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A CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE OF CAROLS,  

COMMUNION AND CANDLELIGHTING 

DECEMbER 24, 2020 

11:00 p.M. 



� 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE       “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen”                                      arr. R. Elmore                                           
              Organist, Katie Campbell       
GREETING 
 
WELCOMING PRAYER / THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
LESSONS AND CAROLS 

GOSPEL LESSON: Genesis 3:6-13 (Sin Enters the World)         Pg. 3 
CAROL                                                 “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”                                                No. 196 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Genesis 22:15-28 (A Promise is Made to Abraham)     Pg. 18 
CAROL                                                   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                   No. 211, v. 1, 2, 7 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 (A Prophecy Regarding a Light in the Darkness)            Pg. 638 
CAROL                                                    “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”                                       No. 216, v. 1, 2 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-4a (The Messiah to Come from the Line of David)                         Pg. 640 
CAROL                                                   “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                                   No. 211, v. 4, 5, 6 
 
ANTHEM       “Sleeping Adonai”                                       by Heather Sorenson 
                          sung by Chancel Choir  
AN ECHO PRAYER* 
CAROL                                                       “Go Tell It On The Mountain”                                                     No. 251 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 2:1-12 (The Visit of the Magi)                    Pg. 2 
CAROL                                                                “We Three Kings”                                                    No. 254, v. 1, 5 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: John 1:1-5, 9-14 (The Word Became Flesh)            Pg. 91-92 
CAROL                                                          “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                            No. 234, v. 1, 2 
 
GOSPEL LESSON: Titus 3:3-7 (We Are Saved Because of His Love)               Pg. 215 
CAROL                                                                  “Silent Night”                                                                     No. 239 
 
BLESSING 
 
POSTLUDE                                              “Angels We Have Heard on High”                                        arr. D. Wood                              
 
*An Echo Prayer can be used as a prayer to God, or it can be used as a way to communicate God's 
word to us. It is cooperative and scripted, where voices speak in succession with periods where they 
overlap and build upon one another. This echo prayer brings us the story of the birth of Christ as 
prophecies are brought to fruition.    



� 

Gospel Lessons (NRSV) 
Genesis 3:6-13  
 

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the 
eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; 
and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of 
both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves to-
gether and made loincloths for themselves. 8 They heard the sound of the LORD God walking 
in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 He said, “I heard the sound of you 
in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 
from the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you 
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 
 
Genesis 22:15-28 
 
15 The angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, says the LORD: Because you have done this, and have not withheld 
your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous 
as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall pos-
sess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain 
blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.” 19 So Abraham returned to 
his young men, and they arose and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham lived at 
Beer-sheba. 20 Now after these things it was told Abraham, “Milcah also has borne children, 
to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz the firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 
22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.” 23 Bethuel became the father of Rebekah. 
These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 24 Moreover, his concubine, whose 
name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah. 
 
Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 
 
2 The people who walked in darkness   
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
    on them light has shined. 
6 For a child has been born for us, 
    a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; 
    and he is named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 

7 His authority shall grow continually, 
    and there shall be endless peace 
for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
    He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness 
    from this time onward and forevermore. 
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.  
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Isaiah 11:1-4a  
 
11 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
    or decide by what his ears hear; 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
 

Matthew 2:1-12  
 
2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2 asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.” 3 When King  
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4 and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 
6 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
    who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search  
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go 
and pay him homage.” 9 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of 
them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10 When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 
11 On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold,  
frankincense, and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, 
they left for their own country by another road. 
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John 1:1-5, 9-14  
 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He 
was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not  
overcome it. 
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who  
received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son,[c] full of grace and truth. 
 
Titus 3:3-7  
 
3 For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various passions and 
pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, despicable, hating one another. 4 But when 
the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because 
of any works of righteousness that we had done, but according to his mercy, through the 
water[a] of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. 6 This Spirit he poured out on us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified by his grace, we might  
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 
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Contact Us! 
1020 S. Valley Forge Road, Lansdale, PA  19446 
Church Website                           www.cumclansdale.org 
Church Email                secretary@cumclansdale.org 
Church Phone                          215-855-1643 
Preschool Website             www.christumcpreschool.com� 
Preschool Phone                       215-412-7836 
Prayer Concerns                     prayers@cumclansdale.org 

See our full staff list on our website  
www.cumclansdale.org —and click on Meet Our Staff! 

 
A special thank-you to all who help make the worship services possible!! 

 
 

Transforming Lives in the Love of Jesus Christ 

Want to find out more about Christ UMC?  
 

Thursdays in January (14, 21, & 28) we will be having classes via Zoom at 7pm. These classes 
will help explain how the church and denomination functions, and what it means to be a 

Member of Christ UMC. While this is open to everyone, we will also be using these classes to 
welcome new members in to our congregation. If you have any questions please call the 

office or speak with Pastor Zach or Pastor Tawny. 


