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Dear Members and Friends, 
 
With Halloween, All Saints Day, and the thinning of the veil now behind us, I begin this missive 
with thoughts of that "great cloud of witnesses" and the ongoing work of the church. We stand in 
a fine tradition of folks who have given so much to make the world a better place. How 
meaningful it is to be working together now to do our part. 
 
Speaking of which, I want to start with a hearty word of THANKS to Pat Riemer and the Fellowship 
Committee for all their hard work related to the recent Fall Gathering. And be sure to mark your 
calendar for November 6th, as we'll be having one of our "Ministry Fairs," with folks from all of 
our different ministries at tables with information and ways to get involved.  
 
ONE CHRISTMA EVE SERVICE AT 5 PM: We've been reflecting on community building these past 
months, and it's in that spirit that we're opting to gather the community together in one grand 
celebration (Saturday, December 24th at 5 PM). So yes, as it turns out, Christmas falls on a Sunday 
this year. Rather than trying to guilt anyone to forego family time at home, we're simply going to 
offer a simple time of carols and readings for anyone who'd like to come to church or watch 
online. But for Christmas Eve, we'll pull out all the stops! So kids, be ready to come up for a 
Charlie Brown tree decorating time. And, of course, we'll also be sure to include some of the 
traditional readings and hymns we all know and love.  
 
Speaking of worship, I'm so thrilled that we were able to Commission Marc as our Minister of 
Music and the Arts. I believe we may be the first local congregation to have held a commissioning 
since the SW Conference delegated that authority to the local church. I've got some background 
information should anyone be curious and want to learn more about that. But the bottom line is 
we collectively recognized Marc's gifts for integrating the arts into worship, and we've now 
commissioned him as an affirmation of his calling. He's added a few folks to the Worship 
Committee so that, rather than a separate committee working on the arts in worship, that 
conversation will be folded into the work of our existing Worship Committee (now Chaired by 
Ellen Colangelo, as Ray Littleford has passed the baton after many years of dedicated service).  
 
 



 

 

As we begin to look back on the past year, I want to thank all of you for all the hard work you did 
around our recent visioning. The Council recently voted to accept the recommendations of our 
Visioning team to create two new Task Forces: one focused on growth and another on 
communications. The other areas of interest will be addressed through our existing church 
infrastructure (education, facilities, worship, and community outreach). No sense in re-creating 
the wheel when we've got some folks already in place and doing great work.   
 
 
I'm about to head off to Colombia (South America) for a week of family time with Catalina's side 
of the family. Rev. Al Gephart will be preaching on November 6th, after which we'll be holding our 
big Ministry Fair (a chance to learn about all the different ministries of the church and to see 
where you might connect). 
 
Then it will be time to give thanks and prepare for Christmas and the New Year! 
 
Grace & Peace, 
Pastor Tom 

 

 
Message from Rev. Andrew Ponder Williams 

 

Greetings from Vermont!  Ashton and I have been so busy settling in, and I haven't taken a 
moment to put my appreciation for each of you into words.  A few weeks ago, while preaching 
about gratitude and the importance of pausing to give thanks, I realized I really need to send a 
note of thanks to this congregation that has supported me and taught me so much about life and 
love, and ministry.   
 
As I minister through my new role, I think of all I learned from the ministry we shared at 
Desert Palm.  Thank you to everyone who also shared notes and gifts of encouragement as we 
embarked on this new journey.  Thank you again to all who lovingly prepared the ordination 
service and wonderful reception this past May.  It was a joy to get to see so many share their gifts 
through the preparations.  It was a special honor to return to Arizona after our move to share this 
special moment with all of you.  
 
With Gratitude and Love, 
APW 
Rev. Andrew Ponder Williams 
 

 

 



 

 

Neighbors in Need Special Offering 

Thank You, Desert Palm! 

Thank you, Desert Palm.   In a time when the world and our country are feeling the pains of natural 

disaster and strife, you came together as a congregation. You demonstrated what Neighbors in 

Need embodies with such generosity.  

 

As of October 10, 2022, we have collected a total of $1050.00. 

 

Neighbors in Need is one of the places in the UCC where issues of Justice and Witness are 

addressed in communities.   You can be well assured that two-thirds of your contribution will be 

used in the areas of voting rights, immigration, health care, civil liberties, and environmental 

justice.  The other third will be used by CAIM (Council for American Indian Ministries), helping 

the 20 UCC congregations on reservations and in the urban environment.  

 

Thank you for your commitment to our special offerings. 

 

 

 
 

Foster Kids Christmas Stocking Drive 

 

For more than 15 years, Desert Palm has partnered with a social service organization to provide 

holiday gifts for children in foster care.  Southwest Human Development offers training, licensing, 

supervision, and support for hundreds of foster care families.  Again this year, we will receive gift 

tags from SHD with a child’s name, age, and requested gift items.  Desert Palm members pick up a 

tag, shop for gifts in the amount of $40 to $50, and return them in a gift bag to the 

church.  Southwest Human Development makes arrangements to pick up the gifts and distribute 

them to the children and families.  

 

Tags will be available on Sunday, November 20, and gifts should be returned by Sunday, 

December 11.  If you are unable to shop in person, you may donate to the project, and we will have 

“super shoppers” to purchase the gifts.  You may give cash or checks to Desert Palm – be sure to 

make a notation for “foster kids.” 

 

Our goal again is to provide gifts for 100 children!  Desert Palm has always generously stepped up 

to support this worthwhile project.  Thank you!  If you have any questions, feel free to see me at 

church or call me at 480-897-7620. 

 

Thank you, 

Rebecca Bond 

 
 



 

 

What do the Caregivers do? 

  

Desert Palm Caregivers serve Church members, immediate families, and those who participate 
regularly in the life of Desert Palm UCC. There is no financial eligibility requirement. Services are 
provided free of charge. Donations to Desert Palm UCC are gratefully accepted. All services are 
contingent on volunteers being available. 
  
TRANSPORTATION:  take someone to and from medical and/or social service appointments within 
15 miles of the person’s residence. No transportation for work, social activities, or shopping. 
  
TEMPORARY EMERGENCY MEALS:  provide dinners for up to 3 days in case of an emergency. 
  
RESOURCES:  information regarding additional services available in the community if our 
volunteers cannot provide assistance. 
  
WE WELCOME VOLUNTEERS!  
If you can provide occasional transportation and/or Meals, please contact one of the 
coordinators: 
Marion Durham (durhamjm@live.com)                      
John Linda (johnlinda1901@yahoo.com) 
Jim Ewing (jewing@me.com)     
Leslie Schefski (lschefski@cox.net) 
Barbara Hofflander (hofflander@cox.net) 
Ethel Utter (eutter1062@aol.com) 

  

 
 

 
 

 

2022 AFN Annual Gathering 

Thursday, November 3rd, 2022, 9:00 -11:45 am  

Hybrid (in-person / live-streamed)  

AFN’s Annual Gathering is a yearly gathering of people of faith for relationship building, 

educational and resource sharing, celebrations, and planning for the coming year. To register, click 

on this link https://membership-usa.keela.co/weavingunity 
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Desert Palm Ministries Fair  

Sunday, November 6th 

Every few years, we try and gather representatives for our various ministries (I-Help volunteers, 

the Knit Wits group that knits 

blankets for kids in the hospital, 

etc.). This year we'll also be 

looking for volunteers to serve 

on two new Task Forces being 

formed in response to our 

visioning work. The two new 

Task Forces will be focused on 

Church Growth and 

Communication. We'll have 

tables set up throughout the 

Desert Palm campus. Feel free 

to drop by and learn about the 

many different ministries 

happening and see where you'd like to apply your gifts! 

 

IT’S BACK!! 

The All Church Work Day is back. 

Saturday, November 12, 8:00 AM to 12:00 Noon* 

*Hours and day flexible to your schedule 

 

Come help us spruce up our facility for the coming holidays!! Window washing, dusting, 

minor repair, playground maintenance, and more.  

 

Sign Up available at our Sunday Services and at the Ministries Fair on Nov. 6 



 

 

 

 

 

DRIVE-THROUGH COAT DONATION EVENT 

Saturday, December 3rd, between the hours of 10 a.m. and 1 p.m. 

Just pull into the parking lot, look for us, and we will take it from there. 

Donations will go to the Welcome Center in Phoenix to help people who are seeking asylum in the 

US. Many of them are flying to cold weather in order to be with their sponsors. 

 

A Poem From the WISE Committee 

MINDFUL 

Everyday 

I see or hear 

something 

that more or less 

kills me 

with delight, 

that leaves me 

like a needle 



 

 

in the haystack 

of light. 

It was what I was born for — 

to look, to listen, 

to lose myself 

inside this soft world — 

to instruct myself 

over and over 

in joy, 

and acclamation. 

Nor am I talking 

about the exceptional, 

the fearful, the dreadful, 

the very extravagant — 

but of the ordinary, 

the common, the very drab, 

the daily presentations. 

Oh, good scholar, 

I say to myself, 

how can you help 

but grow wise 

with such teachings 

as these — 

the untrimmable light 

of the world, 

the ocean’s shine, 

the prayers that are made 

out of grass? 

“Mindful” by Mary Oliver from Why I Wake Early. © Beacon Press, 2005. 

 
    

http://www.amazon.com/Why-Wake-Early-New-Poems/dp/0807068799


 

 

 

 
 
 


