in many communities. And 
things are not as they should be. There is a lot of rebuilding to be done, but we need to 

make it more personal than just joining a ministry and putting in our time as a 
volunteer.  

 Reaching out and creating a better community means that we need to take God 

with us wherever we go. When we are at home, are we nice neighbors? When we are at 
a store, our we pleasant customers? When we are walking along the street, are we 

courteous? When we see someone in need, are we helpful? When we see someone 
hurting, are we compassionate? When we see injustice, do we speak up? When we see 

oppression, do we fight for them? 
 God has freed us from our sins, and for that we should give God our very lives. 

But what God wants from us is to treat people like the valued creations they are - ones 
that are loved by God. And when we do that, we can transform lives in the love of 

Christ. That is the mission of this church, and it should be the mission of us all. I pray 
that the Holy Spirit burn in us so that our faith will guide us out into this community to 

bring more and more people into the love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord and 
Savior. 


