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What part of Holy Week is most meaningful to you?

Today is Palm Sunday. It is a joyous time as we recognize the day that Jesus rode into the city
of Jerusalem on a donkey. He was welcomed with shouts of praise as cloaks were laid on the road
before him. Matthew shares with us that they cut palm branches down to lay on the road as well - a
sign of victory and triumph. The people welcomed Jesus into the city as a Messiah - a savior.
However, Jesus did not come to save the people from the oppression of Roman rule, but from sin,
death, and an eternal separation from God.

As Jesus looked out over the city in our second scripture for today we see this shift in mood.
A shift from a joyous celebration to one of lament. On the outside the city was full of celebration. Not
just celebrating the arrival of Jesus, but celebrating the Passover. This was one of the holiest of
holidays in the life of the Hebrews. This was something that God commanded the people to do every
year to remember the first passover, the night that God passed over the houses of the Israelites
before freeing them from Egypt. It was a joyous time and Jerusalem was busting at the seams as
people from all over the country would come to the city to celebrate.

And yet on the inside, Jesus saw the deplorable heart of a nation that turned its back on God.
The lament in verses 41-45 reveal Jesus’ priorities and the true condition of the city. Jesus values
the true peace (v. 42) that comes from recognizing God and following in God’s ways (v.44). “If you,
even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now they are hidden
from your eyes. Indeed, the days will come upon you when your enemies will set up ramparts around
you and surround you and hem you in on every side. They will crush you to the ground, you and your
children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone upon another, because you did not
recognize the time of your visitation from God.”

Jesus laments the absence of this true peace in the city and especially in the temple. He
laments that they could not even recognize the fact that God was visiting them. Ironically, the
Romans knew peace, but this was a peace known through subjugation and domination. They ruled
absolutely and no one dared to stand up to them for fear of death.

This week we are talking about lament and action. A few weeks ago we talked about lament
and community. And in community, when one person hurts it causes us to circle around them to
support them. We act in order to love and support them in their time of lament. But today we are
shifting gears a little bit. Today we are focusing on how our lament leads us to action. It is similar,
because when we see how OTHERS lament we want to help them. But when WE lament over what
is going on, we can’t help but do something about what we see regardless if it is in community or
not.

Just after Jesus rode into Jerusalem and lamented over the city, he entered the temple. He
saw money lenders and merchants lining the temple halls. And boy did he get mad. And it wasn’t
that it was unheard of for merchants to be in the temple. After all, people were traveling for days just
to get to Jerusalem. It would be so much easier to buy a sacrifice in town rather than bringing one
with you on that long of a journey. The problem was that they were not conducting business fairly. If



people brought their own sacrifice, it would need to get approved first. But those making the
inspections would say that there was something wrong with it and they would need to buy a
pre-certified sacrifice, and of course at a higher rate than what was fair. People had to convert their
money to temple money in order to buy things and so they would exchange their money, but the rate
was not one to one. The people were being ripped off as they exchanged their money to buy the
sacrifices that were being price gouged. People would come to fulfill their religious obligations and
they would be taken advantage of and ripped off by the merchants and money changers. And the
worst part was that the religious leaders were in on it, but it put more money in their own pockets.

Jesus sees the people that he loves being ripped off. His heart breaks for his people and it
sends him over the edge. And in his lament he acts. I am sure he was filled with all sorts of emotions
as he knew he was heading to the cross by the end of the week. And so he acts with a righteous
anger to clear out the temple from those who were robbing the people, flipping over tables in the
process.

Have you ever seen something that had you so upset that you just had to do something about
it? You just couldn’t stand to see someone being ripped off. You couldn’t watch someone being
taken advantage of. You couldn’t go along with the hatred or the violence. And you needed to do
something about it. As your heart broke for the person you saw being hurt, you stepped in to stop
what was going on. Throughout history there have always been people who have done this. They
have seen injustice, they have seen someone in pain, and they have stepped in to do something
about it. And sometimes it only takes one person to do that, and it sparks a movement of people
who follow behind. And in the process the world is changed. I am reminded of people like Rosa
Parks, who refused to give up her seat on that bus in Montgomery Alabama. And her actions
sparked a protest and a boycott by 17,000 people, which in turn greatly influenced the civil rights
movement of the 1950s.

Why is taking action from lament so important?. I think one of my favorite scriptures is Micah
6:6-8. “‘With what shall I come before the Lord and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come
before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of
rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my
body for the sin of my soul?’ He has told you, O mortal, what is good, and what does the Lord
require of you but to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God?” This was
written during a time where sacrifices were required in order to fulfill your religious duty. Yet the
author points out that God isn’t happy with our sacrifices if our lives are still a mess. God would
prefer that we do what was in keeping with God’s will - rather than offering any kind of sacrifice.

God wants us to act, not just when it comes to joining in our community, but God wants
action to be a part of who we are as individuals. Yes, there were sacrifices made on behalf of the
whole community at certain times of the year. But the sacrificial system was very personal for the
people as well. They were required to make sacrifices for themselves on a regular basis. But this
scripture from Micah shows something different. Why would God want sacrifices from us - even to
forgive our sins - if we do not do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God?

I am reminded of all the scriptures where Jesus does something miraculous on the Sabbath
and yet he’s grilled by the religious leaders for “working” when he’s supposed to be resting. Like in
Luke 14:6 where he heals someone and then asks, “If one of you has a child or an ox that has fallen
into a well, will you not immediately pull it out on a Sabbath day?” But the religious leaders couldn’t
respond to that. Or like what he says in Luke 11:42, “But woe to you Pharisees! For you tithe mint
and rue and herbs of all kinds and neglect justice and the love of God; it is these you ought to have



practiced, without neglecting the others.” In other words, you follow the letter of the law when it
comes to these small minute details yet ignore helping and caring for people which is far more
important. This was the type of thing that Jesus lamented when he entered into Jerusalem. This is
what caused Jesus to act in the temple.

We lament for any number of reasons. We lament over what we see going on around us, like
the example of Jesus in our scripture. But we also lament when something is going on in our own
lives too. And that lament also drives us to action. We cannot just sit back and lament about a
situation we may be in and just hope someone will do something about it. We need to take action for
ourselves as well. We have used examples of sickness and grief throughout this series as times
when we may lament. At the very least, lament pushes us to reach out for help. Wouldn’t you want to
seek help to fix the problems that you are facing? Wouldn’t you want to go to the doctor to see what
can be done to take away the pain or heal your sickness? Wouldn’t you want to go to someone to
talk about your grief so that they could help you through your suffering? If we do not act during
times of lament, we will not get anywhere. Nothing will change. But lament calls to act. We are called
to act in our own lives and called to act in this world when we see places where we should.

Our scripture today reminds us of Jesus’ lament as he entered into Jerusalem. But his lament
was bigger than just for the people that were there. We see his love for us all as the week began to
unfold. We see how his love for us drove him to the cross that week. Today is not just a day where
we remember how Jesus entered into the city as the people cheered and they looked for Jesus to
rescue them from Roman rule. It is a celebration for us as well, because our savior arrived on the
scene to do what needed to be done to rescue us - not from Roman rule but from the rule of sin in
our lives. Jesus could have at any point turned away to save himself the pain and the torture he
would endure. But his love for us drove him to the cross. His lament over the pain and suffering our
sins have caused in our lives and in the lives of others around us paved the way for his sacrifice.

This day is a joyous day because of what Christ did for us, but it is also a day marked with
sadness because we know what lies in store for Jesus. From here we see Jesus’ passion for us
playing out in a number of ways. We see him trying to equip his disciples for what is to come. We
see him trying to warn them that he would be betrayed. We see him trying to teach the people of
what they would need to know. We see him calling the religious leaders out on the carpet for how
they treated the people they were supposed to serve, not enslave them in a corrupt system of
mandated religiosity. We see him sharing a meal with his disciples, instructing them and us in how to
remember such a momentous event. And we see the arduous journey he took to the cross. Where
one of his own betrayed him. Where he was on trial for his life, beaten and spit on, tortured and
executed on a cross.

This is how Jesus acted out of lament for us. He did that for us. He did that because our sin
created a barrier between us and God. And there was no way that we would be able to get through
that barrier on our own. It is impossible for us. It is impossible for us to be good enough on our own
to be seen as righteous in the eyes of God. But it is not impossible for Christ. He died on the cross
for our sins, to take away that stain on our very souls and to make us right with God.

So while we celebrate this day with palms and shouts of gladness, we must also take time to
reflect on what Christ has done that warrants our praise. Take time to reflect on Christ’s love for us.
There is a reason today marks the beginning of what is known as Holy Week. It is not just a
celebration today and then again on Easter. The space in between matters. Because without this
week, there would be no forgiveness of sins. Without this week there would be no eternal life.



Without this week we would not be reunited with God. And for this week and all that it entails, we
give God praise with a thankful heart.

And so as this service comes to a close and as the mood begins to shift, I ask you to reflect
upon what Christ did for you. Who were you before Jesus found you? What was your life like?
Reflect on what it means that on the cross Jesus gave up his life so that we could have eternal life.
Reflect on what it means that through his stripes we are healed (Isaiah 53:5). I pray that you took the
opportunity this year to observe a holy Lent to do something to draw closer to God. And while Lent
is coming to a close, it is not quite over yet. We have a few more opportunities to help us draw
closer to God, and so I invite you to our Holy Thursday service at 7:00pm and our Good Friday
Tenebrae service at 7:00pm.

Jesus loves you so much that he gave of himself so that we can be forgiven. That is a
wonderful gift. And it is free for us all. May we give thanks for his love for us. And may we act to
bring his love to this world that so desperately needs it.


