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 Today marks the beginning of a new sermon series, “Washed in God’s Love.” 

Since July was hotter than normal, and August is usually hot as well, we figured we 

would cool off a bit by preaching about scriptures that all have water in them. I find it 

kind of funny that the curriculum that at Gretna Glen while we were there this past 

week was all water based. But we chose our topics for this series before I knew what 

they were doing. Today we are going to talk about one of my favorite stories of Jesus. 

The story where Jesus calms the storm. 

 Let’s set the scene a bit. Jesus was on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. It goes by 

many names and it is sometimes called a lake instead. But it is all the same. As he was 

there, so many people came to see him that it was getting too crowded on the shore. 

So Jesus got into a boat and spoke to them while on the water. The people lined the 

shore, listening as Jesus spoke. Could you imagine that many people? Could you 

imagine standing shoulder to shoulder with so many people that it was difficult to 

move? 

 From the boat, Jesus started to tell them parables and teachings. The ones that 

are specifically mentioned here in Mark 4 are the parable of the sower. Where seed 

was scattered on different types of soil, all with differing outcomes. Another was that of 

a lighted lamp. You don’t light a lamp and put it under a bowl or bed. And finally, two 

kingdom parables: one about a farmer who sows seed and God makes it grow; 

another about the small mustard seed that grows into a tree. Jesus often used 

parables to communicate different ideas and key messages to the people. And while 

Mark mentions a few here, it also tells us “With many similar parables Jesus spoke the 

word to them, as much as they could understand. He did not say anything to them 

without using a parable. But when he was alone with his own disciples, he explained 

everything” (Mark 4:33-34). 

 After a long day of preaching from the boat, evening began to fall. It wasn’t 

good to be out at night. Predators and thieves tend to come out at night. Not to 

mention it would get cold, and you wouldn’t be able to do much of anything but 

sleep anyway. So why should so many people hang around? So Jesus called it a day 

and dismissed the crowd.  

 But you know just as well as I, that if the crowd saw Jesus coming to shore they 

would have lingered to get an up close and personal look at Jesus. Just look at 

theater productions or concerts where people crowd around by the stage exit just to 

get a glimpse of the star of the show. Jesus would not have been able to make it 

through the crowd and he was exhausted, so he told his disciples to set sail and cross 

to the other side. If Jesus would have just sailed down the coast a little bit, the crowds 

probably would have followed him. And so they set out across the Sea of Galilee 

towards the region of the Gerasenes. Now as we remember from just a few weeks 

ago, this would bring us to the story of Jesus freeing the man who was possessed by a 



 

 

legion of demons. (But I get ahead of myself - or I digress - either or both it doesn’t 

matter. Back to the boat ride.) 

 Mark adds some details here to prove a few key points. Mark 4:36 says, “Leaving 

the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also 

other boats with him.” The same story in Matthew 8 suggests that Jesus got into the 

boat and the disciples followed him whereas Mark already had him in the boat. This is 

not a discrepancy because Matthew does not have Jesus preaching parables from 

the boat. Matthew just omits the teachings and goes right into the miracle of Jesus 

calming the storm. If you have four authors writing about a series of events, why would 

you need four books if they all said the same exact thing? Each author would focus on 

details they thought were important. And Matthew probably thought the miracles 

were more important than the teaching at this point. Not to mention Matthew may 

have clumped together some of the teachings with other similar ones later on in his 

Gospel. 

 Mark says they “took Jesus as he was,” which pretty much suggested that they 

made no provision for this journey. They had no extra supplies. Jesus didn’t step off the 

boat to freshen up a bit. He was tired and exhausted and probably sat down at the 

back (stern) of the ship and the disciples set sail. I’m not sure if they were just 

borrowing the boat or what, but anyway, they set sail across the sea. It was an 

impromptu trip.  

 Now a little bit about the Sea of Galilee. It is the largest freshwater lake in Israel. 

It is about 12 miles across (north to south). It is about 8 miles across (west to east), 

which is the direction Jesus would have been heading. At its deepest it is about 141 

feet deep. The Sea of Galilee is also the lowest freshwater lake in the world at about 

686 feet below sea level. If you take into account saltwater lakes as well, it would be 

the second lowest with the Red Sea taking first place. With it being this low, it was 

surrounded by hills and as the wind rushed down the sides of these hills and met the 

water it would create massive storms that could pop up in almost an instant. And that 

is what happened while they were sailing across. 

 Mark specifically noted that there were other boats with Jesus. We do not know 

if they were the rest of Jesus’ followers, or if they were part of the crowd. Regardless, 

Jesus’ boat was not the only one at risk. Some commentaries suggest that it is assumed 

that the boats mentioned are smaller in size, showing that if Jesus’ boat was in danger 

of capsizing from the storm these other boats were even more likely to be in danger. 

 Mark also pointed out that Jesus was asleep on a cushion. Now we hear the 

word “cushion” and we think of nice padding on a chair, couch, or pew. (I could 

have used some more padding on the bunk at camp this past week.) But we are not 

talking about a comfortably padded cushion. It is commonly believed that this was a 

large sand bag used to provide ballast for the ship. If you were fishing and trying to 

bring in a large catch of fish the ship could possibly overturn as such a weight was 

pulled in over the railing on one side. So they would put these heavy bags on the 

opposite side to provide a counter balance for the catch of fish. This was not a luxury 

cruise line, this cushion was not comfortable. It goes to show you that Jesus was so 

exhausted he just passed out wherever he could. (Again, after a week at camp, I can 

relate.) This may also be suggested when it says, “they took him as he was” - asleep.  



 

 

 Not only that, but the storm that came up on them while they were out to sea 

was threatening to sink the ship. Water was splashing in, the rain was pouring down, 

and Jesus slept through it all. I’m sure this was a scary situation to be in. I could picture 

the disciples doing all they could to get the water out of the boat as the waves kept 

crashing over the rail. I could see them yelling to one another over the howling wind to 

coordinate what to do. I could see them completely flabbergasted that Jesus was still 

asleep. I wonder if they drew straws to see who would wake him up. “Hey John, he 

likes you best. You go wake him up!” “I’m not doing that. Pete, you go wake him up!”   

 But look at this interaction with Jesus. They asked him, “Teacher, don’t you care if 

we drown?” (4:38). I don’t think I would ever classify Jesus as being uncaring. He felt 

pity on all those that society cast aside and threw away. He ate with sinners and 

healed the sick (even those who were incurable). He touched lepers, fed the hungry, 

and would soon cast out demons and raise the dead. Time and time again as Jesus 

tried to get some space to rest and recharge, we see him taking pity on the crowd 

and doing all he could to teach them and ease their suffering. Jesus was anything but 

uncaring. 

 But the disciples reacted in their distress. “Jesus wake up. We are going to 

drown. You need to help bail us out.” Jesus woke up. But he didn’t grab a bucket. He 

didn’t start sloshing out the water. He didn’t even tell his disciples what to do. He 

simply rebuked the storm with three simple words (two in the Greek), “Quiet! Be still!” I 

love the definition of rebuke, “to express sharp disapproval or criticism of (someone) 

because of their behavior or actions.” It’s as if Jesus said, “Storm, I don’t like the way 

you are acting. Knock it off.” Jesus gave the storm a definitive command. Silence. Be 

still. And with that the wind died down, the rain stopped, and the waves settled. The 

scripture tells us there was a “great calm,” or “completely calm,” or “dead calm.” It 

went from conditions that nearly overturned or sunk the ships to a sea that was so still it 

was like glass. 

 Now that that was settled, Jesus turned his attention to the disciples and asked 

two questions. ”Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?” (4:40). When I read 

this scripture for this sermon, these questions really hit me. Think about it. These people 

were about ready to drown and Jesus asks them “why are you so afraid?”  

 Have you ever seen the show “Deadliest Catch?” It is a show about seasoned 

fishermen off the shores of Alaska, fishing for Alaskan crab. Watching it on TV, you see 

what happens when a storm comes up. You see the waves crash over the rails and 

nearly wipe the crew off the deck. You see these seasoned fishermen shaking as they 

recover from what they just experienced. And while the Sea of Galilee is not the icy 

waters of Alaska, and the waves were probably not nearly the same size, you have 

seasoned fishermen shaking in their sandals as they were sure they were going to 

drown. And Jesus asked why they were afraid. He followed up with, do you still have 

no faith?  

 Faith in what? Faith in who? These people have followed Jesus for quite some 

time. They have seen some miraculous things happen. They have seen Jesus feed 

thousands of people with a few loaves of bread and a few fish. They have seen 

people healed. They have seen some things occur that no one ever thought could 

possibly happen. Yet while Jesus slept the followers feared the worst. If Jesus is the son 

of God, do you think the ship would have capsized with Jesus in it? Do you think the 



 

 

boat would have sunk? Of course not. Jesus wasn’t worried. He slept through it all. He 

knew they were going to get to the other shore, so what did it matter if there was a 

storm or not? 

 So the question actually is, who did they think Jesus was? If he was a prophet, he 

still could have done some amazing things through God’s power. But if he was actually 

the Son of God - and God himself - he would have had tremendous power over 

everything and every aspect of life. But yet, they were sure they were going to sink. So 

did they truly believe that Jesus was God? 

 Water itself has tremendous power, even today. Water can be used to move 

large shipping vessels. Water can be used to create electricity. Water can be 

incredibly destructive such as with the rushing water of floods or with storms (like the 

one in our scripture) which can cause irreparable damage. But even on the gentle 

side of things, a single drop of water - if dropped repeatedly - can wear away a stone. 

Look at the Grand Canyon. It was slowly carved out by the Colorado River. 

 So while the storm raged on around these boats on the Sea of Galilee, and the 

immense power of the storm was revealed to them, Jesus still had even more power. 

And it was time to flex that power. I know they had seen some of Jesus’ power before, 

but they had never seen anything like this. They had never seen anyone tell a storm to 

stop or waves to stop moving. For them, this was unprecedented. And it terrified them. 

But this was just the start, because next he would show his power over demons and 

then over death as he would raise a girl from the dead. None of which they had seen 

yet. So Jesus proved a point with this event. He has ultimate power. Not even the 

forces of nature can stand against his power. He also proved the point that they need 

to trust and have faith in him. 

 Jesus came here on a mission. He came in order to show God’s ultimate love to 

the entire world. By showing his power, he proved who he was and how he could offer 

forgiveness of sins. He has a mission in mind for us as well. He wants his Gospel - his 

Good news - to be spread throughout this world, and he wants us to do it.  

 I kept thinking about the idea of rip currents for today. If you go to the beach 

often, you know to look out for these. It is an area where water rushes away from the 

shore back out to sea. It is usually calmer looking waters with less waves because the 

sheer amount of water rushing out quickly does not allow for waves to form. If you get 

stuck in this rip current it will drag you out to sea. You cannot swim against it because 

you will tire yourself out and not get anywhere but further out. In fact the only way to 

get out of a rip current is to swim with it while making your way to the edge and then 

out.  

 Jesus is like a rip current that we shouldn’t want to get out of. He will move in the 

direction he wants to go and swimming against his will is pretty much pointless. So we 

should let go and allow Jesus to take us where he wants us to go. Jesus will move and 

work in whatever way he wants. He is like a river that has carved out it’s path long ago, 

it moves in a specific direction and nothing can divert it. So if Jesus is headed in a 

certain direction, and we are moving with him, we are certain to get where Jesus is 

going. We can struggle against Jesus, we can try to go our own way, but that takes a 

lot more effort and energy than simply allowing Jesus to be in control.  

 I want to ask you the questions that Jesus asked his followers. Why are we 

afraid? Where is our faith? There are a lot of things going on in this world. We are 



 

 

coming out of a pandemic that took the lives of millions. There are wars that are 

wreaking havoc in different parts of the world. There are natural disasters that are 

destroying life, land, and property. It is easy to become anxious and afraid. It is easy to 

look to God and ask, are you not concerned that we will drown? Even in our own lives, 

as the storms rage around us, we may ask, “Where is God?” But to quote Romans 8:31, 

“What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be 

against us?” If we are moving in the direction of Jesus, we will get to where we need 

to be.  

 Jesus instructed us to take care of and protect the sick, the widowed, the 

orphaned, the needy, the hungry, the incarcerated, the destitute. Jesus showed us 

how to love unequivocally and he commanded us to do the same. If we truly put our 

faith in Jesus, we need to put our energy in doing as he commands, not swimming 

against his current. We need to love as he loved. We need to share the Gospel as he 

did. We need to make disciples. (When was the last time you shared your faith or 

asked someone to come to church with you?) 

 There are some things coming up for our denomination over the next two years. 

And there are some people that are worried about what will happen. We will be 

having some informational meetings coming up in September and October to let you 

know what is going on. But for right now, even with what looks like a storm that has 

been brewing for quite some time, there is nothing for us to do but to follow Jesus’ 

lead. And that is to love how he loved and to reach out into our community and share 

the Good News with everyone. That has always been our job, and it always will be. 

There is power in the name of Jesus. And he has some amazing things in store for us. So 

how will we respond when we see Jesus’ power playing out around us? Will we be 

terrified and retreat? Or will we go with the flow and be willing to be a conduit for 

Jesus to change the world? 


