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Every number tells    the story of lives being changed

More than a building or a worship ser-
vice, Salem is a community of imperfect 
people following Jesus and seeking to 
make His name famous in our community 
and world. Helping people find and follow 
Jesus is our priority and through stories, 
numbers and images this report is a high-
light of what God has done through you 
this past year.

It’s been a remarkable year of bringing 
help and hope to many. As you read this 
report, remember each number has a 
name and each name has a story.

I hope you will join me in giving honor 
to God and look forward to even greater 
things this year.

Alongside,
Steve Southards
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68 
People baptized in 2016

128 
Total baptized from 2014-2016
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I was excited to finally find a great church with REAL people and an 
excellent children’s program for my daughter. After a few months, I was 
ready to get involved. I heard Pastor Steve say that being a follower of 
Christ is more than just showing up and sitting in the pew every week, it 
is about using the talents that God gave you. But what could I do ... 
being a guy who worked second shift and feeling like I never had time
for anything?

It was about then that they started announcing VBS. I signed my daugh-
ter up and then it hit me ... I could help out in the mornings before I go 
to work! I immediately volunteered and was welcomed with open arms. 
That week went great as I played and worshiped with the children and 
met new people and volunteers. 

After it was all over the children’s pastor asked what I thought about 
helping out in kids ministry. At that time I had never worked with kids, 
other than my daughter, and I wasn’t sure how I’d fit in but wanted a part 
in this church, so I gave it a shot.

I have now been volunteering for about 2 years and it has changed my 
world. I love the kids! I would have never thought that this is where God 
would have used me. Not only do I feel that I’m helping children grow in 
Christ but they are doing the same for me. It’s such an amazing feeling 
to introduce God to some of these kids for the first time ever. And every 
Sunday I get to reconnect God at the same time!

- Darren Sawmiller
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1,113
Average weekly worship attendance, 2016

Up 16.8% over 2015

191
People who went through Next Step Classes

2,572
Easter Sunday Attendance

4,927 
Attended Christmas Season Special Events
2,179 Jingle Jam; 1,109 A Salem Christmas; 

1,639 Christmas Eve Services

10,000
Homes within a 5 mile radius of Salem that

received an Easter and Christmas
invitation in mail

727
Active Ministry
Positions Filled

2
Summer
Interns

1
Year-long
Resident
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YouTube plays
10,109

Facebook fans
1,458

Facebook video views
39,890

2016 MESSAGE SERIES

Population of Dayton Metro Area

799,232
Percentage of adults in Dayton
area with no religious affiliation

51%



12

575
Total number of people involved in Life Groups

77%
Partipant increase in Life Groups in 2016

80
Leaders & Coaches

40
Total of number of groups that participated

in the BRAVE series, Fall 2016
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Number of Salem
people who served

850+
Approximate total number of 

hours donated
2,600

Projects completed throughout 
our community

51

LOVE DOES - JULY 2016

LOVE DOES Mini Projects
19

LOVE DOES MINI - FALL 2016
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Salem Local Snapshots
   Families Community Table welcomed
    to the Christmas Store to shop for gifts
    for their children

   Raised through Bottles for Babies for
    women in need - Elizabeth New
    Life Center

    People served food to those in need at
    the Gospel Mission in downtown Dayton    

   Pieces of clothing and hundreds of boxes
    of food donated to Northmont FISH

   Women left the sex industry impacting the
    lives of 79 children and 5 grandchildren
    with help from OneHeart ministry and
    prayer sponsors!

150+

$3,800

332

16,824
      

35

16
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Salem Global Snapshots
Caring Partners International

 Medical care given to thousands
all around the world

Children of Promise
67 Salem sponsorships

Hardmans // Rome
Making Jesus known to Italian
students through discipleship

Emily Clark // South Dakota
Community development within the

Lakota community of Wounded Knee

Heart for Lebanon
2,800 refugee families fed monthly 

260 children provided education in HOPE center

Heart to Honduras
Developing villages with partner
churches throughout Honduras

Oldhams // Egypt
Training leaders throughout the Middle East and

Europe and working with refugee families



   Children dedicated

   NEW children came to Salemkids
    throughout 2016

   Kids checked-in on Sunday, Nov. 13
    Highest kid Sunday!    
   Kids checked in for Lulliloo - May 2016

   New volunteer Sunday staff

    Serving opportunities available each week

13

260

171

200       
39
75

20
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20
Students and 8 leaders attended the Believe 

Conference in Anderson, IN (April 2016)  

15
Students and 5 leaders attended the International 
Youth Convention in San Antonio, TX (July 2016)

40
Students and 11 leaders attended the Ohio State 
Youth Convention in Springfield, OH (Nov. 2016)

55
Average Wednesday student attendance

24
Adult group leaders,

5 new leaders in 2016

SALEM STUDENTS



24

531
Individuals (or families) that gave to the church in 2016

77 began giving in 2016

$248,068
Support given to local and global outreach partners this year

$8,856
$1 Joy to Your World Challenge funds raised

$263,766
Given to the Generations Project campaign in 2016

$880,861 total to date

$1,770,648
Total budget amount given in 2016

Salem started a PRAYER MOVEMENT in our community.
To date we have printed 6,000 CROSSES! 
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Keegan’s Story 

About a year ago Keegan’s brother TJ and TJ’s cousin Matt started coming 
to Salem. TJ had found a life group and was so energized by his experi-
ence that he thought we should come try Salem. After several Sunday 
services we tried to get Keegan to go to the kid’s service in the gym, but he 
would always say no he wanted to listen to Pastor Steve.

Over the next several months Keegan downloaded a Bible app on our 
phone and completed all the chapters in it. At the dinner table we now say 
grace before meals. Then he decided he needed a Bible .

Keegan participates in basketball  and football  in which they say prayer 
and learn life lessons.  Keegan started talking about Salem with his friends  
and now they come to Salem with him. After his friend Kayde started com-
ing with him, Kayde asked for an early birthday gift from his mom .. a Bible!  
Kayde’s mom decided she needed to start coming  to see what was having 
that much of an impact on her son. In July, Keegan heard the announce-
ment about the upcoming baptisms. He asked if he could be baptized. I 
asked why and he replied “because I have accepted  God in my life and I’m 
ready for the next step.” Because of his leading, our whole family made a 
decision for Christ and were baptized! 

I feel Keegan sat in services on Sundays and really absorbed what Pas-
tor Steve was saying. Now Keegan and his friends Joey and Kayde attend 
Salemkids on Sundays. The three of them have even taken the magnetic 
crosses to school and have placed them on their lockers!

I love what Salem has done for Keegan and our family.  Not many 10 year  
olds ask for Bibles or cross necklaces. I’m very proud of the young man he 
is becoming with his faith and excited to see where God is leading him!

- Kelly Mehr (Keegan’s mom)
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Individuals attended GriefShare Support Ministry

WEEKLY
The Prayer Ministry gathered weekly to pray for the needs of the church, 

our members, our nation and our world

190
Hospital visits/sugery contacts made in 2016

106
People attended the movie “Home Run” presented by

Celebrate Recovery which was offered three times in 2016

298
Visits and contacts made with shut-ins and nursing home residents

1,075
Flower arrangements distributed to shut-ins
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2016 YEAR-END DATA

2017 Ministry
Budget Allocation

2017 BUDGET

Every dollar fuels the vision of     changing lives!

REDUCING OUR DEBT
$204,115

Debt reduced in 2016

$752,963
Debt reduced in the past 7 years

$840,142
Total debt remaining

$51,140
Budgeted debt reduction for 2017

Generations Project will continue to address additional
debt reduction as well in 2017 ($51,000+)

* Provides for Potential Staff Additions in 2017




