A CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OF CAROLS,
COMMUNION AND CANDLELIGHTING
DECEMbER 24, 2020
8:00 p.M.

ORDER OF WORSHIP
GATHERING
WELCOME
GREETING
PRELUDE
ADVENT READING: Luke 2:1, 3-7
HYMN

“God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”

“Old Little Town of Bethlehem”
PROCLOMATION AND RESPONSE
OLD TESTAMENT READING: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
Reader: The Word of God, Jesus the Christ, has been born for us.
People: Glory to God in the highest!
HYMN
“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”
GOSPEL READING: Luke 2:8-20
ANTHEM
“Sleeping Adonai”

arr. R. Elmore

Readers, The Iseman Family
No. 230, v. 1, 4
Pg. 638 (NRSV)

No. 240, v. 1, 3
Pg. 58-59 (NRSV)
by Heather Sorenson

sung by Chancel Choir
Rev. Hopple

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
“God’s Gift for Us - The Gift of a Savior”
PASTORAL PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

HYMN
“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”
No. 224, v. 1, 2
THE CONGREGATION’S PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord, forgive us. We have failed to be a completely obedient people. Show us the better way to
live. Show us how to follow You more closely. Show us the fullness of Your love so we may better
love You in return. May our lives be ones of service, carrying the light of Your Gospel into this
darkened world. Amen.
TIME OF PERSONAL CONFESSION – in silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE: John 12:44-47
“Then Jesus cried aloud: ‘Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent me. And
whoever sees me sees him who sent me. I have come as light into the world, so that everyone
who believes in me should not remain in the darkness. I do not judge anyone who hears my words
and does not keep them, for I came not to judge the world, but to save the world.’”
PASSING OF THE PEACE – Give a hearty yuletide greeting to fellow worshipers!
OFFERTORY
“Still, Still, Still”
arr. L. McKechnie
HOLY COMMUNION
CANDLE LIGHTING READING: John 1:1-5, 14
Pg. 106 (NRSV)
The flame that we hold, be it by candle or light, symbolizes the light of God’s love shown for us. He
illuminates our lives and instructs us to take His light into the world. As we close by singing Silent
Night, may we allow the Son of God, love’s pure light to enter into our lives, and may we share that
light with others.
HYMN
“Silent Night, Holy Night”
No. 239
(Please raise your candle on the final verse.)
DISMISSAL
POSTLUDE
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
arr. D. Wood

Advent Reading
Luke 2:1, 3-7 (New Revised Standard Version)
The Birth of Jesus
2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph
also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of
David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and
who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for
them in the inn.

Old Testament Reading
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 (New Revised Standard Version)
2 The

people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness—
on them light has shined.
6 For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
7 His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Gospel Reading
Luke 2:8-20 (New Revised Standard Version)
8 In

that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
14 “Glory

to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

15 When

the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to
one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16 So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had
been told them.

Candle Lighting Reading
John 1:1-5, 14 (New Revised Standard Version)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 14 And the Word
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

Contact Us!
1020 S. Valley Forge Road, Lansdale, PA 19446
Church Website
www.cumclansdale.org
Church Email
secretary@cumclansdale.org
Church Phone
215-855-1643
Preschool Website
www.christumcpreschool.com
Preschool Phone
215-412-7836
Prayer Concerns
prayers@cumclansdale.org
See our full staff list on our website
www.cumclansdale.org —and click on Meet Our Staff!
A special thank-you to all who help make the worship services possible!!

Want to find out more about Christ UMC?
Thursdays in January (14, 21, & 28) we will be having classes via Zoom at 7pm. These classes
will help explain how the church and denomination functions, and what it means to be a
Member of Christ UMC. While this is open to everyone, we will also be using these classes to
welcome new members in to our congregation. If you have any questions please call the
office or speak with Pastor Zach or Pastor Tawny.

Transforming Lives in the Love of Jesus Christ

