
 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

MEDITATION - When Joseph awoke from sleep he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him.  -Matthew 1:24 

 

*please stand if you are able 

Hymns indicated with “TFWS” can be found in the small black hymnal at 

the end of the pews. 

 

GATHERING 

PASTORAL GREETING 

PRELUDE                                                           Agape Ringers  

      “Mary, Did You Know?”   arr. Anna Laura Page 

(Please use this time to prepare your heart for worship.) 

 

ENTRANCE 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH – Isaiah 35:10              The Sisian Family  

      Scripture: Hear the words of the Prophet Isaiah -- And the redeemed 

of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 

joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

      Blessing: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Joy. May the 

joyful promise of your presence, O God, make us rejoice in our 

hope of salvation.       

      Response: Christ is coming soon! 

*OPENING CAROL                  “He Is Born”                           No.  228 

OPENING PRAYER 

 Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Liturgist: Let us pray together. 

 People: With joy we anticipate the fulfillment of your promises. The 

messages of the prophets became the events we celebrate. Now 

we open ourselves to experience the completion of your word in 

our lives. Emmanuel, meet us here today. Amen.  

 

PROCLAMATION & RESPONSE 

SCRIPTURE LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25                            pg. 1 NT 

 Reader: This is the Word of God for us. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM          Youth Choir 

                                   “Angels We Have Heard On High”       arr. Jerry Estes  

*CAROL                        “Once in Royal David’s City”                         No. 250 

SERMON             Pastor Nicholson             

“Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room: Room on My Calendar” 

*CAROL                “Star-Child”                            TFWS No. 2095 

THE CONGREGATION’S PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Eternal God, we confess that though we like to call you Lord, we 

also like to remain in charge of our own calendar and jealously 

guard our time. We find it hard to keep Sabbath. We try to “fit you 

in” to the busyness of our lives, when you should be the organizing 

priority of all we do. We fail to receive your gifts because we are 

moving too fast. We fail to be your gifts because our schedule is too 

full for others. Forgive us. May the “tyranny of the urgent” be 

conquered by the love of the Eternal found in Jesus. Amen. 

 

December 16, 2018 

8:30 a.m.  

Let Every Heart  

Prepare Him Room 

Welcome to Worship at   

Transforming Lives in the Love of Jesus Christ 

PERSONAL CONFESSION in silence with organ/piano meditation 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE            Psalm 27:14 

 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait 

for the Lord. 

*THE PEACE 

BRINGING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD 

 (You may complete a prayer card in the pew rack in front of you 

and place it in the offering plate or hand it to one of our pastors.) 

OFFERTORY              “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        arr. M. Hayes  

*DOXOLOGY                               No. 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                               pg. 15 

THE LORD’S PRAYER – use “trespasses”                             pg. 895 

GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP (Communion will be served in the pews. 

The ushers will give the elements to the person on each end of the 

pews. You may then pass it to the other end. Take the bread and 

cup, holding each until the pastor instructs you to consume it. In the 

tradition of Wesley’s “singing communion,” we invite you to sing the 

following hymns from The Faith We Sing ….2091, 2096)  

PRAYERS OF JOY AND CONCERN 

 

SENDING FORTH 

*HYMN                            “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”               No. 251 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

*POSTLUDE                “Angels From the Realms of Glory”        E. C. Johnson  

(If you are able, please remain in the pews briefly for the postlude.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

3:30pm– An active service for young (preschool) children and their 

families. 

 

6pm– A service of Christmas lessons and carols brought by our older 

children featuring special music, congregational singing, and 

candle lighting. 

 

8:30pm & 11pm– Celebrating the Nativity through the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion, preaching the Word, special music, as well as singing 

of Christmas carols and candle lighting. 



 

 

Please Be In Prayer For… 

Frank Ross Pat Shuey     The Family of Doris Dunbar Elvira Smith 

Mark Stauffer* 

*indicates newly added 

 
Financial Information: Special Offerings... 

Mission of the Month:  

December—Congo Partnership          $1141.00 

November—Rise Against Hunger          $5684.25 

Attendance - December 9, 2018      8:30: 88 11:00: 171 

 

Special Happenings This Week at Christ United Methodist Church… 

Today:  

 12pm– Mission Committee Meeting in Reichley Room 

 4pm– Christmas Caroling (Meet at the Church) 
Tuesday, December 18: 

 6:30pm– Evening Fellowship in Fellowship Hall 

 7:30pm– Blue Christmas Service in the Sanctuary 
Wednesday, December 19: 

 12pm– Friendly Seniors Luncheon in Fellowship Hall 

 6pm– Endowment Committee Meeting in Fellowship Hall 104 
Thursday, December 20: 

 6:30pm– Cooking for Manna in the Kitchen 
Friday, December 21: 

 8pm-8am– Youth Lock-In 

 
Blue Christmas 

It's the most wonderful time of the year-but not for everyone. If a loss 

has dampened your enthusiasm for this season, your care ministers 

invite you to join us in the sanctuary for our Blue Christmas service. As 

befits the occasion, the service includes quiet music, along with 

prayer and scripture, and a candle lighting liturgy. 

Loss can take many forms-the loss of a loved one, of our good 

health, of a job, or of our independence. And grief has no season-it 

ebbs and flows. 

We encourage you to join us, and to invite your family and friends to 

attend, for this time of remembrance.  

Members, Regular Attendees, 

and Visitors, please fill out the 

attendance sheet in the teal 

folder at the end of your pew. Pass the folder to your fellow 

worshipers then return it to the center aisle. First Time Visitors: please 

complete a blue “CONNECT” card in the pew rack in front of you; it 

may be placed in the offering plate. Also, pick up a Welcome Packet 

at the Welcome Table before you leave. If you have special  needs, 

please see one of our ushers.  

Christ UMC offers a staffed nursery from 8:30am until after the 11am 

service, in room 21, in the preschool hallway. Children, birth through 4 

years old, can be dropped off and picked up as needed throughout 

the morning. If you would rather keep your child with you, an 

unstaffed space, in rooms 15-17, is available in case you need a 

diaper change, a quiet place to rock, or some space to move 

around. The worship service is broadcast through a speaker.  

 If you ordered gift cards during our special sale, your cards have 

arrived. Please pick them up at the gift card table. If you missed out 

on the sale, but are interested in purchasing some special gift cards, 

extras have been ordered. See Michael, at the gift card table, for 

more information. 

 The Flower Charts for 2019 are now available in the Fish Bowl (Room to 

the side of the Sanctuary). There is an immediate need for January 

sponsors.  

 Bring your friends, or make new ones, at an alcohol-free New Year’s 

Eve Party, starting at 8pm. Good food and fun games in fellowship 

hall, culminating in an 11:30 to midnight service of prayer and Holy 

Communion in the sanctuary. Get your New Year started off right. 

Sign-up via our website or at the kiosk in the lobby. 

 On Saturday, December 8, the UM Men held their 27th annual 

Breakfast with Santa. We fed 345 people, including 86 guests from 

Manna on Main. A very special "Thank You!" to the following: Santa 

(Pat Shelly from the North Pennsmen), our elf (Joe Loscalzo), our 

decorator (Debbie Kavanaugh), our photographer (Doug Ellis), 

Fellowship Hall set-up (Bob Vincent), Kitchen Leader (Ed Horvath) and 

Dining Room Coordinators (Christine Rizol and Tom Harrison). We are 

also very grateful for the continued support from State Farm 

Insurance, South Broad St. (Stan Stockmal) and CUMC's Stitching 

Sisters for help with the giveaways. We do appreciate the wonderful 

efforts of everyone from our congregation who worked to make this 

event so special. You know who you are!! We couldn't do this without 

the labor of love from our community of faith. Thank you everyone! -

UM Men Co-Chairs (Joe Miller and Lanny Whitehouse)   

 During the winter months (December—March) the Montgomery 

County Health Department declares “Code Blue” if night time 

temperatures are 20° or below. When this occurs, volunteers and 

shelter space at Trinity Lutheran Church, are ready to provide 

overnight shelter to North Penn area homeless men. Volunteers from 

Trinity, and other local churches, staff the shelter from 7:30pm to 

9:00am in three shifts: intake, overnight, and breakfast/clean-up. Both 

male and female volunteers are needed! New volunteers are 

provided training on-site during Code Blue nights. Anyone who would 

like to help out can sign up for time slots through the dedicated Code 

Blue page on the church website TrinityLansdale.com. You may 

contact Phil Woodruff (610-584-8595) or Lanny Whitehouse (610-584-

5819), our CUMC coordinators, if you have any questions. 

 All persons who serve with our children and youth are required to 

complete a review every year to remain safe sanctuary approved. 

Please go to our website (Policies & Forms) to complete this training 

before January 1st. If you prefer to complete the training in person 

please contact pastor Tawny to set up a time.  

Contact Us! 

Church Website                                   www.cumclansdale.org 

Church Phone                     215-855-1643 

Preschool Phone      215-412-7836 

Church E-mail               secretary@cumclansdale.org 

Trustees E-mail                  trustees@cumclansdale.org 

Prayer Concerns                 prayers@cumclansdale.org 

CUMC STAFF 

Rev. Gary Nicholson, Pastor                gary.nicholson@cumclansdale.org 

Rev. Tawny Bernhardt, Pastor, Children’s Ministries 

               tawny.bernhardt@cumclansdale.org 

Pastor Eric Chelton, Assistant Pastor & Director of Student Ministries       

                       eric.chelton@cumclansdale.org 

Marge Kramer, Director of Congregational Care 

       marge.kramer@cumclansdale.org 

Miki Chelton, Director of Music                  miki.chelton@cumclansdale.org 

Katie Campbell, Organist/Dir. Youth Choir      

     katie.campbell@cumclansdale.org 

Elysa Dalbow, Praise Band      elysa.dalbow@cumclansdale.org 

Mary Conroy, Preschool Director      mary.conroy@cumclansdale.org 

Nikki Young, Church Office Manager         nikki.young@cumclansdale.org  

Kara Johnson, Church Secretary     215-855-1643 

Rev. Tracy Bass, District Superintendent 

Bishop Peggy A. Johnson, Resident Bishop 

See our full staff list on our website  

www.cumclansdale.org —and click on Meet Our Staff! 

Liturgists: 8:30— Anna Shelton    11:00— Pastor Chelton  

Acolytes: 8:30— Holly Harrison   11:00— Vanessa Blissman 

Greeters: 8:30— Suzanne Williams and Marge Kramer 

   11:00— Joanne Montana and Nancy Shane 

Lay Readers: 8:30— Suzanne Williams   11:00— Tina Eckhart 

Sound Technicians: 8:30— Steve Fallows 11:00— Andrew Guenther 

Nursery Volunteers:  8:30— Kristi Weatherwax  

           9:45— Alicia Sehn 

          11:00— Anne Marie Legates 

Circuit Kids: Tina Hooper and Janellen Reid 

Communion Steward: Diane Umbenhauer-Schaefer 

Ushers:  8:30—Jim Hare, Tony Trifiletti, Jeff Baer, Mark Stauffer, John Sullivan, and 

Sharon Moran.              

             11:00—Al Scott, Joe Loscalzo, Jack Ripley, Dana Ripley, Michael 

Horvath, John Renner, Krystyna Supplee, Mark Supplee, Terrence 

Hamill, and Sarah Hamill. 

Phil Woodruff is this month’s captain. 

Today’s sanctuary flowers are presented by:  

Frieda and Dave Bailey in celebration of their Christ Church 

Family. 

AND 

Gordon McPherson in loving memory of his wife, Elaine 

McPherson. 

http://www.cumclansdale.org/
mailto:secretary@cumclansdale.org
mailto:tlbernhardt@yahoo.com
mailto:katie.mccarter@gmail.com


 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 

MEDITATION - When Joseph awoke from sleep he did as the angel of 

the Lord commanded him.  -Matthew 1:24 

 

*please stand if you are able 

Hymns indicated with “TFWS” can be found in the small black hymnal at 

the end of the pews. 

 

 

GATHERING 

WORSHIP BEFORE WORSHIP (10:40)               Fish Food 

PASTORAL GREETING 

PRELUDE                                                           Agape Ringers  

                  “Mary, Did You Know?”   arr. Anna Laura Page 

(Please use this time to prepare your heart for worship.) 

 

 

ENTRANCE 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH – Isaiah 35:10               The Nase Family  

      Scripture: Hear the words of the Prophet Isaiah -- And the redeemed 

of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting 

joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

      Blessing: We light this candle as a symbol of Christ our Joy. May the 

joyful promise of your presence, O God, make us rejoice in our 

hope of salvation.       

      Response: Christ is coming soon! 

*OPENING CAROL                  “He Is Born”                           No.  228 

OPENING PRAYER 

 Liturgist: The Lord be with you. 

 People: And also with you. 

 Liturgist: Let us pray together. 

 People: With joy we anticipate the fulfillment of your promises. The 

messages of the prophets became the events we celebrate. Now 

we open ourselves to experience the completion of your word in 

our lives. Emmanuel, meet us here today. Amen.  

 

 

PROCLAMATION & RESPONSE 

SCRIPTURE LESSON: Matthew 1:18-25                            pg. 1 NT 

 Reader: This is the Word of God for us. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 

ANTHEM     Chancel Choir  

                                                 “Joseph’s Song”                        Larson/Martin  

CHILDREN’S SERMON          Ann Greiner 

 (After the Children’s Sermon, children, 4 years through 5th grade, 

may leave the Sanctuary and go to Circuit Kids in rooms 23-26.)  

*CAROL                        “Once in Royal David’s City”                         No. 250 

SERMON             Pastor Nicholson             

“Let Every Heart Prepare Him Room: Room on My Calendar” 

*CAROL                “Star-Child”                            TFWS No. 2095 

 

 

December 16, 2018 

11:00 a.m.  

Let Every Heart  

Prepare Him Room 

Welcome to Worship at   

Transforming Lives in the Love of Jesus Christ 

THE CONGREGATION’S PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

 Eternal God, we confess that though we like to call you Lord, we 

also like to remain in charge of our own calendar and jealously 

guard our time. We find it hard to keep Sabbath. We try to “fit you 

in” to the busyness of our lives, when you should be the organizing 

priority of all we do. We fail to receive your gifts because we are 

moving too fast. We fail to be your gifts because our schedule is too 

full for others. Forgive us. May the “tyranny of the urgent” be 

conquered by the love of the Eternal found in Jesus. Amen. 

PERSONAL CONFESSION in silence with organ/piano meditation 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE            Psalm 27:14 

 Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait 

for the Lord. 

*THE PEACE 

BRINGING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS TO GOD 

 (You may complete a prayer card in the pew rack in front of you 

and place it in the offering plate or hand it to one of our pastors.) 

OFFERTORY              “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        arr. M. Hayes  

*DOXOLOGY                               No. 95 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts; 

 Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

 

THANKSGIVING  

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND CONCERN                                

THE LORD’S PRAYER – use “trespasses”                             pg. 895 

 

 

SENDING FORTH 

*HYMN                            “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”               No. 251 

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING 

*POSTLUDE                “Angels From the Realms of Glory”        E. C. Johnson  

(If you are able, please remain in the pews briefly for the postlude.) 

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Services 

3:30pm– An active service for young (preschool) children and their 

families. 

 

6pm– A service of Christmas lessons and carols brought by our older 

children featuring special music, congregational singing, and 

candle lighting. 

 

8:30pm & 11pm– Celebrating the Nativity through the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion, preaching the Word, special music, as well as singing 

of Christmas carols and candle lighting. 


