
 

 

“A Joyful Song” 

Psalm 100 
January 29, 2023 

Rev. Zachary Hopple 
Christ UMC, Lansdale, PA 

 
Worship Question: How does music influence your spiritual life? 

 
 Today is the Great Day of Singing - a celebration of music in our worship. Music 

plays an integral part in our lives and many of us may not even know it. Have you ever 
tried to watch a tv show or movie without music? You can go on Youtube and find movie 

clips where they remove the music and you hear the just the normal sounds that would 
be in the scene if it were real life. It is rather funny to see the clip from Spider-Man 3 

where Peter Parker is dancing down the street and there is no music playing. Everyone 
was looking at him as if he were on another planet, and you would too if you saw 

someone dancing down the street for no reason. You can also find videos where they 

take a movie clip and play different types of music overtop of it and it changes the feel 
of the clip entirely. Like in Jurassic Park when they first see the dinosaurs. It is 

interesting to see that clip with comical music playing in the background. The music that 
is chosen to accompany a scene adds more to the story than dialogue ever could alone, 

because music conveys emotions where words alone cannot. 
 Now today is not Music Sunday, it is the Great Day of Singing. So we are not just 

looking at music but the music we sing. How many of you actually look at the words that 
we sing while we are in worship? There is a reason they are called the hymns of our 

faith. The authors took theological insights and put them to music. Catchy tunes that we 
could sing along with and get stuck in our head throughout the week. I’m sure that you 

have all gotten an earworm of a song stuck in your head any number of times and it 
keeps playing and playing in your brain like a skipping record player. Well when those 

songs have theological significance, not only does the tune get stuck in your head, but 
so do the words.  

 Have you actually looked at some of the words we sing and considered what they 

mean? Let’s look at my favorite hymn, It Is Well with My Soul (Hymn 377 if you care to 
look). I love the third verse, and I love to sing the tenor line of it because it gets nice 

and high right at key parts of the phrase. “My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 
My sin, not in part but the whole, is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, praise the 

Lord, praise the Lord, o my soul!” How beautiful are those words? 
 How many of you have a favorite hymn? Those hymns are our favorites for a 

number of reasons. Maybe it is because of the tune, maybe it is the words, maybe it is 
because of a time in your life when the song brought you comfort and hope, or it 

reminds you of someone or a loved one. Those hymns speak to our soul and gives us a 
piece of God. But the hymns are also a way to express our praise and thanksgiving to 

God. In a few minutes we will be singing another hymn, “When in Our Music God is 
Glorified” (UMH # 68). The words are beautiful. I don’t want to spoil it though, but the 

last verse tells us, “let every instrument be tuned for praise! Let all rejoice who have 
voice to raise! And may God give us faith to sing always Alleluia!”  



 

 

 We are all to sing in praise and adoration of our God. In fact singing is so 

important to worship that John Wesley actually gave us instructions that are printed in 
the front of our Bibles (page vii). He tells us to “learn these tunes before you learn any 

other; afterwards learn as many as you please.” These songs share with us important 
aspects of our faith, and so yes, it is important we learn them. He instructs us to sing 

them as they are written because they were written that way for a reason. He tells us 
that we are all to sing and that we are to join together with one another as frequently as 

possible to sing these songs. It doesn’t matter how good we sing or not because our 
voices are important to the mix.  

 I have to read point four, because I find it the funniest. “Sing lustily and with a 
good courage. Beware of singing as if you were half dead, or half asleep; but lift your 

voice with strength. Be no more afraid of your voice now, nor more ashamed of its being 
heard, than when you sung the songs of Satan.” (Uplifting isn’t it?) 

 His next two talk about singing together - that our voices will blend together in 
unity. And finally, Wesley talks about singing spiritually. We are to “have an eye to God 

in every word [we] sing.” We are to focus on pleasing God with our songs, not anyone 

else. And the wonderful thing about God is that God doesn’t care if we can actually sing 
or not. Going back to the scripture we just read from Psalm 100, (which by the way all 

the Psalms are song lyrics - it’s like reading their hymnal) it tells us, “Shout for joy to 
the Lord, all the earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful 

songs.” It never said sing beautifully to the Lord. It says “shout.” It is to be “joyful.” We 
are to be thankful and full of praise. We are to enter into God’s courts with thanksgiving 

and we are to do so often if not continually. None of those things means that it has to be 
good, but it does have to be heartfelt. 

 I may have used this story before. I can’t remember, so if I did, I apologize. My 
grandmother was a wonderful woman, but she was not the greatest singer. She sang 

alto in the church choir and many took pity on my Dad as the choir director. One time 
she decided to help with a fundraiser for the church. They placed two containers in the 

back of the church. People were instructed to put money in the jars to vote for whether 
or not they wanted my grandmother to sing a solo in church. Now my great-

grandmother thought this was a great idea and she kept putting money in the “yes” jar. 

The church’s pianist did not like the idea and kept stuffing the “no” jar. After a few 
weeks, they raised over $1,000 and my grandmother got to sing a solo in church. Her 

song of choice was “I Can’t Sing Purdy but I Sure Sing Loud.” It didn’t matter to her that 
she was not the greatest singer in the world. But she loved to sing, especially for God. 

 It reminds me of the story of David bringing the Ark of the Covenant into 
Jerusalem. He failed the first time because he did things the way that he wanted. But 

when he changed his heart and did it the way God wanted he was blessed. He danced 
before the Ark with all of his might. His wife did not really approve of what he did. She 

said to him, “How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, going around half-

naked in full view of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!” (2 Sam 

6:20b). But I love David’s response, “It was before the Lord, who chose me rather than 

your father or anyone from his house when he appointed me ruler over the Lord’s people 

Israel—I will celebrate before the Lord. I will become even more undignified than this, 

and I will be humiliated in my own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be 
held in honor” (2 Sam 6:21-22). It was before God that David danced and worshiped, 



 

 

and it was for God alone. He didn’t care what anyone else thought about it. He was 

praising and worshiping God. Those who saw him knew what he was doing, and they 
knew why, because they saw his heart (well all except his wife). 

 Are we like David? Do we sing from the bottom of our soul even if we can’t make 
the “purdiest” of sounds? Do we dance in worship of God with every fiber of our being 

regardless of who is watching us? It is too easy to get focused in on ourselves and be 
self-conscious when we are around others in worship. We worry about those around us 

and what they think if we started to sing a little louder, or maybe even dance a little bit. 
(Oh sorry we are Methodist. But we can at least sway a little bit couldn’t we?) But 

seriously we are all to be here for one purpose - to praise God. And all that we do in 
worship should be done to please God and should not be based on what our neighbors 

are thinking of us. 
 On this great day of singing, while I know it may not be everyone’s favorite, it still 

all boils down to one thing. Worship is not about us. It is not about what we want. It is 
all about God. Worship is to be all about showing our appreciation to God who blesses us 

daily. God gives us everything and loves it when we say “thank you.” God loves it when 

we worship. It reminds me of Psalm 95:6-7. “Come, let us bow down in worship, let us 
kneel before the Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, 

the flock under his care.” When we kneel before God we humble ourselves we make 
ourselves low before the Lord of all things. We make ourselves small to put things in 

perspective in front of an infinite God. Because God made us, and we are under God’s 
care - so much so that God came here as Jesus to die on the cross to save us from our 

sins and give us eternal life. Is there anything more beautiful or wonderful? That alone 
deserves our worship. 

 I want to leave you with the words of Psalm 40:1-3. “I waited patiently for 
the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry. He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the 

mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand. He put a 
new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Many will see and fear the Lord 

and put their trust in him.” 
 I pray that the songs we sing today in worship blesses your soul. But more 

importantly, I pray that they are pleasing to God. “Give thanks to him and praise his 

name. For the Lord is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations” (Psalm 100:4b-5). 


