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F o r t o u s a c h il d is b o r n ...

..t o u s a s o n is g iv e n
Is a ia h 9 :6 (E S V )

From the Director of Missions
Richard Odom rdodom@screvenbaptist.org

I want to begin this month’s newsletter article by congratulating Will Browning, lead pastor of The
Journey Church, who was honored as one of the recipients of the
2019 South Carolina Baptist Pastor of the Year Awards. Will
Browning was the planting pastor of The Journey Church about 12
years ago and has maintained the original vision of being a sending church. Under Pastor Will’s leadership, The Journey Church
has planted seven more local churches and established a campus
in Goose Creek.
I have had the privilege to spend a little time with Pastor Will, and I
believe this excerpt off the church webpage well defines his passion for ministry, “Throughout Journey’s history, Pastor Will has
led Journey to be more than a building. He has a heart to see this
generation come to worship God.”
I also want to take an opportunity to encourage each of you as I
know you are getting ready for a busy Christmas season. I’m sure
each of you have had a fruitful and at times frustrating year, but in
ministry it all seems to come to a head during the month of December.
It is in December that we tend to think back on perceived successes and failures of another year—
and we have already cranked up vision and strategy for tackling the new one. In this busy season
it’s tempting to wonder if your ministry is making any difference. I know the temptation well. It
doesn’t matter the size of your church, the length of your ministry, or the number of followers on social media, almost every pastor has weeks (months? seasons? years?) where he questions the effectiveness of his preaching, his praying, his leading, and just about everything else he’s poured his
heart and soul into.
Don’t lose heart! The fruit can be hard to see at times, and “you’re making a difference in my life”
may not be verbalized as often as we would like. Most weeks it’s more of the same. Another meeting, another prayer, another email, another visit, another sermon. In God’s grace, however, all the
“anothers” add up to something, usually more than we know, no matter who hears about it, or
whether we can even see it.
I personally want to encourage each of you as this year comes to an end and 2020 is just days
away to keep running the race and fighting the good fight. Keep your hand to the plow. Keep sowing that seed. Don’t lose heart.
I want to wish each and every one of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Your co-laborer in the Gospel,

Richard
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PASTORS WIVES BANQUET

Men’s Ministry Meetings—2020
7PM
January 20 Cordesville First Baptist
February 17 CLM/Santee Circle
March 16 Miles Road
April 20 Calvary Moncks Corner
May 18 Cornerstone
June 15 FBC Moncks Corner

July 20 FBC Jedburg
August 17 Summerville
September 21 Harleyville
October 21 Berkeley
November 18 Memorial Baptist
December no meeting

Check the Screven web site for more information
https://www.screvenbaptist.org
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From the Director of Church and Community Ministries
Susan Harris sharris@screvenbaptist.org

What a busy month November has been! It started with Baptist Women’s National World Day of Prayer and ended with the MacDougall
Christmas Toy Shop with so much in between! The BWNDOP was held
at Chaparral Baptist Church on Monday, November 4 with about 60
women praying for other women all over the world. What a powerful
worship experience. That was followed by the collection of filled backpacks from the churches of Screven Association as well as others that
make up Region 5. This includes Charleston, Colleton, AllendaleHampton and Savanah River Associations. (Eleven churches of
Screven Association collected 465 bags) The goal was to collect about
500 filled backpacks for the Appalachian Mountain Ministry. The combined generous giving resulted in over 1000 backpacks! How incredible to see all these backpacks, and to know each one
has been carefully packed with a specific child in mind. Each bag has been prayed over that it will
meet a physical need but hopefully planting seeds of the gospel. Four hundred and seventy-five
bags went to West Virginia and about 550 will go to Kentucky. The bags are distributed through a
partnership with the local schools. The bags were filled with warm clothing, hygiene items, books,
food, toys and a bible.
A wonderful banquet was held for the wives of the Screven pastors at the Summerville Country
Club on Tuesday, November 19. The tables were decorated beautifully and lit by candlelight. A
delicious meal was served, wonderful worship through music by Kristi Mills and of course games,
laughter and prizes to end the night. It is the desire of Screven to truly minister to the women and
families of the pastors because we know it is not always easy. If you are a pastor’s wife and you
missed it, please watch for info on the next get together and plan to be there. We want to
encourage and “love on” you!
The MacDougall Toy Shop was held on Tuesday, November 26 at the MacDougall facility. Ten
churches provided gifts for the children of the incarcerated men and 8 churches sent volunteers.
This has been a ministry of the Screven Association for about 39 years. Over 250 toys were
collected for 160 children. The extra toys were used in Low income housing ministry and for single
mom’s ministry.
Prison Packets are collected and are ready for delivery to Columbia. Our goal was 400 and we
received 394 from the 11 churches that participated.
With so many ministry options to choose, THANK YOU for your generous giving! Many lives will be
touched through your gifts and will bring HOPE to those that may be hopeless. May these gifts
show Jesus’ love and knowledge of the true meaning of Christmas, that there is a savior that loves
them!
What a wonderful year serving together, and l look forward to seeing what is in store for 2020
Blessings, Susan
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From the Director of Leadership Development

James Holliday
jholliday@screvenbaptist.org

The Blessings of Serving
Over five years ago my wife and I had the privilege of beginning a Homework Club.
This Club is for elementary aged children who live at Haven Oaks apartments in
Summerville. Haven Oaks is a low-income community with many needy children.
The purpose of the Homework Club is to help the children with their homework,
reading skills and other academic areas as needed. Another purpose of the club is
to share the love of Jesus, a Bible story and pray with the children. They eagerly
participate and many times ask to help tell the story and pray. While there are
challenges at times. We have experienced great joy sharing the Word and Love of
Jesus with these precious children.
Recently one of our volunteers posted the following on her Facebook page. She is
Kwan, a precious follower of Christ and an immigrant from Thailand.
“Today at Homework club is one of the most emotional day for me. In fact, I was bawling all the way home, because I
am so so grateful that God uses overwhelmed, weak, impatient people like me to do His work and I see how God works
in the children's lives. Ray read the Bible story and one of the child that I has been pray for and worried the most since
I met her over a year ago asked a question: how do you cry out to God when you need help or in desperation.
There are 2 children that last year can barely read a single word. Today they proudly read me an entire book and I almost kiss her and give her high five at every page.
There is puzzle and mess everywhere and when I ask them today to clean up, there is 4 boys volunteer to clean up
even they did not make that mess.
I realized the difference is I took time to let them be loud when they came in and stop to hug each one them and listen to
their day. Almost all told me they have a very bad day and that people gave them hard time at school. I told them we
gonna make the best day starting now, and God answered that prayers. I realize these children just need that love and
attention and need to feel they are the most treasured and loved and adore as much as we have them with us here.
I realized I have been rushing them to read and push them to do things all year but all they need is love from God to
flourish.
I will never forget today that some of the children who got kick out and not allow to come to homework club this year
were walk by and ask me for snack and I walk out and hug them and they told me "I love you Ms. Kwan." You could not
give me a million dollars for that. This is it, the joy of the Lord. I feel His presence, His joy and His delight over these
children that He wants them to come to be welcome in His arms and His embrace. Oh God you are so gracious to me.
My life is meaningful because you have call me to live for something more than myself.
To top that off I told Ray thank you for being there otherwise I would be the only one there. He told me that he is blessed
more than the children. One child sat with him and placed her hand on top of his as they learn how to read. Such
affection! He has in mind to use and he told me that he has made his schedule around this time so he could be with the
children.”
What a tremendous testimony of one who is serving the Lord by serving these needy children. You too can share in this
experience. We currently need more volunteers. Just contact me at the Screven office if you would like to explore
volunteering. Also, I would be glad to help any church that would like to start a Homework Club ministry. Truly, the
blessings of the Lord flow when we serve others!
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MacDougall Christmas Toy Shoppe
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Thank You for Your Faithful Financial Support!
October

YTD

Berkeley
0.00 1,936.88
Bethel
0.00 2,778.44
Beulah
200.00
400.00
Bonneau First
0.00 3,240.25
Brookhaven
0.00 1,000.00
Calvary, Moncks Corner 1,392.00 12,027.00
Calvary Pregnall
0.00
0.00
Chaparral
30.00
330.00
College Park
0.00 2,221.33
Cordesville, First
524.50 4,426.69
Corinth
200.00 2,200.00
Crossroads
450.00 4,500.00
Eutawville, First
150.00 1,450.00
Faith
0.00 1,005.75
Gethsemane
201.85 2,159.19
Givhans
0.00
0.00
Harleyville, First
366.97 3,612.93
Harristown Road
325.40 1,563.40
Holly Hill, First
539.33 5,913.95
Hopewell
0.00
0.00
Iglesia Nueva Vision
0.00
0.00
Jamestown
0.00
525.00
Jedburg, First
441.58 5,550.46
Knightsville
0.00 2,452.78
Lighthouse Community
0.00 1,299.00
Limestone
234.00 1,806.00
Lydia
361.00 3,308.58
Memorial
0.00 4,124.88
Midway
0.00 3,530.91
Miles Road
0.00 4,000.00
Moncks Corner, First
750.00 7,500.00

October

YTD

Mt. Olivet
0.00 1,746.40
Mt. Zion
127.00 1,162.00
North Trident
585.90 5,063.15
Oakbrook,
200.00 2,200.00
Old Fort
3,011.00 38,927.95
Old St. George
500.00 2,000.00
Pleasant Grove
185.49 2,417.28
Providence
308.73 2,646.85
Reevesville
200.00 2,200.00
Ridge
0.00
0.00
Ridgeville
386.80 3,372.09
St. John's Bethel
737.80 5,569.88
St. Matthews
208.33 2,083.30
St. Stephen, First
590.79 2,126.65
Salem
0.00
537.20
Sandridge
241.00 2,554.00
Santee Circle
200.58 1,366.34
Summerville
3,143.84 30,383.15
Tall Pines
0.00 2,595.78
Wassamassaw
2,388.38 10,138.41
Endowment Funds
0.00
795.37
The Journey Church
0.00 5,000.00
Creekside Church
-299.72
400.28
Church Planting
0.00
0.00
Solid Rock Ministries
0.00 4,800.00
Cornerstone
150.00 1,500.00
The Church at Cane Bay
150.00
900.00
Ministerio Hispano Ridge
0.00
0.00
Trueway Missionary Baptist
0.00
50.00
Total Revenues
19,182.55 217,399.50
Total Expenses
43,906.61 236,359.54
Tyner-Jackson Offering
1280.00 5,253.92
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