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 Tonight we are continuing on with the story of Hezekiah. However, instead of 

looking at the story in 2 Kings 19 or the very brief description in 2 Chronicles 32, we will 
be looking at it in Isaiah 37. I really like how these stories are in multiple locations in 

the Bible. It helps us to see the stories in more detail and I think gives us a better 
understanding of the historical setting. 

 Last week - if you recall - the Assyrian army invaded Judah. King Hezekiah tried to 
pay them off to get them to leave, but to no avail. They had taken many of the fortified 

cities of the region and now Hezekiah was pinned in the capital of Jerusalem, completely 
surrounded by the Assyrian army. Assyrian leaders spoke with some of Hezekiah’s 

officials. When they returned and reported to Hezekiah, he was completely devastated at 

what was going on. Isaiah 37:1 tells us, “When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his 
clothes, covered himself with sackcloth and went into the house of the Lord.” 

 So he went into the house of the Lord and began the mourning process. He torn 
his clothes, put on sackcloth, and probably put ashes on his head. These were all signs 

of mourning, signs of grief, and signs of repentance. He sent a few of his leaders - the 
person in charge of the palace, the secretary, a few of the senior priests (also covered in 

sackcloth) - to go see the prophet Isaiah. Hezekiah gave them this message to share 
with Isaiah. “This day is a day of distress, of rebuke, and of disgrace; children have 

come to the birth, and there is no strength to bring them forth. It may be that 
the Lord your God heard the words of the Rabshakeh, whom his master the king of 

Assyria has sent to mock the living God, and will rebuke the words that the Lord your 
God has heard; therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left” (Isaiah 37:3-4). 

(Rabshakeh was the title of one of the Assyrian army leaders.) 
 Hezekiah did a lot of things right at this point. One, he recognized exactly what 

was going on and started expressing his grief and remorse. He didn’t go into denial. He 

didn’t trivialize what was happening and shrug it off. He took it seriously. Two, he went 
to the house of the Lord. Hezekiah could have turned his back on God. How often do 

people face hardships and then up getting angry at God and turn away? City after city 
had fallen, he could have seen that God was not with them and then tried to go his own 

way. But instead, he went to where he knew God would be. Third, he sought out the 
Lord further. He sent word to the prophet to hear what God would have them do. 

 The message he sent to Isaiah was pretty interesting. He used a phrase of an 
impending disaster. Like a woman worn out during childbirth, she has no more strength 

to continue and deliver the child. So it was with Judah. They had no strength left - all of 
their fortified cities were lost except for one. (Side note: when Judah does finally fall 

years later, this would be their sin - that they put too much trust in their own defenses 
rather than in their God.) He knew that their only hope was that God would take offense 

to the words that the Assyrians said, blaspheming God and comparing the Lord of Judah 
with the false pagan gods of other nations. And finally, he asked Isaiah to pray. Pray for 

the remnant of people left in Jerusalem that their lives would be spared. Isaiah 



 

 

responded, “Say to your master: Thus says the Lord: Do not be afraid because of the 

words that you have heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have reviled 

me. I myself will put a spirit in him, so that he shall hear a rumor and return to his own 
land; I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land” (37:6-7). 

 I encourage you to read the whole story in Isaiah 37, but the long and short of it 
is this: The king of Assyria left to fight somewhere else. The leaders that spoke to the 

people of Jerusalem back peddled and tried to maintain their control over Jerusalem by 
sending a letter to Hezekiah. They pretty much said, “don’t let your God fool you. Our 

king will be back and you will be destroyed, so don’t go anywhere.”  
 Now Hezekiah could have thought, “this is it. This is what God promised. We are 

good to go.” But instead of being arrogant and proud for repelling the invading army 
himself, he returned to God and prayed that they would be delivered. Isaiah reported 

that God heard his prayer and that God would save them. An angel of God miraculously 
struck down 185,000 men in the Assyrian camp overnight and they retreated. The king 

went home and was later assassinated by his sons. Judah was delivered from the 
Assyrians and the nation rejoiced. 

 Psalm 66 is a psalm of thanksgiving. We are not quite sure who wrote it, but the 

wording of the psalm points to this story specifically. It is split into two main sections, 
the first one is to be sung in chorus (1-12) and the second as a solo (13-20). This can 

be seen in the changing in the wording from the plural of “we” and “us” to the singular 
of “I.” The chorus is broken into three parts. The first showing that the Lord is God of all 

(v 1-4). It begins and ends with the words “all the earth” in verses 1 and 4. The second 
showing that the Lord is God of Israel (v. 5-7). This walks us through what God did in 

the history of Israel. The third shows the Lord as God for all (v. 8-12). This is evident as 
it opens “Bless Our God, O peoples”- a call to the people of the world to worship the God 

of Israel. The solo (13-20) is split into two sections. The first is the author’s resolve (v. 
13-15). They had made promises when they were in trouble. Now they would fulfill 

them. The second is the author’s witness (v. 16-20). The author implores the people to 
listen as the author recounts what God had done. 

 
Psalm 66 

Praise for God’s Goodness to Israel 

To the leader. A Song. A Psalm. 
1 Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth; 

2  sing the glory of his name; 

    give to him glorious praise. 

3  Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 

    Because of your great power, your enemies cringe before you. 

4 All the earth worships you; 
    they sing praises to you, 

    sing praises to your name.” Selah 
 

5 Come and see what God has done: 
    he is awesome in his deeds among mortals. 



 

 

6 He turned the sea into dry land; 

    they passed through the river on foot. 
There we rejoiced in him, 

7     who rules by his might forever, 
whose eyes keep watch on the nations— 

    let the rebellious not exalt themselves. Selah 
 

8 Bless our God, O peoples; 
    let the sound of his praise be heard, 

9 who has kept us among the living 
    and has not let our feet slip. 

10 For you, O God, have tested us; 
    you have tried us as silver is tried. 

11 You brought us into the net; 
    you laid burdens on our backs; 

12 you let people ride over our heads; 

    we went through fire and through water; 
yet you have brought us out to a spacious place. 

 
13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings; 

    I will pay you my vows, 
14 those that my lips uttered 

    and my mouth promised when I was in trouble. 
15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fatted calves, 

    with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; 
I will make an offering of bulls and goats. Selah 

 
16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, 

    and I will tell what he has done for me. 
17 I cried aloud to him, 

    and he was extolled with my tongue. 

18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, 
    the Lord would not have listened. 

19 But truly God has listened; 
    he has heard the words of my prayer. 

20 Blessed be God, 
    who has not rejected my prayer 

    or removed his steadfast love from me. 
 

 There is a lot of truth in this psalm. God is a God of all things. God created all 
things. For those who believe, the Lord is our God. And because of that, God deserves 

our praise. We’ve probably all said a few of those prayers asking for God’s help with a 
promise that we would do something in return. If you cancel school tomorrow, I promise 

I will get my homework done. (I made quite a few of these.) If you get me out of this 
jam, I promise to be nicer to my sibling, or go to church more, or whatever it is. 



 

 

 I don’t think God works that way where we make a promise and God’s like, “oh 

that sounds like a tempting offer. I will take it and do what you ask!” God is better than 
that. God does for us because of God’s love for us, not because of a bribe. But a lot of 

times we make those promises because we know that it is the right thing to do. It is 
right to be nicer to people and to be more faithful in our spirituality. So when God does 

move in our lives, we should respond. And it shouldn’t be a just an internal response, 
where we change something in ourselves. It should be an external response where we 

tell others of what God did. As the psalmist writes, “Come and hear, all you who fear 
God, and I will tell what he has done for me” (v. 16). 

 Do you think King Hezekiah and the people of Judah were quiet when God saved 
them from being completely overrun? Of course not! I’m sure they told all who would 

listen. Not only would God get the glory and the credit, but it would discourage anyone 
else from trying to do the same thing because the whole world wold know that the Lord 

is God of Israel.  
 Now we may not be fighting off invading armies, but we have some battles we 

have to face. Troubles at home, troubles at work, troubles with so many different things. 

When God goes to bat for us and leads us through, shouldn’t we too want to share what 
God has done for us with others? It encourages people, helping them to see God at work 

in real life. It can help strengthen their faith as they are renewed with hope. And for 
those who don’t already believe in God, it may be the evidence they need to start to 

believe.  
 God has done amazing things for us. We should give God praise. Even when times 

seem tough, we should not give up, but give it to God. And when things work out for us, 
we should not chalk it up to coincidence or that it was our own doing. We should realize 

that it is only because God is so good. And above all else, let us remember that God 
loves us and hears us when we call. As the psalmist reminds us (19-20), “But truly God 

has listened; he has heard the words of my prayer. Blessed be God, who has not 
rejected my prayer or removed his steadfast love from me.” May we be surrounded with 

the love of God. May we look to God for all things. And may we give praise to God 
always. 


