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Good News. Could YOU use some? It’s what the 
angels proclaimed to the Shepherds that the com-
ing of the Christ-child was to be all about. God had 
come to us and wanted to change everyone and 
everything. He wanted to make it BETTER. He 
wanted to make US better. Are YOU ready for that?  
Our prayer is that you’ll take this season of Christ-
mas and dedicate this month to focus on the Good 
News that God has for you. Open your heart. Open 
your mind. Open your LIFE to the most incredi-
ble gift the world has ever received and the one 
message that it really needs to hear: “Joy to the 
world, the Lord has come!” THAT’S Good News!!

The daily devotionals will follow the storyline of the 
Sunday message. The first three are from the Old 
Testament that point to the coming of Jesus. We 
encourage you to re-read the Christmas story from 
Sunday each week before beginning the devotion-
als. Then, ask God to help the story to speak to you 
in a fresh and new way. We think you’ll find an old 
story coming alive as never before. May God fill your 
heart to overflowing each day with His Good News! 
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There are many ways to share good news this December! Remember, good 
news is at its best when it’s shared, so here are a few ways to share good news 

this Christmas season.

Jingle Jam 
Sunday Dec. 3, 5-7 p.m.

Kick off the season with the whole family at this wild and crazy family event. Enjoy a fast paced musical 
comedy, followed by a hands-on project that will help your family easily spread the Good News.

Joy To Your World
Invite someone to any service in December and Salem will donate $1 for every guest to our Good News 
partners throughout the Miami Valley and Africa. You can then match that $1 or even match the total for 

the season. Let’s do some Good News together this Christmas!

Good News Grants
Complete you own custom Good News challenge! Turn in your idea by December 3 online or in 

church office and you may receive Good News grant funds to help your family or group complete it.

Pay it Backward
Let’s show our city what the cross magnets are all about! This December we challenge you 
to pay for a car behind you in a drive thru and remind them that the Cross = Good News!

Christmas Eve Services
Saturday, Dec. 23, 6 p.m. (childcare birth-3 years old)

Sunday, Dec. 24, 9:30 & 11 a.m. (classes for birth-5th grade)
Come and experience the celebration of Christmas featuring a full orchestra, choir and 
other creative elements all-culminating in a finale of the lighting of hundreds of candles.



Old Testament Prophecies
“And I will cause hostility between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring. He will 

strike your head, and you will strike his heel.” 
Genesis 3:15 (NLT)

God was prepared. He created a perfect man and 
woman. He put them in a perfect garden with all they 
needed. They were sinless. They were innocent. 
They were holy. But there was also a Deceiver. We 
don’t know exactly how he came to be, but he was 
there. He tempted the man and woman and they 
fell for it. And their perfect world came down around 
them. Now they would have to work for a living. 
Now they would feel pain and suffering and sorrow. 
Now…they would die. And so would their children. 
It’s the worst news the world could have received. 
But then came the Best News. God was prepared.

God’s statement to the serpent was a prophecy 
about Jesus. Satan would bite and keep on biting.  
As long as men dwelled on earth The Enemy would 
nip at their heels. But One Day, Jesus would come. 
He held the power over sin and the grave. He 
would be born and bring victory back to where de-
feat had been. God’s word to the serpent was more 
than just a warning. It was a Declaration. Evil had 
struck, but God would win. THAT’S Good News!
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Good NewsTHE

BEGAN IN THE GARDEN

GOOD NEWS CHALLENGE

Make some Christmas cookies 
with your family, and then give 

them away! Take the opportunity 
to meet your neighbors and 

show them what good news is 
all about. You can even invite 
them to any service in Decem-
ber and we’ll dontate to our Joy 

To Our World Partners!



“The people who walk in darkness will see a great light. 
For those who live in a land of deep darkness, a light 

will shine.” Isaiah 9:2 (NLT)

Some years ago I was on a tour with my wife in a 
cavern. At a point deep inside the earth, our guide 
stopped our group. He said, “Everyone remain per-
fectly still. I want to show you how dark these cav-
erns get.” Then he turned off the lights. It was the 
darkest dark I’d ever experienced.  You could almost 
feel the blackness. It was cold. It was heavy. It was 
overwhelming.  I was never more relieved than when 
he turned his flashlight on and then switched on the 
lights. The light made me feel safe again…warm 
again…alive again. Could YOU use some light?

The prophecy today reminds us that Christ came 
to bring light to our dark world…regardless of what 
kind of cavern we find ourselves in. If you find 
yourself in the darkness of grief today, He is your 
light of comfort. If you find yourself in the cavern 
of worry today, He is your light or Hope. If you find 
yourself ridden with guilt in the cavern of sin today, 
He is your light of forgiveness. Don’t allow yourself 
to be consumed by your grief or overwhelmed by 
your worry or enveloped by your shame. Look to 
the Light! The Good News of our Savior’s coming 
is that He not only brings light to a dark world, He 
brings light to YOUR dark world. Look to the Light!
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The Light
LOOK TO
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“All right then, the Lord himself will give you the sign. 
Look! The virgin will conceive a child! She will give 

birth to a son and will call him Immanuel (which means 
‘God is with us’).” – Isaiah 7:14 (NLT)

Psychologists say that there are only three fears 
that we are born with. One is the fear of falling, 
another is the fear of loud noises, and a third is 
the fear of being alone. I’ll bet there are some of 
us who are dealing with that third fear right now.  
Some of us have recently had some people in our 
lives who have left us. They said they’d always be 
there for us. But they lied. They’re gone. And we’re 
alone.  Some of us are walking through some very 
difficult places. We’re facing some things that we 
don’t really feel we can talk about or share. We 
pretend to others that everything is okay.  But it’s 
not. We’re scared. And we feel very alone. May-
be some of us are just going through a time at 
work or home or school where we feel we’re not 
being heard or understood. We’re surrounded 
by people…but we feel isolated. We feel alone.

But we’re not alone. Our Good News verse to-
day reminds us that the coming Christ was going 
to not be a God “out there somewhere.” He was 
going to be Right Here. He was going to be “Im-
manuel”…God WITH us! The Good News is you 
are NOT ALONE. Even if all others leave, God 
stays. Even if you can’t tell anyone, God knows. 
Even if you think no one else hears you or sees 
you or understands you…God does. You see, 
He is YOUR Immanuel. He is God with YOU. No 
matter where you go today or what you experi-
ence or who you face, Immanuel is with you. You 
are not alone. Not EVER. THAT’S Good News!

With Us
GOD IS
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The Shepherds, Luke 2:1-20
 “That night there were shepherds staying in the fields 

nearby, guarding their flocks of sheep. Suddenly, an angel 
of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance of 

the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but 
the angel reassured them. ‘Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I 

bring you good news that will bring great joy to all people.  
The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born 
today in Bethlehem, the city of David!’” Luke 2:8-11 (NLT)

Shepherds in Jesus’ day were an unsavory crew.  
They were smelly, shady, and a rather unpleas-
ant group.They were a tough and rugged bunch 
that, by and large, couldn’t be trusted. Scholar 
Joachim Jeremias says that to buy anything from 
a shepherd was to assume it was stolen! They 
were so untrustworthy that they couldn’t hold civ-
il office and couldn’t testify in court. Shepherds 
were in the same category as tax collectors and 
dung sweepers. NOW you can understand why 
the angel was shaking his head. Why in the world 
would God send the BEST gift of heaven to the 
WORST of humanity? Because THAT’S the Good 
News! They were EXACTLY the kind of people that 
the Son was coming to redeem. Not the cream 
of the crop, but the ones at the bottom. In Jesus’ 
own words, He came “not for the healthy, but 
the sick,” “not for the righteous, but the sinners.”  
So He came for shepherds. He came for US.

Jesus came for you when you were on your 
WORST day, not your BEST. He came looking for 
you when you were neck deep in your sin, not snug-
gled comfortably in your pew. He came to redeem 
that shepherd within you…and by His grace, make 
you a saint. So if you’ve dropped the ball lately and 
have been feeling a little smelly and unsavory your-
self, listen to the angel’s proclamation. God has 
GOOD NEWS for you. YOU are the one for whom 
Christ has come looking. YOU are the reason He 
became flesh. YOU, in all of your shepherd-like be-
havior, are the reason for it all. When you are at 
your worst, Christ is at His best.  Crazy as it seems, 
it’s true. He came for YOU. THAT’S Good News!

Good News
FOR US SHEPHERDS
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My sophomore year in college, my parents let me 
have a car to take to school. It was a ’67 Chevy 
Impala.  It was like a tank with a nice paint job. The 
last thing they said to me before I left was, “Don’t let 
anyone else drive the car.” Our insurance then only 
designated family drivers, so if anything happened 
while someone else was behind the wheel, you 
were on your own. You can guess what happened.  
A teammate of mine talked me into borrowing it to 
run an errand. He had a wreck. He rear-ended a 
truck, hardly damaging it at all. But my whole front 
end was crumpled. I dreaded the call home I had to 
make.  I knew the “I told you so’s” would be raining 
down upon me. My father answered when I called.  
I said, “Dad, I did what you told me not to do. I 
let a friend borrow the car and he had a wreck.”  
I braced myself for the response. It wasn’t what 
I expected.  Instead of an angry, shaming tirade, 
my father spoke with a soft and caring tone. “Is 
everyone okay?” “Yes,” I said. “No one was hurt.”  
“Good,” said my father. “That’s what’s important.  
Get an estimate and we’ll go from there.” My fear 
melted into joy and love. I expected a verbal beat-
ing. My father responded with a long-distance hug.

That’s the Good News that the angels brought to 
the shepherds. Like most of us, the shepherds’ 
view of God was most like one of a Cosmic Cop.  
He was an angry God, waiting for people to make 
a mistake so He could unleash His wrath.  So 
when the angels appeared, the shepherds were 
TERRIFIED. You can only imagine their relief 
when they discovered that God was FOR them 
and not AGAINST them…that He had come to 
REDEEM, not to punish. And YOU don’t have to 
be afraid of God either. No matter what you have 
done, where you’ve been or how you’ve messed 
up. Maybe, like me and the car, you recently did 
something that you absolutely know was wrong. 
And now you’re afraid. What will God say? What 
will He do? I can assure you today that His arms 
are open to you.  Speak to Him. Confess to Him. 
Pour out your failure before Him.  You see, the 
Good News is that God is for YOU too! His arms of 
forgiveness and redemption are open to you. He’s 
not come to punish. He has come to redeem. Make 
the call. He’s waiting. You don’t’ have to be afraid.   

Be Afraid
DON’T
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It’s funny how often we think we’re dealing with 
stuff that nobody else is. Every once in a while, 
when I’m preaching, I laugh to myself about that.  
As I’m up front speaking, I see all these people 
sitting side by side…and most are totally oblivious 
to the struggles of the ones they are sitting next 
to. People whose marriages are struggling, sitting 
right next to each other. Families sitting one in front 
of the other whose kids are a mess.  People who 
have confessed to me that they are struggling with 
addiction, and would be MORITIFIED if anyone 
else knew, and they are just a row or two away 
from others I know with the very same addiction.  
Paul reminds us in Romans that “ALL have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God.” That means 
these people sitting beside us are just as much in 
need of grace as we are. No matter how “pretty” 
they may look, they are shepherds underneath.

That’s why when the angels made their proclama-
tion to the shepherds they were careful to say that 
this would be “good news of great joy to ALL PEO-
PLE.” It wasn’t just the shepherds in their smelly 
clothes and shady lives that needed a Savior. 
The carpenter and his wife did too. So did the guy 
wearing the priestly garments in the temple. So did 
the king who was sitting on his royal throne. The 
others may have looked “pretty”, but they were all 
shepherds underneath. The Good News was for 
ALL. So don’t let yourself think that you are any 
different the others you know. You are no better 
and you are no worse. You are just as bad as that 
drug dealer that you read about this morning. But 
you are no more in need of grace than that “saint” 
at church you adore. The angels came proclaim-
ing Good News to ALL people…because there’s a 
fallen shepherd in us ALL. It was all level ground 
for those who needed the Good News in the field 
that night. And it’s all level ground for us today.

Shepherd
THERE’S A

INSIDE US ALL
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When the angels proclaimed the birth of Jesus 
to the shepherds, don’t you think they were a bit 
astounded HOW CLOSE they were to where the 
Messiah was being born? The passage says that 
they were “in fields nearby.” How near? Well, 
close enough that could go see Him! That was 
probably pretty shocking for them. They were 
out in the country, not in the city. They weren’t in 
Jerusalem, where you would think the Messiah 
would be born. They were in fields, not a temple 
or a synagogue. They were probably a long way 
from anywhere where they might think God would 
show up. But He was closer than they thought.

That’s another part of the Good News. God is clos-
er than you think. You may feel like you’re a mil-
lion miles away, but it only FEELS that way. He’s 
not hiding up in the heavens waiting for you to find 
Him. He’s not high upon some mountain that you 
have to climb to get to Him. He’s not hard to find 
or hard to get to.  He’s close. You may find your-
self like the shepherds in a dark place right now.  
You may have wandered a bit and find yourself a 
good ways from where you want to be. You may 
have gone through some rough patches lately that 
have left you feeling cold, isolated and alone. But 
there’s Good News. God is CLOSE. In fact, if you 
want, you can reach out to Him right now. Jesus, 
the King, was nearby to those shepherds. And our 
King is nearby for YOU. Reach out to Him. Cry out 
to Him. Open your heart and your soul to the one 
who is only a prayer away. God’s not “out there.”  
He’s RIGHT HERE. He’s closer than you think.

God is Closer
THAN YOU THINK
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During my first year in ministry as a youth pastor, 
I had a man in my church that invited my wife and 
I to lunch one Sunday. “Would you like to come 
have some chicken with us?” was how he asked.  I 
like chicken, and my wife likes to not cook, so we 
accepted. I was licking my chops as we followed 
them in our car thinking we were going to KFC or 
maybe even some local diner with a chicken spe-
cial. You can imagine my shock when we pulled 
into the parking lot of the country club. My fami-
ly never had much when I was growing up. I had 
never been to a country club before. It was one 
of the nicest places I’d ever seen. Beautiful dec-
orations, plush carpet, gorgeous table settings…
and then I saw the buffet! There was chicken 
all right, along with fish, and prime rib and more 
desserts than I could count. I thought I was sim-
ply being invited to lunch. But this was HEAVEN! 
I was SO GLAD I hadn’t passed on his invitation!

Can you imagine the shepherds passing on THEIR 
invitation? After the angels and the heavenly host 
had left, what if they had simply said, “Well, that 
was nice, but Bethlehem is a half-hour walk away.  
We think we’ll just stay here.” They would have 
missed it. They would have missed HIM. When 
God is prompting your heart with an invitation, it’s 
almost always more than you think. You think He’s 
just inviting you to lead a group. But in truth, He’s 
inviting you to save a marriage for another couple 
that will be there. You think He’s just inviting you to 
teach a kid’s class. When He might be giving you 
the chance to save a child from a life of addiction 
and heartache. You think God is simply inviting you 
to visit someone in the hospital. But He might be 
giving you the privilege of being an angel of hope 
to someone in despair. Some invitations are more 
than just a lunch of chicken. God’s invitations are 
the whole buffet, baby. And THAT’S Good News!  

Invitation
OF A LIFETIME

THE

GOOD NEWS CHALLENGE
Sign up to serve at the Commu-
nity Table Christmas Store! This 
amazing community endeavor 

enables families in need to shop 
for their own families and have 
an awesome Christmas. Email: 
outreach@salemchurch.org.
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“They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. 
And there was the baby, lying in the manger.” 

Luke 2:16 (NLT)

Let those last three words sink in for a minute. 
“In a manger.” The shepherds found God in a 
barn. It’s not where you’d expect. You’d expect 
to find God in a temple. You’d expect to find Him 
in a church. You’d expect to find Him at some 
place special, some place sacred, some place 
holy.  Not in a barn. But that’s God. And that’s the 
Good News. God comes to meet us right where 
we are. Right there in the midst of the dust and 
mud and manure. Right there in the middle of 
noise. Right there in the middle of the mess.  
Why? Because that’s where the shepherds were.  
That was the place people needed Him. That’s 
the place YOU are. So that’s where God goes.

 So don’t be surprised when God shows up in the 
most unlikely places of YOUR life. Don’t be sur-
prised when you’re having the conversation with the 
guy at work who’s cussing like a sailor…and God 
shows up. And in a moment you weren’t expecting 
he opens up about his failing marriage or his out 
of control kid or his alcoholism. Suddenly you find 
yourself with an opportunity to share with Him what 
God has done for you and how would he like to join 
you for a men’s breakfast that just happens to be this 
Saturday. How does stuff like that happen?  It’s just 
God. God doesn’t always wait for Sunday to show 
up. He likes to make His way into the most unlikely 
of places. At the coffee shop, at the beauty shop, 
in the gym, in the break room, on the golf course.  
He can show up in places you never imagined and 
in conversations that you thought were ANYTHING 
but godly. So keep an eye out this week and your 
ears open. The Good News can be born ANY-
WHERE. It’s not always in the places you expect.

Not Always
IN THE PLACES YOU’D EXPECT
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“After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had 
happened and what the angel had said to them about 

this child.  All who heard the shepherds’ story were 
astonished…” Luke 2:17-18 (NLT)

The shepherds had a life-changing experience.  
Though they were the “throw away” people of 
their culture, God chose THEM as the audience 
for the angels to make the announcement about 
the baby Jesus. Not only that, but they received 
a personal invitation to come see Him for them-
selves. It is an incredible story of the Grace of 
God kissing the cheek of His fallen world. It is the 
Good News in its best and purest form. But the 
story of the shepherds didn’t stop with the visit to 
the manger. When they left, they did what anyone 
whose lives have been touched like that would 
do…they “told everyone what had happened.”  
Some things are just too good to keep to yourself.

So whom are YOU telling? Has God not touched 
YOUR life too? Has He not revealed Himself to 
YOU, though you were as unworthy as the shep-
herds? Has He not invited YOU to come and meet 
His Son and experience the Good News in all of its 
glory?  Have YOU not been forgiven…redeemed…
changed? So whom will YOU tell? With whom will 
you share what Christ has done for you? There are 
so many others who have yet to hear the Good 
News for themselves. Maybe this can be YOUR 
GIFT to the Christ-child this Christmas! Why not 
ask the Father to show you someone who needs to 
hear YOUR story of redemption? Why not let Him 
lead to someone who YOU might invite to church, 
invite to Christmas Eve service or someone to 
simply invite to dinner that you might get to know 
THEIR story better. The shepherds got to be a 
part of an incredible story. So did YOU. Let’s make 
sure it’s not the greatest story that’s never told! 

Greatest Story
NEVER TOLD

THE
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Joseph and Mary, Matthew 1:18-25
 “This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, 
Mary, was engaged to be married to Joseph. But before 
the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, she 
became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

Matthew 1:18 (NLT)

Has God ever wrecked your plans? He does that 
sometimes. You know, you’re just cruising right 
along with your life, everything under control just 
like it’s supposed to be, and…BAM! Here comes 
God with one of His divine interruptions. It wasn’t 
on your radar screen. It wasn’t in your plans. It 
may not even be a direction you would think to 
go or a choice that you would ever make. But 
God puts it in your lap and in your life, and now 
everything’s changed. That ever happen to you?  
That’s what happened to Joseph and Mary. Jesus 
wasn’t in their plans…at least, not yet!  But now, 
here He was. And He would change everything.

Maybe you’re experiencing one of those “divine 
interruptions” yourself. Maybe a job change you 
weren’t expecting. Maybe a new child…whether 
yours by birth or by necessity. Or maybe it’s the re-
sponsibility for your parents or a grandparent who’s 
aging. Maybe it’s caring for a disabled spouse or 
relative or friend. Maybe it’s dealing with someone 
who’s rehabbing from an addiction. But it’s a curve 
you weren’t expecting and not something you 
signed up for. But there’s Good News. If it’s a “di-
vine” interruption, then God is IN IT!  And if He is in 
it, then there is great stuff ahead. The road ahead 
for Mary and Joseph wasn’t going to be an easy 
one, and yours most likely won’t be either. But when 
God interrupts it is for a purpose. And sometimes 
that purpose is more than you could ever imagine!

Divine
INTERRUPTIONS
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Do you think Mary and Joseph were ready to be 
parents? Probably not. Tradition has it that Mary 
was young…probably not more than 15 or 16 at 
the most. Joseph may have been a bit older, but 
still new to this whole fathering thing. Why do 
you think God would give such an important task 
to such unqualified people? I mean, would YOU 
put the fate of the world in the hands of a couple 
of teenagers? No way!! But God did. Why? Be-
cause He knew two things: One, they would NEV-
ER be ready. No matter how old or mature they 
became, they would never be ready for the task 
of raising the Son of God. And two, He would be 
with them. Though THEY weren’t ready, He was.  
And He would help them complete their task.

That’s Good News for us. I don’t know about you, 
but I often find myself not ready for things God has 
called me to. I wasn’t ready to be a husband or a fa-
ther or a grandfather. I wasn’t ready to be a leader 
or a pastor. And you know what? I never would be.  
Neither will you. You won’t be ready for MOST of the 
great adventures in life that God calls you to take.  
But the Good News is you don’t have to be ready, 
because God is. And just like He took the journey 
with Mary and Joseph and me, He’ll take that jour-
ney with YOU. He’ll make sure we’ve got all we 
need to complete the task. And THAT’S Good News!

 

Be Ready
YOU’LL NEVER
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Have you ever thought about the fact that you never 
hear anything about Mary and Joseph’s families?  
Where were they? Where were the proud grand-
parents, glowing and doting over the baby? Where 
were the aunts and uncles bouncing Him on their 
knees? Except for John the Baptist, you never even 
hear about any cousins or relatives at all. We really 
don’t know, but my guess is, after they found out 
Mary was pregnant, they pulled away. Would YOU 
believe your daughter if she told you she was “mag-
ically” pregnant? Joseph wouldn’t have believed it 
if not for the angel. God had called them to a jour-
ney that no one would really understand. Though 
it was an AWESOME and IMPORTANT task, it 
would also be a LONELY one. Sometimes, when 
you go with God, not everyone will understand.

You may find that out yourself sometime. You may 
have family who aren’t believers and don’t under-
stand why you’re so “committed.” You may have 
friends who, after you decide to follow Christ, won’t 
understand why you won’t go places you used 
to go or do things you used to do. You may even 
have a spouse or a parent or a child who doesn’t 
understand when you need to follow a call of God 
to make a move or a change or take a certain 
position. I’m not going to lie to you. Sometimes 
the God Way is a lonely way. But there’s Good 
News.  Even though not everyone will under-
stand, some will. God gave Mary a friend in her 
cousin Elizabeth, who affirmed her calling. God 
will most likely give you a friend or two like that 
as well. And, of course, God understands. There 
may be moments as you follow God that the only 
affirmation you get is the affirmation of Heaven. 
That’s when you’ll discover that it’s the only affir-
mation you really need. And THAT’S Good News!   

Not Everyone
WILL UNDERSTAND
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“When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded and took Mary as his wife.”  Matthew 1:24 (NLT)

Joseph is a fleeting figure in the story of Jesus.  
The last mention of him is when Jesus was 12 
years old. Most scholars feel he probably died fair-
ly young. But he played an important role in Jesus’ 
life and upbringing. First, he stayed with Mary, even 
through the questionable pregnancy and humilia-
tion that came with it. Secondly, he cared for her 
and Jesus. He cared for her through the birth and 
provided for them as Jesus grew. He also modeled 
what a godly father on earth looked like. He took 
Jesus to church and saw that he learned the ways 
of their faith. Joseph didn’t know he’d only have a 
short time in Jesus’ life. But he made the most of 
what time he had. And THAT’S what’s important.

We don’t know how much time we get here on 
earth. We don’t know whether we have years, 
months or only hours with those we love and hope 
to impact. The Good News is, regardless of how 
much time we have, we can make the MOST of 
it!  Parents, model the godly life for your children!  
Grandparents, teach those grandchildren the ways 
of the Lord! Sunday School teachers and Chil-
dren’s workers and Youth leaders, make the MOST 
out of every opportunity that you have! You never 
know which conversation will be your last conver-
sation or which lesson you teach will be your last 
lesson to teach or which moment you have that will 
be your last moment to have, so live EVERY MO-
MENT as if it is! You don’t get to determine how 
long you get to impact this world. But the Good 
News is, if you do it WELL, it’ll be all you need! 
 

Never know
HOW LONG YOU HAVE

YOU
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“And she will have a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for 
he will save his people from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 (NLT)

I love good action flicks. In fact, they don’t even 
have to be good. They just need to have ACTION!  
You know the kind, some bad guy is going to blow 
up the world and someone has to stop him.  A 
hero emerges…and the fate of the world is now 
in his hands. It’s corny, I know. But it’s not all that 
far fetched.  Take Mary and Joseph. Did you hear 
what the angel said to Joseph? “Call Him Jesus” 
whose name means, “The Lord saves.” They were 
given the responsibility to raise The One who was 
going to save the world. What a gift!  What a RE-
SPONSIBILITY! And you know what? It STILL is.

The Good News of Jesus is both a gift TO us and a 
responsibility FOR us. WE now possess His Spirit.  
We now own His cause. The One who came to save 
the world saved US! And we have the responsibility 
to pass that gift along. Are you? Are you passing that 
gift of Jesus along to your family the best you can? 
Are you sharing that gift of Jesus at work with those 
who have NO CLUE what the Good News is? Are 
you passing that gift along to that tired waitress and 
over-worked checker at the store? Are you sharing 
it with that needy neighbor or that annoying relative 
who won’t stop talking? The angels gave that gift of 
Jesus to Mary and Joseph. Jesus gave that gift of 
His Spirit to us. So what are you doing with YOUR 
gift of Jesus? My guess is that there is someone 
just waiting to receive that Good News from YOU!
 

DoingWith 
YOUR GIFT OF JESUS

WHAT ARE YOU

GOOD NEWS CHALLENGE

Have you donated to the Joy To 
Your World challenge yet? Drop 
a dollar in the bins at the back 
of Worship Center or lobby to 
match your invites, or match a 

larger amount! All dollars will go 
to help fund local Good News 

grants and throw the first 
ever Church of God African 
Leadership conference this 

coming February!
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“And because Joseph was a descendant of King David, 
he had to go to Bethlehem in Judea, David’s ancient 

home.He traveled there from the village of Nazareth in 
Galilee. He took with him Mary, to whom he was en-

gaged, who was now expecting a child. And while they 
were there, the time came for her baby to be born. She 
gave birth to her firstborn son. She wrapped him snugly 
in strips of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no lodging available for them.” Luke 2:4-7 (NLT)

When you ask most people what they remember 
about the story of Mary and Joseph, this is the 
part they usually remember: The long trip to Beth-
lehem. No room in the Inn. Jesus born in a barn 
and laid in a manger. Their story was one of re-
silience and commitment…of faith and strength 
overcoming adversity. Theirs was no easy road.  
Their resting place no oasis. They stayed true and 
faithful IN SPITE of the hardships that befell them.  
That’s what makes Mary and Joseph so inspir-
ing to us. And it’s what makes YOU so inspiring 
to others! And THAT’S what makes it Good News!

We sometimes forget that it is not our success-
es, but the perseverance in spite of our failures 
that most people will identify with. People are im-
pressed by our scars, not our medals. For most 
people in the world are engaged in a struggle 
and they are looking for Good News. Not sappy, 
“just love Jesus and everything will be fine” kind 
of good news. But the Good News that is strong 
and courageous and resilient. They want to hear 
about Good News that sees them through their 
storms, their struggles and their failures. They 
want Good News that knows the toil of the long, 
hard road called life. They want the Good News 
that has been abandoned, but stayed true…that 
felt the sting of betrayal, but kept believing…that 
has experienced the darkness and the cold of the 
long, black night, but never stopped waiting on the 
light. The best part of your story is the part you of-
ten want to forget. But it’s the place where most 
people around you live. Anyone can make the 
journey down Easy Street. People want to know 
there’s Good News on Hard Knocks Road as well!  
 

Your Story
IS YOUR STRUGGLE

THE BEST PART OF 
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When we’ve been given a gift as precious as the 
one given to Mary and Joseph, we want to hold 
onto it forever. Anyone with kids understands this. 
You WANT them to stay small. Oh, you’d like them 
to be potty trained, but you want them forever cute, 
cuddly and innocent. They are like all gifts of God.  
You want to possess them. But you don’t. Gifts of 
God are just on loan. He lets us enjoy them. He 
wants us to make the most of them. But we must 
always remember that they are HIS, not OURS.  
And one day, we must give them back.THAT’S 
when the wailing and the gnashing of teeth start. 

You see, the Good News is that God gives us won-
derful and precious gifts. And He allows us to part-
ner with Him in what He’s up to in this world.  But 
sometimes we’ve poured so much of ourselves into 
it and sacrificed so much for it that we can’t imag-
ine life without it. Watch a father give his daughter/
bride away. Watch a mother when her son leaves 
home. Watch a ministry leader when it’s time to let 
go of a ministry. Watch a church when it’s time to 
change locations. Watch a pastor when it’s time 
to retire. All these precious things…our children, 
our classrooms,our ministries and our jobs…they 
are GIFTS. God gave them to us and one day we 
must let them go. I’m not going to tell you these 
moments are easy. Remember Mary when Je-
sus started His ministry? She didn’t want to let 
go. Remember her at the cross? It was hard for 
her to remember that she was watching the very 
reason for which He was born. She had done her 
part. She raised Him well and prepared Him for 
what was next. Now she had to do the hard part.  
She had to let go. Take a good look today at what 
gifts God has given you.  Thank Him for them.  
Thank Him that He would find you worthy of be-
ing entrusted with such things. Then, do one more 
thing. Open your palms before Him and let Him 
know that these gifts don’t belong to you. They’re 
just on loan. Then, like we ALL do…you may cry.

LoanJUST ON



DECEMBER 18

21

Herod, Matthew 2:1-8
 “Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the 

reign of King Herod.” Matthew 2:1 (NLT)

One of the first gifts God gave to us was the gift of 
“dominion.” He gave us authority and responsibility 
over our lives, our homes, our little corner of the 
world. But just as Adam and Eve quickly learned, 
we’re not really that good at ruling. Without the wis-
dom and leadership of God, our kingdoms come 
apart and our paradise becomes a nightmare. But 
there’s Good News. The All-Wise and All-Powerful 
King has come. His name is Jesus. He can restore 
order to our lives and peace to our hearts. All we 
have to do is yield to Him the control of our domain.

Like Herod, many of us will struggle with that. 
Perhaps YOU are. Is Jesus the ruler of your fam-
ily? Is He the Lord over you at work?  Have you 
yielded to Him the right to be King in YOUR do-
main? He doesn’t want to take it FROM you… 
He wants to rule it WITH you. Surrender to Him 
today. Offer Him the crown of your authority and 
ask Him to guide your home, your work, your re-
lationships, your LIFE. Learn the power of the 
prayer that Jesus would later teach His disciples: 
“YOUR Kingdom come, YOUR will be done!” 
THAT’S the prayer of a wise king or queen!

 

Kingdom COMEYOUR



DECEMBER 19

22

“About that time some wise men from eastern lands 
arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the newborn king 

of the Jews?’” Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT)

One of the great things about our journey with 
God is that we don’t have to figure out every 
piece of it ourselves. God sends us “wise men.” 
And “wise women” as well! They are the people 
that He uses to alert us to new things He’s up to. 
They warn us of paths that may be dangerous or 
destructive. They speak into our lives, our mar-
riages and our ministries with insight, understand-
ing and good counsel. The trick is, we have to be 
open to listening to them. If we do, their words can 
help us…protect us…guide us.  Sometimes their 
words are hard to hear because they are chal-
lenging, or even critical. But even harsh words 
are words of Good News if they have come from 
God. For they are meant to HEAL, not HURT.

Who are the “Wise Men” you allow to speak into 
your life? We need those voices from time to 
time. Letting those wise people speak into the 
kingdom where YOU live and rule will make you 
a better leader, a better parent and a better ser-
vant of God. God loves you so much that He’s 
not left you on your own. He’ll send you some 
“Wise Men” from time to time. Open your heart 
and open your mind. They come with Good News!
 

Wise MenWHO ARE YOUR
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King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as 
was everyone in Jerusalem. Matthew 2:3

You know what I hate most about going to a doctor?  
The Waiting Room. Not the poking or the prodding or 
the needles. I hate the waiting. I can handle it if I’ve 
got a virus. I can handle taking pills, getting shots 
or, God forbid, having to lose weight! What I can’t 
handle is NOT KNOWING. My fears about what 
MIGHT be wrong with me is always worse than what 
is REALLY wrong with me. I can live with getting 
bad news. But “the unknown” scares me to death.

That was part of what was going on for Herod.  
Who was this “king” they were talking about? What 
would he be like? What would it mean for him and 
his rule? What would do if this new king came and 
took his kingdom away? Stepping into the King-
dom of God is always stepping into the unknown.  
We’re never quite sure what God is up to or how 
it might impact us. Saying “Yes” to Him is to em-
brace many things we don’t yet understand. Which 
is probably why the writer of Hebrews reminds us 
that, “without faith it is impossible to please God.” 
(Hebrews 11:6) There is much we just don’t know.

Maybe you are wandering into some “unknown” 
places in your own life. You’re heading into retire-
ment. You’ve just gotten married or had a baby. 
You’re starting a new job. You’ve been through 
a major illness and are adapting to a “new nor-
mal.” And you’re afraid. It’s okay. The Good 
News is God has already been where you’re 
going. It’s new and unknown to YOU, but not to 
Him. He is with you and will guide you. Lean on 
His strength and draw from His wisdom. He who 
has walked this path before you will walk with 
you every step of the way.  He knows the way.  
 

The Unknown
THE FEAR OF
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Another fear that stabs at our hearts when we think 
of a new “king” in our kingdom is the fear of los-
ing control. We like making the decisions. We like 
calling the shots. We like having control over our 
own destinies. The idea of giving all that up to a 
NEW king is not a comfortable one. Which is why 
most of us LOVE the idea of having a Savior, but 
really struggle with the idea of having a Lord. Herod 
would have been fine with the Wise Men telling 
him there was a new priest being born who would 
simply save him from his sins. But this was a new 
King…and to have a King is to give up the control.

Control over your life, of course, is simply an illu-
sion. You already don’t have it. You can control 
your choices and your behavior, but not much else.  
You can’t make your spouse who you want them 
to be. You can make your kids become what you 
want them to become. You can’t control much of 
the world around you. You can only make yourself 
neurotic trying. But there’s Good News. This new-
born King can do what you cannot. He is the King 
of Kings and is in Ultimate Command. He holds not 
only YOU, but the Whole World in His Hands. Let 
go of the controls. Give it over to The One who is in 
command. Give him your spouse, your child, your 
job, your future. Free yourself of feeling like it’s all 
up to YOU. It’s not. The best thing about giving up 
control is realizing you never really had it anyway.
 

Losing Control
THE FEAR OF 
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He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of 
religious law and asked, “Where is the Messiah supposed 
to be born?” “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this 

is what the prophet wrote: ‘And you, O Bethlehem in 
the land of Judah, are not least among the ruling cities 
of Judah, for a ruler will come from you who will be the 
shepherd for my people Israel.’ Matthew 2:4-6 (NLT)

Don’t you find this amazing? They KNEW. They 
knew the prophecy. They knew HE was coming.  
They knew WHERE He was going to be born. They 
knew WHAT He was coming to do and how GREAT 
He would be. But for all they KNEW, they didn’t GO!  
How could that be? They were priests, teachers and 
the ruling king of that part of the country. They were 
smart, educated people who had all the information 
they needed to welcome Jesus to this world. They 
could have been His biggest ambassadors and 
His greatest disciples. But they STAYED. Instead 
of acting on their knowledge, they rested on it. And 
they missed the biggest event in human history.

The Good News was not something to simply be 
KNOWN. It has a dynamic nature to it that demands 
a response. It commands us to surrender.  It calls 
us to worship. It is not to simply be information that 
is to sit in our heads. It is to capture our hearts and 
MOVE US into action! Repent! Worship! Change! 
Bow down! Give! Witness! Love! These are the 
ACTIONS of the Good News. Those who know 
the Word of God in their heads, but are not ACT-
ING on those words are missing the ESSENCE 
of why Jesus came. He didn’t come so that we 
would KNOW…He came so that we would GO! A 
good question to ask ourselves is not how much of 
the story of Jesus do we know, but how much of it 
are we ACTING on? Let the Good News speak to 
you today. Better yet, let it MOVE YOU to action!   

 

Knowing
IS NOT THE SAME AS GOING

GOOD NEWS CHALLENGE

Have you paid it backward yet? 
Buy someone’s food behind 

you in the drive-thru and remind 
them what our cross magnets 

are all about!
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I think one of the reasons why Herod and his staff 
stayed behind and let the Wise Men go find Jesus 
on their own was they didn’t really feel like they 
“needed” Jesus. They were fine. They lived com-
fortable lives in palaces and nice houses. They 
had plenty to eat and nice clothes to wear. They 
weren’t sick or poor or in a major life crisis. Their 
lives were GOOD. And good is the enemy of great.

Christ didn’t come so that we could have “good” 
lives. He came so that we could have GREAT ones.  
He didn’t just come to heal those who were near 
to death or to provide for those who were hungry 
or even forgiveness for those who had committed 
vile sins. He came to redeem the heart of mankind 
and restore it to a Divine Purpose. He came to give 
us something more to live for than a full stomach 
and an adequate bank account. He came to give 
our lives an Eternal focus and a world-changing 
opportunity. It wasn’t the poor or the lepers or the 
tax collectors and prostitutes that Jesus had a hard 
time reaching. It was the Pharisees. It was the 
Teachers. It was the Government officials. There 
lives were good. And good is the enemy of great.

The Good News of Christ coming isn’t just for 
those in your life who desperately need Him. It’s 
for YOU who think you’re “fine.” He didn’t just come 
to break the chains of the addict, He came for you 
hard-working, teetotalers as well. He didn’t just 
come for those whose lives are full of regrets and 
bad decisions. He came for those who have lived 
decent lives as well. He came for those whose lives 
are good. And He wants to make them GREAT.  
So if you’re living a “good” life, I’m happy for you.  
It’s a better life than many, I’m sure. Just don’t let 
your good life keep you from God’s great one. 
Because sometimes good is the enemy of great.
 

Of Great
GOOD IS THE ENEMY
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Have you ever wondered what might have hap-
pened if Herod had not only listened to the Wise 
Men, but actually went with them? What if he had 
gone to Bethlehem and seen the Christ child for 
himself? What if he had opened his heart and found 
forgiveness and healing and peace? What if he 
had made Jesus the King of his life and domain? 
Think about the kind of impact it might have had. 
His family would have been exposed to the Good 
News. His servants would overhear him pray-
ing. His staff and officials would all have seen the 
change. He would have become a different ruler 
and the entire country would have been touched 
by his testimony of having found the Christ. Per-
haps even other Roman rulers would have been 
affected. It was a grand opportunity. But it never 
happened. When he rejected Jesus for himself, he 
rejected Him for all whom he could have touched.

We forget sometimes that this Good News is infec-
tious.  It was meant to be so. When we embrace 
it…TRULY embrace it, it flows through us to all in 
our kingdom. Our families, our schools, our jobs and 
our friends are touched as the life of our King flows 
through us. They SEE the change. They FEEL His 
love. They HEAR the story of His work in us and it 
gives them great hope that He might work in them too.  
And the higher our rank…as parents, grandparents, 
teachers, leaders, company owners and government 
officials, the more grand our opportunity becomes.  
So embrace the Good News. Invite the Christ to ful-
ly live in and through your life. Declare Him to be 
King in all of your domain. Ask Him to control every 
aspect of your being. Don’t make the same mistake 
Herod made. Allow those in your sphere of influence 
to experience the fullness of this blessed Good 
News. Make the most of YOUR Grand Opportunity!

Opportunity
A GRAND
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The Wise Men, Matthew 2:1-12
 “Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign 

of King Herod. About that time some wise men from 
eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the 

newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, 
and we have come to worship him.’” Matthew 2:1-2 (NLT)

Have you ever had a sign from God? Sure you 
have. He gives them to you every day. You may 
not recognize them as signs from Him, but they 
are. Sometimes they look like a beautiful sunrise.  
That’s a sign from Him that wants to fill your life 
with beautiful things. Sometimes they look like Bi-
ble verses. He often guides you to just what you 
need to read at just the right time. Sometimes they 
look like friends who give you counsel…give you 
encouragement…give you comfort. It’s a sign from 
Him reminding you that you are not alone and not 
forgotten. Sometimes they look like opportunities to 
teach or serve or help. That’s a sign from Him that 
you are gifted and an important part of His Body. His 
signs are EVERYWHERE. Are you noticing them?

The star that was in the sky at the time that Jesus 
was born was there for anyone who would look. 
Many may have thought it was pretty and gone on 
their way. Others probably hardly let their eyes gaze 
upon it at all.  But the Wise Men were LOOKING for 
it. They recognize it as more than just another light in 
the sky. This star was Good News! This star was real-
ly saying something. This star was a sign from God!  
God is speaking to YOU today. Can you hear Him?  
I’ll bet, if you look, that you see a sign from Him. In 
fact, I’ll bet you may see MANY signs from Him. He 
wants you to know that you are precious to Him and a 
vital part of His Kingdom. He also wants you to know 
that you are NEVER alone. Find YOUR sign from 
God. He’s got something to say specifically to YOU! 

A Sign FROM GOD
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Have you ever wondered where the Wise Men were 
from? Some scholars say they were from what is 
now Iraq or Iran. Still others say, perhaps Saudi 
Arabia or the Yemen. The Bible simply says they 
were from “eastern lands.” All we know for sure was 
it took them a bit of a journey to get there. Getting 
to the Good News sometimes takes a journey for 
many of us. I’ve had a few friends whose journey 
to the Good News started out in the land of athe-
ism. They had to find their way through a lot of ar-
guments of the mind to find their way to God. I’ve 
had some others whose journey began in the land of 
pain. They were abused or neglected or abandoned 
as children. The scar tissue of their past made it dif-
ficult for them to come to belief. I have some others 
who have had to cross the wilderness of disappoint-
ment. God didn’t answer prayer for them the way 
they thought a “good” God would. It made faith in 
the Good News hard to find. For the shepherds it 
was an easy trip. But sometimes it takes a journey.

Maybe you are a journey like that. Perhaps you have 
been wrestling with doubt and confusion.  Some days 
it feels easy to believe, but maybe there are many 
days when it’s not. Perhaps the scar tissue of your 
past haunts you at times. There may even be times 
when you sit in church and ask, “Why didn’t God 
protect ME?” It’s a fair question. Perhaps God has 
disappointed you and not responded like you hoped 
or imagined. Maybe you’ve grown a bit disillusioned 
along the way. It’s okay. Sometimes the fullness of 
Good News doesn’t happen in a day. Sometimes you 
get there in a day or a week or even a year. Maybe 
you’ve even thought about going back. But don’t. It 
may be hard for you to see right now, but one day the 
trip will have been worth it. One day your questions 
will be answered and your scars will be healed and 
your faith will be restored. In Jeremiah 29:13 God 
says, “You will seek me and you will find me when 
you search for me with all your heart.” Don’t give 
up. Keep going. The Good News that God will honor 
your seeking. Because sometimes it takes a journey.

Sometimes
IT TAKES A JOURNEY
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How many Wise Men were there?  If you said 
“three” you’re wrong. Well, you MIGHT be right. 
Actually, we don’t know. We know there were at 
least two because they were called wise “men” 
and not wise “man.” We assume three in our tradi-
tions because there were three gifts mentioned and 
we assume one from each of them. We often say 
“Three Kings” but we’re not sure about that either. 
They could have been magicians or astrologists 
or scholars. What we DO know is they came as a 
group. There were two or three or more of the Magi 
and probably a number of servants as well. They 
were wise enough to take the journey TOGETHER. 

Are YOU wise like that? The Good News was never 
meant to be experienced in isolation. God not only 
speaks to us and ministers to us through His Holy 
Spirit and His Word, He impacts us through the lives 
of those around us. There is SAFETY in numbers!  
The Enemy has a much better chance of attacking 
and deceiving and seducing us when we are alone 
than when we are with others. There is ENCOUR-
AGEMENT in numbers!  Watch a flock of geese, 
flying in formation. Their flight is made easier by fly-
ing together and they honk to inspire those in the 
front.  There is GROWTH that happens in numbers! 
Proverbs teaches us that, “As iron sharpens iron, so 
one person sharpens another.” You not only get to 
benefit from the life and learning of those you jour-
ney with, but they also get to benefit from YOURS!  
So what group are YOU a part of? Who are YOU 
sharing the journey with? Don’t go alone. The Good 
News was meant for us to experience TOGETHER.

AloneDON’T GO

GOOD NEWS CHALLENGE

Contact a local nursing home 
and ask if you and your family 

can bring in a special treat 
of flowers or small gifts to resi-

dents that don’t have 
family who visits.
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Last year there was a sad story about a man who 
walked into a restaurant in Alabama on a Mon-
day morning and asked two police officers where 
he was. He told them that he had left his house 
to go to Walmart, but took a wrong turn and got 
lost. The officers looked at his driver’s license and 
asked if the address was accurate. He said it was. 
They said, “We’ll help you find your way back.” 
The man was 900 miles from home. The man 
was an 89 year old man with mild dementia, but 
it could honestly be ANY man’s story.  We HATE 
to ask for directions. We’d rather burn 5 tanks of 
gas and go hundreds of miles out of our way than 
ask someone to help us find our way. We can go 
from a LITTLE lost to a LOT lost in no time at all. 
That’s why we’re so grateful for the invention of 
GPS and smart phones. For some reason, a phone 
telling us the way helps us retain our manhood.

The Wise Men were smart enough to ask where the 
King was to be born. They came as far as they knew 
how on their own, but now they needed help. The 
Good News is, “Ask, and you will receive!” Instead 
of wandering around, hoping to stumble across Je-
sus, they sought help.  And God directed them to just 
the right people who would know.  Are YOU smart 
enough to ask for help?  It’s okay to admit you don’t 
have all the answers. I’ve had LOTS of questions 
along the way about marriage, about faith, about 
leadership, about dealing with past pain, about par-
enting, about overcoming addiction, about LIFE. For 
some reason we think we have to figure all this stuff 
out all on our own.  But we don’t.  God has lots of 
people along the way who are more than willing to 
help us on the journey. Have you had a few questions 
lately? Have you missed a turn or two and are now 
trying to figure out how to get yourself back on track?  
I’ve got Good News. God’s got people just waiting 
to help you find your way. Don’t be afraid to ask.

Don' t Be 
AFRAID TO ASK
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“They entered the house and saw the child with his 
mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him.” 

Matthew 2:11 (NLT)

What do you think God wants from you? If you 
watch any number of televangelists, you’d think 
God wants your MONEY…and THEY are his col-
lectors!  And God DOES want it. But not first. Some-
times when you listen to us pastors talk, you’d think 
God wants your TIME. We’re always telling you 
how you need to serve and help and be in church 
all the time. And God DOES want your time. But 
not first. If you listen to your spouse or your kids 
or your friends, they will tell you that God wants 
you to break those awful habits you have and get 
your act together. And God DOES want you to 
break those awful habits. But not first. What God 
wants first is your HEART. The Good News is that 
all God really, really wants is for you to love Him. 
He wants you to come to a place of complete sur-
render where you put Him above all things and all 
others. Jesus said that the greatest commandment 
was to “love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
soul, mind and strength.” He wants YOUR HEART.  
Because if He has that, everything else will follow.

I think it’s telling that the first thing the Wise Men 
did was bow down and worship Jesus. Think 
about it…WISE MEN…KINGS…MAGI…bow-
ing! These men, royalty in their own right, kneel-
ing in the presence of The Child. They did it right. 
Before they said anything, did anything or offered 
anything, they gave Jesus what He really wanted. 
They gave Him their hearts. They knelt and wor-
shipped Him for who He was. Once He had that, all 
that they had became His. How about you?  Does 
He have YOUR heart? The Good News is that it 
doesn’t matter how much you feel you may have to 
offer God today. You may not have much money, 
time or talent to put on the table. But what we ALL 
have is that which He really wants. He wants our 
HEARTS.  Why not bow down and offer Him YOUR 
heart today? Why not take a moment and just wor-
ship Him for who He is? Why not acknowledge to 
Him today that He is your FIRST LOVE…above all 
things and above all others. Do that and God will 
have what He really wants. It starts with the heart. 

The HeartSTART WITH



“Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him 
gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.” Matthew 2:11 (NLT) 

Some years ago I made an announcement to my 
church that the Board of Elders and myself and 
made the decision to pursue building a new worship 
center. It brought a cheer. The current auditorium at 
that time was also used as a gym where we played 
basketball. Mothers hated it because their daugh-
ters were getting married at the free throw line. We 
fathers thought it kind of cool. But the mothers pre-
vailed, so we made the announcement. After the 
service where I broke the news I had a 12 year-old 
boy named Ian who came up to me. He said, “If 
we’re going to build a new worship center, we’re 
going to need money. I just had my first babysitting 
job last week and made 5 dollars. I’d like to donate 
it as the first gift for our new building.” I held the five 
dollar bill in my hand and wept. Ian’s gift was price-
less. On the one hand, five dollars may not seem 
to be a lot in today’s economy.  But in the economy 
of God, it was HUGE. It was all the money he had.

The model of the Magi is an important one to us. 
They had been touched and blessed by the com-
ing of the Christ. And their response to this Good 
News? The best they had. Gold. Frankincense. 
Myrrh. Things that were PRECIOUS. Things that 
were PRICELESS. They could have offered to-
kens…after all, wasn’t their journey enough of a gift 
in itself? But they didn’t.  He had their hearts, and 
so now they offered their BEST. It’s what the King 
deserved. Have YOU responded to the Good News 
with YOUR BEST? When the collection is taken or 
you make your financial contribution to advancing 
the Good News, is your gift your BEST? When you 
sing on the worship team or in the choir, when you 
play in the band is your effort your BEST effort? 
Are you rehearsed and practiced and ready to help 
guide people into the presence of God? When you 
teach your class is it your BEST attempt? Do you re-
gard your role of guiding people in the Word of God 
as a SACRED trust and make sure you honor it with 
the best preparation that you can give? WHATEV-
ER you did for God in these past few weeks…was 
your gift worthy of The King? Like Ian, all that you 
may have may not seem like a lot. But the Good 
News is you don’t have a lot to bless the heart of 
God. Just give Him what He deserves. Your BEST.  

Best
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“When it was time to leave, they returned to their own 
country by another route, for God had warned them in a 

dream not to return to Herod.” Matthew 2:12 (NLT)

The journey for the Wise Men didn’t end in Beth-
lehem. It actually only started there. After all that 
traveling, all that searching, all the inquiry…they 
found the Christ. The Good News was theirs. And 
now, it was time to go home. But there was some-
thing different about the journey now. Before they 
were following a star and the guidance of other 
people. But now the Spirit of God was speaking 
directly to them. They were supposed to go back 
and tell Herod what they found. To not do so would 
be not only to lose his favor, but perhaps put their 
very lives in danger. Kings didn’t take disobedience 
very well. But they had a New King now. A High-
er King. An Authority that was above ALL authori-
ties. And He was showing them a different road.

Maybe it’s time for YOU to consider a different road.  
As you leave this past year behind you and face 
the New Year ahead, what path might God have for 
you? The Good News hasn’t come to leave you the 
same. Is the Spirit of God speaking to you as He 
did to them? Maybe there are places you visited this 
past year that you need to not go to anymore. May-
be there are some people that you had as a part of 
your life that you need to leave behind now. You are 
not the same person that you were. You have a New 
King, a Higher King and an Authority that is above 
all others. Perhaps God is nudging you to take a 
different path…a higher road…one that He directs.  
The Wise Men could have just written off the expe-
rience in Bethlehem as a “spiritual high” and went 
back the same way they came.  But they didn’t. The 
Good News never intends to leave you as you have 
been. God had a different route for the Wise Men.  
Maybe it’s time for you to walk a New Road as well. 

New Road
TIME FOR A
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