
March 27, 2020 

 

Dear Church Family, 

I want to take a minute to talk with you about a practical matter for our church and community.  I am 
not currently in a leadership position in the church, but I have been in the past.  I remember when I was 
on the church board that there were occasions when we had to cancel church services on a given 
Sunday, usually as a result of a Saturday night ice storm.  A cancellation can create a cash-flow problem 
because without the offering, there is a week with no income.  However, I was always heartened to see 
that in the following weeks giving would increase accordingly, and the church’s finances were fine.  This 
happens because as a community of believers we understand that when we give tithes and offerings on 
Sunday, we are not paying for the show but contributing to the ministry of which we are all a part. 

The purpose of this letter is to encourage each of us to continue with our giving as best we can during 
the shutdown.  I realize that “Stay Home – Stay Safe” has hit some people harder than others.  Some of 
our families have income that has essentially dropped to zero and literally have nothing to give.  
However, if you are blessed to have a steady income during this time or sufficient resources to support 
yourself, please prayerfully consider how you can continue to support the ongoing ministry and 
operations.  Most of the church expenses have not stopped just because we have suspended gathering 
for Sunday worship.  Giving can be done online or through the mail. 

Recently I was reading an article about the flu pandemic of 1918.  The author stated that although 
650,000 Americans died, it hardly registers as a blip in our national story.  Most of us were pretty 
unaware of it until recent events have brought it into the discussion.  This author suggested that this 
happened because as a society people were ashamed at how they acted.  That it was not a great time in 
our country.  Neighbors ignored neighbors and did not pull together for the greater good.   

I don’t think that will be our story this time around.  I see the people of our community pulling together 
and helping each other.  People are stepping in to help those who cannot provide for themselves and 
lifting each other up in the process.  And of course, we all marvel at the selflessness of our health care 
workers who continue to care for the sick even when supplies are low and they are personally at risk.  I 
think that will be our story.  I think we will remember the pandemic of 2020 as a time when we all came 
together as a community and became stronger as a result.  Stronger as a community, stronger as 
families and stronger in our faith.  If we place our trust in God, we can all get through this together. 

Your friend from at least six feet away, 

Paul Ciske 


