
Fellow servants and co-labors in the Gospel, 

Here we are, another Sunday has passed that many of us were forced to gather as a local 
fellowship through social media platforms rather than in the central location we normally gather 
together for corporate worship. Unfortunately, based on most projections at this time, after today 
Sunday, March 29, it will still be 4-6 weeks before we can safely call our churches back to 
corporate worship. For those looking for a concrete date for this crisis to pass, unfortunately, 
such a date does not exist. Every conversation I have had with other DOM’s, AMS’s, SCBC staff 
and Convention leaders from other states, I hear the same advice. At this time, it is considered 
best practice to follow the advice of governmental leaders (https://www.coronavirus.gov) in 
determining when it may be safe to gather once again for corporate worship.  

As Gary Hollingsworth, the Executive Director/Treasure of SCBC, said, “In moments like these, 
remember, LEADERS LEAD! Do not be shy about taking the lead in your church and 
community to be a visible and active voice for Christ. The Bible says we are to submit to 
authorities so churches can and should be a model of following the advice and recommendations 
of professional health care workers and government officials at every level.” The SCBC website 
words it this way: “Based on consistent recommendations from government officials and 
professional health care workers, it does not seem wise to conduct live worship gatherings for the 
next few weeks (most estimates are May 10). That does not mean a church must stop 
worshipping, so we recommend churches provide on-line or other virtual worship opportunities 
for now.” 

While I respect the autonomy of the local church, here are some things I would personally be 
doing for the next three weeks if I were the pastor of a church right now. Please know these are 
not directives, but hopefully they will address a few of the questions I have been receiving over 
the past several days. 

→ Call the church to daily prayer and provide a way to regularly communicate prayer needs. 
There are numerous methods of mass communication available to you. I have tried to list 
a few ways you can do this on the Screven Baptist Association webpage under the “News 
and Resources” link and then navigate through the link “COVID-19 Resources”. The 
South Carolina Baptist Convention has a great resource for daily prayer that may help 
you to find ideas or maybe even share the link with your church. It can be found at 
https://www.scbaptist.org/prayer/. You may want to look at this link as well: https://
s7d9.scene7.com/is/content/LifeWayChristianResources/7-
Day%20Coronavirus%20Prayer%20Guide-pdf.pdf 
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→ Conduct vital church meetings (worship services, small groups, Sunday school, team/
committee meetings, etc.) via video or telephone conference. I have tried to list a few 
ways you can do this on the Screven Baptist Association webpage under “COVID-19 
Resources”. Whatever you do, do something! The people you shepherd need to know that 
they are still connected to their faith family. 

→ Continue to do pastoral care through phone calls, notes, text, email or other virtual 
methods rather than personal contact, including hospital and nursing facility visits. 

→ Challenge your congregation to look for ways to intentionally share the Gospel. Many 
people will be more open now to receive a word of testimony and witness than ever 
before. Proactively seek ways to serve the most needy and vulnerable in your church and 
community. A wonderful resource to is https://blesseveryhome.com/index.php. It is a 
great way to get to know your neighbors and begin to engage them for the gospel. There 
is also the link found at https://www.facebook.com/groups/neighborhoodambassador/. I 
have tried to list a few other ways you can do this on the Screven Baptist Association 
webpage under “COVIP-19 Resources.” 

→ I would encourage you to unapologetically communicate the need for continued financial 
support and offer on-line or other direct methods of giving. One resource, our Baptist 
Foundation of South Carolina, is offering a very inexpensive way for churches to receive 
online tithes and offerings. This is a great service and beats typical market prices. To 
request to connect with this service, go to http://baptistfoundationsc.org/churchgive/. 

→ Provide tools and resources so families and individuals can have meaningful home 
worship and Bible study. Lifeway has opened up many of their resources, and I believe 
they are a great resource for this need in the local church right now. Check out https://
www.lifeway.com/en/special-emphasis/coronavirus-resources for the resources available. 
The North American Mission Board is a valuable resource for you as well: https://
www.namb.net/coronavirus-resources. 

This list is suggestive, not exhaustive, but was hopefully informative. Your Screven Baptist 
Association staff will continue to add resources as new and innovative ways of do ministry come 
to light during this unprecedented time. Please watch our website www.screvenbaptist.org for 
updates and additional resources. 

In His service, 
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