
A Workbook for 
Gospel-Driven Generosity



The Further Initiative is a 
comprehensive plan for 
Crawford Avenue to become 
a radically generous church 
so we can further our 
mission together.

Our mission as a church is 
to glorify God by enjoying, 
living, and proclaiming the 
Gospel.
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Dear members and friends of Crawford Avenue, 
Through the recent Merger, God is presenting our 

church body with a unique opportunity to share the love of 
Christ and the good news of His saving grace with Harrisburg, 
the larger CSRA, and the nations. 

God has been faithful to bring us this far, and now it 
is time for us, dependent upon His grace, to go Further! 
Further in our knowledge and joy in Him. Further in our love 
and commitment to one another. Further in our eagerness 
to love and serve our city. Further in our determination to 
raise up and send out gospel leaders. Further in our efforts 
to reach the unreached peoples of the world. 

If we are to go further in the mission of God, it will 
require that we go further in our generosity as well. God has 
intertwined the success of His mission with the generosity 
of His people. God has determined that the mission of God 
is to be funded by the people of God. As we, His people, 
give generously, God is glorified as the supreme treasure of 
our heart, God’s mission is funded and carried along, and 
God is glorified. We hope this workbook will help you to 
consider what the Bible says about generosity, and that the 
worksheets involved will help you take further steps in your 
spiritual growth and discipleship.

In 2 Corinthians 8, Paul admonishes the church in 
Corinth to give generously to support their fellow Christians 
in Judea, who are suffering. In verse 8, Paul writes, “But as 
you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
all earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel 
in this act of grace also.” May we also “excel in this act of 
grace.” May this be a tremendous season of spiritual growth 
in our body. May we go Further in our generosity so that the 
mission of God might be accomplished through us.  

In His Grace, 

Pastor Bert 
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READING GUIDE
WEEK 1 ::: October 4 - 10

Read “Our History” and answer questions.
Read “Our Mission” and answer questions.
Read “The Further Initiative Explained.”
Complete Week One devotionals.

WEEK 2 ::: October 11 - 17
Read “Our Vision” and answer questions.
Read Frequently Asked Questions.
Begin “Taking Further Steps.”
Complete Week Two devotionals.

WEEK 3 ::: October 18 - 24
Complete “Taking Further Steps.”
Complete Week Three devotionals.
Attend Reach Conference on Saturday, October 24.
Fill out your Commitment Card for October 25.

WEEK 4 ::: October 25 - 31
Submit your Commitment Card on October 25th.
Complete Week Four devotionals.



I  will cause your name 
to be remembered in all 
generations;
therefore nations will 
praise you forever & ever.

Psalm 45:17

OUR HISTORY

4

Stories of hardship, perseverance, and sacrifice 
perforate the history of Crawford Avenue Baptist 
Church, but the lavish faithfulness of God is a 
constant theme. The commitment of the saints who 
have gone before us leaves an admirable legacy.

The story of God’s faithfulness to Crawford 
Avenue began in 1881 when First Baptist Church 
of Augusta started an ongoing Bible study to reach 
the community of Harrisburg. Meeting at the corner 
of Telfair and Crawford Avenue, this small band of  
11 believers ultimately formed a new church plant,  
naming themselves “Berean Baptist Church.”

In just two years’ time, the church grew from 11 
members to 105 members with 157 enrolled in Bible 
study. They experienced numerous growing pains, 
as the newly formed congregation was far from 
wealthy. During these early years, a group known 
as “The Ladies Aid Society” formed. These ladies, 
without a penny to their name, sold barbecue and 
held rummage sales to come up with money to pay 
the pastor’s salary and purchase a piano.

In 1908, the church dissolved its constitution 
and reformed as “Crawford Avenue Baptist Church.”  
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The church met regularly and gave sacrificially, 
sometimes struggling just to keep coal in the stove.
Even in these seasons, the Lord was faithful. In 1924 
alone, 103 people came to faith in Christ. When they 
ran out of room in their buildings, Sunday school 
classes began meeting in old street cars donated 
by the city. 

Over a 13 year period the church grew from 
762 members in 1928 to 1,591 members in 1941. 
Committed to reaching beyond their neighborhood, 
CABC planted three new churches over the course 
of their history, and contributed funds to numerous 
other church plants.

As the church continued to increase in size, 
they continued to build. In 1955 they began work 
on the congregational worship space we use today. 
Committing their work to the Lord and experiencing 
His blessing, they pushed forward in faith, took out 
a loan, and trusted in the Lord to provide. Six years 
later, the debt was entirely paid off.

By their generosity over the decades, the saints 
of Crawford Avenue have created an outpost for the 
gospel. As Berea Baptist Church joins with Crawford 
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Avenue, we receive these facilities as an inheritance 
of their generosity. 

Eleven faithful believers began to reach their 
neighborhood for Christ here over a century ago, 
impacting generations today that they never knew. 
May God grant us grace & tenacity to move forward 
in faith, continuing to impact the world for His glory!

CONSIDER:
What strikes you about the saints who have gone 
before us? How has their generosity effected you?

Have you considered that the Lord might use you 
to impact the history of Augusta? Why or why not?

In what ways do you think our perspective on 
generosity has changed in the last century?
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Our mission as a church 
is to glorify God by 
enjoying, l iving, and 
proclaiming the Gospel.

OUR MISSION
God’s glory is the central theme of all of 

Scripture. The reason it is the central theme of all of 
Scripture is because it is the central theme of God. 
One passage that communicates God’s passion for 
His own glory is Isaiah 42:8. “I am the LORD; that is 
my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise 
to carved idols.” God esteems His glory above all 
other things, so much so that He will not share His 
glory with anyone or anything else.  

When we talk about giving glory to God, we are 
really talking about motivations. What motivates us 
to do the things we do? What brings us joy? Who or 
what is the most important priority? Man’s instinctive 
and sinful response is, “Me! I’m most important.” 

The gospel, however, pulls us away from giving 
ourselves glory and directs us to give glory to God.
This good news tells us that Jesus came, lived a 
sinless life, died on a cross bearing our sin, and rose 
again claiming victory for those who submit to Him. 

By living lives centered on the gospel, we 
are constantly reminded that God is the only one 
worthy of praise. Am I a good person? No! No one 
is good except God alone,” [Mark 10:18]. Can I be 
redeemed 9



redeemed by my good works? No! “By grace you 
have been saved, through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God,” [Eph.2:8]. God 
began the good work in you, and God will finish it 
[Php.1:6]. “Not to us, oh Lord, not to us, but to your 
name be the glory, for the sake of your steadfast 
love and faithfulness,” [Ps. 115:1]

We give glory to God when we enjoy, live, and 
proclaim this Gospel. He receives the praise that is 
due him when we enjoy his salvation and revel in his 
amazing grace towards us. He is exalted when we 
live lives that display the Gospel through personal 
sacrifice, serving God and loving our neighbor. He 
is renowned when we proclaim the incomparable 
Good News of the gospel in our community and with 
the nations. God is glorious, and we are dedicated 
to giving Him the glory he deserves.

Consider all that our heavenly Father has given 
us! Our God is a God of lavish generosity. “He who 
did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 
how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things?” [Rom. 8:32] This is radical generosity! Our 
heavenly Father, wanting for nothing, offered His 
Son as a sacrifice to bring us back to Himself, the 
source of everything good. Why? Because grace, 
mercy, long-suffering patience, love, and sacrifice 
are all facets of God’s perfect character. God gives 
because it is in His nature to do so. 

As recipients of God’s radical generosity, 
doesn’t it make sense for us to be a people of radical 
generosity? We love because God first loved us, 
and we give because everything we have comes 
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from Him. May we be a church that truly glorifies 
God by enjoying, living, and proclaiming the gospel 
through our every endeavor.

CONSIDER:
How do you think God’s generosity should impact 
the generosity of the church? In what ways would 
you like the gospel to shape your generosity 
personally?

Are you giving higher priority to some endeavor 
other than God’s glory? At the end of the day, 
who receives glory from your time, energy, and 
finances?

Pray and ask the Lord to help you see any barriers 
or blinders that could be keeping you from 
glorifying Him more fully. What is He showing you?
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What would it look like 
if, by God’s grace, we 
were empowered as a 
community to faithfully 
live out our mission?

OUR VISION
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This is what we hope to see in the years to come...
ENJOYING THE GOSPEL

A palpable love & joy in the gospel is present among us.

When we gather there is a sense of joy and expectation. 
We come to meet God, to hear the good news, and to 
enjoy and serve one another.

We long to hear the gospel preached with theological 
clarity, contextual wisdom, prophetic boldness, and 
authentic joy.

We love to sing the gospel with vigor and zeal and relish 
the opportunity to express the gospel in appropriate 
art forms.

We love the Bible because it is the revelation of the good 
news of Jesus. More and more people are reading their 
Bibles, seeing the value of theology, and eager to hear 
the Word of God preached and taught.

We are seeing that the gospel relates to every aspect of 
life. Our inclination is to approach everything with the 
question, “How does the gospel apply to this situation?” 
As a result, our minds and our hearts are increasingly 
influenced by the gospel.
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LIVING THE GOSPEL

Our community is marked by genuine love, friendship, 
and concern.

Community is valued and is expressed through a robust 
understanding and commitment to church membership.

Relationships move beyond the superficial.

Vulnerability, confession of sin, and forgiveness are the 
norm.

Members are trained and eager to care for the heart.

An area-wide and even international soul care ministry 
is taking place by trained counselors on staff but even 
more so by trained lay people.

Soul care is based on biblical principles and rooted in 
the gospel. It is part of the culture of our church, so much 
so that the broken and hurting in our communities seek 
out the people of Crawford Avenue for help.

Our church & our community are seeing/experiencing 
that the gospel applies to every aspect of life.

Marriage between one man and one woman is 
encouraged and celebrated without diminishing those 
called to singleness.
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Married couples  in our congregation are growing in 
love, companionship, and intimacy.

Marriages are being restored.

Husbands and wives are embracing and celebrating the 
distinct yet complimentary roles God has given them at 
home and in the church.

Men are humbly taking initiative and leading for the 
benefit of their wives, their children, the church, and the 
greater mission of the church.

Family worship is the norm.

We are a diverse people not because our central focus 
is diversity, but our central focus is the gospel which 
inspires diversity. Though our city has been broken by 
racial division for centuries, we stand out as a compelling 
witness, influence, and voice for racial reconciliation.

PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL

There is a deep sense in our church and in the community 
that Crawford Avenue cares and Crawford Avenue is 
committed to the truth of the gospel. We are known for 
both gospel presence and gospel proclamation.

We practically love the weak, the distressed, and the 
poor of our area.

Community leaders rejoice that Crawford Avenue is 
present in the community because it is evident that we 
love the people of our community and the community 
is benefiting from our engaged, active, and sacrificial 
presence.
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We are loving, courageous, winsome advocates for 
life. In our communities, abortions are on the decline. 
Adoption is on the rise. Life is celebrated.

Rejoicing that God predestined us for adoption, we are 
champions for orphaned children. Our church is known 
for a culture of adoption.

We promote and enjoy a culture of hospitality in which 
members are opening their homes to build community 
with fellow members and to build relationships with the 
unchurched and hurting in their area.

Folks are eager to invite unbelieving friends to Crawford 
Avenue because the gospel is clearly, faithfully, and 
winsomely proclaimed and applied to the particular 
concerns, fears, dreams, and brokenness of our 
communities.

As a result of our love for the gospel, for one another, and 
for our community, folks are increasingly drawn to our 
gatherings. They want to be a part of God’s goodness 
toward us! Lives are being changed, real community is 
experienced, the weak are being cared for, the region 
is being changed, and people are drawn to the life that 
is in the gospel.

Our hearts have been captured by the truth that Jesus 
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became poor so that through His poverty we might 
be rich, and therefore we are joyful, sacrificial, and 
generous givers. As a result, the mission of Berea is 
well-funded and our generosity is spilling over into our 
region and into the nations for the good of others and 
the advancement of the gospel.

We are planting at least one new church a year.

100 missionaries from our church are serving on the 
mission field. Families are considering and deciding to 
commit their lives full-time to reaching the underserved 
and unreached peoples of the world. Missionaries, 
their lives, their work, their burdens, and their successes 
are constantly present in our services, prayers, 
conversations, homes, and plans.

We are regularly hearing of churches being established 
among unreached people groups through the efforts 
of our people.

CONSIDER:
Which of these statements have you seen already 
in the life of Crawford Avenue? Go back and check 
mark each one. Which are you most excited about 
seeing come to fruition? Write an exclamation 
point beside your answers.
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The Lord has 
brought us this far.

Are we ready for 
Him to take us
further?



20

Consider the recent history of Berea. Five years 
ago, Berea was a small church with a big mission. 
A group of about 30 members decided to sell the 
church property and use the proceeds to start fresh 
in a new location. After four years of steady growth 
and almost 300 in regular attendance, the church 
began to pray about their next step.

Consider the recent history of Crawford Avenue. 
It was only a year ago that the church found itself 
without a pastor and without a clear direction 
about what to do next. Over the last 40 years the 
congregation had dwindled from nearly 3,000 in 
membership to about 30 in regular attendance. The 
saints at Crawford Avenue began to pray that the 
Lord would save the church they loved so dearly.

God answered the prayers of both churches by 
bringing us together! Who would’ve thought the 
Lord would lead us to such a wonderful conclusion? 
We praise God for His kindness in answering the 
prayers of both churches with such radical and 
gracious generosity. 

For centuries, the Lord has chosen to use His 
church as the primary means of spreading His 
glorious gospel.  And when we think of the church, 
we ought not think of some faceless institution in 
which we have no part. Rather, the church is you 
and I working together as a body with many parts 
for the glory of God. We come together to work 
together, each of us using the gifts God has given 

Consider what the Lord has done for us!
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us to bring Him glory. It is with this mindset that we 
present you with The Further Initiative.

“The Further Initiative” is simply a title we’ve 
given to a season of cooperative and sacrificial 
generosity. We hope this season allows us to see 
more of God’s glory, thereby making us a radically 
generous church for years to come.

As a growing church, we’re among only about 
10% of Southern Baptist churches in America. Let 
that sink in. God has shown us lavish grace and 
favor! In light of our growth, our purpose in starting 
this initiative is not to build something that is non-
existent. Instead, we want to celebrate what God is 
doing in us and through us, going further than we 
have gone before for the glory of God. 

Just as a runner trains for a marathon, or a pianist 
practices for a recital, we want to prepare for the 
next season of ministry well. Joy and sacrifice go 
hand in hand when striving for a higher goal. As a 
church, we have a new season of ministry challenges 
ahead of us, and we want to meet those challenges 
head on. By God’s grace, we hope that our goals in 
giving and in managing our gifts well will produce 
a harvest of righteousness in our hearts. 

The Further Initiative is a 
comprehensive plan for 
Crawford Avenue to become a 
radically generous church so we 
can further our mission together.
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The Further Fund
A large component of our initiative involves 

the Further Fund. This is not to be confused with a 
traditional “Building Fund”; rather, it is an approach 
to giving that allows our church body the most 
freedom in managing our resources. This approach 
is sometimes called a “one-fund” approach, in that 
the church body contributes gifts to a single fund 
from which expenses are paid as needed. 

The Further Fund includes the following 
segments over a two year period:

As you can see, our standard yearly budget is 
included in this plan, but as standard procedure, 
the yearly budget will need to pass congregational 
approval each year. We have set these goals with 
an open hand, ready to make changes if needed. 

2016 Ministry & Operating Budget $650,000
2017 Ministry & Operating Budget $650,000
Additional Staffing $100,000
Expanded Ministry Opportunities $  50,000
Renovations $350,000*

Further Fund Goal (2 year period): $1,800,000
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* It will take almost 4 million dollars to renovate the 
entire campus of Crawford Avenue. By God’s grace 
we would love to exceed this goal, but $350,000 
will give us a healthy head start in the process.



Givers Making a 24 Month 
Commitment to the Further Fund

170 GIVING 
families /
individuals

1.8MILLION
DIVIDED BETWEEN

# of      Commitment      Total per
Givers           Amount                   Amount

1
1
2
3
3
5
10
15
30
40
60

170

$150,000
$100,000

$80,000
$60,000
$40,000
$35,000
$25,000
$12,000

$8,000
$5,000
$2,000

$150,000
$100,000
$160,000
$180,000
$120,000
$175,000
$250,000
$180,000
$240,000
$200,000
$120,000

$1,875,000

It may seem like a lofty goal, but after careful study 
we’re confident that it is acheivable if we all make 
an effort to go further in our generosity together.

The charts shown above represent what we 
might be able to expect from a congregation our 
size. The amounts reflect giving over a two year 
period, and as mentioned before, include what we 
normally receive towards our budget during the 
course of the year. No matter our income level or 
other financial resources, we can all participate in 
furthering our mission together.
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What is a Giving Ladder?
As we read from Luke 21, having a lot of money 

to give is not as important as giving sacrificially from 
what you have available to you. A giving ladder is 
a simple illustration that helps us evaluate our own 
giving. Where do you find yourself on this ladder 
now? What would be the next step for you and your 
family to take together?

I give 11-15% of my income 
to Crawford Avenue.

I faithfully give 10% of my 
income to Crawford Avenue.

I give to Crawford Avenue 
consistently, but less than 10%.

I give to Crawford Avenue, 
but not consistently.

I haven’t given to 
Crawford Avenue before now.

I give 16% or more of my 
income to Crawford Avenue.
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1. What is the Further Initiative?
Our mission as a church is to glorify God by enjoying, 
living, and proclaiming the gospel. The Further 
Initiative is a comprehensive plan for Crawford 
Avenue to become a radically generous church so 
we can further our mission together.

2. Who is Generis?
Generis is a consulting partner who works with 
local churches to create a culture of generosity 
through spiritual growth. They research, organize, 
and advise, but in no way do they make decisions 
for our church. Our Generis representative, Dave 
Anderson, is local to Augusta and a member at 
Warren Baptist Church.

3. What is the Further Fund? How is it different than 
a capital campaign or a building fund?
The Further Fund is an approach to giving and 
spending that brings our resources together, 
allowing us to be a unified church on a unified 
mission. A building fund is inflexible and can only 
be used for the purpose of contributing to brick 
and mortar. 

4. How can I participate in our Further Initiative?
•  Pray that the Lord would make our church a church 
of radical generosity. Pray that He would provide 
lavishly, not for our comfort, but for His glory!

FAQs
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•  Attend the sermon series every Sunday through 
the month of October.
• Read through this workbook and journal your 
thoughts and prayers as you go along. Share your 
thoughts with your spouse, family, or roommates.
•  Take further steps toward volunteering your time 
to gospel ministry at Crawford Avenue.
•  Fast and pray with us on Thursdays in October.
• Take “Further Steps” (p. 29) to determine how you 
might take the next step in financial generosity.
• Submit your commitment card at our service on 
October 25th so we know of your commitment.

5. Who will see my commitment card?
Only the folks who see your financial giving on 
a weekly basis will see your commitment card, 
namely, the administrative staff and the elders of 
Crawford Avenue.

6. What happens if I cannot fulfill my commitment?
Things happen. Circumstances change. So don’t 
worry; we won’t send the Crawford police after 
you. Even in challenging circumstances, though, 
we would encourage you to try and stick to your 
commitment if you can. Its not an effort to be 
legalistic, but an effort to trust God with every facet 
of our lives.

7. Can I automate my giving for the Further 
Initiative?
Yes! Fill out the back of your commitment card to 
automate your gift.

FAQs
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8. What happens if we don’t reach our Further 
Initiative financial goals?
If we don’t reach our goals, it won’t be much 
different than any other year. Every year we develop 
a budget and trust that the Lord will provide never 
truly knowing exactly how much we will have at our 
disposal. If we come up shy we make adjustments 
and move on.

9. How long will the Further Initiative be in place?
We hope that the steps we take now will move us to 
become a generous church for years to come. That 
being said, we’re asking for a two year commitment. 
The Further Initiative will conclude at the end of 
2017.

10. Do I have to be a member of Crawford Avenue to 
participate?
We are so glad that Crawford Avenue has friends at 
home and abroad who care about the legacy of this 
church and its facilities. Whether you are a member, 
a guest, a former member, or simply a generous 
patron, we welcome contributions from anyone 
who wants to invest in gospel ministry.

11. Are we doing this because of the merger?
In some ways “yes” and in some ways “no.” As 
outlined in the merger document, Berea began 
working with Generis before a merger was on the 
horizon knowing that we wanted to be ready for 
whatever was next. Now that we have merged we’re 
excited about our next chapter of gospel ministry.

FAQs
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TAKING 
FURTHER

STEPS
Do you want to be a part of what the Lord is 
doing at Crawford Avenue and take the next 
step in gospel-driven generosity? Great!
But what now?

Figuring out how to increase your giving can 
be challenging. Make no mistake: this will 
take some work on your part. We hope you’ll 
find this workbook to be a practical aid as 
you consider your next step. You won’t be 
asked to show any of these pages to anyone 
else; they’re simply here to help you consider 
where you are in your giving now and help 
you get to where you’d like to be.
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FURTHER STEPS: WHERE DO I  START?         

Before taking on a task that involves giving, one 
of the best things you can do is spend some serious 
time praising God for all that you’ve been given!  
We so often forget that “every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above,” [James 1:17].

Make a short list of the many blessings God has 
granted you. Don’t limit your list to material items. 
Your salvation, your health, your family, your job, 
your friends, your church family, are all gifts from 
God!

Before moving on, spend some time in prayer 
thanking God for caring for you and for providing 
for your needs. Express gratitude to Him as your 
Provider, your Sustainer, and your Ever-present 
Help. Ask God for clarity in seeing how you might 
grow in your discipleship through generosity.

1

30

When our hearts are fluent in gratitude, it 
becomes easier to trust God with the resources He 
has given us. Giving back a portion of what He has 
entrusted to us becomes a little more like second 
nature when we trust the heart of a Father who is 
exceedingly generous. 

 Considering the investment that Christ made to 
secure the salvation of His people and bring glory to 
the Father, its appropriate for us to consider where 
our investments are made. 

How do you spend the time God has given you? 
Write the number of hours spent on each activity 
in a typical week (total: 168). Where are you doing 
well? Where would you like to improve?

Work
Sleep
Family

TV/online
Bible/Prayer
Volunteering

Books
Recreation
Other

How do you spend the money God has given you? 
To get a better picture, list big ticket items and non-
essential investments you’ve made in the last year 
along with the total amount spent in a year. 

Car(s)
Cable/Internet
Vacation(s)
Hobbies
Tech/Gadgets

Home Impr.
Spa/Beauty
Other
Other
Other

P E R S O N A L  W O R K B O O K
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The truth of Isaiah 55, John 3:16, and Romans 
8:32 is convicting (take a moment to read). In order 
to ransom us and bring glory to Himself, God the 
Father gave His first and His best: Jesus Christ, His 
only Son. In response to God’s lavish gift to you, do 
you find yourself naturally growing in generosity?

The essence of gospel-driven generosity is to 
route our resources to God-glorifying ends. This 
can be seen in providing for our families, being 
hospitable to others, and by partnering with fellow 
believers in the gospel ministry of a local church.

God has tied the advance of the gospel to 
the generosity of his church. He uses temporary 
and ordinary means to fulfill His eternal and 
extraordinary ends, and He invites us to be a part 
of that transaction! Take a moment now to assess 
your current level of financial generosity by using 
the guide below:

Personal Income #1 (2014)
Personal Income #2 (2014) 

Total Household Income 

Total financial support given to 
Berea/Crawford Ave in 2014: 
Not sure? Email admin@crawfordavenue.org 
or call (706) 738-2527 for giving records.

I gave this percentage of my 
income to Berea/Crawford Ave
To calculate, divide amount in Box B by the amount in Box A.
Move the decimal two places. Ex: A result of “.084” would equal 8.4%.

A

B

C

+

=

FURTHER STEPS: WHERE DO I  STAND?         2

$
$

$

$

%
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On behalf of the congregation of Crawford 
Avenue Baptist Church, and on behalf of those 
whose lives have been changed by gospel ministry 
at our church, we offer you a sincere “THANK YOU!”  
Your contributions allow us to continue to minister 
to you and hundreds of others across the CSRA.

Now that you have a clearer picture of where you 
stand in your financial generosity, let’s take a look 
at the generosity ladder. Based on the amount you 
calculated for Box C and your knowledge of your 
own personal habits, where do you find yourself?

I give 11-15% of my income 
to Crawford Avenue.

I faithfully give 10% of my 
income to Crawford Avenue.

I give to Crawford Avenue 
consistently, but less than 10%.

I give to Crawford Avenue, 
but not consistently.

I haven’t given to 
Crawford Avenue before now.

I give 16% or more of my in-
come to Crawford Avenue.

P E R S O N A L  W O R K B O O K
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Trusting God to provide for your needs can be 
challenging, especially because many of us are 
accustomed to having tangible safeguards we can 
clearly see. There are other times when we simply 
trust money more than we trust God. The reality, 
however, is that God holds the future no matter how 
much or how little we trust Him. He asks us to trust 
Him with our very lives [Prov. 3:5-6]. Our finances 
belong to Him as much as our next breath.

The next question goes beyond math or any 
legalistic structure someone might impose: How 
much of your income could you cheerfully return 
to the Lord by investing in gospel ministry? [2 Cor. 
9:7] “Faithful giving” implies that faith is part of your 
giving; does your giving exhibit your faith? 

Take a moment to pray, asking God for a cheerful 
and generous heart. What does it look like for you 
and/or your family to take the next step of faith? 
Where would you like to be in your giving?

I’d like to give 11-15% of my income to Crawford Ave.

I’d like to faithfully give 10% of my income to Crawford Ave.

I’d like to give to Crawford Ave consistently, but it will be 
less than 10% of my income.

I’d like to give to Crawford Avenue more frequently.

I’d like to give to Crawford Avenue for the first time.

I’d like to give 16% or more of my income to Crawford Ave.

FURTHER STEPS: WHAT’S MY NEXT STEP?         3
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Using the amount you calculated for your annual 
household income (    ), determine how much you 
would need to give in order to reach your goal in 
generosity. Calculate one space higher than your 
goal and one space lower than your goal as well.

        Yearly Amount          Monthly Amount

5%   of  A         /12 =

7%   of  A         /12 =

9%   of  A         /12 =

        Yearly Amount          Monthly Amount

10%   of  A         /12 =

        Yearly Amount          Monthly Amount

11%   of  A         /12 =

13%   of  A         /12 =

15%   of  A         /12 =

        Yearly Amount          Monthly Amount

16%   of  A         /12 =

____  of   A         /12 =

Check the box next to the amount you’d like to 
commit to giving.

A

A
A
A

P E R S O N A L  W O R K B O O K

A

A
A
A

A
A

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D

D
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Now that you have an idea of the amount 
you’d like to give, it’s important to make a plan that 
allows you the freedom to give. Without a plan in 
place, your good intentions may just remain wishful 
thinking. 

One of the best ways to plan your spending 
is to develop a monthly budget for your family. 
Budgeting is a bigger topic than can be handled 
here, but there are multiple resources online to 
help with this process.
Your budget reflects your priorities. Does your 
budget reflect the importance of the gospel?

Next, reflect on the items you listed on page 
31. None of these items (depending on what you 
listed) are necessarily bad or sinful. Some of them  
may even be kingdom-minded and/or appropriate 

FURTHER STEPS: HOW DO I  GET THERE?         4

How are you planning to give regularly?
I am going to give my first and best by 
automating my giving.

I am going set aside finances to give 
during the offertory on Sundays.

I am going to give online.

I am going to mail in my giving.
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P E R S O N A L  W O R K B O O K

in light of your income or your giving. As you 
consider your spending, ask a few questions. 

•  What do my spending habits reveal about my 
devotion to the Lord? Am I advancing the gospel 
through my purchases?

•  How does my spending compare to my giving? 
    Who is being exalted in my purchases?
•  Is my fear of restricted spending, keeping up 

with the Joneses, discomfort, boredom, etc., 
greater than my fear of the Lord?

Are you setting aside money for big ticket items 
right now? Would you consider giving sacrificially 
to the Lord by contributing those funds to gospel 
ministry instead?

Lastly, there may be times throughout the two-
year period of The Further Initiative that you’ll be 
able to leverage one-time gifts to increase your 
giving capacity. Whether it’s income tax refunds, 
annual bonuses, extra-paycheck months, or sale 
of stock or property, these resources could play 
valuable role in helping you fulfill your plan.
DESCRIPTION   EST. GIVING DATE                 AMOUNT

                       TOTAL E
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YOUR COMMITMENT CARD6

Name (print)   Name (print)

Signature    Signature

After careful consideration, planning, prayer, and study, I / we 
make the following financial commitment to the ministry of 
Crawford Avenue Baptist Church:

   $ (x 24 months) = $

Special one-time gifts in the future: $ 

I’d like to give a one-time gift now: $ 

          TOTAL COMMITMENT: $

I give 11-15% of my income to Crawford Avenue.

I faithfully give 10% of my income to Crawford Avenue.

I give consistently, but less than 10% of my income.

I give to Crawford Avenue, but not consistently.

I haven’t given to Crawford Avenue before now.

I give 16% or more of my income to Crawford Avenue.

Thank you for giving to gospel ministry!
Check the circle to indicate where you were in your giving.
Check the square to indicate your new step in generosity.

MONTHLY TWO-YEAR 
PERIOD

Be sure to fill out your commitment card and bring 
it with you to our Commitment Sunday, October 25.
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T

I  AM RESOLVED TO GO FURTHER         5

YOU DID IT! It took some work, but through 
prayer, fasting, study, conversation, consideration, 
and some number crunching, you’ve made a great 
step in committing to be generous. Take a moment 
now to thank God for His many blessings, and to 
ask Him to use your commitment for His glory.
Let’s put it all together:
Commitment to give monthly:

Over two years, that equals:
Multiply amount in “D” by 24.

Additional special gifts 
over the next two years:

FURTHER FUND TOTAL 
COMMITMENT:

My new annual percentage:
Divide “T” by 2. Divide result by ”A”.

My old annual percentage:

Congratulations! By God’s grace, you’re using 
your finances to declare that the Lord is worthy. 
You’re also partnering with your brothers and sisters 
in gospel ministry at Crawford Avenue. It will take 
all of us working together to in Christ’s strength to 
reach our goal; we’re glad you joined the initiative!

D

F

E

FE +        =

%

C
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 FURTHER
STUDY

During the month of October our lead pastor, 
Bert Daniel, will be preaching through 2 
Corinthians 8-9. We encourage you to attend 
this series faithfully! If there are Sundays you 
cannot attend, we encourage you to listen 
to the sermons you’ve missed online at 
crawfordavenue.org.

In the next section, you’ll find short devotions 
based on the sermon texts. There are a total 
of 8 devotions, 2 for each week. Set aside 
time each week to consider the implications 
each passage of Scripture has for your life 
and further discipleship in Christ. Go through 
one devotion at your convenience and the 
other on Thursdays as we fast and pray. Take 
time to read, think, journal, fast, and pray. 
You’ll have brothers and sisters in Christ 
throughout our congregation who are doing 
the same!
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ON FASTING:
FASTING DEFINED:
“A biblical definition of fasting is a Christian’s voluntary abstinence 
from food for spiritual purposes.” 

Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life, Donald Whitney, 160
OUR PLAN:
We commit to fast from lunch every Thursday in October of 2015. 

HOW WE WILL FAST: 
Eat a light to medium breakfast, but do not eat again until dinner. It’s 
appropriate to drink water and/or fruit juice during the day. 
Instead of eating during lunch, use that 30 minutes to an hour to 
worship and seek the Lord through Word and prayer. 

WHAT TO EXPECT:
PHYSICAL SIDE EFFECTS - You should expect some physical 
effects from fasting. You may experience intense hunger pangs, light 
headedness, lack of energy, and/or irritability, especially if you have 
never fasted. Be prepared! Rest if needed. Commit these challenges 
to the Lord. After two or three times, you’ll have a better sense of how 
your body responds, and your body will begin to adjust. 
HUNGER - It is natural to feel hungry during a fast. Allow your hunger 
to drive you to the Lord. Pray, “Lord, I’m feeling hungry, but I am more 
hungry for You, for Your will for our church, and for the advancement 
of Your mission through us.” 
COMMUNION -  The act of denying yourself food in order to intentionally 
seek the Lord should (over time) result in a deeper communion with 
the Lord, more keen awareness of your need for Him, and a growing 
confidence in His grace and goodness to you. 

MEDICAL CONCERNS: 
Some of you should not fast. If you have any questions about your 
physical ability to fast (pregnancy, nursing, diabetes, medications, 
etc…), you should consult your doctor first. 
If you are unable to fast from food, you can still join us in these special 
times of prayer on Thursdays! 
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The Generosity of the Gospel
WEEK 1 :  PERSONAL DEVOTION

Read: 2 Corinthians 8:1-15; Philippians 2:5-11
Focus: 2 Corinthians 8:9

The Gospel applies to all aspects of Christian living. Our 
giving is not isolated from the Gospel. 2 Cor. 8:9 says, “ For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by 
his poverty might become rich.” The Gospel is the ultimate 
example for Christians to follow in generosity. In it, we see 
that Jesus had it all, Jesus lost it all, and we gain it all. 

Jesus had it all. Jesus was in the form of God and equal 
with God (Phil 2:6). He was rich. However, Jesus did not seek 
to reserve his riches only for himself but willingly lost it all. 
He emptied himself by being born a man and becoming a 
servant (Phil 2:7). And it does not stop there. The eternal Son 
of God humbled himself by dying on a cross for sinners. Jesus 
gave up the riches of the glory of heaven for the poverty of a 
humiliating death on earth. Jesus became poor. As a result, 
we gain it all! We gain the spiritual riches of salvation. We 
gain an inheritance as the children of God. Jesus became 
poor so that we might become rich. 

The Gospel has everything to do with our generosity. 
Christian Generosity is based on the example of Jesus Christ. 
When we give, we are becoming more like Christ.  Our 
giving doesn’t earn God’s love, it reflects and demonstrates 
God’s love as we make sacrifices that allow more people to 
hear the gospel. We give as a result of God’s grace working 
in and through our lives.
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Response
Meditate on the generosity of Christ. He had it all; we 
had nothing. He gave His all; we gain it all. How does his 
generosity spur us on to be generous ourselves?

Pray that our church would imitate Christ’s example in giving 
with radical generosity.
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A Biblical Giver is a Sacrificial Giver
WEEK 1 :  PRAYER & FASTING (THU)

Read: 2 Corinthians 8:1-7; Mark 12:41-44
Focus: 2 Corinthians 8:3

Sacrifice. What’s your first thought when you think 
about the word sacrifice? For many, sacrifice doesn’t have a 
good connotation because it involves giving up something 
desirable. The Bible teaches that a Biblical giver is a sacrificial 
giver. Paul says that the Macedonian churches gave “beyond 
their means” (2 Cor. 8:3). They gave sacrificially instead of 
giving of their surplus.

In Mark 12:41-44, Jesus is not impressed by the rich who 
give large sums of money. However, Jesus highlights the 
example of a poor widow who only gives a penny. Why? The 
rich are giving out of their abundance and excess. The poor 
widow is giving everything she has. She gives sacrificially. 

Though sacrifice is not appealing, most great causes are 
accomplished only by sacrifice. An athlete sacrifices to wake 
up for off-season early morning workouts. The American 
people sacrificed by using gas, meat, and clothing sparingly 
in the 1940’s in order to support the WWII effort. In each of 
these cases, something desirable is given up for a greater 
purpose. In Christian generosity, we sacrifice personal 
goods and luxuries in order to support the greater cause of 
the Gospel. And it’s worth it! 

Christ made the greatest sacrifice by paying for our sins 
on the cross, giving His very life for us. It pleased the Father to 
crush Him (Is 53:10), not because the sacrifice was pleasant, 
but because the end result was worth it. Setting aside the 
glories of heaven for the agony of the cross, Christ gained a 
greater inheritance by ransoming a people for Himself. 
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Response
Sacrifice is at the heart of the gospel message. What are 
some tangible sacrifices you make for God’s glory now? 
What kinds of routines, luxuries, or material things could 
you put aside for the sake of furthering Gospel ministry with 
time, energy, and finances? 

Pray that our church would joyfully sacrifice to spread the 
Gospel. Prayerfully consider what it would look like for you 
to become a sacrificial giver. Talk to your spouse or to a 
friend about any applications. 
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The Lord Provides
WEEK 2 :  PERSONAL DEVOTION

Read: 2 Cor. 8:1-7; Philp. 4:10-20; Matt. 6:25-34
Focus: Philp. 4:19

Have you ever thought, “I would like to give, but what 
if someday I need extra cash for food or car payments?” 
While the Bible commends the prudent saving of money, 
an unhealthy desire for financial security can keep us from 
giving sacrificially. The Philippian church was one of the 
Macedonian churches that Paul cites as an example of 
Christian generosity. The Philippians were not known to be 
wealthy, yet they gave “beyond their means” (2 Cor. 8:3).

Paul makes an assuring promise to the Philippians in 
regards to their generosity, “And my God will supply every 
need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). As the Philippians are being generous 
in supporting the work of the Gospel, Paul is confident that 
God will provide for their needs. Jesus emphasizes this 
principle in his Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 6:31-33, 
saying, “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we 
eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For 
the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly 
Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be added to you.” 

In a world full of uncertainty, it is tempting to hoard 
money for a sense of security. The Bible teaches us that God 
knows our needs. We are to seek first the kingdom of God 
instead of being anxious about potential unmet needs. And 
Jesus promises that when we do, God will worry about our 
needs for us. 
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Prayerfully examine your heart to determine if fear of unmet 
needs hinders your giving. Pray that God would instill in our 
church a confidence in his provision. 

Response
What makes you most anxious about the future? Do past ex-
periences hinder you from trusting God with your future? 
Take a moment to pray on paper below, or simply write out 
your financial concerns. Ask yourself: do I trust wealth more 
than I trust the Lord?
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A Biblical Giver Is Eager, Not Reluctant
WEEK 2 :  PRAYER & FASTING (THU)

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15; 1 Timothy 6:17-19
Focus: 2 Corinthians 9:7

God loves a cheerful giver. Important characteristics 
of a cheerful giver are given in 2 Cor. 9:7, “Each one must 
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” A test to 
determine the extent to which you are a Biblical giver is how 
reluctant you are to give. The opposite of giving reluctantly is 
giving eagerly. A Biblical giver gives eagerly, not reluctantly. 
Paul highlights the eagerness of the Macedonian churches to 
give in 2 Cor. 8:4, saying, “(they were) begging us earnestly 
for the favor of taking part of the relief of the saints.” 

In 1 Timothy 6:18, Timothy is to charge the rich, “to be 
generous and ready to share…” We must ask ourselves if 
we are inclined to keep money or are ready to give. A heart 
that is reluctant to give may be a heart that believes true life 
and joy are found in accumulating money. However, 1 Tim. 
6:18 continues, “thus storing up treasure for themselves as a 
good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of 
that which is truly life.” What a motivation to give! When we 
give eagerly, we are storing up treasure for ourselves. Here, 
Paul infers that possessing earthly riches does not mean 
we have true life. True life is found in a heart that is owned 
by God. Jesus says that our heart follows our money (Matt 
6:21). When you give eagerly, money doesn’t own you, God 
does. God loves a cheerful giver. 
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Response
What causes you to be reluctant to give to the church? 
What ideas or concepts make you excited to give? Do you 
consider investing in gospel ministry at Crawford Avenue to 
be a good investment? Why or why not?

Prayerfully consider the degree to which you are eager to 
give to support Gospel ministry. Pray that God would give 
us hearts that are eager to give to our church. 
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You Must Sow in Order to Reap
WEEK 3 :  PERSONAL DEVOTION

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:1-15
Focus: 2 Corinthians 9:6

If a farmer only plants one tomato vine, he may get a 
handful of tomatoes. But if he plants hundreds, then his gain 
may be thousands of tomatoes! While Paul does not provide 
an exact amount for the Corinthians to give (2 Cor. 9:7), Paul 
teaches that Christians should give generously because 
you reap what you sow. In 2 Cor 9:6, Paul says, “The point 
is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” If you 
give less, you will gain less. But the motivational promise is 
this: the more you give to God, the more God will give back 
to you. Why wouldn’t you want to give generously with the 
promise of such great return on your investment? 

So what is it that we gain when we give generously? This 
will be discussed in a future devotional. However, a point 
needs to be made that this is not the prosperity gospel. 
The prosperity gospel is a false gospel, which teaches that 
God’s chief desire is for you to be healthy and wealthy. Many 
teachers of the prosperity gospel teach that if you give 
money to their ministry, then God will reward you with more 
money so that you can have more money to accumulate the 
possessions and luxuries to suit your pleasures. In response, 
people give, not out of worship of God, but out of worship 
of money. The accumulation of more money to spend on 
their pleasures is the underlying motivation for giving. But 
this is not what Paul has in mind! 

You cannot out-give God. If a farmer only scatters a little 
bit of seed, he will receive few crops. If a farmer plants much 
seed, then his harvest will be great. God promises great 
rewards to those who sow much! Allow this truth to motivate 
you to give much! In Christian giving, you reap what you sow. 
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Response
We live in a culture of consumerism (ie. buying things to 
serve my desires makes my life better). How might this 
effect our thinking? How might it effect our giving? How 
does it effect what we deem to be a good investment? Do 
we consider God’s glory in our investments of time, energy, 
and finances?

Pray that our church would give generously and bear much 
fruit for the kingdom of God. May it be said that the harvest 
is plentiful and the laborers are numerous!
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Reap More to Give More
WEEK 3 :  PRAYER & FASTING (THU)

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:1-15, Matthew 25:14-30
Focus: 2 Corinthians 9:6, 10

What is it that we reap when we give generously? The 
last devotional discussed the fact that in Christian giving, 
you reap what you sow (2 Cor. 9:6). With the measure 
of generosity you give to God, He gives back to you. The 
important question is: What does God give back to a 
generous giver? 

Paul resumes his agricultural metaphor of seed and 
sowing in 2 Cor. 9:10, saying, “He who supplies seed to the 
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed 
for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.” In 
this metaphor, seed represents financial resources and “He” 
refers to God. God is the supplier of the seed, meaning that 
God is the supplier of your financial resources. And notice 
that God will “multiply your seed for sowing.” The more you 
sow, the more your seed will be multiplied, that you may sow 
even more. As you give generously to God, God will give 
more financial resources back to you, so that you can then 
give even more! This is quite the opposite of the prosperity 
gospel; God blesses you financially so that you may give 
more, not so that you may spend your finances on personal 
luxuries and pleasures. You cannot out-give God! The more 
you give to God cheerfully, the more God will give back to 
you so that you can give even more. The end result is that we 
accumulate a “harvest of righteousness”.  

2 Cor. 9:11 repeats this promise, saying, “You will be 
enriched in every way to be generous in every way.” God 
loves to bless a cheerful giver! John MacArthur says, “When 
God knows you have it in your heart to do good deeds, to 
be generous and to give, He gives back multiplied so you 
can keep doing it. When He finds a giver, He lavishes on that 
giver because He knows he’ll give it back.”
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Response
On the occasions when the Lord blesses you with extra 
finances, what are your first thoughts? What are you inclined 
to spend it on? Many of us are quick to praise God, but how 
many of us turn to the Lord in prayer, asking Him first about 
how it should be spent? What makes it difficult to trust God’s 
promise to supply for you when you give sacrificially?

Pray that: (a) our church would be motivated to give gener-
ously by the promise of having more to give; (b) God would 
be faithful to this promise; (c) the end result would be God 
increasing the harvest of our righteousness.
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Giving God Glory
WEEK 4 :  PERSONAL DEVOTION

Read: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Focus: 2 Corinthians 9:11-13

Many of the great catechisms of the Christian faith begin 
with the following: Question: What is the chief end of man? 

Answer: Man’s chief end is to glorify God and to enjoy 
him forever (1 Cor. 10:31; Ps 16:11; Is 43:7; Ps 73:25-26).

The primary purpose of your life is to glorify God and to 
enjoy him forever; Paul tells us that giving is one way to fulfill 
this purpose. When Paul was writing this letter, the church at 
Corinth was in the midst of collecting an offering to support 
suffering Christians in Jerusalem. Paul says in 2 Cor. 9:11-13, 
“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every 
way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God. For 
the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs 
of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings 
to God. By their approval of this service, they will glorify 
God because of your submission that comes from your 
confession of the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of 
your contribution for them and for all others.” A generous 
offering will supply those in Jerusalem who are in need; but 
more than this, it will overflow in thanksgivings and glory 
given to God! When the Christians in Jerusalem receive the 
offering, Paul teaches that they will thank and glorify God 
for the gift. Thus, not only does the act of giving bring glory 
to God (Phil 4:18), but giving also results in the recipients 
bringing glory to God. 

Let this inspire you to give generously! You were created 
to bring God glory. When you give, you are glorifying God 
and causing others to give God additional glory. Perhaps 
God will use your gifts to transform the lives of people in 
Harrisburg or Madagascar. Those who benefit from gospel 
ministry will bring glory to God through your generosity.
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Response
Consider the joy of knowing that your giving impacts 
people’s lives. Make a list of ministries supported by Crawford 
Baptist Church and pray for God’s blessing on each of these. 
What ministries have you benefited from personally? What 
ministries have you seen others blessed through? What 
ministries could we start/support if we had further funding?

Pray that the Further Initiative will result in the salvation of 
people in Harrisburg, the CSRA, Madagascar, and the na-
tions. 
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Matching Intention with Action
WEEK 4 :  PRAYER & FASTING (THU)

Read: 2 Cor. 8-9; 1 Cor. 16:1-4
Focus: 2 Cor. 8:10-11

Good intention without action means little; actions 
validate intentions. Your spouse would probably not be 
pleased if you failed to take out the trash despite having 
every intention to do so. Have you ever intended to give 
to the church but failed to do so? Or do you now intend 
to start giving for the first time? Follow through in bringing 
your intention to action. A Biblical giver matches intention 
with action. In a previous letter, Paul instructed the church 
at Corinth to begin collecting a weekly offering that would 
support suffering Christians in Jerusalem (1 Cor. 16:1-
4). Now, in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9, Paul is encouraging the 
church to continue this generous offering unto completion. 

Paul says in 2 Cor. 8:10-11, “And in this matter I give 
my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not 
only to do this work but also to desire to do it. So now finish 
doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may 
be matched by your completing it out of what you have.” 
The Corinthian church has the right intentions; now Paul 
is encouraging them to complete their generous offerings 
well (see also 2 Cor. 9:1-5). Essentially, Paul is telling them to 
finish the drill. A Biblical giver matches intention with action. 

This is where the rubber meets the road in Christian 
giving – the action of actually giving. Good intentions to give 
are simply not enough. Life is busy and full of responsibilities 
that could distract a well-meaning Christian from acting 
upon intentions to give. For this reason, it may be wise for 
you to develop a system of regular giving to ensure that 
you actually give (such as automatic giving). However, the 
ultimate issue isn’t whether you give electronically or to the 
offering plate, it’s following through, and cheerfully giving 
whatever amount you’ve decided in your heart to give (2 Cor. 9:7).
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Response
Do you often fail to act upon your intentions to give? If 
giving to Gospel-ministry is something that can be ignored 
or overlooked easily, what does that say about our priorities? 
Would we be as non-chalant about the cable bill or the 
electricity bill? If not, why?

Pray that our church would grow in giving regularly, sacrifi-
cially, cheerfully, and with great intention.  
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FURTHER Notes & Thoughts
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