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Awakening 2017: A Time of Renewal and Transformation



Small Group Prayer Guide: Week 1

Devotional:
“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me, and know my anxieties; and see 
if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.” 
Psalm 139:23-24 23 (NKJV)

The Psalmist here cries out to God with what is known as “the prayer of the 
devout soul.” As we approach the Awakening 2017, we need not think of all the 
people outside of the church that we love and want to be transformed until we 
first seek God for the renewal He has for each one of us inside the church.

The starting place for renewal begins with the three-step approach used here by 
the Psalmist:

Step 1: Search me
God knows your heart already. He knows the needs you have before you even 
ask, but there is something powerful about giving God permission to reveal the 
need of your heart to you.

Step 2: Try me
In this step we boldly ask God to test our thoughts and our actions. The phrase 
“any wicked way” can be translated as “hurtful way.” So, our prayer is that 
God would root out any area of our life that is hurtful to others or ourselves.

Step 3: Lead me 
Once we have allowed God to search our hearts and reveal areas of our walk 
with Christ that needs to be strengthened, then and only then, can we pray 
“lead me in the everlasting way.” The way everlasting is God’s way with no 
compromise or rationale for our sinful alternative ways.

Discussion Starters:
Is there a specific area in your walk with Christ that the Spirit is leading you to 
work on and submit to the Lord?
   
If there is something that is hurting you from being revived and renewed in Christ, 
are you willing to confess that sin or flaw to the Lord and allow Him to create a new 
heart in you? 
(Read Psalm 51:1-13)

What tools does God use to lead and guide us in the way He would 
have us to go? (Read Psalm 119:105; John 14:15-17; Proverbs 15:22; Philippians 
4:7)

What is the greatest hindrance in modern culture that prohibits many from ever 
praying this prayer of the devout soul in Psalm 
139:23-24?

What is the greatest hindrance to revival at Valley View? (Read 2 Chronicles 7:14)

Prayer Requests:
Please pray for the following as we approach Awakening 2017:

• Guest Speaker: Eric Fuller
• Guest Worship Leaders: Ryan Jackson and Abbie George
• Pray for your own need for spiritual renewal
• Pray for someone you can invite to the Awakening that needs 
• renewal and/or transformation
• Pray for your church staff as we prepare for Awakening
• Pray that God will do a work in and through us that only He can do
• Pray for Ronnie Caldwell as he leads the Kids’ Awakening
• Pray for our worship services this week that God is magnified


