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2018 SALEM CHURCH OF GOD IMPACT REPORT

One of my greatest joys is seeing how the people of 

Salem take NEXT STEPS in their journey with Jesus. The 

way you SERVE, GIVE, PRAY and INVITE so more of 

God’s Kingdom can come right here in the Miami Valley 

and all around the world inspires me. These pages are 

filled with stories and stats, all telling the same story … 

God is ALIVE in us and through us.  

Please join me in giving thanks to God for this past year. 

I am looking forward to this year as we pray and dream 

about the work we will get to partner with HIM to bring 

the way of Jesus to the world around us.      

 

Grace and Peace -

Steve Southards

Every
number
tells the
story of 

lives being 
changed.

2018 SALEM PASTORS
NATHANAEL LYON | PAULA SPEAR | RICHARD TRIPLETT 

STEVE SOUTHARDS | DAVID BOOTS | KYLE HAYES



33
BAPTIZED IN 2018

187 BAPTIZED IN LAST 5 YEARS

“After many life-altering decisions, 
after countless hours of tears, 
heart-wrenching worrying, I have 
made another life-altering decision 
only this time it is a wonderful deci-
sion and that is to turn my life over 
to God. I know he loves me but I’ve 
been too stubborn to really believe 
it. Today is my new beginning, new 
life that definitely includes Christ.” 

 - Lucinda, Aug. 2018



1,103
AVERAGE WEEKLY WORSHIP

ATTENDANCE 2018

40
AVERAGE WEEKLY ONLINE

COMMUNITY 2018

83
PEOPLE ATTENDED

PIZZA WITH THE PASTORS

2,162
EASTER SUNDAY ATTENDANCE

8,735
ATTENDED IN THE MONTH OF DECEMBER
1,145 - Average weekly attendance in December

670 - Jingle Jam;  2,340 - Christmas Eve Services

967
ACTIVE LEADERSHIP SERVICE

POSITIONS FILLED

2
MINISTRY RESIDENTS



Bryan Stiver

I can still remember the exact moment Pastor Kyle asked me if I want-
ed to go to Africa on a mission trip. I said yes without even initially 
asking my wife or really asking any questions at all. To me it was an 
opportunity to put my new faith and my videography skills to work. 
While my wife thought it was a great opportunity for me, she asked 
the obvious question, ‘How will you stay healthy?’ That question may 
seem odd, but I have a rare immune system deficiency called CVID. 
It requires me to get an infusion every 4 weeks to keep me healthy 
and it prevents me from getting many vaccines, especially those using 
live virus. Initially, Kyle told us we would need to get a Yellow Fever 
vaccine. The problem for me was that vaccine is on the list of vac-
cines I absolutely cannot receive. I spoke to my Immunologist and he 
said he would sign a waiver that should allow me to enter the coun-
try without it, but there was still a chance that I could be denied en-
try into the country or worse yet, get Yellow Fever. After weeks of 
working on a plan to stay healthy while thousands of miles from 
home, I told Kyle I was in! Only a few days after I committed to the 
trip, we found out the Yellow Fever vaccine was not needed for this 
trip! God delivered for me after I stepped out in faith for his kingdom!
 
That still did not alleviate the chance of getting some other illness 
while travelling though. I could get sick from food, water, the airport, 
and anything else you could imagine. This did make me apprehen-
sive as the medical care in the areas we were traveling was not great 
and the chances they could help me with my specific condition were 
small. I carried antibiotics and steroids just in case I became ill. For-
tunately, God protected me while I was travelling and by being pre-
pared for a personal health emergency, I was able to help someone 
else’s emergency (See Pastor Kyle for that story!). Beyond just the 
health concerns, I had never traveled internationally before and had 
never been on a mission trip either! I was baptized on Sunday and 
we flew out the following Thursday. So everything on this trip was 
new for me. All that said, I had a peace, from the moment we got 
in the car to the moment we landed back in Chicago. I wasn’t wor-
ried, anxious, scared, nervous, or any other word to describe fear. I 
knew my Father had me covered and I was able to use my talents 
to make an impact on the leaders of the Church of God in Africa!

- Bryan
 

“Have I not commanded you? Be Strong and courageous.
Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your

God will be with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:9

FAITH OVER FEAR



753
HOURS

OF YOUTUBE
VIDEO VIEWS

3,111
HOURS

OF FACEBOOK
VIDEO VIEWS

1,959
FACEBOOK

FOLLOWERS

5,000
HOMES

WITHIN A 5 MILE 
RADIUS OF SALEM 
CHURCH RECEIVED 
AN EASTER AND 

CHRISTMAS INVITE 
VIA MAIL

2018 MESSAGE SERIES



Stephanie Stamper

RESTORED OVER REJECTED

Sometimes God uses something simple
to make others feel restored over rejected.

One Sunday stands out most to me at the Dayton Juvenile Detention 
Center ... Our team had to meet in a different room than we normally do, 
and we had a large turn out of young ladies. This particular Sunday the 
other volunteers told me they all had to leave early and asked if i would 
be ok closing on my own. i said “no problem.” As we began reading Bible 
verses and discussing them, i noticed one young lady who looked like 
she really didn’t want to hear anything we had to say, or that no matter 
what we said she was not going to listen. I was worried she may cause 
some trouble. The room felt extra warm this week. i took my sweater 
off and at that moment this young lady made eye contact with me and 
was hanging on to every word I said. At first I was a little concerned in 
her change of behavior, but then she started paying attention to the 
whole discussion, yet still intensely staring at me. When the other vol-
unteers left and i asked for prayer requests. This young lady told me 
“to be real i wasn’t all about today, until you took off your sweater and 
i saw your tattoos. Then i thought ‘hey this girl’s more like me and may-
be i should listen to what she has to say.’ I praised God the whole ride 
home that Sunday for using my tattoos to reach someone for his glory.

Soon after, this same young lady said she wanted to give her life to 
God, and said the salvation prayer. She showed up every Sunday after, 
always had scriptures to share, and would even pray for all of us volun-
teering. Her last Sunday before transferriwng to a new location we were 
embracing in tears and saying “i love you, and will be praying for you” I 
never would have guessed that it would be something as simple as my tat-
toos that would grow into something this beautiful. A new sister in Christ.

- Stephanie



Children received backpacks and supplies for the 
new school year through Community Table

Individuals cared for by Salem Light House Ministry

Donated from Helping Hands Circle to
Salem’s Local & Global Outreach Partners

Journey Bags made and given to those
living on the streets of our community

Blankets made by Salem Threads of Love and given 
to organizations around the world

Kids received weekly food backpacks to sustain them 
over weekend from Backpack Food Friends

Women that became gainfully employed with assis-
tance from OneHeart Dayton 

Turkeys purchased from Turkey Project for families 
in need this Thanksgiving

Salem volunteers that served meals to the homeless 
and needy at The Gospel Mission

Articles of clothing given to people in need
from Northmont FISH

Raised from Salem Church through Bottles
For Babies for Elizabeth’s New Life Center

1,200+
People served on Love Does Sunday

2,433
Approximate number of hours donated

55
Projects completed throughout

our community 

5
Churches serving together

SALEM LOCAL
425

9
$4,400

625

1,586

94

21

400

313

9,000

$4,493

LOVE DOES



SALEM GLOBAL
CHILDREN OF PROMISE
143 Salem sponsorships

63 sponsored on one Sunday ... a COP record!

HEART FOR LEBANON
Serving 1,800 refugee refugee families per month. 

CARING PARTNERS INTERNATIONAL
7 healthcare mission teams to serve overseas:

4 to Guatemala, 1 to Belize, 1 to Ecuador, 1 to Thailand

HARDMANS // ITALY
Continuing to lead Student Ministry for Italy

WEBBS // AFRICA
Hosted African leaders from 11 different countries in

their home in Tanzania for first African Leadership Assembly

OLDHAMS // EGYPT
Training leaders throughout Middle East and
Europe, also working with refugee families

MISSION TRIPS
6 LEADERS

Guatemala Medical Mission Trip

5 LEADERS
Ecuador Medical Mission Trip

6 LEADERS
Church of God Africa Assembly

15 LEADERS
Dayton Local Trip

MISSIONS GALA
Salem Outreach hosted first ever Missions Gala on August 12
including a catered meal, guest speakers, stories from 2018

mission trips, games, an auction and a multicultural atmosphere.

CHILDREN OF PROMISE SPONSORED CHILD



I came to the United States in 1980 as a student. I  dropped out in 
my junior year and moved to New York where I worked multiple 
jobs and volunteered one day each week to serve in my local com-
munity. In 1993, after eleven years in New York, I returned to Ohio 
to join forces with my brother. Within a matter of one year we re-
ceived invitations from the State Department to become citizens of 
the United States.  We were granted citizenship on my birthday in 
1995. The greatest gift of all came when my daughter, Angela, was 
born in 2000. In 2006 my mother passed – seventeen years after 
my father’s transition. For four years I struggled and eventually 
lost my job and my home after being found guilty of a crime that 
never happened. Though the case was appealed and dismissed 
the following year (2011) nothing else changed. Through it all God 
stood by my side and provided appropriate guidance that even-
tually brought me to Englewood where I married my fiancé of two 
years. Michelle and I were both unemployed when we got married 
in 2010. The system left me destitute as I was denied unemployment 
compensation. In addition, no severance pay was offered not with-
standing the fact that I had worked for the company over ten years.

I contemplated my next move, keeping in mind that God had a plan.  
The necessity of serving in some capacity was of utmost important 
to me. We serve to glorify God. And there is no reward greater than 
that.  I was encouraged to come to Salem Church by my new friends, 
Pastor Dave and Jan Cox. A few weeks later I received a direct invi-
tation from Ron and Sharlene Wyss to serve at the Prayer Garden, 
an experience I will never forget. Their thoughtfulness made it pos-
sible to retain my sanity even without a means of livelihood for over 
one year. Then another opportunity came in 2012 to serve in the first 
phase of remodeling the sanctuary and the main lobby. It was entirely 
supervised by Pastor David. I joined a host of volunteers, individuals 
and families alike, for this massive one-day project. The following day, 
I returned to complete the detail cleaning of the restrooms. It was 
right after this project that I was hired to work with the maintenance 
crew. My best serving opportunity came from a suggestion from Pas-
tor Steve to join the hospitality group. I enjoy serving as a greeter 
because it is always a great feeling for me to see everyone coming 
into the building cheerful, happy, kindly, courteous, and joyous. Every 
worshipper walking through the door is a blessing and I carry that 
feeling with me for the rest of the week with a heart-felt realization of 
the beauty in people. I have been truly blessed with so many oppor-

tunities to serve in the past forty years.

- Ituah

Ituah Enaiho

CONTRIBUTE OVER CONSUME



405
People participated in Winter 2018 Life Groups

32
Involved in Summer 2018 Life Groups

471
People participated in Fall 2018 Life Groups

63
Leaders & Coaches

10
Life Group Leader Apprentices

190
Visits/contacts made with shut-in and

nursing home residents.

31
Families comforted during bereavement

1,090
Flower arrangements distributed to shut-ins

220
Hospital visits/surgery contacts made

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

LIFE GROUPS



My journey started in 2013, I was 30 years old. On May 1, 2013, 
I was diagnosed with stage 4 brain cancer and 6 days later I 
was in surgery having a craniotomy to remove it. At the time 
my Aunt Judy was still alive and was my best friend, other 
than my sister. Without them and the support of my entire 
family and friends and community, I could not have made 
it through. Togetherness was so much better than alone.

Over the next year my friends set up a huge benefit for me. 
The support of my family and friends was overwhelming 
yet a huge blessing. No one should ever have to go through 
cancer alone. My faith and God have gotten me almost 6 
years past my expiration diagnoses, and for that I’m bless-
ed. In 2014 I married my best friend and father of my two 
boys. He took on the job of supporting me through good 
and bad times, and together we have made it this far.

Salem Church has been such a blessing to my family and to 
me. We were welcomed with open arms, immediately and 
felt comfortable. Since we came to Salem our church family 
has done several fundraisers to help with a vacation, gro-
ceries, Christmas and more!! I have gained many new friend-
ships and I’m very blessed to be a part of this church family!

- Rachael

Rachael and Jesse Hubbs

TOGETHER OVER ALONE



SALEMKIDS
Children dedicated

New children to Salem Church
throughout 2018

Highest Sunday attendance

New Sunday Volunteers

Serving opportunities each Sunday

Active positions filled weekly

Kids that attended VBS 2018

VBS leaders/helpers/stage crew/
directors

Attended Jingle Jam 2018
200 journey bags packed & distributed 
Jingle Jam Compassion Project

Birthday cake for Jesus kits distributed 
through Salemkids & Community
Table Christmas Store

9
338
183
23
98
67
130
120

670

400



68
Average student attendance for

Salem Middle School & Salem High school

8
New adult small group leaders

35 
Students serving weekly

throughout Salem Church

23
Students and 7 Leaders attended

Believe Conference, Anderson, IN, April 2018 
and IYC, Indianapolis, July 2018

52
Students and 22 leaders attended the

Ohio State Youth Convention at Salem, Nov. 2018

1-YEAR
First ever 1-year

Student Ministry Resident



Hi, my name is Di. I am a faithful believer in Jesus Christ and struggle with 
FEAR, CODEPENDENCY, PEOPLE PLEASING AND ANXIETY. Celebrate Re-
covery has made a dramatic difference in my life over the past 13 years. I 
have chosen to be obedient to God’s command in James 5:16: “Confess your 
faults to one  another, pray for one another that you may be healed.” God 
asks us to be honest with Him, ourselves and others, that He may bring us 
into increasing freedom so we can use our gifts and talents to serve oth-
ers. Jesus said, “I came to SERVE, NOT to be served.” At CR, we do this in 
a safe and non-judgmental environment. Everyone struggles with something.

From Celebrate Recovery, another ministry has been birthed, Salem’s in-
volvement with the Drug Coalition. In the fall of 2017, my husband, Rich 
came home excited about a Town Hall meeting presented by the Mont-
gomery County Drug Coalition. Dayton was fast becoming one of the lead-
ing cities in the nation for opioid addiction. This meeting was led by then 
Sheriff, Phil Plummer saying: “Churches we NEED you to help us; we are in 
crisis.” The Lord tapped my shoulder and said, “I want Salem in the bat-
tle, this is a war!” So, in October of 2017, our CR hosted a Town Hall meet-
ing in our Chapel. Many came to learn and find out how they could help.

One experience from this was being a part of Grow Blitzes. This is where we go to 
a neighborhood and hand out Grow Bags letting residents know we are there to 
help them immediately if anyone in their household is struggling with addiction or 
a mental health issue. Our goal is to get them into a treatment center as soon as 
possible. As the faith based person on the team we offer to pray with and encour-
age them to find a church such as Salem that will welcome them with open arms.

This opioid crisis affects all people from all socio economic levels. It is everywhere. 
Years ago I was a mom of two teenage boys and had to call the police to arrest my 
oldest son who I discovered was buying and selling drugs. It was putting my young-
est son and me at risk. I could not watch them cuff him and put him in the squad 
car but I did want to scare him into facing the future consequences of where his 
choices were leading him. I get it, it hurts, it’s scary. Choose action, learn and grow.

Another way we can help is by standing with the Drug Coalition in prayer 
and sending a card of encouragement. Encouragement is vital to them. 
At our last Grow Blitz I asked if we could pray together before going out 
for God to disarm the hearts of those who came to the door and be open 
to the hope and help we offered. They said sure. I then smiled and told 
them I was a hand holder. They grinned and willingly joined hands togeth-
er. As I got into a cruiser, the officer I was teamed with had KLOVE play-
ing on his radio! I KNEW this was gonna be an awesome BLITZ and it was!!

Here’s the GREAT NEWS ... from October 2017 to October 2018, overdoses and 
deaths have dropped by 50%!! Dayton is NO longer the #1 city in the nation 
struggling with opioid addiction. BUT, we are still at war and numbers are still 
too high. Opportunities abound at Salem. Join the Outreach Team where we 
meet together monthly sharing what God is doing in all of our volunteer minis-
tries. Serving is one of the BEST ways to show your love and devotion to JESUS.

- Di  

Di Berry

ACTION OVER APATHY



484
Total Individuals/Households

Financially Partnered with Salem in 2018

$1,893,763
Total Dollars Given to

Fuel the Ministries of Salem

$180,021
Total Dollars Given Directly to

Others through Outreach

2018
FINANCIAL

TOTALS 
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