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For June and July we are using the revised common lectionary for the focus of
our Sunday mornings. The lectionary is a three-year cycle that suggests readings each
week to take us through the Bible in an orderly fashion. So we will be using these
scriptures as the basis for our worship for next few weeks. While this is not really a
sermon series, we are going to be using the suggested scriptures from Luke. (Reading
plans to help you through the book of Luke are available per request.)

Today we have an interesting story of Jesus freeing a man who is possessed by
demons. When we read stories like this, it is important that we do not miss some of the
nuances that we can often overlook. (Personally, I always get hung up on the pigs.) But
there is a lot more to this story than we always see.

I want to set the context for this story. On the boat ride over Jesus fell asleep
and a huge storm came up quickly. The disciples were bailing out the boat frantically
as the storm threatened to sink them. All the while Jesus just napped. They finally woke
him up telling them that they were going drown. I love Jesus’ response: “Where’s your
faith?” And he stood up and calmed the storm. Jesus could literally control nature. The
untamable forces of wind, waves, and rain were silenced in an instant. Jesus showed
his followers that he had power over nature itself. Now he was going to show them he
had power over the supernatural.

The scripture tells us Jesus was in the region of the Gerasenes. This was the
east side of the Sea of Galilee. This was a primarily Gentile region. Jesus was Jewish,
and Jews and Gentiles didn’t really associate with each other. And so the people of
this region may not have known about Jesus, his teachings, or his miracles. We see
this good illustration of Jesus himself reaching out to the rest of the world. Jesus went
to seek the lost, and to help those that others could not help. But sometimes, the lost
find Jesus as well.

The scripture tells us that as soon as he got off the boat he was met by a demon
possessed man from a local town. Something drew this man to seek out Jesus. You
gotta feel sorry for this guy. He was possessed by demons. Some would argue that
when possession is mentioned in the Bible, it could possibly mean some sort of mental
health issue. But I don’t think that was the case here. I think it means exactly what it
says. The scripture tells us that the man had several episodes. As a result, the people
of his village bound him by chains so he wouldn’t hurt others. Yet he was so strong
because of what was happening to him that he broke free of the chains and escaped to
live among the tombs, where the only person he could hurt was himself. He was driven
from his home. He had no clothes and no belongings. He probably had to scavenge for



food. He was isolated, alone, and probably scared and in pain. And then he found
Jesus.

Now look at the interaction. What is the first thing this guy said to Jesus? “What
do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture me!”
(Luke 8:28). I’m sure we have all heard the quote from Shakespeare’s play, Romeo and
Juliet, “What's in a name? That which we call a rose, By any other name would smell
as sweet.” While that is a nice sentiment, the problem is in Biblical times it was a
common superstition that to know the true name of someone allowed you to have
power over them. This man tried to evoke Jesus’ identity - something Jesus did not
reveal to him - in order to prevent Jesus from having power over the situation. Yet we
all know Jesus did anyway.

Jesus asked the man his name and the demons responded that it was “Legion,”
because there were many. I do not think Jesus did this because he didn’t know the
name. I think he did this to prove a few points. 1) Jesus was dealing with a big
problem. It wasn’t just one, it was many. 2) Jesus was debunking the fact that to know
the name was to hold power over something. Even after the name was revealed, Jesus
never used it. But he commanded the demons to leave the man all the same. He had
power over this situation with or without the man’s name.

Here’s another part that we often miss. We miss the mercy of Jesus. Jesus
cared for the man and had mercy on him. He was a gentile, he was an outcast, he was
troubled, and Jesus stopped to help him. That’s not something many people would do.
Jesus even had mercy on the demons. They asked to be spared and Jesus allowed it.
The fact that the pigs did what they did was not a fault of Jesus. In fact, it only points
to the destructive nature of the demons. They were not there to help the man. They
were only there to torment and destroy. Yet Jesus gave them an “out” and they took it.

Now we get to the part that I think is the most interesting. (As long as you don’t
consider pigs flying of a cliff interesting.) Look at the responses of those in this story.
You had the people tending the herd of pigs (technically called swineherd). They ran off
to tell the town what happened. I’m sure they were a little angry, seeing as their
livelihood was floating in the lake. But on top of that, consider the sheer power Jesus
displayed. How would you feel if you were the swineherds?

The people came out to see. I’m not sure if they just didn’t believe the
swineherds, or they needed to see it for themselves to see how severe it was. When
they came out the scripture says they were frightened by what they saw. But what did
they actually see? They saw the results of an interaction with Jesus. The man was
sitting at the feet of Jesus. He wasn’t struggling. He wasn’t injuring himself or others.
He wasn’t bound. The man was clothed. (Probably because of one of Jesus’ followers
had some spare clothes to give him.) The man was in his right mind as he was not
screaming and acting violently.

This man was cured and released from his bondage, something no one else was
able to accomplish. And it terrified the townsfolk to the point where they asked Jesus
to leave. But why? When you are dealing with this type of power, even when it is a



power to do good, you can also see how easy it is to use that power to destroy. After
all, Jesus used his power to free this poor man, yet in the process, a herd of pigs
jumped into a lake. So my question is, did the people care more about the pigs than
they did for the man?

We can’t really hold it against the townsfolk because even in the boat ride over -
when the disciples saw Jesus’ power over the storm the scripture tells us - “In fear and
amazement [his disciples] asked one another, ‘Who is this? He commands even the
winds and the water, and they obey him’” (8:25). There was great potential there for
Jesus to change a community, and yet they chased him away.

But I want you to look at the response of the man. Not only was the man
changed drastically, he was sitting at the feet of Jesus. This is a position of learning.
He wanted to hear the teaching of Jesus. His life was changed, but he knew there was
till more to learn and greater ways in which to grow. And he wanted in. As his new
teacher was asked to leave, he wanted to go with him. He had nothing to stay for. I’m
sure he lost all of his family and friends as he dealt with this huge trauma in his life. He
begged to be with Jesus. He begged to be allowed to follow wherever Jesus was
going. Yet Jesus stopped him and told him “no.” The scripture says he “sent him
away.”

Some could see this as a dismissal, where Jesus did not want to be bothered by
him, but that’s not the case. Jesus knew that the people would not accept HIS
teachings. His miracles were too much for the people and they were terrified. But they
would accept this man’s testimony, snd so he made this man a missionary. Jesus told
him, “Return home and tell how much God has done for you” (8:39).

It’s one thing to be able to tell people about God, but it’s something completely
different when you can tell people what God did for you. It’s one thing to tell people
Jesus healed that guy that used to live out in the cemetery (But then again in their fear
they would have focused more on the destruction of the herd rather than the saving of
the man), but if the guy that was healed walked around and gave his testimony, that
holds a lot more weight. “I was cast aside. I was tormented and tortured. I had no
home. I had not clothes. I lived in the tomb. But then I found Jesus and he made me
whole. Those chains that I had broken, where the shackles still dug into my wrists, I
didn’t need them any more. My life was changed, so let me tell you about the God who
saved my life.” That’s a powerful testimony!

Every one of us has a testimony (story) to share. (I know testimony can be a
scary word.) Maybe ours is not as dramatic as what this guy faced, but God has been
working in our lives. Maybe it was God’s direct hand which guides us - opening doors
and making things happen to put us exactly where we need to be. Maybe it was God
working through others to show us God’s love in amazing ways. Maybe you were
bound by something (that you struggled with something and it controlled your life) and
Jesus set you free. Maybe you still struggle today and you do not feel set free yet.
Maybe you feel like an outcast, where you just don’t belong.



But let me tell you about Jesus. He is the Son of God. He is the Word through
which all things have been made. Nothing exists without Jesus. All that we are and all
that we ever will be is because of Jesus. No matter how far off course we get, no
matter how much we sin, Jesus still died for us on the cross. This man who has the
power over the storms in our lives, this man who has power over all the evil that
surrounds us and even enters into us, gave himself up on the cross to set us free. We
are freed from our sins and from our mistakes. We are freed from death because what
lies in store for us on the other side is eternal life in God. Jesus did that for us. He gives
us each every day as new beginning a new day to do good in this world.

So what are you going to do about it? Do realize what God has done for you?
Do realize the love poured out for you through Jesus Christ? Have you made the
decision to sit at the feet of Jesus and to learn from him? But what good is learning
about Jesus if you’re not going to do something with it? Jesus told this guy to go and
tell all who would listen what God had done for him. What has God done for you and
who are you going tell about it?

For me, Jesus gave me purpose. I can’t really get into my whole story right now,
but I was rather lost. I didn’t know what to do with my life. I started going to college,
but that wasn’t for me. I went to a trade school, but that wasn’t for me either. So I got a
job and just lived from one day to the next (and then another job, and another). But
then Jesus started using me. He made me an example in my work place, to touch the
lives of others. To be a positive influence for people with checkered pasts.

And then God called me to be a pastor. So many pastors told me, “if you can
think of doing anything else - do that instead.” But the thing is, I couldn’t and I still
can’t. Because this is what God is calling me to do, to tell others about Jesus because
he changed my life.

I challenge you, consider all that God has done for you. If it helps write it down.
Look at how God has influenced your life And then tell somebody. If you need to
practice, give me a call, because I want to hear your story. Sometimes our stories are
hard to share, trust me I know. But God has placed you where you are for a reason.
Your experiences have shaped you and given you a unique way to reach out to others.
Use your story of how God has worked in your life to help others see God at work in
theirs.

And you don’t have to go to some far off mission field, you can do so right in
your own home, neighborhood, and community. As Jesus said, “Return home and tell
how much God has done for you.” God has been good to us. Every breath that we
have is a gift from God. All that we are and all that we ever will be God designed to be
used for a specific purpose. So let us use what we have and what we have learned and
go out to share the love of God with others.


