
TITHING 

The Bible asks us to give our first and our best back to God and He will 
bless the rest (Leviticus 27:30 NIV84, Deuteronomy 14:23 TLB). The 
word "tithe" is derived from the Hebrew word ma’aser and it literally 
means a “tenth” of our income. We return to the Lord 10% of what He's 
given us, because it belongs to Him. The tithe is a very practical and 
tangible way to put God first.  
 
Ten percent of everything belongs to the Lord. In Malachi 3:10-11, God 
says, "Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse that there may be food in 
my house." The 'storehouse' is the Old Testament picture of the New 
Testament church. So as New Testament believers, we worship the Lord 
with the tithe; or the ten percent. 
 
God doesn't need our money. He owns everything. But we give first 
because it takes faith to give first and God wants us to trust Him. He tells 
us in Proverbs 3:9-10 to "honor the Lord with your wealth, with the first 
fruits of all your crops and then your barns will be filled with overflowing." 
We give first and the blessings of God follow. 
 
What happens to the money we give? 
 
God provides for the ministry of Victory Family Worship Center through 
your tithes and offerings. We honor your gifts with faithful stewardship, 
ethical business practices, and full accountability so that the financial 
integrity of VFWC remains beyond reproach. 
	  
Ways to give: 
 
You've got options when you're deciding how to give at VFWC.  
Cash (to us, that means currency and checks, as well as online giving by 
credit cards and bank account payments) is the easiest method and 
provides the most immediate benefit. You can also mail your contribution 
to: 
Victory Family Worship Center 
P.O. Box 505 
Friona, Texas 79035 
 
 
 
 



What is our position on tithing? 
VFWC has always been a proponent of tithing (or giving one-tenth of 
one’s personal income to support the work of God). We believe tithing is 
a recognition that everything we have comes from God. The practice 
checks our greed, promotes personal discipline and thrift, testifies to our 
faith, promotes God’s work in the world, and alleviates human need. 
While we do not believe tithing to be a condition for salvation, we do 
believe it is a very important biblical model, one which should set the 
minimal standard for Christian giving for people in all income ranges. 
Though some people believe tithing was an Old Testament practice not 
intended for New Testament Christians, we believe the bible teaches that 
tithing is still God’s design for supporting the ministry and reaching the 
world with the gospel. It is true there is no direct commandment in the 
New Testament saying, "You must tithe to God one-tenth of your 
income"; but there is also no statement declaring the Old Testament plan 
as no longer valid. 

Some oppose tithing today quoting Matthew 23:23 as proof text. In doing 
so they actually twist Jesus’ words to teach just the opposite of what 
Jesus clearly said. "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you 
hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices... But you have neglected the 
more important matters of the law–justice, mercy and faithfulness." 
Stopping at that point in the verse might allow some misinterpretation. 
But Jesus continued, "You should have practiced the latter, without 
neglecting the former." From here we see that Jesus regarded the Old 
Testament practice of tithing as continuing into the new covenant under 
which we now live. 

The practice of tithing predates the giving of the Old Testament law. 
Abraham tithed in response to God’s blessing and faithfulness (Genesis 
14:18-20) and was no doubt blessed because of his faithful tithing. Under 
the law, proceeds from the tithes were directed primarily for the support 
of the Levites and priests who provided religious leadership (Numbers 
18:21-29) and for the relief of the needy (Deuteronomy 14:22-29). 
Today’s church still relies on the support of tithers. 

 

 

 

 

 



CONCERNS: 

Christians can miss out on God’s abundant blessing by looking on the 
tithe as the entire requirement for giving. The tithe is only one aspect of 
support for the church and its ministry of spreading the gospel. The Bible 
also mentions voluntary offerings given by God’s people over and above 
the required tithe. Of course, the attitude with which both tithes and 
offerings are given is very important. God loves a cheerful giver  
(2 Corinthians 9:7). The giving of either tithes or offerings with a 
grudging spirit loses much of the blessing that can come as we faithfully 
give out of love rather than obligation. 
 
VFWC is also concerned about people who withhold tithes when they do 
not like decisions and directions espoused by spiritual leaders. Christians 
should fellowship with a local body of believers and bring their whole 
tithes into that storehouse (Malachi 3:10). Though some of the Israelites 
may not have liked decisions made by Moses and his successors, they 
were given no alternatives. While we may designate some of our offerings 
(beyond the tithes) to ministries outside the local church, the tithes 
rightfully belong in the church with which the Christian identifies. And if 
one is not identifying with a local body of believers, he or she disregards 
God’s instruction that we not forsake assembling together with believers 
(Hebrews 10:25). 

Some Christians do not tithe, claiming they cannot afford to give up 10 
percent of their income. Simple arithmetic may suggest that 90 percent 
will not go as far as 100 percent in satisfying essential family needs. But 
God has built a multiplication factor into our giving of tithes and offerings. 
Malachi recorded God’s words, "Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse... Test me in this... and see if I will not throw open the 
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not 
have room enough for it" (Malachi 3:10). Though we do not give to God 
in order to get more back, as some suggest we should, God’s promises 
are still true–if our giving is according to His instruction. 


