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Daily Devotions 

 

September 12 to October 30 

 

We’ll deepen our friendship with God and with people daily by focusing on selected Biblical passages 

on cultivating valuable friendships. We encourage you to spend about 15 minutes each day with God in your 

personal daily devotion.  

We thank You Version for allowing us to share their daily devotions with you. 

 

For each day: 

 

Pray that God will speak to you. 

 

 

 

Learn what God is saying to you. 

 

 

 

Apply in love what God wants you to do. 
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Monday September 12 The Heart Of True Friendship  Psalm 19 

 
1 The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3 They have no speech, they use no words; no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world. In the heavens God has pitched 

a tent for the sun. 
5   It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
6 It rises at one end of the heavens and makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth. 

7 The law of the LORD is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy, making wise the 

simple. 
8 The precepts of the LORD are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the LORD are radiant, 

    giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever. The decrees of the LORD are firm, and all of them are 

righteous. 
10 They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the 

honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern their own errors? Forgive my hidden faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; may they not rule over me. Then I will be blameless, innocent of 

great transgression. 
14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and 

my Redeemer. 

 

Crazy Love by Francis Chan. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

“Stop Praying” 

 

What if I said, “Stop praying”? What if I told you to stop talking at God for a while, but instead to take a 

long, hard look at Him before you speak another word? Solomon warned us not to rush into God’s presence 

with words. That’s what fools do. And often, that’s what we do. 

The wise man comes to God without saying a word and stands in awe of Him. It may seem like a 

hopeless endeavor, to gaze at the invisible God. But Romans 1:20 tells us that through creation, we see His 

“invisible qualities” and “divine nature.” 

When I looked at some images of God’s creation, I had to worship. I didn’t want to speak to or share it 

with anyone. I just wanted to sit quietly and admire the Creator. 

R. C. Sproul writes, “Men are never duly touched and impressed with a conviction of their 

insignificance, until they have contrasted themselves with the majesty of God.” 

 

 

How long has it been since you have merely meditated on the greatness and majesty of God? 

 

 

 What practice can you put in place to make this reverence and awe a part of your daily life? 

 

 



YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME 
 

                                                         
                                                                 YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME Daily Devotions Page 4 
 

 

Tuesday September 13 The Heart Of True Friendship   Philippians 4:2-9 

 

2 I plead with Euodia and I plead with Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 3 Yes, and I ask you, my 

true companion, help these women since they have contended at my side in the cause of the gospel, along with 

Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life.4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I 

will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

7 And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 

Jesus.8 Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 

9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God 

of peace will be with you. 

 

Crazy Love by Francis Chan. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

“You Might Not Finish This Chapter" 

 

You could die before you finish reading this. I could die while you’re reading it. Today. At any moment. 

On the average day, we live caught up in ourselves. On the average day, we don’t consider God very much. On 

the average day, we forget that our life truly is a vapor. 

Do you really believe you could vanish at any minute? That perhaps today you will die? Or do you 

instead feel somehow invincible? 

I had never experienced heart problems until a couple of years ago when I began to have heart 

palpitations. Over time they became more frequent, and this worried me. 

To be honest, I knew what the problem was. I was immersed in and overcome by stress. It was the Christmas 

season, and I had to take care of and think about a lot of things. 

But on Christmas Eve the issue intensified so much that I told my wife I would go to the emergency 

room after the church service. During the service, however, I surrendered all of my worries and stress to God. 

My symptoms slowly went away, and I never went to the doctor. 

When I am consumed by my problems—stressed out about my life, my family, and my job—I actually 

convey the belief that I think the circumstances are more important than God’s command to always rejoice. In 

other words, that I have a “right” to disobey God because of the magnitude of my responsibilities. 

I find myself relearning this lesson often. Even though I glimpse God’s holiness, I am still dumb enough to 

forget that life is all about God and not about me at all. 

 

 

How often do you think about how fleeting your own life is?  

 

 

How does this realization help you live more transparently, lovingly, trustingly? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+4%3A2-9&version=NIV
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Wednesday September 14 The Heart Of True Friendship   Matthew 22:34-40 

 

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, an expert in the 

law, tested Him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”37 Jesus 

replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’38 This is 

the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the 

Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

 

Crazy Love by Francis Chan. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

“Crazy Love” 

 

If you’ve spent any time in church, you’ve heard expressed, in some form or another, the idea that God 

loves us. The only problem for me, was that it was a concept I was taught, not something I implicitly knew to be 

true. For years I “got” God’s love in my head, checked the right answer on the “what God is like” test, but 

didn’t fully understand it with my heart. 

I don’t think I’m the only person who has misunderstood God’s love. Most of us, to some degree, have a 

difficult time understanding, believing, or accepting God’s absolute and unlimited love for us. 

Thankfully for me, my relationship with God took a major turn when I became a father myself. After my 

oldest daughter was born, I began to see how wrong I was in my thinking about God. For the first time I got a 

taste of what I believe God feels towards us. I thought about my daughter often. I prayed for her while she slept 

at night. I showed her picture to anyone who would look. I wanted to give her the world. 

My own love and desire for my kids’ love is so strong that it opened my eyes to how much God desires 

and loves us. My daughter’s expression of love for me and her desire to be with me is the most amazing thing. 

Nothing compares to being truly, exuberantly wanted by your children. 

Through this experience, I came to understand that my desire for my children is only a faint echo of 

God’s great love for me and for every person He made. I am just an earthly, sinful father, and I love my kids so 

much it hurts. How could I not trust a heavenly, perfect Father who loves me infinitely more than I will ever 

love my kids? 

 

 

Do you believe God’s great love is for you, personally? 

 

 

What can you do to help move this knowledge from your head to your heart? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A34-40&version=NIV
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Thursday September 15 The Heart Of True Friendship   Revelation 3:14-22 

 

Jesus Christ said: 14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the 

faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I 

wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to 

spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do 

not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in 

the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and 

salve to put on your eyes, so you can see. 19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and 

repent. 20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come 

in and eat with that person, and they with me. 21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me 

on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let 

them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 

Crazy Love by Francis Chan. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Would you describe yourself as totally in love with Jesus Christ? Or do the words halfhearted, 

lukewarm, and partially committed fit better? 

The Bible says to test ourselves, so I am going to offer you a description of what lukewarm people can 

look like. As you read these examples, I encourage you to take a searching, honest look at who you are now, 

and how you are living today. 

Lukewarm people: 

• Attend church fairly regularly. It is what is expected of them, what they believe “good Christians” do, so 

they go. 

• Give money to charity and to the church… as long as it doesn’t impinge on their standard of living. If 

they have a little extra and it is easy and safe to give, they do so. 

• Desire to fit in both at church and outside of church; they care more about what people think of their 

actions than what God thinks of their hearts and lives. 

• Don’t really want to be saved from their sin; they want only to be saved from the penalty of their sin. 

• Are moved by stories about people who do radical things for Christ, yet they do not act. Lukewarm 

people call “radical” what Jesus expected of all His followers. 

• Rarely share their faith with their neighbors, coworkers, or friends. They do not want to be rejected, nor 

do they want to make people uncomfortable by talking about private issues like religion. 

• Gauge their morality or “goodness” by comparing themselves to the secular world. They feel satisfied 

that they are nowhere as horrible as the guy down the street. 

• Say they love Jesus, and He is a part of their lives. But only a part. They give Him a section of their 

time, money, thoughts, but He isn’t allowed to control their lives. 

• Love God, but they do not love Him with all their heart, soul, and strength. 

• Love others but do not seek to love others as much as they love themselves. 

 

How many of these “lukewarm traits” resonated with how you’re living your own life? 

 

 Pray for God to work on softening your heart, then choose one specific trait to work on (and pray on) 

throughout this week. 
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Friday September 16 The Heart Of True Friendship  James 2:14-26 

 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith 

save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, 

“Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the 

same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I 

have deeds.” Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that 

there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 20 You foolish person, do you want 

evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he 

did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, 

and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 

believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a 

person is considered righteous by what they do and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab 

the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a 

different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

 

Crazy Love by Francis Chan. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Serving Leftovers to a Holy God 

 

James 2: 19 says, “You believe there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder.” 

God doesn’t just want us to have good theology; He wants us to know and love Him. First John 2:3-4 tells us, 

“We know that we have come to know Him if we obey His commands. The man who says, ‘I know Him,’ but 

does not do what He commands is a liar, and the truth is not in Him.” 

Call me crazy, but I think those verses mean that the person who claims to know God but doesn’t obey 

His commands is a liar and that the truth really isn’t in Him. 

Some people claim that we can be Christians without necessarily becoming disciples. I wonder, then, 

why the last thing Jesus told us was to go into the world, making disciples of all nations, teaching them to obey 

all that He commanded? You’ll notice that He didn’t add, “But hey, if that’s too much to ask, tell them to just 

become Christians—you know, the people who get to go to heaven without having to commit to anything.” 

Now, I do not want true believers to doubt their salvation as they read this book. In the midst of our failed 

attempts at loving Jesus, His grace covers us. 

Each of us has lukewarm elements and practices in our life. Therein lies the senseless, extravagant grace 

of it all. The Scriptures demonstrate clearly that there is room for our failure and sin in our pursuit of God. His 

mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3). His grace is sufficient (2 Corinthians 12:9). I’m not saying 

that when you mess up, it means you were never really a genuine Christian in the first place. If that were true, 

no one could follow Christ. 

 

Do you see the fruits of Christianity in your own life? What is your love for Christ like? How well are you 

following Christ’s commands?   

 

Ask someone who knows you well whether or not your actions reflect Christ and the commands He gave. 

 

Talk with God about where you need to grow. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+2%3A14-26&version=NIV
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Saturday September 17 The Heart Of True Friendship  Galatians 5:1-15 

 

1 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a 

yoke of slavery. 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no 

value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey 

the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen 

away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For 

in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 

expressing itself through love. 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the 

truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little yeast works through the 

whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing 

you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. 11  Brothers and sisters, if I am still 

preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been 

abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 13 You, 

my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve 

one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 

 

Crazy Love by Francis Chan. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

When You’re in Love 

 

Have you ever met someone who was utterly and desperately in love with Jesus? I have. My wife’s 

grandma, Clara. 

Every morning Clara would kneel by her bed and spend precious hours with her Savior and Lover; later 

in the day, just the sight of that corner of her bed would bring joy-filled tears and a deep anticipation of the next 

morning spent kneeling in His presence. 

Grandma Clara acted toward God the way we act toward people we’re madly in love with. 

When you’re truly in love, you go to great lengths to be with the one you love. You’ll drive for hours to be 

together, even if it’s only for a short while. You don’t mind staying up late to talk. Walking in the rain is 

romantic, not annoying. You’ll willingly spend a small fortune on the one you’re crazy about. When you’re 

apart from each other, it’s painful, even miserable. He or she is all you think about; you jump at any chance to 

be together. 

In his book “God is the Gospel”, John Piper essentially asks whether we are in love with God: 

“The critical question for our generation—and for every generation—is this: If you could have heaven, with no 

sickness, and with all the friends you ever had on earth, and all the food you ever liked, and all the leisure 

activities you ever enjoyed, and all the natural beauties you ever saw, all the physical pleasures you ever tasted, 

and no human conflict or any natural disasters, could you be satisfied with heaven, if Christ was not there?” 

How many of you will read those words and say, “You know, I just might be okay with that”? If you are as 

deeply in love with God as Grandma Clara was, you know you could never be satisfied in a heaven without 

Christ. 

 

 Have you ever met a person so completely in love with God? If you have the chance, call them up today and 

talk about your relationship with the Lord and how you too can increase your love for our Savior. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A1-15&version=NIV
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Sunday September 18 The Heart Of True Friendship  Matthew 25:31-46 

 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with Him, He will sit on His glorious throne. 

32 All the nations will be gathered before Him, and He will separate the people one from another as a shepherd 

separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 34 “Then the 

King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the 

kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave Me something to 

eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited Me in, 36 I needed 

clothes and you clothed Me, I was sick and you looked after Me, I was in prison and you came to visit Me.’ 

37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give 

You something to drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and invite You in, or needing clothes and clothe 

you? 39 When did we see You sick or in prison and go to visit You?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 

whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for Me.’ 41 “Then He will 

say to those on his left, ‘Depart from Me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and 

his angels. 42 For I was hungry and you gave Me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave Me nothing to 

drink, 43 I was a stranger and you did not invite Me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe Me, I was sick 

and in prison and you did not look after Me.’ 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or 

thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help You?’45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I 

tell you, whatever You did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for Me.’46 “Then they will go 

away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.” 

 

Crazy Love by Francis Chan. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

By now you’ve probably realized that you have a distinct choice to make: just let life happen, which is 

tantamount to serving God your leftovers, or actively run toward Christ. Do you recognize the foolishness of 

seeking fulfillment outside of Him? Do you understand that it’s impossible to please God in any way other than 

wholehearted surrender? Do you grasp the beauty and deep joy of walking in genuine intimacy with God, our 

holy Father and Friend? Do you want to see God more than you desire security? 

Maybe you answered yes to these questions but still wonder what that equates to, what the alternatives 

are to floating downstream. To this, I pose one example. How would your life change if you actually thought of 

each person you came into contact with as Christ—the person driving painfully slow in front of you, the 

checker at the grocery store who seems more interested in chatting than ringing up your items, the member of 

your family with whom you can’t seem to have a conversation and not get annoyed? 

In Matthew 25 Jesus blesses some people for what they have done. Confused, they ask, “Lord, when did we 

see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give you something to drink? When did we see You a stranger and 

invite You in, or needing clothes and clothe you? When did we see You sick or in prison and go to visit You?” His 

answer is staggering: “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these 

brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’” Jesus is saying that we show tangible love for God in how we care for the poor 

and those who are suffering. He expects us to treat the poor and the desperate as if they were Christ Himself. 

 

 Do you treat the people you interact with in a daily basis as though they were Christ? Do you look out for 

the “least of these” to your own detriment? 

  

How can you begin to rewire your heart and brain in order to see these opportunities to share Christ’s love?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A31-46&version=NIV
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Monday September 19 Value Your Friend   Proverbs 11 

 

11 The LORD detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights find favor with Him. 
2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 
3 The integrity of the upright guides them, but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity. 
4 Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. 
5 The righteousness of the blameless makes their paths straight, but the wicked are brought down by their own 

wickedness. 
6 The righteousness of the upright delivers them, but the unfaithful are trapped by evil desires. 
7 Hopes placed in mortals die with them; all the promise of their power comes to nothing. 
8 The righteous person is rescued from trouble, and it falls on the wicked instead. 
9 With their mouths the godless destroy their neighbors, but through knowledge the righteous escape. 
10 When the righteous prosper, the city rejoices; when the wicked perish, there are shouts of joy. 
11 Through the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed. 
12 Whoever derides their neighbor has no sense, but the one who has understanding holds their tongue. 
13 A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret. 
14 For lack of guidance a nation falls, but victory is won through many advisers. 
15 Whoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer, but whoever refuses to shake hands in pledge is safe. 
16 A kindhearted woman gains honor, but ruthless men gain only wealth. 
17 Those who are kind benefit themselves, but the cruel bring ruin on themselves. 
23 The desire of the righteous ends only in good, but the hope of the wicked only in wrath. 
24 One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 
25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 
26 People curse the one who hoards grain, but they pray God’s blessing on the one who is willing to sell. 
27 Whoever seeks good finds favor, but evil comes to one who searches for it. 
28 Those who trust in their riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf. 
29 Whoever brings ruin on their family will inherit only wind, and the fool will be servant to the wise. 
30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and the one who is wise saves lives. 
31 If the righteous receive their due on earth, how much more the ungodly and the sinner! 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

This is one of our enemy’s most common strategies: taking good gifts of God and twisting them into tools of 

destruction. Gossip is one such perversion because it takes the good gift of bonding over sharing stories and 

turns it into a powerful force for destroying relationships. Many of us have experienced the bonds that can be 

built when a group of friends or coworkers has fresh gossip. We all want to be in on the secret and share juicy 

information with a friend. Gossip can cause more damage than we realize.  

 

Relationships are built on trust, and we destroy that trust when we gossip. We also harm the relationships of the 

ones we gossip with because we display that we cannot be trusted to honor our friends. Friendships built on 

gossip are mirages: they look real, but they disappear the second we try to rely upon them. True friendships 

require knowing that we can depend on each other to hold our private fears and hopes in confidence because we 

love the other person enough to prioritize their trust over the momentary excitement of gossiping.  

 

Prayer: God, convict my heart the next time I am tempted to gossip. Show me how to build real and lasting 

relationships of trust. Amen.   
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Tuesday September 20 Value Your Friend  Colossians 3:1-17 

 

3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires 

and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in 

the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 

slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old 

self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its 

Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or 

free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance 

against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them 

all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 

thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all 

wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And 

whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through Him. 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

1. What is the Lord saying in verse 12 that affects how we should view gossip? 

 

 

 

2. What is the Lord saying in verse 13 that affects how we should view gossip? 

 

 

 

3. Make a commitment to be a completely trustworthy friend this week. If you slip and gossip about someone 

or share something you shouldn’t, work intentionally to build habits that foster love and trust in friendship 

instead of dissension.  
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Wednesday September 21 Value Your Friend  Proverbs 16:24-28 

 

16 To humans belong the plans of the heart, but from the LORD comes the proper answer of the tongue. 
2 All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but motives are weighed by the LORD. 
3 Commit to the LORD whatever you do, and He will establish your plans. 
4 The LORD works out everything to its proper end— even the wicked for a day of disaster. 
6 Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned for; through the fear of the LORD evil is avoided. 
7 When the LORD takes pleasure in anyone’s way, He causes their enemies to make peace with them. 
8 Better a little with righteousness than much gain with injustice. 
9 In their hearts humans plan their course, but the LORD establishes their steps. 
16 How much better to get wisdom than gold, to get insight rather than silver! 
17 The highway of the upright avoids evil; those who guard their ways preserve their lives. 
18 Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall. 
19 Better to be lowly in spirit along with the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud. 
20 Whoever gives heed to instruction prospers, and blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD. 
21 The wise in heart are called discerning, and gracious words promote instruction. 
22 Prudence is a fountain of life to the prudent, but folly brings punishment to fools. 
23 The hearts of the wise make their mouths prudent, and their lips promote instruction. 
24 Gracious words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 
25 There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death. 
26 The appetite of laborers works for them; their hunger drives them on. 
27 A scoundrel plots evil, and on their lips it is like a scorching fire. 
28 A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends. 
29 A violent person entices their neighbor and leads them down a path that is not good. 
30 Whoever winks with their eye is plotting perversity; whoever purses their lips is bent on evil. 
31 Gray hair is a crown of splendor; it is attained in the way of righteousness. 
32 Better a patient person than a warrior, one with self-control than one who takes a city. 
33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

Our words are more powerful than we can imagine. We use them carelessly, but they have the power to build up 

relationships or destroy them. Few of us can honestly say that every word that comes out of our mouths is 

beneficial, but this is the instruction given to the church in Ephesians. With a tool so powerful comes the 

responsibility to use it carefully. Rather than spouting off whatever comes to mind, whatever gets a laugh, or 

whatever feels good in the moment, we have the responsibility to ask: does this build up another person or tear 

them down?  

 

Even words we think mean very little can have significant repercussions. A moment of harsh sarcasm or a joke 

that goes too far might be okay by the world’s standards, but the bar is set higher for believers in this passage. 

When our words have the power to bring grace to those who need it, we should seriously reconsider using them 

for anything less than such a high calling.  

 

Prayer: God, help me understand the power of my words. Give me opportunities to use them to build other 

people up and convict me when I want to use them to tear other people down. Amen. 
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Thursday September 22 Value Your Friend   1 Corinthians 13:4-7 

 
4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor others, it 

is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but 

rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

This passage from 1 Corinthians 13 is often used in weddings or on Valentine’s Day cards, but these verses are 

not primarily for married couples. It was written in a letter to a church, in the context of teaching how the 

church functions as the body of Christ, using individuals’ gifts for the sake of the whole community. We all 

need to be reminded that if we truly love our friends—and our church community should include some of our 

closest friends—then we will treat them the way true love does.  

 

We can evaluate our friendships by looking at this long description and asking ourselves if our relationships 

look like this. Am I patient with my friends, am I kind to them, not envious of their possessions or talents? Do I 

brag or act arrogantly towards others? Am I rude? Do I have any other motivation for the friendship? Am I 

easily angered by their actions? Do I hold their sins against them? Am I honest with them? Do I bear their 

burdens, believe the best of their motivations, hope for the best things for them, and endure suffering and 

difficulty with them?  

 

Prayer: 

 

God, help me love my friends with this kind of love. Help me see where I need to grow and give me the grace 

that I need to do it. Amen. 
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Friday September 23       Value Your Friend   1 Timothy 1:1-17 

 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope, 
2 To Timothy my true son in the faith: 

Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 
3 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, stay there in Ephesus so that you may command certain people 

not to teach false doctrines any longer 4 or to devote themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things 

promote controversial speculations rather than advancing God’s work—which is by faith. 5 The goal of this 

command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 6 Some have 

departed from these and have turned to meaningless talk. 7 They want to be teachers of the law, but they do not 

know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm. 
8 We know that the law is good if one uses it properly. 9 We also know that the law is made not for the 

righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill 

their fathers or mothers, for murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for 

slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine 11 that conforms 

to the gospel concerning the glory of the blessed God, which He entrusted to me. 
12 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that He considered me trustworthy, appointing me 

to His service. 13 Even though I was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man, I was shown 

mercy because I acted in ignorance and unbelief. 14 The grace of our Lord was poured out on me 

abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. 
15 Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—

of whom I am the worst. 16 But for that very reason I was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ 

Jesus might display His immense patience as an example for those who would believe in Him and receive 

eternal life. 17 Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

The Gospels are filled with examples of Jesus getting in trouble for the kind of company He liked to keep. He 

defended sinful women, ate meals with tax collectors, and hung out with the poor, diseased, and marginalized. 

Jesus was a friend to people who hurt His reputation and did not deserve His friendship—people like us. He 

came to save sinners, and we are all certainly included in that group.  

 

Paul’s surprising statement to Timothy should remind us of our own posture—we are not better than the kind of 

people Jesus hung out with, we are exactly the same! When we accept Christ’s free gift of grace, we have every 

reason to humble ourselves and admit that we are no better than the people we call sinners. There is no room for 

pride or self-righteousness when we honestly assess our situation. Christ became our friend when we did not 

deserve it, and our response should look like Paul’s: a life poured out for the sake of others.  

 

 

Prayer: 

 

God, thank You for sending Your Son to be a friend to sinners like me. Thank You for seeking the lost and 

finding us. Help me to be that kind of friend to the marginalized around me. Amen. 
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Saturday September 24 Value Your Friend   Galatians 5:13-27 

 
13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 

serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your 

neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is 

contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that 

you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; 

hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, 

and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and 

self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the 

flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not 

become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

There are a lot of laws in the Old Testament, and they paint a picture for us of how God’s people were supposed 

to live. Some of them seem strange or unnecessary to us, but they provided boundaries for God’s people, 

showing them how to live in community in a way that glorified Him. All those laws that outlined specifically 

how this community should work and live can be summed up in this one important law: love your neighbor as 

yourself.  

 

This is how our love for God is evidenced: by loving the most vulnerable and unlovable among us, just as He 

did. When Jesus referenced this law in the story of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37), He intended to show the 

expert in the law that his thinking was too small. You should not try to limit the definition of your neighbor; you 

should willingly expand it to include whoever God puts in your path. The same is true for us: rather than 

quibble over what obligations we have to which people, we can freely offer our love and service to the more 

vulnerable around us.  

 

Prayer: 

 

God, show me how to love as You did. Show me who my neighbor is, and how I can serve them. Thank You 

for loving me when I do not deserve it. Amen. 
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Sunday September 25 Value Your Friend    Acts 2:42-47 

 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 

prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44 All the 

believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions to give to anyone 

who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

In a world with sermons and worship music easily accessible online, many people wonder what the value even 

is for a brick-and-mortar church. If the point of our meeting is merely to learn more about the Bible, then there 

is no reason for us to meet in person. Yet this account of the early church reminds us that there is something 

more significant about meeting together. When we spend time together, eating and drinking, talking and 

laughing, sharing our stories, and building community, we are witnessing the goodness of the coming kingdom 

of God. There is nothing that can replace it.  

 

God works through our meetings—He drew people to Himself through these early church meetings and He 

continues to use the witness of our relationships with one another to draw people to Himself. People can 

download a sermon podcast or listen to worship music from the comfort of their home, but there is no 

replacement for the flesh and blood community.  

 

 

Prayer: 

 

Lord, thank You for the gift of fellowship with believers! Help me cultivate good relationships in my church 

community that witness to You and draw people closer to knowing You. Amen. 
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Monday September 26  B.L.E.S.S. Your Neighbour  Begin with prayer 

 

To BLESS people on their journey to God, pray about who God wants us to bless each day and how He 

particularly wants us to bless them.

 

One of those days Jesus went out to a mountainside to pray, and spent the night praying to God.  

When morning came, Jesus called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also designated 

apostles. (Luke 6:12-13) 

 

 

1. Why is prayer so important in reaching our friends for Christ? 

 

 

 

 

2. Ask God to show you a couple of people in your life that He would like to reach and to use you as part of 

that outreach. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

3. What sorts of things does the Lord want you to pray for your friend so that God can reach them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What sorts of things does God want you to pray for yourself so that the Lord can use you in His plan to 

reach them? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Take time to pray each day over the next month for these two friends. Write ideas that the Lord gives you 

about how you can serve them. 
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Tuesday September 27  L Listen to peoples’ needs Luke 18:35-43. 

 

To BLESS people on their journey to God, listen to show them God’s empathy and to understand their 

needs that God can meet.

 
5 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. 36 When he heard the crowd 

going by, he asked what was happening. 37 They told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” 
38 He called out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 
39 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 

have mercy on me!” 
40 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him. When he came near, Jesus asked him, 41 “What do 

you want me to do for you?” 

“Lord, I want to see,” he replied. 
42 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight; your faith has healed you.” 43 Immediately he received his sight and 

followed Jesus, praising God. When all the people saw it, they also praised God. 

 

 

1. What do you learn from the way that Jesus listened to people? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who is a person who listens well to you? Why would you say they listen well? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Ask God to bring to mind a person that He would like you to listen to more carefully. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How well do you know that person’s worries, dreams, and needs? 

 

 

 

 

5. Talk with the Lord about what you will do to listen to their worries, dreams, and needs. 
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Wednesday September 28  E Eat with your neighbours  Matthew 9:9-13 

 

To BLESS people on their journey to God, eat meals with them so you can grow in friendship in God’s 

presence. 

 
9 As Jesus went on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s booth. “Follow me,” 

He told him, and Matthew got up and followed Him. 
10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with Him 

and His disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked His disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax 

collectors and sinners?” 
12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what 

this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

 

 

1. How do you think that Matthew felt when Jesus was willing to eat with his friends? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What reservations do you have about inviting neighbours or workmates over for a meal? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What can you learn from Jesus’ priority of eating with people? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What can sharing a meal with those that you are trying to reach out to mean them? 

How could eating a meal with your neighbour give them a taste of Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How can you be more intentional about sharing meals with your neighbours and workmates? Talk with the 

Lord about what you would like to do about this. 
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Thursday September 29 Serve your neighbours  John 8:1-11 

 

To BLESS people on their journey to God, serve individuals and communities at their point of need. 

 

 1 but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2 At dawn He appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around Him, and He sat 

down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They 

made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 
5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this 

question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing Him. 

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with His finger. 7 When they kept on questioning Him, 

He straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 

her.” 8 Again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with 

the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?” 
11 “No one, sir,” she said. 

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.” 

 

 

1. What needs of the woman did Jesus meet through how He served her? 

 

 

 

 

2. What can you learn from Jesus in this? 

 

 

 

 

3. Who do you know that has made a mistake? How are they affected by their mistake? What do they need? 

 

 

 

 

4. Ask God to show you how He wants you to serve them. What are some practical ways that you can show 

them God’s compassion, forgiveness, and acceptance? 

 

 

 

 

5. Share with them how Christ ministered to you when you made a mistake. 
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Friday September 30 Serve your neighbours   John 13:1-17 

 

To BLESS people on their journey to God, serve individuals and communities at their point of need.  

 

13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for Him to leave this world and 

go to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to 

betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His power, and that He had come from God 

and was returning to God; 4 so He got up from the meal, took off His outer clothing, and wrapped a towel 

around His waist. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash His disciples’ feet, drying them 

with the towel that was wrapped around Him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “You shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you 

are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For He knew who was going to betray Him, and that was why He 

said not every one was clean. 
12 When He had finished washing their feet, He put on his clothes and returned to His place. “Do you 

understand what I have done for you?” He asked them. 13 “You call Me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, 

for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 

another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 

servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know 

these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 

1. Why do you think that Jesus acted out this teaching rather than just simply preach it? 

 

 

 

2. What is Jesus saying to you personally through this passage?  

 

 

 

3. Who are some of the best “servants” you’ve met in your life?  

 

 

 

4. What can you learn from them? 

 

 

 

5. Talk with the Lord about what you will do with what He is teaching you in today’s study. 

 

 

 



YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME 
 

                                                         
                                                                 YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME Daily Devotions Page 22 
 

 

Saturday October 1  Share Your Story Acts 26:1-18 

 

To BLESS people on their journey to God, share the story of how Jesus improved your life. 

 

26 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak for yourself.” 

So Paul motioned with his hand and began his defense: 2 “King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate to stand 

before you today as I make my defense against all the accusations of the Jews, 3 and especially so because you 

are well acquainted with all the Jewish customs and controversies. Therefore, I beg you to listen to me 

patiently. 
4 “The Jewish people all know the way I have lived ever since I was a child, from the beginning of my life in my 

own country, and also in Jerusalem. 5 They have known me for a long time and can testify, if they are willing, 

that I conformed to the strictest sect of our religion, living as a Pharisee. 6 And now it is because of my hope in 

what God has promised our ancestors that I am on trial today. 7 This is the promise our twelve tribes are hoping 

to see fulfilled as they earnestly serve God day and night. King Agrippa, it is because of this hope that these 

Jews are accusing me. 8 Why should any of you consider it incredible that God raises the dead? 
9 “I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 10 And 

that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests I put many of the Lord’s people in 

prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against them. 11 Many a time I went from one synagogue 

to another to have them punished, and I tried to force them to blaspheme. I was so obsessed with persecuting 

them that I even hunted them down in foreign cities. 
12 “On one of these journeys I was going to Damascus with the authority and commission of the chief priests. 
13 About noon, King Agrippa, as I was on the road, I saw a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, blazing 

around me and my companions. 14 We all fell to the ground, and I heard a voice saying to me in Aramaic, ‘Saul, 

Saul, why do you persecute me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.’ 
15 “Then I asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ 

“ ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,’ the Lord replied. 16 ‘Now get up and stand on your feet. I have 

appeared to you to appoint you as a servant and as a witness of what you have seen and will see of me. 17 I will 

rescue you from your own people and from the Gentiles. I am sending you to them 18 to open their eyes and turn 

them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins 

and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me.’” 

 

 

Paul shares with Agrippa and Festus the story of how Jesus Christ improved his life. Paul shares: 

• What his life was like before he trusted Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord (verses 1-11). 

• How he came to accept Christ and gave Him complete control of his life (verses 12-15). 

• What happened after he trusted Christ (verses 16-18). 

 

 

1. What was Paul’s life like before he trusted Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Lord (verses 1-11).  

 

• What were Paul’s attitudes, needs and problems? 
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• What did Paul’s life revolve around? What was most important to Paul? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Where did Paul look for security, peace of mind and happiness? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did Paul come to accept Christ and give Him complete control of his life (verses 12-15). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What happened after Paul trusted Christ (verses 16-18) 

 

• What changes do you see in Paul’s attitudes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• What changes to you see in Paul’s goals and actions? 
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Sunday October 2  Share Your Story 

 

 

1. Start writing out your story.  

 

What was your life like before you trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior and Lord? 

 

a) What were your attitudes, needs and problems? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) What did your life revolve around? What was most important to you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Where did you look for security, peace of mind and happiness? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did you come to accept Christ and give Him complete control of your life? 

 

 

• When did you first hear the gospel?  

 

 

• When were you first exposed to biblical Christianity? 

 

 

• What were your initial reactions to Jesus Christ? 

 

 

• When and why did you begin to feel positively about Christianity? 

 

 

• What feelings did you struggle with right before your decision? 
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3. How did Christ improve your life after you trusted Christ? 

 

• What changes did you see in your life?  

 

 

 

 

• What changes did you see in your attitudes? 

 

 

 

 

 

• What changes did you see in your actions? 

 

 

 

 

 

• What changes did you see in your relationships with God and people? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• What does Jesus Christ mean to you now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Share your story with your unchurched friend for whom you have been praying and serving. 
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Monday October 3 Compassionate Service  Romans 12:1-8 

 

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of 

this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what 

God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but 

rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of 

you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same 

function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have 

different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in 

accordance with your faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 

give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show mercy, 

do it cheerfully. 

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

Sometimes we may wish that our friends were more like us—that they shared our same interests, felt the same 

way we feel, agreed with us about everything—but it is very good news that we are not all the same. We can 

strengthen and encourage one another in unique ways because we all have different gifts. Someone may have 

strong faith that another friend leans on when she struggles to trust God. Someone else may understand 

Scripture clearly and can explain it to her friends. These gifts are not for us to enjoy individually, they are given 

to us by God so that we can serve one another and be more unified together in Christ.  

 

We belong to one another, and so we have no right to use our own gifts for solely our own advantage. 

Friendship can help us stop competing or comparing gifts, seeking the spotlight for ourselves, or diminishing 

someone else’s gifts. We are on the same team, and our gifts are meant to complement each other.  

 

 

Prayer: 

 

God, show me how to use my gifts to serve the body of Christ. Show me how to encourage my friends in their 

gifts and truly celebrate them instead of competing or comparing. Help us show the world what it means to be 

united in You. Amen.   
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Tuesday October 4    Compassionate Service   John 17:20-24 

 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in Me through their message, 21 that 

all of them may be one, Father, just as You are in me and I am in You. May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that You have sent Me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave Me, that they may be one as We 

are one— 23 I in them and You in Me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know 

that you sent Me and have loved them even as You have loved Me. 
24 “Father, I want those You have given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the glory You have 

given Me because you loved Me before the creation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know You, I know You, and they know that You have sent 

Me. 26 I have made You known to them, and will continue to make You known in order that the love You have for 

Me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.” 

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

The world has a lot of experience with unhealthy relationships. The unbelievers around us have seen friendships 

that consisted of gossip and exclusion, friends that only helped one another when they expected something in 

return, and friendships that were filled with arguing and dissension. Part of our witness to the watching world is 

showing them something different. When our friendships are defined by sacrificial love, they point to God’s 

sacrificial love for the world.  

 

The Father sent the Son into the world to show real love, and He sends us with a similar mission. When we 

cultivate relationships defined by honesty, grace, and service, we just might catch the attention of people hungry 

for that kind of connection. Finding it is rare, and we have an opportunity to not only model those relationships 

for others, but to extend that friendship to them. When we are frustrated by our failed attempts at evangelizing, 

maybe we need to take a step back and ask how we can be a good friend to others. Our love for each other—and 

our inclusion of outsiders—may open opportunities to point people to the One who has sent us.  

 

 

Prayer: 

 

God, bring people into my life that I can share Your love with! Strengthen my friendships, so they can point 

people to Your love for the world. Amen. 
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Wednesday October 5 Compassionate Service  Galatians 6:1-10 

 

6 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person 

gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you 

will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive 

themselves. 4 Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without 

comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for each one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the one who 

receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor. 
7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their 

flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal 

life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 

up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,  

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

Our relationship with God is not private. Sometimes we can tend to picture “me and Jesus against the world,” as 

if the only thing that really matters is our personal relationship with Christ. That relationship is incredibly 

important, but as Paul points out in Galatians 6:2, that personal relationship comes with some requirements: 

fulfilling the law of Christ. Jesus spent His years of earthly ministry teaching people about Himself and His 

Father, but He also spent a lot of time teaching people how to treat one another and how to live their lives. He 

came with ethical imperatives, including the one in this verse: carry one another’s burdens! 

 

Our relationship with God should flow into the way we treat others, especially others in the family of God. We 

all have burdens to bear, whether it be suffering, loss, disappointment, frustration, or fear. Perhaps our greatest 

gift to one another may be our willingness to help carry the load. When we are tempted to despair, it is the 

comfort of our friends that can help us have faith. When we follow this command to carry each other’s burdens, 

we show that we believe what Jesus said and what He did: bearing the burden of sin on our behalf. 

 

 

Prayer:  

 

Lord, thank You for bearing my greatest burden for me! Show me how to serve and comfort the suffering 

people in my life. Amen. 
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Thursday October 6  Compassionate Service   Hebrews 10:19-25 

 
19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of 

Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His body, 21 and since we have a 

great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance 

that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies 

washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is 

faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 

meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see 

the Day approaching. 

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

Bearing each other’s burdens is difficult work. Sometimes we do this literally: when a friend is moving, you 

might offer to help carry heavy furniture and boxes up and downstairs, into a moving truck and unload 

everything at their destination. Sometimes these burdens are emotional or spiritual, like grief, fear, mental 

illness, or questions of faith. The work of bearing burdens can be tiring, and many of us face the temptation to 

give up. When we feel that we’ve already done so much for our friends by bearing physical, tangible burdens, 

we feel tempted to give up on their emotional or spiritual burdens. 

 

But a good friend does not abandon their relationships. Just as the church is instructed to keep meeting even 

when it is difficult, and just as Ruth was faithful to Naomi even when she was not under any obligation to stay 

with her, we are called to support our friends. We can encourage one another to love God more truly and serve 

Him more faithfully by our persistent friendship. When it would be easier to give up on someone is exactly the 

crucial moment to show that our love comes from God, not ourselves. He is the source of our faithfulness to one 

another.  

 

 

Prayer: 

 

God, help me love my friends well. Show me who needs my support right now and show me how I can provide 

it with Your strength. Amen. 
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Friday October 7 Compassionate Service   Luke 6:27-36 

 
27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who 

curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If 

someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone 

takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if 

you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to 

those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be 

repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything 

back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because He is kind to the 

ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

Some of us are keeping score of our friendships in our heads: points for kindness and generosity, negative 

points for a harsh word or an unfulfilled promise. We will show up for a friend in need if they’ve done the same 

for us, but not if we think they don’t deserve our help. We can feel like a friend “owes us” because of what 

we’ve done for them. None of these ways of thinking is the way Jesus calls us to treat others.  

 

The world of the first century is not that different from our world today in this regard: we expect reciprocity. If 

someone is kind to you, you show kindness in return. If someone hurts you, you hurt them back. Jesus’ 

command is just as radical today as it was then: give love freely, not expecting anything in return. Instead of 

choosing friends based on what they can give us—by their wealth, power, or influence—we are free to love 

others without strings attached. God was gracious with us when we deserved His wrath, and we can show the 

world this redemptive truth by treating others well without any expectation that they will return the favor.  

 

Prayer: 

 

God, thank You for treating me better than I deserve! Give me the grace to love others the same way. Amen. 
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Saturday October 8  Compassionate Service  Ephesians 4:15-16 

 

So Christ Himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip His 

people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and 

in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every 

wind of teaching and by the cunning and craftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking 

the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of Him who is the head, that is, 

Christ. 16 From Him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds 

itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

Some of us are more interested in being nice than being kind. We want everyone to like us, so we put on a fake 

smile and pretend that everything is fine even when it is not. We avoid controversy or hard conversations 

because we’re afraid of upsetting anyone, and we smooth over disagreements without getting to the root of the 

problem. We love being liked more than we love the people in our lives.  

 

 

This is not real love. Paul encouraged the Ephesian Christians to practice truth in love, knowing that real 

relationships are built on honesty and love. Without truth, our love is superficial and flimsy, easily broken by 

difficulties. Without love, our truth is so harsh that it prevents reconciliation. Instead, we are called to practice 

both together: speaking the truth boldly because we love the ones who need to hear it. As we each do our part to 

build stronger relationships, the whole body of Christ better exhibits the love and the truth at the heart of our 

faith.  

 

 

Prayer: 

 

God, help me love others more than I love being liked. Give me opportunities and the strength to practice truth 

in love in my relationships this week. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME 
 

                                                         
                                                                 YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME Daily Devotions Page 32 
 

 

Sunday October 9 Compassionate Service    Proverbs 11 

 

11 The LORD detests dishonest scales, but accurate weights find favor with Him. 
2 When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom. 
3 The integrity of the upright guides them, but the unfaithful are destroyed by their duplicity. 
4 Wealth is worthless in the day of wrath, but righteousness delivers from death. 
5 The righteousness of the blameless makes their paths straight, but the wicked are brought down by their own 

wickedness. 
6 The righteousness of the upright delivers them, but the unfaithful are trapped by evil desires. 
7 Hopes placed in mortals die with them; all the promise of their power comes to nothing. 
8 The righteous person is rescued from trouble, and it falls on the wicked instead. 
9 With their mouths the godless destroy their neighbors, but through knowledge the righteous escape. 
10 When the righteous prosper, the city rejoices; when the wicked perish, there are shouts of joy. 
11 Through the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but by the mouth of the wicked it is destroyed. 
12 Whoever derides their neighbor has no sense, but the one who has understanding holds their tongue. 
13 A gossip betrays a confidence, but a trustworthy person keeps a secret. 
14 For lack of guidance a nation falls, but victory is won through many advisers. 
15 Whoever puts up security for a stranger will surely suffer, but whoever refuses to shake hands in pledge is safe. 
16 A kindhearted woman gains honor, but ruthless men gain only wealth. 
17 Those who are kind benefit themselves, but the cruel bring ruin on themselves. 
18 A wicked person earns deceptive wages, but the one who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward. 
24 One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty. 
25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 

 

 

Friendship – Love God Greatly. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion 

 

This is one of our enemy’s most common strategies: taking good gifts of God and twisting them into tools of 

destruction. Gossip is one such perversion because it takes the good gift of bonding over sharing stories and 

turns it into a powerful force for destroying relationships. Many of us have experienced the bonds that can be 

built when a group of friends or coworkers has fresh gossip. We all want to be in on the secret and share juicy 

information with a friend. Gossip can cause more damage than we realize.  

 

Relationships are built on trust, and we destroy that trust when we gossip. We also harm the relationships of the 

ones we gossip with because we display that we cannot be trusted to honor our friends. Friendships built on 

gossip are mirages: they look real, but they disappear the second we try to rely upon them. True friendships 

require knowing that we can depend on each other to hold our private fears and hopes in confidence because we 

love the other person enough to prioritize their trust over the momentary excitement of gossiping.  

 

 

Prayer: 

 

God, convict my heart the next time I am tempted to gossip. Show me how to build real and lasting 

relationships of trust. Amen.   
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Monday October 10  Encourage  Genesis 1:26-31 

 

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the 

sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 

along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in His own image, in the image of God He created them; male 

and female He created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill 

the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that 

moves on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth 

and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and 

all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life 

in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. 

And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 

 

 

Doing Life Together – Markey Motsinger. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Our Temptation 

 

In life we tend to gravitate towards being independent and autonomous. For some people, this is on 

purpose, and for others it is subconscious. Independence is enticing because it brings the feeling of strength and 

control. Autonomy provides the ability to hide faults and the protection from getting hurt. 

 

The ironic thing about this is that we also fear being alone. We feel for the people eating alone, dying 

alone, or just going to the movies alone. We often choose independence and autonomy because it’s safe, but, all 

the while, we are longing for true, healthy community.  

 

This longing is portrayed in the most popular T.V. shows, such as Gilligan’s Island, Friends, Seinfeld, 

and The Office. These shows live out what we crave deep in our souls: friends to laugh with, fight with, and be 

real with. 

 

This longing is so strong because God created us to be like Him and reflect Him. He is a God of 

community and lives it out in every aspect of His being. He shows this by the way He has always ruled with 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit by His side. God has never been alone. Never. Jesus, who did life with His 12 

disciples, also shows it. To be like Him is to live within a community of God-centered friends. There is no way 

around it; He created us to do life with others.  

 

A lot of us have the temptation to isolate ourselves because it’s easier, but God didn’t create us to be 

independent or autonomous. You long for community because God created you to live in it. 

 

 Pray that God will help you see past the ease of autonomy and independence and open your heart up to the 

possibility of living in a God-centered community. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26-31&version=NIV
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Tuesday October 11  Encourage  Ecclesiastes 4:1-12 

 

1 I saw the tears of the oppressed— and they have no comforter; power was on the side of their oppressors— 

   and they have no comforter. 

2 And I declared that the dead, who had already died, are happier than the living, who are still alive. 

3 But better than both is the one who has never been born, who has not seen the evil that is done under the sun. 

4 And I saw that all toil and all achievement spring from one person’s envy of another. This too is meaningless,  

   a chasing after the wind. 

5 Fools fold their hands and ruin themselves. 

6 Better one handful with tranquility than two handfuls with toil and chasing after the wind. 

7 Again I saw something meaningless under the sun: 

8 There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, yet his eyes were not  

   content with his wealth. “For whom am I toiling,” he asked, “and why am I depriving myself of enjoyment?”  

   This too is meaningless—a miserable business! 

9 Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 

10 If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. 

11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 

12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 

 

 

Doing Life Together – Markey Motsinger. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Community Is A Necessity 

 

We all know there is a big difference between what we want and what we need. We WANT friends that agree 

with us, watch sports, and make us feel good. What we NEED are friends that celebrate our victories, mourn 

our losses, and get into our business. Friends like this are a necessity. We need them because they support and 

motivate us to run the race that God has set before us. 

 

God created friendship as a support system that helps us make and keep Christ as our first priority, protect and 

encourage us when Satan or others tell us we are worthless, and help us up when we fall. These types of 

relationships are meant to help us survive a world that is full of tragedy and pain. These friends are there to fight 

for us…in person, on the phone, and through prayer, and when God doesn’t make sense. Even in good times, 

we need friends to celebrate with, make life decisions with, and simply have fun with. 

It’s easy to excuse the need for these deep friendships. I know, I have done it for years. I had Jesus. I had my 

husband. I went to church. I read my Bible. I had people to “hang out with.” Eventually, though, what I found 

that I didn’t have was someone to support me through infertility treatments, my dad being sick, and being on 

bed rest with twins. I needed a deep, God-centered community around me! I needed them to fight for me when I 

was too tired to even pray. I needed them to listen and encourage me when I doubted. I needed them to hug me 

when I was depressed. And I needed them by my side to celebrate when my children were born and when I 

speak at events to encourage me. 

 

We all need this type of community! Don’t let another season of life go by before you start to take serious the 

need to surround yourself with people that help you live life to the fullest. 
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Wednesday October 12  Encourage    Proverbs 22:1-29 

 

A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold. 

2 Rich and poor have this in common: The Lord is the Maker of them all. 

3 The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and pay the penalty. 

4 Humility is the fear of the Lord; its wages are riches and honor and life. 

5 In the paths of the wicked are snares and pitfalls, but those who would preserve their life stay far from them. 

6 Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it. 

8 Whoever sows injustice reaps calamity, and the rod they wield in fury will be broken. 

9 The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor. 

10 Drive out the mocker, and out goes strife; quarrels and insults are ended. 

11 One who loves a pure heart and who speaks with grace will have the king for a friend. 

12 The eyes of the Lord keep watch over knowledge, but he frustrates the words of the unfaithful. 

13 The sluggard says, “There’s a lion outside! I’ll be killed in the public square!” 

14 The mouth of an adulterous woman is a deep pit; a man who is under the Lord’s wrath falls into it. 

16 One who oppresses the poor to increase his wealth and one who gives gifts to the rich—both come to  

     poverty. 

17 Pay attention and turn your ear to the sayings of the wise; your heart to what I teach, 

18 for it is pleasing when you keep them in your heart and have all of them ready on your lips.  

24 Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, do not associate with one easily angered,  

25 or you may learn their ways and get yourself ensnared. 

 

Doing Life Together – Markey Motsinger. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Choosing friends can feel a little like speed dating. We mingle and make judgments about people’s 

comments and actions so that we can decide which people are worth pursuing. Then comes the awkward stage . 

. . getting to know each other. It’s so awkward that a lot of people stop at this stage and stay mere 

acquaintances. Ugh! God never said becoming friends would be easy, He just told us that it was necessary. If 

we push through this awkward stage, we will find amazing friendships on the other side. 

 

Our intimate friends, the ones we spend the majority of our time with and share most deeply with, will 

see and influence some of the most intimate places of our lives. Their values, beliefs, words and actions 

influence us. When we take for granted people’s ability to change how we think and act, it leaves our standards 

or relationship with God vulnerable. This vulnerability is why it is so important to choose our friends wisely. 

We must take the time and effort to observe people’s values and character.  

 

It’s not about finding a friend that is a robot of perfection, but it is about surrounding yourself with 

people who humbly strive to have a heart after God. Are they striving after God? Are they willing to work 

through hard situations with you? Do they gossip with you or help you heal? Will they give Godly advice, just 

what you want to hear, or simply their opinion? 

 

True friends are continually pointing out truth, encouraging us, and striving for more of God.  

 

As we start to strive for Biblical community, take the time to select friends that influence you to be more like 

God.  
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Thursday October 13 Encourage    Hebrews 10:19-39 

 

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 

20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, His body, 21 and since we have a great 

priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that 

faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed 

with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. 24 And let 

us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, 

as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day 

approaching. 26 If we deliberately keep on sinning after we have received the knowledge of the truth, no 

sacrifice for sins is left, 27 but only a fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the 

enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected the law of Moses died without mercy on the testimony of two or three 

witnesses. 29 How much more severely do you think someone deserves to be punished who has trampled the 

Son of God underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanctified them, and 

who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know Him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and 

again, “The Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

32 Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a great conflict full of 

suffering. 33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at other times you stood side by 

side with those who were so treated. 34 You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the 

confiscation of your property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 35 So 

do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36 You need to persevere so that when you have 

done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 37 For, “In just a little while, he who is coming 

will come and will not delay.”  38 And, “But my righteous one will live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the 

one who shrinks back.” 39 But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who 

have faith and are saved. 

 

Doing Life Together – Markey Motsinger. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

How do we sustain these types of friendships? If we are to get right to the point, the key to sustaining 

any relationship is by making it a priority. This takes sacrifice. So many times in life, we have good intentions 

to call a friend, take them dinner or to write an encouraging letter, but we never actually get around to it. Good 

intentions don’t grow or sustain relationships; at times it can actually kill them. 

 

To form and sustain lasting relationships, we must be ready to sacrifice and serve. This ultimately means 

that we have to be willing to put others first. We give up the things that don’t matter so we can invest into and 

spend time with people that do. We put aside the desire to be noticed so that our friends succeed. We don’t 

focus on what others can give us or how they can help us, instead we think of ways to serve them. This is one of 

the hardest things to do in a friendship. It’s easy to have friends that serve and encourage us, but we must also 

be that type of friend. We will only build strong, sustainable relationships when we start being others focused 

more than self-focused. So make the phone call, send the card, or buy them dinner. 

 

If we want to keep and grow our friendships, we have to learn how to serve and sacrifice for others. No, it’s 

not always easy, but it’s worth it! Let’s do away with good intentions so that we can live in the type of 

community that God has called us to. 
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Friday October 14  Encourage    James 5:7-20 

 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield 

its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, 

because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be 

judged. The Judge is standing at the door!10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of 

suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who 

have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The 

Lord is full of compassion and mercy.12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by 

earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be condemned. 

20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over 

a multitude of sins. 

 

Doing Life Together – Markey Motsinger. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

We have great friends. They encourage, support and correct. Wait, did that just say correct? Yes! 

Friends, in the right way and with love, should be able to correct our thinking and behavior when it doesn’t line 

up with God’s word. They should be allowed to stop us when we gossip or tell us when we have been a jerk.  

The goal of true Biblical friendship is about helping each other become fully devoted followers of Christ. 

Sometimes, that’s through laughter, sometimes that is through speaking the truth in love.  

 

Now, I’m not talking about the annoying or petty things. These things we just need to get over. Nobody 

is perfect. I am talking about sin or unhealthy thoughts, feelings or actions that don’t align with God’s truth. 

When we notice these things, we have the choice to pray and give God time to open their eyes, or choose to talk 

to them about the issue.  

 

Here are 3 questions to think through before talking to a friend.  

1. Does this issue need addressed because their thoughts, actions, or feelings are not aligning with God’s 

truth?  

2. Is this issue putting them in a dangerous place either emotionally, mentally, physically or spiritually? 

If the answer is yes, God may be leading you to talk to them about it.  

3. Is there someone already addressing the issue and walking them through it? If there is, take some time 

to evaluate your motives. You may find that you just want to add your opinion or that they are 

changing slower than you would like. 

 

If you do talk to a friend, most of the time, it’s a matter of helping them realize, on their own and 

through good questions, how their actions, thoughts or feelings are not lining up with God’s word. As you pray 

about approaching them, remember: arguing won’t convince them and your thoughts and observations won’t 

change them…but God’s process and truth will. Always point them towards truth in a loving way! 

Now, if you are the one someone is talking to, no matter what is being said or how you feel, take it to God. 

Allow Him to show you what He wants you to see. Maybe it’s nothing, but maybe it’s something. Don’t allow 

pride and defensiveness to destroy a friendship or stop you from growing deeper in love with God. 

 

Confrontation isn’t easy, but there has to be room for it in our relationships. This process allows us to live 

out what it means to have true, Biblical friendship.  
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Saturday October 15  Encourage    Colossians 3:1-17 

 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 

desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in 

these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 

rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off 

your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 

image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 

one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ 

dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or 

deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

 

Doing Life Together – Markey Motsinger. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Early in life, we realize that we will be hurt and will hurt others. No one likes being hurt, but it seems 

worse when it’s a friend. We know that our friends are imperfect, just like us, yet it still shocks us when it 

happens. Immediately, we protect ourselves with responses such as anger, defensiveness, gossip and isolation. I 

hate to say it, but these reactions stem from pride. God challenges us to not live in these responses. He asks us 

to work through these feelings so that we can start down the road of forgiveness.  

 

Once we start down this road, we need to consider talking to the person who offended us. If we just hide 

or ignore the hurt, it sets up the relationship for failure and mistrust. Conversations are good, because we may 

realize that the person didn’t even realize that they hurt us, or maybe we misinterpreted what was said or done. 

Stop assuming things. Do the hard work and grow the friendship by having the tough conversation.  

These conversations must be laced with love. Sometimes we want an apology, to prove them wrong, or feel 

better about ourselves. While these reasons can be justified, they are not the reasons to have a conversation. 

Watch out for any hidden agendas. The purpose should always be to grow the relationship by improving 

intimacy, trust and clarity.  

 

As we enter into these types of conversations, we must realize that we may not end up with an apology, 

and it may even end with needing to put distance between you. Even without an apology, God asks us to 

forgive. He asks us to offer forgiveness without expecting anything in return. Forgiveness doesn’t excuse what 

they did, but what it does do is keep our hearts from becoming bitter and isolated. We are called to forgive and 

then leave it to God to show the offender how they need to grow and change.  

 

The mark of friendship…true, Biblical friendship is not the absence of conflict, but the presence of a 

reconciling spirit. We must accept the fact that we will get hurt or disappointed. This is not a reason to give 

up. Do the hard work and start down the path of forgiveness.  
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Sunday October 16  Encourage    Romans 12:9-21 

 

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor 

one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 

12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. 

Practice hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who 

rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to 

associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to 

do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine 

to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Doing Life Together – Markey Motsinger. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Having good friends starts from within our own hearts. We all want friends that are authentic, respectful, 

humble, and supportive. One way to find friends like that is to develop and live out these attributes in our own 

lives.  

 

Being authentic will breed authenticity in others. Letting people see who we really are, including the 

mistakes and weaknesses, breaks down walls and allows others to be themselves. Giving respect will breed 

respect in others. Respecting boundaries, differences, and each other’s time will make it easier to do life with 

people that aren’t completely like us.  

 

Offering understanding will breed understanding in others. Maybe someone is going through a painful 

situation that you don’t understand. Maybe it’s easy to think they brought it on themselves. When we offer 

understanding and support instead of judgment, it allows them to be open with us and to feel God’s love. It also 

drives them to support us when they don’t understand our situation. 

 

Having humility will breed humility in others. There will be times where an apology is necessary or 

when we are to admit the other person’s idea is better than ours. In these moments, humility must take over your 

heart. This attribute takes the most strength and patience, but will allow a friendship to grow beyond the surface 

level. 

 

 

Friendship boils down to this: people supporting each other in this journey we call life. Allowing Christ to 

develop and strengthen these attributes in our lives will allow us to have and sustain deep and strong 

friendships. God knew that life would not be easy, and that we would need each other to truly succeed. I pray 

that we never take each other for granted and always treat others the way that we want to be treated. Life is 

better with people who push us to be the more like Christ! Let’s do this! 
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Monday October 17  Resolve Conflict  Colossians 3:1-17 

 

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory.5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil 

desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in 

these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 

rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off 

your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 

image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 

slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all.12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive 

one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 

these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity.15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ 

dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or 

deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him. 

 

Healing Your Marriage. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

When Conflict Got a New Definition 

 

I sat on one end of the couch and he sat on the other, in the kind of silence that can be cut with a knife. 

My arms were crossed and he stared forward at the blank television screen. Inwardly I was bursting to get my 

feelings out on the table but outwardly I was stone cold like the guards outside Buckingham Palace. Soon he 

grabbed the remote to turn on a movie and eventually we moved past the silent fight we were warring over. 

I learned pretty early on in dating that conflict was inevitable. At first, I didn’t deal with it well because I had 

never been taught that it could be done in a healthy way. My version of handling a conflict came from either 

walking on eggshells around my dad, shutting down with my mom, or exploding in arguments with my brothers. 

 

Much of it had to do with the anger I was in bondage to for the first 18 years of my life. I suppose after 

being miraculously delivered from it at the altar one night at youth retreat I was too afraid to show even an 

ounce of it in fear it would return, so my only go-to was avoiding any conflict altogether. It was after I started 

dating someone I listened to a podcast on conflict in relationships. It was as if my eyes were finally open to a 

healthy way of dealing with conflict. And not just in romantic relationships, but any relationship really: 

friendships, family, co-workers. 

 

Learning how to deal with conflict properly will significantly change the health and length of any 

relationship. Speaking from personal experience I promise you this is something you will want to embrace and 

an area you will want to grow in! 

 

Over the next seven days, we’ll explore six important steps in navigating conflict and my prayer is that they 

will help guide you in conflict with anyone, whether romantic, friendly, or professionally. 
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Tuesday October 18  Resolve Conflict    Matthew 7:1-6 

 

1 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and 

with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.3 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your 

brother’s eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 4 How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me 

take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the time there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take 

the plank out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 6 “Do 

not give dogs what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their 

feet, and turn and tear you to pieces. 

 

Healing Your Marriage. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Prepare Your Heart 

 

When going into any conflict, it’s important to make sure your heart is in the right place. Many times 

you’re so fired up about the injustice you’ve experienced that your judgment can be cloudy. As a result, you 

might go into the conflict with the end goal to win and feel validated that you are indeed right. If your heart is 

full of anger or bitterness, chances are you’ll have a hard time opening up to what the other person has to say. If 

you are unable to open up to the other person’s feelings, conflict resolution will be hard to achieve. Before 

going into any conflict, pursue a good mindset and heart condition.  

 

It’s also important to follow Matthew 7 in regards to removing the plank from your own eye before 

pointing out another's. If your desire is to address a friend or family member’s concerning issue, be sure you’ve 

opened up yourself to God’s work in your heart first. The Bible addresses this very clearly and it’s specifically 

for your best interest. You are guided to healthy conflict resolution by first examining your heart, your motives, 

and your own sin.  

 

Preparing your heart means being eager to seek resolution, which means being willing to forgive. No 

doubt it’s hard to let go of the pain someone may have caused you; we’ve all felt the desire to hold onto our 

hurts as if to declare we are in the right. But to hold onto our hurt is to deny ourselves and the other person the 

forgiveness that allows someone to move on. Holding onto it won’t help you; it will only hurt you. 

 

 

Seek God in prayer. Let the baggage fall in worship and let Him work in your heart first. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+7%3A1-6&version=NIV


YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME 
 

                                                         
                                                                 YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME Daily Devotions Page 42 
 

 

Wednesday October 19 Resolve Conflict   2 Timothy 1:1-18 

 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 

2 To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. I thank 

God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in 

my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I am reminded of your 

sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now 

lives in you also.6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-

discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me 

in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved us and called us to a holy life—not because of 

anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus 

before the beginning of time, 10 but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, 

who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel 

I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no 

cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that He is able to guard what I have 

entrusted to Him until that day.13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith 

and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the 

Holy Spirit who lives in us.15 You know that everyone in the province of Asia has deserted me, including 

Phygelus and Hermogenes.16 May the Lord show mercy to the household of Onesiphorus, because he often 

refreshed me and was not ashamed of my chains. 17 On the contrary, when he was in Rome, he searched hard 

for me until he found me. 18 May the Lord grant that he will find mercy from the Lord on that day! You know 

very well in how many ways he helped me in Ephesus. 

 

Healing Your Marriage. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Don’t Be Afraid 

 

I would say one of the main reasons I avoid conflict is because I’m afraid of how the other person might 

respond. I get nervous they might be offended, or be hurt, or leave me. I’ve been so afraid of anything that 

resembled an argument or disagreement that I’ve shut down and avoided the conflict altogether. 

 

Maybe you relate and as a result, shy away from saying anything. Perhaps you end up living with the 

hurt or bottling it up, only to explode at another time. You can’t allow the fear of how another will react rob you 

of conflict resolution, and ultimately, peace.  

 

Fear in this situation should be an indicator to yourself that conflict is not being handled properly. If this 

is you, today is the day you are being called to step out of that fear! It is no coincidence you are reading this 

today and God has something He wants to do in your life in this specific area. Will you let Him? 

 

God did not give you a spirit of fear, but one of love, and this is a perfect reminder of how we should respond 

to any conflict.  

 

Go into it with love for the other person and God will honor you for that obedience. 
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Thursday October 20 Resolve Conflict   James 1:19-27 

 

19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to 

become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires. 21 Therefore, get 

rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save 

you.22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to 

the word but does not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at 

himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect 

law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard, but doing it—they will be 

blessed in what they do.26 Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not keep a tight rein on their 

tongues deceive themselves, and their religion is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure 

and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted 

by the world. 

 

Healing Your Marriage. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Follow the SET Formula 

 

My husband taught me the SET formula developed by Jerold Kreisman, M.D. and I’ve found it genius 

ever since! It’s a great road-map to follow in a time of conflict, especially when the other person is opening up 

about their feelings. It stands for: Support, Empathy, and Truth.  

 

When going into a conflict, it’s helpful to follow this easy model. Start with support by letting the 

person know you care about them and desire to be there for them. Start with something like, “I care about you 

and our friendship deeply.” This will let the other person know that you genuinely want to hear their side of the 

story and relate to how they’re feeling. This will go a long way in conflict resolution! 

 

Once they know you support them it’s time to empathize. This means expressing to them you 

understand their feelings and what they might be going through, “It must be hard to.” You might not be able to 

know exactly what they are going through but perhaps you can relate to the emotion. If they are feeling 

betrayed, perhaps there is a time in your life you felt that same way. If they feel misunderstood, maybe you can 

recall a time when you did as well. Find that shared emotion and tap into it; let that person know you both can 

relate and speak to where they’re at. 

 

Only when you have let the other person know you support and empathize with them can you then share 

truth. Sharing truth means sharing a reality with them if you have a certain concern. They might not take your 

advice or follow through, but chances are they will receive what you have to say to them much better if they 

first feel like you care about them above all. 

 

Following the SET formula helps to take the focus off of yourself and instead put yourself in the other 

person’s shoes. It opens their heart to conflict resolution and leads to a better understanding between the two 

of you. 

 

Try it with a conflict that you currently face. 
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Friday October 21  Resolve Conflict     James 5:7-20 

 

7 Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the land to yield 

its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, be patient and stand firm, 

because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be 

judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 10 Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of 

suffering, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who 

have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The 

Lord is full of compassion and mercy.12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not swear—not by heaven or by 

earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or “No.” Otherwise you will be 

condemned.13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 

14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil 

in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise 

them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for 

each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.17 Elijah was 

a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for 

three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops.19 My 

brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring that person back, 

20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save them from death and cover over 

a multitude of sins. 

 

Healing Your Marriage. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Focus on the Real Issue 

 

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been in a surface- level conflict. I suppose part of it has to do with 

my very logical and sometimes black-and-white personality. I see the action that upset me instead of the core 

issue that is propelling the action. 

 

For instance, suppose someone didn’t return your text or call and it really bothered you. But maybe the 

week prior you cut down the other person or blew them off. Though the lack of response upsets you, there is an 

even deeper issue of a past hurt on the other person’s side. What they did isn’t necessarily right, but it helps to 

understand the bigger picture and core issue in order to properly address conflict. 

 

If you are in conflict with someone, or even in a heated fight out of “nowhere,” look for the foundation 

of the argument. Get to the root cause. By addressing what’s at the core of the disagreement, you can come to a 

proper resolution. However, if you fail to go deep and into the nitty gritty, and only address the surface action 

that upset one of you, you end up bypassing true resolution. You only put a temporary band-aid on the conflict 

instead of truly taking care of the hurt. 

 

We look to James 5 for this guidance because dealing with the core issue of the conflict may be sin. Confess 

it, even if it’s hard, and go to prayer. Transparency and vulnerability in conflict will open up doors to 

resolution in powerful ways and bring about the work God wants to do in your relationship. 
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Saturday October 22  Resolve Conflict   1 Peter 4:1-11 

 

 Therefore, since Christ suffered in His body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because whoever 

suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of their earthly lives for evil human 

desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose 

to do—living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised 

that you do not join them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give 

account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached 

even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to human standards in regard to the 

body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.7 The end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of 

sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of 

sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gift you have 

received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they 

should do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the strength 

God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory and the 

power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Healing Your Marriage. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Don’t Overreact 

 

A surefire way to cut the conversation short and miss resolution is by overreacting and exploding out of 

anger. The other person will most likely shrink into a shell or explode in return, and neither will lead to a 

solution. Giving into the anger you might be experiencing will most likely lead to further tension which is why 

Proverbs 15 gives instruction to remain gentle in our approach.  

 

Instead, remain cool, calm, and collected. In fact, be of a loving nature. 1 Peter 4:8 says that love covers 

a multitude of sins and this will prove true when addressing something difficult with another person. 

 

When you feel that anger boiling up within you, take a deep breath and remember to act out of the love 

and gentleness our Spirit enables us to provide. It won’t always be easy, but practice this technique and watch 

as God transforms the blueprint of your conversations. 

 

Chances are you care about the person you’re working through this conflict with and carry that with you. 

Remember the care you have for them and respond from that place. 
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Sunday October 23  Resolve Conflict   Matthew 5:1-12 

 

Now when Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to Him, 

2 and He began to teach them. He said: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the 

earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the 

merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the 

peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 

righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 

and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 

reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

 

Healing Your Marriage. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Propose a Solution 

 

After feelings have been expressed and each person has communicated they understand the other, it’s 

best to find a solution. This may mean setting boundaries so that feelings are no longer hurt in the future. It 

might mean being more strategic in spending time together.  

 

What if each person has a different idea of what a solution looks like? Something a very wise counselor 

once told my husband and me in pre-marital counseling is that if each person has a different interpretation of a 

resolution, always have a plan c, or d, or f, and so on. 

 

There is ALWAYS a common ground solution, and if that means making a list over the kitchen table 

late at night, then do it. Find a solution you can both agree on! 

 

Matthew 5 blesses the peacemakers; these are the people who diffuse the conflict. When you find a 

solution you diffuse the conflict because you’re creating a way to avoid the same conflict in the future. 

 

Don’t go into the conflict with the intention of “winning.” If you “win” and the other “loses,” you still 

lose because the person you care about lost. Nobody wins when one person comes out on top. Find a way you 

can both move forward in peace; this is the only way to truly reconcile conflict. 

 

I pray God has used this plan over the last seven days to transform your perception of conflict. I know it has 

been these very steps that have transformed my own approach to conflict! I’m not perfect and still have to 

figure out how to live some of these steps out, and chances are it will take some trial and error for you to get 

it too, but hold firm to what you now know and allow God to transform how you handle conflict resolution! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+5%3A1-12&version=NIV
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Monday October 24  Forgive John 14:15-29 

 
15 “If you love Me, keep My commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Advocate to 

help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees 

Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as 

orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see Me anymore, but you will see Me. Because I 

live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in My Father, and you are in Me, and I am in 

you. 21 Whoever has My commands and keeps them is the one who loves Me. The one who loves Me will be 

loved by My Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show Yourself to us and not to the 

world?” 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves Me will obey My teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to 

them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love Me will not obey My teaching. These words 

you hear are not My own; they belong to the Father who sent Me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 

My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with 

you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not 

be afraid. 
28 “You heard Me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you would be glad that 

I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when 

it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has 

no hold over Me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what My 

Father has commanded Me. 

“Come now; let us leave. 

 

Free To Forgive – Bruce Wilkerson. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

God loves you. He wants the best for you. He wants you to have peace, a peace the world cannot offer. 

 

Our hearts were meant to be open to Him and to others. They were meant for love, joy, and peace. They were 

meant for freedom, and to bring freedom to our entire being. So why, for so many of us, do our hearts feel like a 

locked prison instead of an open door? 

 

Well, our many hurts and wounds batter and warp that door. Eventually, our pain can alter even the shape of the 

lock until it seems impossible to find the right key. And so our hearts remain closed to the good things of God, 

closed to freedom. Imprisoned. 

 

And we can forget that freedom is even possible. We forget what our hearts were made for. 

But it doesn’t have to be that way. 

 

We can all experience God’s gifts and life of peace and promise. All that is required is for each of us to open the 

door of our heart. When we do, His Word promises that joy, peace, and freedom will flood our entire being. It’s 

simple. But not easy. 

 

It’s not easy because we often don’t know where to find the key that can fit the lock on our hearts. 
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But Jesus revealed a key that can revolutionize your life, a powerful key that can unlock the doors of every kind 

of heart, break the chains of every kind of hurt. Using it will enable you to fling your heart wide open, 

experiencing the joy, peace, and freedom God made you for—and that He has been longing for you to enjoy to 

the full. 

 

The key? 

 

Forgiveness. 

 

If an infection is not removed from a physical wound, it will not heal. And infections always spread without 

intervention. If we don’t remove the dirt and infection from the wounds in our heart by extending forgiveness, 

the infection spreads. When you don’t forgive, you harbor ill feelings toward the person for their hurtful 

attitudes or actions. Because of the wounds you experienced by the other person, you decide that you aren’t 

going to forgive them, or maybe you just decide to “forget it” and “move on with your life.” You fail to realize 

that your wound will eventually become infected. And even if you try to ignore it, infection remains. It spreads. 

It will affect your life, your relationships, your health and well-being, and even parts of your life that don’t seem 

connected at all to the original wound. 

 

You can see how far an infection has spread in your heart by considering the Slide of Unforgiveness. Start at the 

top. Which stage describes your heart towards a person who has hurt you? Stage 1: unforgiveness. Stage 2: 

anger. Stage 3: bitterness. Stage 4: slander. Stage 5: resentment. Stage 6: hatred. Stage 7: vengeance. 

 

You may be wondering if unforgiveness has to work its way down that slide from stage one to stage seven. The 

answer is yes. Heart infections are just like physical infections: they inevitably spread. If the unforgiveness has 

existed in your heart for weeks and months, you have definitely slid to more serious levels. No one can stop this 

tragic slide as heart infections continue to spread until they are cleansed. How will you prevent it from 

spreading more in your own life? If it is not stopped, it will destroy you, keeping you from the freedom and joy 

you are meant to live.  

 

Fortunately, there is a solution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME 
 

                                                         
                                                                 YOU’VE GOT A FRIEND IN ME Daily Devotions Page 49 
 

 

Tuesday October 25  Forgive Matthew 18:21-35 
 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins 

against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began 

the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to 

pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 

coins.[i] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When 

the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that 

had happened. 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours 

because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In 

anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35 “This is how My heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

Free To Forgive – Bruce Wilkerson. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 
 

Peter asked the question that sparked Jesus’ revelation about unforgiveness: “Lord, how often shall my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus’ answer stunned them all: “I do not say to 

you, up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven” (v. 22). 

God wants and expects you and me to forgive everyone for everything every time. Jesus is emphasizing 

radical forgiveness. Unforgiveness is always accompanied by suffering of some kind. Jesus gave His disciple 

Peter a seemingly impossible number—“seventy times seven.” Jesus then told a story that revealed why Peter 

should choose to forgive without limit. 

It is time a the king to be paid the money that his servants owe him. Person by person the king calls his 

staff to settle accounts. But one servant is in deep trouble. He owes the king a massive fortune—ten thousand 

talents was more than a lifetime’s income. The servant knows that he can never repay that debt. 

Knowing this, the king orders that the servant, his wife, his children, and all that he owns be sold to help 

offset the debt. The servant begs the king for mercy. Out of his deep compassion, the king forgives him the debt 

he could never repay. Jesus used this story to drive home the main reason why we should forgive those who 

have hurt us. And that reason is not what we might think.  

The forgiven servant exits the king’s presence and finds a fellow servant who owes him money. The 

sum in question is pocket change compared to the debt just erased by his master. But instead of emulating his 

master’s kind, gracious, forgiving character, the servant abuses and assaults his fellow servant, grabbing him by 

the throat. He demands every penny. The man pleads for mercy—just as the servant had done a few moments 

before—but the ungrateful servant, forgiven the debt of a lifetime, throws another man into debtor’s prison until 

he pays up his pennies. 

Unsurprisingly, the king is furious. He summons the servant and condemns him for not showing his 

fellow man the compassion and forgiveness he had been shown. The king then orders the merciless man who 

had received abundant mercy to be delivered over to the torturers until the previously forgiven debt should be 

paid. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew++18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23756i
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What is the point of this story—the missing motivation to forgive? The point of the parable was to 

answer Peter’s question “How can anyone forgive someone seventy times seven?” Most people assume that 

Christ’s answer to that question is grounded in God’s gracious forgiveness toward us. This is true, and it is the 

backdrop of the whole story. We would love it if Jesus had stopped there, leaving us only with a positive 

motivation to forgive, and had moved on. But He didn’t. His teaching here is shocking. 

Jesus teaches that the Father will deliver us into suffering if we do not forgive others from our hearts. 

What is our liberating truth? Our missing motivation to forgive? The reality that God releases us to suffer if we 

don’t. This work is not cruel, not unloving, but it is real and painful. 

Why should we forgive everyone for everything? Jesus’ teaching is clear: “So My heavenly Father also 

will do to you . . .” What does that refer to—from the preceding sentence of the story? The master “delivered 

him to the torturers.” So our heavenly Father will also do to us. We are shocked to read this. 

Why? Under what circumstances would our loving God deliver a person over to the torturers? Jesus 

gave a direct answer: “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not 

forgive his brother his trespasses.” The master didn’t torture the person but did delegate the torture (creating 

suffering and distress) to others. God will deliver a person to the torturers if each of us, from our heart, does not 

forgive our brother (another human being) his trespasses (hurts, wounds, injustices done to us). 

If we do not forgive, we will surely experience some kind of negative result in our life, a situation that 

could be described as “torture” or “suffering.” And for how long? “Until he should pay all that was due to him.” 

(Based on the larger context and Christ’s point in the parable, this refers to forgiveness, not the original 

salvation resulting from the canceling of our debt for all our sins. The parable is focused not on salvation but on 

Peter’s question of forgiving others who sin against him.) The implication? That as soon as we forgive, the 

connected torment is legally canceled. 

 How could we imagine forgiving others seventy times seven times—a seemingly infinite number? 

Because we don’t want the Father to discipline us by turning us over to the torturers until we do. There are 

always real and painful consequences to our unforgiveness. If we think our unforgiveness can be pushed down, 

hidden, stored away without effect, we are terribly wrong. Its presence delivers us to suffering. And it will never 

be broken until our hearts open in genuine and complete forgiveness. When we fail to forgive others and 

ourselves, God takes away the protection of His peace in our hearts. The implications of that vary widely 

depending on our circumstances, but are always negative. 

He does that because He loves us and wants our good more than He wants our comfort. Many people 

resist the idea of God making a link between the sin of unforgiveness and our suffering. After all, how could a 

loving Father allow torment for His beloved children? 

First, this is an issue of discipline, not punishment. He is teaching us, even if it initially seems harsh, that 

our suffering arises from our unforgiveness. He is doing this to motivate and train us to be like Him—a 

forgiver! Second, He has provided a path of escape from all torment caused by our unforgiveness. Unlike 

punishment, which only ends when the punisher decides that you have suffered enough, the suffering brought 

by our unforgiveness can end immediately—as soon as we, the “unforgiver,” have learned to model our 

character after God’s forgiving nature, releasing all of the trespasses of others from our hearts. Jesus’ parable 

shows that the issue of forgiveness is not what another person did to you, but what God will do to you if you 

don’t forgive them. The choice to be disciplined or not to be disciplined is ours to make, all based upon whether 

we are willing to turn and offer others the radical love and forgiveness that our King has offered to us. 

This is God’s radical revelation—forgive others, so you won’t have to undergo painful discipline. 

Forgive others and yourself so you can live in freedom, joy, and peace. God does not desire to make us suffer, 

nor does He take pleasure in watching us suffer. Quite the opposite. It pains Him too. But from His love for us, 

He is willing to place us into the hands of torturers—not because He wants us to suffer, but because He wants 

us to forgive. 
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Wednesday October 26 Forgive Matthew  6:9-15 

 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray:“ ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
10 your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if 

you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

 

Free To Forgive – Bruce Wilkerson. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Let’s turn to one of the most familiar passages in the entire Bible to help us understand more fully. It’s the 

Lord’s Prayer: Look closely at these words: “But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your 

Father forgive your trespasses.” 

 

Jesus was not pulling any punches. If we don’t forgive those who sin against us, God won’t forgive us when we 

sin against Him. 

 

Wait, what? Was Jesus saying, “If you don’t forgive the accountant that embezzled money from your business, 

or forgive your spouse for having an affair, you’re going to forfeit your eternal forgiveness and be condemned 

to hell”? No, that’s not what He was saying. Eternal salvation from our sins comes from Christ’s death on our 

behalf. It is not related to any work that we do—including forgiving others. 

 

If you have been born again, your eternal life is not in jeopardy. But your temporal life on earth? That’s a 

different story. The consequence for unforgiveness is torment before we die, whereas the consequence for 

rejecting Christ is torment after we die. 

 

According to Jesus, when we fail to forgive, God has stopped forgiving us. When you fully grasp this truth, it 

becomes evident that both the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 6 and the parable in Matthew 18 both focus on our 

forgiveness of others. 

 

Could it be that because of our lack of forgiving others that God has a grievance against us that withholds His 

forgiving power from our lives? Jesus underscores the utter importance of our forgiveness again in Mark 11:25–

26. Not only do we have the difficult task of coping with such painful torments, but we also forfeit so 

many blessings that could be ours. There could be a whole life of His joy, love, and peace, just waiting for our 

open hearts, but finding no way in. 

 

Let me be very clear about something. Forgiveness is not a silver bullet that can magically solve all of our 

problems and suffering. The truth is that there’s no way to know exactly what suffering is connected to your 

unforgiveness . . . until you forgive. The truth is also that God calls all of us to be like Him—a forgiver. 

None of us can afford to live without answered prayer or God’s ongoing forgiveness. And unforgiveness locks 

the door, shutting out the many good things that our loving Father wishes to lavish upon us. 

 

But there is good news. This does not have to be the story of your life. God wants you to know you are free. 

And he wants you to experience that freedom 
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Thursday October 27 Forgive  Matthew 18:21-35 

 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins 

against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began 

the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to 

pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 

coins.[i] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When 

the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that 

had happened. 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours 

because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In 

anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35 “This is how My heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

Free To Forgive – Bruce Wilkerson. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

We may know we need to forgive. We may choose it too. And mean it. But we have to do it God’s way to be 

sure He has accepted our act of forgiveness and then canceled the assigned torment. What must we do? What 

steps does God require? 

 

When I first saw this, I returned to Matthew 18 with the assurance that hidden in all those verses must be the 

answer. Over and over again I read those verses, studying every word to find it. Before long, I had written on 

my notes the five specific requirements that Jesus revealed. Then I checked everywhere in the Bible that 

forgiveness was discussed and discovered Matthew 18 had all of them. Five steps in black and white. They 

always had been there, but somehow they never registered in me as they did now. 

Jesus’ words “until he should pay all that was due to him” set me free. When I met God’s five requirements, 

then I would be freed. 

 

Requirement 1: Open your heart to forgive. 

 

So My Heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his 

trespasses. (Matt. 18:35) Jesus tells us to start where the problem of unforgiveness begins—the heart. 

 

Forgiving from our “head”—just thinking the thoughts—isn’t true forgiveness. Neither is forcing ourselves to 

choose forgiveness, forgiving from the “will.” Only forgiving from the heart is powerful enough to end our 

torment. Why? Because you were not hurt in your will or mind, at least not centrally. You were hurt in 

your heart. That’s where the infection breeds. That’s what is festering. That’s what needs healing. To open it 

requires your head and your will too, but the first step is to open up your heart. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew++18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23756i
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Friday October 28  Forgive Matthew 18:21-27 

 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins 

against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began 

the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to 

pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 

 

 

Free To Forgive – Bruce Wilkerson. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Requirement 2: Extend compassion to the person who wounded you. 

 

The servant therefore fell down before him, saying, “Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.” 

Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. . . . 

Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you? (vv. 26–27, 33) 

Compassion is the door to forgiveness. Compassion has the unique ability to soften and open a heart that is 

closed. 

 

When the Bible says he “fell down,” the original language includes the thought that he fell upon his knees and 

touched the ground with his forehead in an act of profound humility. The verb indicates that he didn’t do this 

once, but over and over again, showing complete surrender. This touched the master’s heart. 

 

When Jesus stated that the master “was moved with compassion,” He used the passive voice. This means his 

compassion was released by another’s action. On those occasions where a person who wounded you comes 

back with humble and genuine repentance, you likely will be moved by compassion. But this doesn’t usually 

happen. Most people never apologize to us. Recognizing that, the second type of compassion is when you open 

your heart yourself. 

 

Jesus then went one step further, stating “just as I had pity [compassion] on you.” These simple words capture a 

greater truth. Since God forgave us a far greater debt, should not we forgive those who have sinned against us to 

a far lesser degree? This is what God requires of all of us. 

 

Extending compassion to another person in no way excuses or minimizes what they did to you. But, in order to 

extend them compassion, set that aside for a moment and see them as a person. What they did is not equal to 

who they are. When you give them compassion, you focus on them as a person, not on what they did to you. 

After all, don’t you long for that compassion yourself? 
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Requirement 3: Release the person from your heart-prison. 

 

Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. (v. 27) 

We would expect that the next thing the master did after being moved with compassion was to simply forgive 

the servant, but he didn’t. Instead nestled between “compassion” and “forgive” are the unexpected words 

“released him.” 

 

In order to release someone, they must be bound. In the case of this story, the “wicked servant” (v. 32) would 

soon be in prison for his debt. But as the parable isn’t really presenting an actual case but the underlying issue 

of forgiveness, I believe the issue of “releasing” the person from our heart-prison is one of the great missing 

protocols of God’s full forgiveness. 

 

We have to choose to let go of the people who have wounded us. We do this by a conscious effort to no longer 

hold on to our desire to imprison them. Any idea of who you have locked away in your heart-prison? If you are 

like most of us, your prison holds more than one unforgiven person. 

 

In like manner, when anyone places their full trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus as payment for their 

debt of sin, God sets them free (releases them) from the kingdom of darkness and transfers them into the 

kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

 

When you have compassion (step 2), you have compassion on the person, not on the sin they committed. It’s 

because of your compassion on the person that you can release them from your heart-prison. This is truly 

unconditional love, isn’t it? To release them before you forgive them. 

 

To do this, you must make a separation from the individual and the wound they gave you. The person isn’t 

equal to what they did to you. The wound was an act they did. To release them, you are extending compassion 

on the person, not on what they did to you. 
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Saturday October 29  Forgive Matthew 18:21-35 

 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother or sister who sins 

against me? Up to seven times?” 
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 
23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began 

the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to 

pay, the master ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 
26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 

everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 
28 “But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 

coins.[i] He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 
29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When 

the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their master everything that 

had happened. 
32 “Then the master called the servant in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours 

because you begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In 

anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, until he should pay back all he owed. 
35 “This is how My heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 

 

 

Free To Forgive – Bruce Wilkerson. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Requirement 4: Forgive the person for each trespass, offense, mistake, and wound. 

 

Then the master of that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt. (Matt. 

18:27) 

 

You have opened your heart, extended compassion, and released them from your heart-prison. You are now 

ready to forgive them for the specific wounds they did to you. As you do, the infection in your heart drains. 

 

Matthew 18:35 reveals how we are to do this important step: “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each 

of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” Did you see it? Jesus didn’t say to forgive 

the person, nor did He say to “forgive the trespass.” Instead, He opens our eyes to recognize the heavenly 

protocol—we must forgive each one of the “trespasses.” 

 

That has been the unseen root of so many of our problems—we say “I forgive you,” instead of “I forgive you 

for the wound when you ______ (describe the wound).” Honesty and specificity is needed—looking at and 

naming each and every offense and then forgiving them one at a time. Leaving nothing out. Each wound is a 

different source of heart infection and unforgiveness. This is often why any previous attempts at forgiveness 

haven’t worked permanently. Though we may have meant the forgiveness we extended, we didn’t take the time 

to remove all the infection, consciously forgiving each and every wound. 

 

Christ’s use of the plural, trespasses, cannot be missed. Our unforgiveness will not be fully completed until we 

choose to forgive each and every wound the person did. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew++18&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23756i
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Sunday October 30  Forgive  Matthew 5:43-48 

 
43 Jesus said“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love 

your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He 

causes His sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you 

love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you 

greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, 

therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

 

 

Free To Forgive – Bruce Wilkerson. We thank YouVersion.com for this devotion. 

 

Requirement 5: Bless and do good to the person. 

 

But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 

those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes 

His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. (Matt. 5:44–45) 

 

This isn’t in the Matthew 18 parable, but from the overall teaching of the Bible, it is the final step, like stitching 

a wound and covering it with healing ointment. Whenever unforgiveness has existed for a long time, you have 

slid down that Slide of Unforgiveness. Your desire for justice has turned to a desire for vengeance. You wish 

the person harm. They have become an enemy—and therefore this verse applies. 

 

Look carefully at those four commands Christ outlines for anyone who brings us pain: love, bless, do good, and 

pray for them. After extending compassion on the person, releasing them from your heart-prison, and forgiving 

them of all their trespasses, your heart is finally free to obey those commands. 

 

In fact, your freedom to bless the very person who wounded you is also useful as proof-positive confirmation 

that forgiveness is finally complete. How will you know if you have truly forgiven? If you can look right at that 

person who hurt you so much, and bless them. You will know that you are free when you can wish well the one 

who wounded you. You are free. 

 

It’s at this point that God begins to pour peace into your life. The parable has been lived, the debt forgiven. You 

look like your King. Your face will soften; tenderness will come into your voice. 

 

When we bless the one who has been our enemy, it is a love that should feel familiar. It’s the love that Jesus has 

for each one of us. This is the way of life Jesus has always intended for you. Yes, He understands the painful 

wounds of sin and injustice we experience in life. However, He made it crystal clear—choosing to forgive 

ourselves and others is always the right choice to make. To be like Him. To be like the Father. 

 

Finally, remember, God desires freedom and peace for your life—for you to live the joyous way He intended. 

And the way to continually abide in His peace and freedom is to forgive and keep on forgiving. A beautiful way 

of living modeled and taught to us by His Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

May God richly bless you, and may you continually enjoy the peace and freedom flowing from a life of 

forgiveness! 


