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The Christmas Gift That Keeps Giving 
Daily Devotions 

 
Monday November 23 to Sunday January 3 

 

We’ll deepen our friendship with God daily by focusing on selected passages in 

the Christmas story. Spend about 20 minutes each day with God in your personal daily 

devotion.  

We thank You Version for allowing us to share their daily devotions with you. 

 

After you’ve read today’s passage, scan the questions quickly to see which ones 

interest you the most. Don’t worry about doing all the questions. The important thing is 

to answer the questions that help you in your walk with God and to take the time to truly 

encounter God.  Try to do the last question for each day that applies the truth to your life. 

For each day: 

 

Pray that God will speak to you. 

 

 

 

Learn what God is saying to you. 

 

 

 

Apply in love what God wants you to do. 
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Monday November 23 Luke 2:8-20 

 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 

at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 

you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a 

Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: 

You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God 

and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 

another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 

told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 

manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told 

them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 

them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and 

seen, which were just as they had been told. 

 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion. 

 

It was nighttime; a group of shepherds were huddled around a bright and warm fire. 

Perhaps they had just hunkered down for the night to fall asleep as they’d done 

innumerable nights before, when “…an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened” (See 

Luke 2:9). 

 

What could be so important as to interrupt such a timeless routine and existence of mere 

shepherds watching their sheep and hunkering down to sleep for the night? These were 

men whose tendency was not to have much social interaction. Theirs was a lonely 

profession, keeping company with sheep meandering the fields. Furthermore, they were 

smelly because they were continually around livestock and had limited access to hygiene 

assistance. 

 

The angels popped into their night and gave them the shock of their lives! Heaven was 

abundantly excited to announce the birth of Jesus, with the angels bursting out in praise, 

celebration and elation! With such an outpouring of exuberant joy, the shepherds went 

into Bethlehem and found just what the angel had described to them - a baby lying in a 
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manger and wrapped in cloths. And having confirmed with their eyes what they heard 

from the angel, they went away telling everyone about their discovery, causing wonder 

and awe among those who heard the shepherds’ news. 

 

I wonder if there are seasons in our lives where we can relate to these shepherds. Have 

you ever found yourself at a time in your life when things seem dark, cold, perhaps 

mundane and disconnected? Maybe you know someone who is going through a season 

like this. Maybe there are some people in your life that tend to be introverts but you can 

sense their immense capacity for spiritual sensitivity, regardless of their seemingly 

disconnected lifestyle. No matter if you feel highly connected or disconnected from 

people; no matter if you might be kind of smelly or socially awkward; no matter if you’re 

going through a night season where life seems dark, cold and unfriendly, Jesus is eager to 

join you! I say this because of God’s decision to send an exuberant heavenly host of 

angels to shepherds in the field at night—an unlikely time, to an unlikely group of men, 

to an unlikely location, mostly devoid of people, for a massive display of divine glory!  

 

 

Reflection: If you’re in a dark season at this time, take a few moments now to ask Jesus, 

the Light of the world, to illuminate whatever seems dark or murky. Or maybe there is 

someone in your life who might need to hear that God wholly and deeply loves them. 

Pray and ask God to give you an opportunity to express this to that person. 
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Tuesday November 24 Matthew 2:1-12 

 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship Him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he 

had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is 

what the prophet has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star 

had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the 

child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it 

rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they 

saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his 

mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their 

treasures and presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having 

been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by 

another route. 

 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion 

 

It’s interesting to consider that Jesus’ arrival interrupted the daily living of some very 

smart people in such a significant way that they changed up their routine to pursue a 

greater awareness of this interruption.  

 

Let’s take a brief moment to think about who these “Magi” were and what was important 

about them. We know from various Bible translations that the Magi were wise men, and 

they traveled from the East to Jerusalem, recognizing a phenomenon in the stars to 

signify the arrival of the Jewish king. Furthermore, the historian Herodotus tells us that 

such Magi were priestly advisers in the royal courts of the Babylonian, Mede and Persian 

empires. The Magi studied the stars and were highly regarded in their day for their 

wisdom and possible access to divine knowledge through the stars. So it is abundantly 

fitting that the Father would appear to these Magi in a way that would catch their 

attention. 
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As we think about the Magi and their focused intention to find the newborn King of the 

Jews, they are an interesting contrast to the shepherds in the field at night that received an 

angelic visitation as they tended their sheep. The shepherds heartily responded to this 

angelic visit by immediately looking for Jesus, regardless of the time of day. The Magi 

also made significant efforts to find Jesus, traveling great distances and making enquiries 

about this King of the Jews among the leadership in Jerusalem. Even though they didn’t 

have lots of details or information, the Magi left their homes to recognize and worship the 

newborn King of the Jews. Regardless of what season of life we may find ourselves, 

worshipping Jesus is always worthwhile and appropriate!  

 

 

Reflection: In what ways has God revealed Jesus to you over the recent weeks and 

months? What are some ways that you could worship Jesus in your current season? Take 

a moment to ask Jesus if there’s some fresh direction He would like to give you at this 

time. 
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Wednesday November 25 Matthew 2:13-18 

 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 

he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 

Herod is going to search for the child to kill Him.” 
14 So he got up, took the child and His mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where 

he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through 

the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” 
16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he 

gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and 

under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said 

through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her 

children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion 

 

As we think about the people related to Jesus’ birth, we would be wise to consider that 

not everyone is always thrilled about Him. Have you noticed that various individuals are 

definitely not delighted with Jesus? I’ve come across folks who span the whole spectrum 

of reactions to Jesus: from those who passionately love Him, to those who have no 

opinion about Him, and those who adamantly revile Him. And when we look at Herod’s 

actions toward Jesus, it’s clear that he was threatened by Him, feared His existence and 

did everything possible to snuff out Jesus’ life. So what did Herod do when he heard 

about the King of the Jews from the Magi who were looking for this King? “[Herod] 

became very enraged, and sent and slew all the male children who were in Bethlehem 

and all its vicinity, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had 

determined from the magi” (Matthew 2:16). 

 

Can you imagine what it was like to live in Bethlehem at this time, with soldiers 

marching through the streets, searching from house to house for babies and toddlers to 

kill them? The slaughter of such innocent lives is deplorable, and I can’t even begin to 

fathom what this was like for the fathers and mothers of those children, a hellacious 

experience to be sure! 

 

But Jesus was saved from this atrocity.  

 

“Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 

and said, ‘Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there 

until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.’ So Joseph got 



The Christmas Gift That Keeps Giving 

 
                                    Daily Devotions  Page 8 

 

 

up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for 

Egypt” (Matthew 2:13-14). 

 

Herod’s reaction, based on insecurity, fear, jealousy, pride and selfishness, isn’t all that 

different from folks who reject Jesus in our modern world. And no matter how people 

around us react to Jesus, we can continually choose to love and worship Him. 

 

 

Reflection: Have you experienced a time when someone responded negatively to you 

when you spoke about Jesus? What did you do or say? 
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Thursday November 26 Luke 1:5-22 

 
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 

to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of 

Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s 

commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless because Elizabeth was not 

able to conceive, and they were both very old. 
8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before 

God, 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the 

temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense 

came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of 

incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But 

the angel said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your 

wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and 

delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the 

sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled 

with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of 

Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power 

of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the 

wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is 

well along in years.” 
19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been 

sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not 

able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which 

will come true at their appointed time.” 
21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so 

long in the temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had 

seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to 

speak. 

 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion 

 

In many ways, Zacharias reminds me of lots of people in our modern world who find it 

difficult to believe that God is really that good. And it’s particularly interesting to me that 

Zacharias, a priest who had dutifully and deeply studied God’s Word, struggled to 

believe that God would do something so supernatural and defy what he had accepted as 

status quo. Just because we may have a strong religious background or training doesn’t 

ensure that we will respond with full faith to God’s goodness and love to us. And maybe 
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that’s exactly why Zacharias was mute for nine months - better to be silent than to 

express unbelief! 

 

Nevertheless, after nine months, Elizabeth gave birth to a son and Zacharias was given 

the ability to speak again when he affirmed that his son’s name was John. In a season of 

unbelief or doubt, it’s helpful to recognize a few important points: 

 

Limited time: How long a season of doubt lasts is something we get to control because 

we are responsible for our decisions to doubt or believe. 

 

Trust: God’s promises to us are trustworthy and often exceed what we can understand in 

our natural thinking. 

 

Divine fulfillment: God’s promises to us will happen, regardless of where we find 

ourselves on the fulfillment timeline. Sometimes God’s promises come to fruition in a 

“shazam moment” like Elizabeth giving birth to John the Baptist. And sometimes God’s 

promises come to fruition a little bit at a time, incrementally in pieces and parts. But no 

matter the timeline, God’s promises happen. “For as many as are the promises of God, in 

Him they are yes; therefore also through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through 

us” (2 Corinthians 1:20). 

 

 

Reflection: Take a moment to ask God to help you with various specific doubts you may 

have about His promises to you. Who in your life could be going through a difficult 

season of doubt, like Zacharias? Take a few moments to pray for them now. 
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Friday November 27  Luke 1:24-25,  45,  57-66 

 
24 After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in 

seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days He has shown His 

favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 

 
45 Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill His promises to her!” 

 
57 When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58 Her 

neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared 

her joy. 
59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him 

after his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called 

John.” 
61 They said to her, “There is no one among your relatives who has that name.” 
62 Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the 

child. 63 He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone’s astonishment he wrote, “His 

name is John.” 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue set free, and he 

began to speak, praising God. 65 All the neighbors were filled with awe, and throughout 

the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66 Everyone who 

heard this wondered about it, asking, “What then is this child going to be?” For the 

Lord’s hand was with him. 

 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion 

 

Elizabeth is an encouraging example to us about how to respond when God’s promises look 

to become a reality in our lives. We read about how Elizabeth replied when she found out 

she was pregnant, even though it seemed impossible to her natural thinking. “After these 

days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant, and she kept herself in seclusion for five months, 

saying, ‘This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the days when He looked with favor 

upon me, to take away my disgrace among men’” (Luke 1:24-25). 

 

Clearly, based on her behavior, Elizabeth was deeply moved when she learned that she 

was pregnant, despite being past the age of childbearing. Part of her reaction was to keep 

herself in seclusion for five months. I find Elizabeth’s reaction interesting since this 

would seem to be a time of exuberance and celebration of the fulfillment of God’s 

promise! I wonder if Elizabeth felt a deep sense of gratitude and intimate connection with 

God during those months, such that she wanted to preserve such a unique time and 

experience in her life. I would suspect that initially she was in awe of this divine gift, and 

I think that the reality of the promise made such an impact that she wanted to experience 

each day with special gratitude and reflection by choosing to keep herself secluded. 
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We would be wise not to allow either the fanfare or boredom of life to dilute our 

connection and intimacy with God, regardless of the season in which we find ourselves. 

Like Elizabeth, we can find great intimacy in those quiet and individual times with 

God—when we steal away by ourselves to revel in His goodness and love to us. 

 

 

Reflection: How can you carve out a few minutes to pause and reflect on God’s 

goodness to you? What is a miracle you would like to see God do in your life? Take a 

moment to express this request to God. 
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Saturday November 28 Luke 3:15-18 

 
15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 

John might possibly be the Messiah. 16 John answered them all, “I baptize you 

with water. But one who is more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His 

winnowing fork is in His hand to clear His threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 

his barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 18 And with many other 

words John exhorted the people and proclaimed the good news to them. 

 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion 

 

 

While Zacharias and Elizabeth were responsible for his upbringing, John the Baptist 

came into the world in a supernatural and dramatic way. As Jesus’ forerunner, John’s 

existence was divinely appointed to announce Jesus’ arrival. And what an incredible life 

John lived, from his miraculous birth all the way to his tragic death. It’s noteworthy to 

consider that John and Jesus were very close in age. While we celebrate Jesus’ birth at 

Christmas, it’s likely that John the Baptist was born within the year prior to Jesus’ birth. 

 

True to form with his supernatural birth, John didn’t live an average or ordinary life. 

Despite growing up in a priest’s home, John the Baptist lived in the wilderness, wore 

weird clothes (camel’s hair with a leather belt) and ate strange food (locusts and wild 

honey). In addition to these eccentricities, John attracted lots of attention through his 

message and lifestyle. John preached repentance, baptized people in the Jordan River and 

called his fellow Jews to prepare their hearts for the soon-coming Messiah. John 

understood that his life was a signpost, placed with divine and strategic purpose to help 

people look for the Messiah.  

 

May the same hold true for us today, such that we live as signposts to point people in our 

lives to Jesus, His love for them and His redemptive plan for their lives. 

 

 

Reflection: What are some viable ways you could express God’s love to people around 

you to point them to Jesus in this season of their life? 
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Sunday November 29 Matthew 1:18-25;  2:13-15;  2:19-23 

 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged 

to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant 

through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and 

yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 

said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you 

are to give Him the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin 

will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means 

“God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took 

Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth 

to a son. And he gave Him the name Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25) 

 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” 

he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for 

Herod is going to search for the child to kill Him.” 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 15 where 

he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through 

the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my Son.” (Matthew 2:13-15) 

 
19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20 and 

said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who 

were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 
21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when 

he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was 

afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of 

Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was 

said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. (Matthew 2:19-23) 

 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion 

 

As we think about the various men associated with Jesus’ birth, the magi, shepherds, 

Herod, Zacharias and John the Baptist, let’s be careful that we don’t overlook Joseph, 

who was a semi-stepdad figure in Jesus’ life. While we don’t know much about his life, 

there are some very significant things that we should consider related to Joseph. 
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Joseph stayed engaged to Mary even though she was pregnant out of wedlock. Religious 

and cultural propriety in Joseph’s day entitled him to walk away from Mary since it 

seemed she had been unfaithful to him. However, we read that Joseph was a righteous 

man and had no intention of maligning or shaming Mary. And God interrupted Joseph’s 

plan to quietly put Mary to the side, having learned of her unexpected pregnancy. Joseph 

was compassionate, protective, obedient and attentive. 

 

Joseph protected Jesus from being murdered by Herod in Bethlehem after an angelic visit 

in a dream. When we read these verses, it stands out that after the angelic visitation in his 

dream, Joseph was quick to act on the divine information he received. His immediate 

response protected Jesus from being slaughtered with the rest of the babies and toddlers 

in Bethlehem at that time. After two years of living in Egypt as a place of refuge from 

Herod’s violence, Joseph was notified in a dream of Herod’s death. When Joseph knew 

that Herod was dead, he returned to Israel with Mary and Jesus, settling down in 

Nazareth where Jesus would grow up. 

 

Joseph was a carpenter and his profession enabled him to provide for his family. While at 

first glance it may seem like Joseph was a minor influence in Jesus’ upbringing, let’s 

never minimize nor belittle his important role in Jesus’ life. Joseph was Jesus’ protector 

and provider when Jesus was an infant, a toddler and throughout his childhood 

upbringing. In a similar way, let’s never perceive as small or inconsequential our roles 

and efforts to bring the knowledge of genuine Jesus to the world around us! 

 

 

Reflection: In what ways can you be faithful to steward whatever God has given you? 

Are there people in your life that you sense God would have you protect or look after for 

a time? 
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Monday November 30 Luke 1:26-38 

 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 

town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a 

descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, 

“Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 

be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with 

God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call Him Jesus. 32 He 

will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him the 

throne of His father David, 33 and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; His 

kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 

High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even 

Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be 

unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 

the angel left her. 

 

Christmas – The Divine Interruption – Sarah Bowling. We thank YouVersion.com  

for providing this devotion 

 

When we first meet Mary, she is likely a teenage girl, betrothed to Joseph, both innocent and 

upright in her lifestyle and faith. So when the angel Gabriel announced that she would become 

pregnant with the Messiah, her innocent question reflected a fundamental understanding of 

biological facts. “She asked Gabriel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” (Luke 1:34). 

 

Gabriel explained in simple terms about the Holy Spirit overshadowing her and what was in front 

of her over the next few months. Additionally, Gabriel let her know that her cousin, Elizabeth, 

was supernaturally pregnant, even though Elizabeth had never been able to get pregnant before. 

 

Mary’s reply to Gabriel’s announcement continually challenges and encourages my faith, 

no matter what’s happening around me and regardless of how I feel at any given moment. 

Having received the news of her supernatural pregnancy (even though she would be in a 

dangerous place before the religious law and the cultural norms of her day), Mary 

says, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your 

word” (Luke 1:38). Regardless of what seems improbable or even impossible, may you 

and I come to the same conclusion with God’s promises that Mary verbalized. 

 

 

Reflection: What areas in your life could use some simple faith to trust that God is 

looking out for you? In what ways could we “carry” Jesus to the people around us? 
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Tuesday December 1  Nehemiah 8:10 

 
10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those 

who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of 

the LORD is your strength.” 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Joy To The World 

 

Joy to the World, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her King. 

 

Isaac Watts wrote “Joy to the World” in 1719. Since then, every Christmas season, 

carolers cast those words into the air like a lifeline out into the ocean of humanity. And 

every “fish” surely finds something inviting and worth nibbling. The thrill of hope within 

the message spools out to touch a weary world with anticipation of tasting something 

truly good! 

 

Joy came to the world because God, our great Creator, loved His creation so much that 

He sent His Son to reveal His story, so that over time, His character and ultimate good 

will toward mankind would be recognized. The impact on earth of Christ’s birth will 

never diminish despite enemies’ attempts to stop it. John 21:25 says that the world would 

not be able to contain the books that could be written about what the Lord did while on 

earth. Since then many more testimonies of His transforming love have been and will be 

written. 

 

Nehemiah 8 records that Nehemiah, the leaders, and the people celebrated the Feast of 

Tabernacles with great joy, after sharing God’s Word. This season, we too can rejoice! 

We rejoice at the thought of the Savior’s birth, His purpose, and His inheritance. 

 

 

Question: 

 

What will you rejoice about during this Christmas season? 
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Wednesday December 2 Luke 2:14 

 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.” 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Angels We Have Heard On High 

 

Angels we have on heard high 

Sweetly singing o’er the plains 

And the mountains in reply 

Echoing their joyous strains 

Gloria in Excelsis Deo 

 

What inspires awe in you? What things cause you to become speechless when you see 

them? Is it the sight of a family member you haven’t seen in years? Is it visiting a 

majestic place like a mountain or a historical place like the ancient pyramids of Egypt? 

The night Christ was born was the most monumental and awe-inspiring event that has 

ever occurred in human history, as God sent His one and only Son to earth so that we 

could ultimately have eternal life. There has not been an event in history before or after 

Christ’s birth that resulted in such celebration that the angels themselves made their 

physical presence known and their voices heard in song. Can you imagine how the 

shepherds’ jaws must have dropped at the sight and sounds of the angels? That moment 

was so majestic that we probably cannot fully comprehend what it was like because 

honestly, none of us have encountered such a sight. 

 

It seems like people tend to have fewer experiences these days of complete awe. 

Technology has brought so much of the world to our living rooms and fingertips that we 

can see anything we want and feel like we are anywhere we want to be. Unfortunately, 

most of us probably have fewer awe-inspiring moments with God than we should. Our 

relationship with Him often becomes too comfortable and even ordinary. This Christmas, 

make an attempt to regain those awe-inspiring moments with God. Strive to make your 

relationship with Him something so inspiring that it causes you to rejoice like the angels 

did. Don’t let your relationship with Him be ordinary, but rather make it extraordinary. 

 

Questions: 

 

Think about some awe-inspiring moments you’ve had with God. How have these 

moments transformed you? 

 

What changes do you need to make in your life so that you can start having more awe-

inspiring moments with God? 
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Thursday December 3 Luke 10:41-42 
 
41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many 

things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen what is better, 

and it will not be taken away from her.” 
 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 
 

Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas 

 

Have yourself a merry little Christmas, Let your heart be light. 

From now on, our troubles will be out of sight. 

 

Christmas can seem like a rat race at times. There is all of the hectic last-minute shopping at 

crowded malls, struggling to find the perfect gift for someone, the decorating of the house 

(including checking every single bulb on the strand of lights to find the one at the very end 

that shorted out the rest), wrapping present after present after present, or preparing for your 

extended family take over your house for the day. It is easy to get lost in the busyness of 

Christmas, and to miss the things that are really important. 

 

We see this happen in the book of Luke, when Jesus went to eat in the home of two sisters, 

Mary and Martha. Martha spent her time running around cooking, serving dinner, and 

cleaning. These were all very good things, but “busy” things. Meanwhile, Mary sat in the 

company of Jesus. When Martha asked Jesus to tell her to work too, He told her, “Mary has 

chosen what is better.” 

 

Jesus is trying to tell us to live in the moment. It is great that you are willing to be like 

Martha, and make sure that all of the popcorn is strung up, but it is not worth missing the 

opportunity to have a real conversation with a family member you don’t see often, or when 

your child’s face lights up because Santa indeed got that letter and delivered exactly what 

they asked for. It is not about all that we have to do, the list of things we have check off, but 

it is all about the moment. 

 

This year, don’t miss out on what is better. Take the opportunity to enjoy the time you have 

with friends and family. Take time not to worry about the things you have to do, but to enjoy 

the people you get to be with. Be present where you are, because that is what is better, and 

have yourself a merry little Christmas. 

 

Questions: 

 

What are some things you need to take off the list to make yourself become more like Mary? 

 

What are the better things that you will choose to be a part of this Christmas? 
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Friday December 4  Psalms 29:11 

 
11 The LORD gives strength to His people; the LORD blesses his people with peace. 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

I Heard The Bells On Christmas Day 

 

Then pealed the bells more loud and deep: 

“God is not dead, nor doth He sleep; 

The wrong shall fail, the right prevail, 

With peace on earth, good will to men.” 

 

 

Who is God to you? Is He your protector? Your provider? This Christmas Season, have 

you allowed Him to be your peace? 

 

It can be easy to view God simply as a friend to go to in times of trouble or a magic genie 

that grants all of your prayers. But God is so much more than that, and the blessings He 

wants to give to you are endless! He offers so many wonderful things—completely free 

of charge–including hope, joy, and peace for your heart. God wants nothing but the best 

for you. 

 

Although your circumstances may be difficult, or hard to understand at times, that 

doesn’t mean that God isn’t there. He cares about you, loves you with a perfect love, and 

is waiting for you to let Him be your peace. So this Christmas, as you think about all the 

gifts you need to buy, and your never-ending to-do list, don’t forget to stop and 

remember that only God can provide you with the unwavering quiet strength that comes 

from His peace. 

 

 

Questions: 

 

In what ways do you find peace and comfort in God? 

 

What difficult circumstances are you currently dealing with that you need God’s peace to 

help you endure? 
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Saturday December 5 Revelation 21:3-4 

 
3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among 

the people, and He will dwell with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be 

with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 

death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

It Came Upon A Midnight Clear 

 

When the new heaven and earth shall own the Prince of Peace, their King, 

And the whole world send back the song which now the angels sing. 

 

When the angels first sang about peace on earth and goodwill to all men, the shepherds 

must have wondered what was going on. They certainly didn’t hear angelic choirs 

everyday, and first century Palestine was hardly a peaceful place. The streets buzzed with 

rumors of revolution and the tension often boiled over into violence. Society was split 

along lines of gender, race, wealth, and religion. The shepherds themselves were only a few 

rungs above beggars on the social ladder. For some of us, Christmas itself is a time to be 

with friends and family, but for others it reminds us that we are alone or separated from 

loved ones. Two thousand years later, we seem to be as far as ever from “heaven on earth.” 

 

Many people in the first century were expecting a quick fix for the world’s problems, and 

of course that didn’t happen. It still hasn’t happened. But Christmas reminds us of God’s 

promise to bring in a kingdom where wars, injustice, and even death will be a thing of the 

past, and where we will live together with God. That’s our hope. God does have a plan. The 

best really is to come. 

 

In the meantime, God continues to show His love to us in so many ways. He provides for 

our needs. He answers our prayers. He invites us to start living today like citizens of the 

kingdom that has not yet been fully revealed. We can love one another as Christ loved us 

here and now. We can show His compassion and His unconditional love to others today. 

We can experience a foretaste of the new Heaven and earth right now. We can share that 

experience with others. And we can do all this in the knowledge that God’s Kingdom will 

prevail and that the whole of creation will one day see the truth that those shepherds heard 

on a remote, Palestinian hillside. 

 

Question: 

 

What one thing could you change to give those around you a foretaste of God’s Kingdom 

of peace? 
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Sunday December 6  Luke 1:38 

 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 

the angel left her. 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Mary Did You Know 

 

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy would one day walk on water? 

Mary, did you know that your Baby Boy would save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that your Baby Boy has come to make you new? 

This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you. 

 

Have you ever listened to the song Mary, Did You Know? 

 

This touching song has been played for well over three decades during the Christmas 

season. The lyrics are beautifully written and contain powerful phrases like, “Mary did 

you know that your baby boy will calm a storm with his hand…” and, “This child that 

you’ve delivered, will soon deliver you.” It’s a stirring line of questions asked by the 

songwriter that cause listeners to stand in amazement at the power of our God. 

 

We really don’t know much about Mary except that she was a virgin and probably in her 

early teens. According to Luke 1:28, we know that she was “highly favored” and that 

“the Lord was with her.” Even without a stunning resume, God used her. Sweet, little 

Mary who kept to herself and wasn’t a big “playmaker” was invited by the Creator of the 

universe to change the world. 

 

Many think the reason He chose her was because of her willingness. Upon hearing God’s 

plan for her life, Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have 

said about me come true.” (Luke 1:38) 

 

Mary simply said yes to her Lord with no conditions whatsoever. 

 

Where are you in your life right now? How much of “you” have you truly surrendered? 

Are you living the truth that “your life is not your own” and that you’ve been “brought 

with a price”? Is there something that you are missing out on because you won’t let Him 

lead? 

 

We have a Messiah. His name is Jesus. He is the Savior of the world. He walked on water 

without a single bit of effort. He came and died to make us new. He gave sight to a blind 
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man with some dirt and saliva. He woke up from a deep sleep and calmed a raging storm 

with his human hand. He fed over 5,000 people with a tiny bit of bread and fish. He does 

the miraculous. 

 

And He has amazing plans for your life. 

 

 

Questions: 

 

What have you not surrendered to God? 

 

What is keeping you from doing so? 
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Monday December 7  Matthew 1:23 

 
23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call Him 

Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Time after time, the Israelites found themselves separated from God - always by their 

own doing. And God would eventually deliver them, only to be betrayed by His chosen 

people again. So we find two constant themes in the Old Testament: 

 

The Israelites, no matter how hard they tried, were unfaithful to God. 

God remained faithful and fulfilled the promises He made to them. 

 

Through His prophets, God made many promises. Isaiah 7:14 says, “Therefore the Lord 

Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and you 

shall call His name Emmanuel.” The name Emmanuel translates as “God with us.” It’s a 

remarkable promise - the Ultimate Being and Creator of the Universe promising to make 

Himself physically present with the people who have proven themselves unworthy. 

 

In one of the most somber Christmas songs, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, there is an 

embraced tension within Israel. They are in exile, separated from God yet again. With a 

sober perspective, they choose to rejoice in the promise God has made to them. With 

nothing else to cling to, in the midst of desperation and loneliness, they recall and 

proclaim the promise that God would be with them - knowing that, in spite of their 

unfaithfulness, God is faithful to His promises. 

 

No one could have expected a baby in a manger to be the start of God’s perfect plan to be 

“with us.” And yet, that is exactly how God fulfilled His promise. 

 

Are you waiting for God to come through on a promise He has made? Do you feel a 

sense of loneliness or exile? Rejoice! Rejoice! Through Christ, God has made Himself 

present to us. His faithfulness is greater than our failure. And His presence is all the 

reason we need to, once more, rejoice! 

 

Question: 

 

Since God is “Emmanuel,” how is God with you this holiday season? 
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Tuesday December 8  Luke 2:6-7 

 
6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her 

firstborn, a Son. She wrapped Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because there 

was no guest room available for them. 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Away In A Manger 

 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed; 

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head 

 

 

The King of Kings and Lord of Lords is born in a manger with not so much as a bed to lie 

on. The humble beginnings of our Lord’s life remind us that we are to be humble and 

thankful for what we have been blessed with. The true meaning of Christmas is reflected 

so poetically in the story of Jesus’ birth that we cannot help but find ourselves grateful for 

all that was given to us on that day. 

 

The song describes how even when Jesus wakes, He does not cry out or make a sound. 

This day was a day of rejoicing, and the baby lying awake on the hay was no ordinary 

child, He was the Savior of men! The last verse of the song asks the Lord to stay beside 

us, to lead us, and to eventually take us to Heaven to live with Him. How often is that our 

prayer? Stay beside me Lord as I make my way through this earthly life. 

 

How glorious and beautiful is the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. We celebrate His birth 

and the life that was given to us by Him through His life, death, and resurrection. 

 

 

Questions: 

 

In your opinion, how does this carol reflect the love of Christ? 

 

What does this carol show you about our Lord at the beginning of His life here on earth? 

 

Why do you think God chose for His son to be born in a manger instead of a birth fitting 

of royalty? 
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Wednesday December 9 1 Kings 19:11-12 

 
11 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for 

the LORD is about to pass by.” Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart 

and shattered the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind 

there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. 12 After the earthquake 

came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Ding Dong! Merrily On High 

 

Ding dong! Merrily on high, In heav’n the bells are ringing: 

Ding dong! Verily the sky, Is riv’n with Angel singing. 

 

We seem to have so many bells and chimes and rings in our lives. Whether the microwave is 

letting us know that the “homemade” chicken nuggets are ready, or our car is beeping to tell us that 

our seatbelt is unbuckled, or that super annoying “Aaaeee! Aaaeee! Aaaeee!” coming from our 

alarm clock is piercing through the dark bedroom to jolt us from our slumber; our lives are 

surrounded by noises and alarms. These alarms can mean so many different things. 

 

From this classic, beautiful Christmas carol we are drawn a picture of the celebrating chimes from 

heaven. It’s almost as if the author of this song is describing the way we might hear a call from 

heaven. In several different passages, scripture describes how someone heard from God. In some 

instances it was a booming sound like thunder and in others a still, small voice. 

 

Have you ever heard that gentle whisper calling you like Elijah heard in 1 Kings 19:12? God can 

call us in many different ways. But what He calls each of us to is unique. He may be calling you to 

minister to a friend going through a tough holiday season. He may be calling you to a new 

profession. God can use medical doctors to serve those who cannot afford treatment, contractors to 

build a school in a poverty stricken country, or a lawn care worker to cut the grass of an elderly 

widow in the neighborhood. Whatever your talent might be, God can use it to bless others. The 

important thing is for you to listen to His voice, just like the beautiful chimes from heaven. He is 

calling you to be a light in someone’s life this Christmas. 

 

So, go ahead and hit that snooze on your alarm clock, but answer the call of the Father on your life. 

 

Questions: 

 

How have you heard from God in the past? 

 

What is God calling you to do for someone else this Christmas season? 
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Thursday December 10 Mark 16:15-16 

 
15 Jesus said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 16 Whoever 

believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned. 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Do You Hear What I Hear 

 

Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, Do you hear what I hear? 

Ringing thru the sky, shepherd boy, Do you hear what I hear? 

 

Over 2000 years ago, the Savior of the world was born. Have you ever stopped to think 

about how people found out about His birth? The song “Do You Hear What I Hear?” 

gives us an example of how the news of His birth might have spread. 

 

The song starts with the Holy Spirit asking the lamb, “Do you see what I see?” The Lamb 

then goes to the shepherd and asks, “Do you hear what I hear?” The Shepherd 

immediately goes to the King and asks “Do you know what I know?” When they shared 

what God had told them, an entire nation heard about the birth of their Savior, Jesus, and 

what His birth meant for the entire world. 

 

Here’s the great news: this too is our calling as followers of Christ - to share with others 

what we have been told! God reveals Himself to all of us in different ways, depending on 

our personalities and gifts. For some, He shows us visible things about Himself, like a 

star in the sky. Others may grow closer to Him best through reading scriptures, some 

through singing praises to Him. The question is what are we doing with what God gives 

us? We have to realize that God will use us to bring people to Him through what He has 

revealed to us individually. 

 

In this song, God chose a shepherd boy’s voice to tell others about what he had heard 

and, as a result, an entire nation heard about Jesus’ birth. What about today? If we want 

people to know about a Savior that has been born, we have to take the time to share with 

others what He is revealing to us. Lives are changed when we tell the people in our lives 

what God has shown and done for us. 

 

Questions: 

 

What has God shown or told you lately that you should be sharing with others? 

 

In what ways does God reveal Himself to you? 
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Friday December 11  Philippians 3:20 
 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, 
 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 
 

I'll Be Home For Christmas 
 

Christmas Eve will find me, Where the love light gleams 

I’ll be home for Christmas, If only in my dreams 
 

The term home is simply defined as this: Where one resides; a familiar setting; a place of 

origin. Where’s our home? 
 

Our home is the place where we spent most of our years growing up and making 

memories. It’s where we took our first steps. It’s where we learned to drive a car. It’s 

where we had our first crush. It’s the place where we graduated high school and college 

and maybe even met our spouse. A place where we’ve grown into the people we are now. 

Home for us is where we feel at ease with those we love the most. It’s the place where we 

can be ourselves and not worry about the world outside. 
 

Or is it? According to Webster, our home is where we reside, it’s our place of origin, our 

familiar setting. But according to the 1 Peter 2:11, our home isn’t in this world: 
 

"Friends, this world is not your home, so don’t make yourselves cozy in it. Don’t indulge 

your ego at the expense of your soul." 
 

There is nothing wrong with enjoying places on earth. We have wonderful memories and 

experiences in different places throughout our lives. But we weren’t meant to be 100% at 

home here. Our home is with our Jesus in Heaven. Until He says it’s time to be with Him, 

we’ll stay here. And as much as we love our earthly homes, we’ll never be fully satisfied. 

Think of what songwriter Laura Story says in her famous song, Blessings: 
 

"What if my greatest disappointments or the aching in this life is the revealing of a 

greater thirst this world can’t satisfy." 
 

Only Christ can satisfy. Only His presence and peace can bring us pure, unadulterated 

joy. Only His comfort can truly take us off the ledge of disappointment and disaster. One 

day we will truly be home with Him. Not just for Christmas but for eternity. And what a 

day of rejoicing that will be. 
 

Question: 

 

How can you allow Christ to satisfy you and to fulfill your every need this Christmas 

season, instead of relying on what the world can give? 
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Saturday December 12 1 Peter 1:3 

 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given 

us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

 

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

Mild He lays His glory by; 

Born that man no more may die. 

Born to raise the sons of earth; 

Born to give them second birth. 

 

 

It’s fun to look at a tiny baby and imagine what he will grow up to become. It could be 

anything – a pilot, a policeman, a chef, an astronaut, a pastor, or a million other options. 

The future is wide open and full of possibilities. 

 

Jesus was born with one purpose. As it says in the carol, He was “born that man no more 

may die.” His birth was all about our new birth. In 1 Peter 1:3, Peter praises God for the 

“new birth into a living hope” – and all that is possible because Jesus laid aside his glory 

and offered Himself in our place, taking the punishment of death we deserved for our 

sins. His death and resurrection gives us new life. As you go about your business and 

your busyness of the season, intentionally take a few moments to slow down and 

remember that Jesus was born to give YOU a second birth. What a reason to praise Him! 

 

 

Questions: 

 

How do you express your gratitude to Jesus for the new life He gives you? 

 

Who in your life doesn’t yet realize the true reason for Jesus’ birth? What will you do to 

share it with them? 
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Sunday December 13 Psalm 46:10 

 

He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 

exalted in the earth.” 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Still, Still, Still 

 

Still, still, still, One can hear the falling snow. 

For all is hushed, The world is sleeping 

Holy Star its vigil keeping 

Still, still, still, One can hear the falling snow. 

 

 

Still, still, still… These words do not seem to have a place in the hustle and bustle of a busy 

life, especially at Christmas time. Parties, presents, and projects usually have us in a frantic 

frenzy as we rush from one event to the next. Often, before we know it, Christmas day has 

come and gone. Only then do we realize that, despite our good intentions, we never 

experienced the peace that comes from truly relishing in God’s amazing love for us. 

 

Isn’t it interesting that God commands us to “Be still”? Do you think it’s because He 

knows we sometimes have a hard time doing it on our own? 

 

What happens when we actually take time to be still? The answer lies in Psalm 46:10…”Be 

still and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the 

earth”. When you are still before God, you better understand that whatever you are facing, 

whatever your day has been like, you can completely rest in the fact that God is God. He’s 

awesome and amazing and sovereign. He loves us more than we can imagine and He’s got 

things under control. 

 

Spend time today purposely pursuing stillness in different moments. Perhaps you could 

wrap up in a blanket & head outside for a peek at the stars, wondering what that holy star 

looked like, the one that signaled Christ’s birth many years ago. Maybe take a minute to 

watch your young child sleep and wonder as you gaze at that sweet face, what Mary and 

Joseph thought of their newborn son. Open your Bible, read a favorite Scripture…then sit 

and wait. 

 

Question: 

 

What truths resonate in your soul about Christ as you take time to be still before Him? 
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Monday December 14 Isaiah 57:15 

 

For this is what the high and exalted One says — he who lives forever, whose name is holy: 

“I live in a high and holy place, but also with the one who is contrite and lowly in spirit, 

to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

The Christmas Song 

 

Chestnuts roasting on an open fire, 

Jack Frost nipping at your nose, 

Yuletide carols being sung by a choir, 

And folks dressed up like Eskimos. 

 

 

If there’s one song that has the “Christmas Spirit” it’s this one. It makes us think of a 

scene from a Norman Rockwell painting. Or maybe we imagine carolers coming to our 

doors while we offer them some tasty, mulled apple cider fresh off the stove. We attend 

parties at friends’ houses and services at church. Let’s not forget about being all bundled 

up on Christmas morning with our families while the most beautiful snowflakes fall to 

the ground. 

 

And then in the midst of our Christmas illusions, our children storm into the room yelling 

“Mom!” or “Dad!” because someone hit them, or because one of them use the other’s 

pellet gun without asking, or because one of the neighbors took their basketball away, or 

because they fell off the zip line. Oh, for the love of all that is good and right in the 

world, can we not stay in our little piece of Christmas paradise just a tad bit longer? 

 

That’s life, isn’t it? No matter how perfect we try to paint the canvas of our lives, there 

will always be something extra put on it that wasn’t in our minds when we dreamed it. 

Something that cramps our perfect picture. Something that breaks our heart. 

 

A relationship that ended. 

A loved one who died prematurely. 

The betrayal of a friend. 

 

Did you know that God isn’t surprised by the interruptions in our lives? In fact, nothing 

surprises Him. Don’t mistake bad things happening in your life as His loss of control. No, 

this is not about His ability but about His sovereignty. 

 

While we may wish that bad things would never happen in our lives, they will happen. 
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Jesus said we’d have trouble (John 16:33), but He also promised that He’d calm us in the 

midst of it (John 14:16). So, no matter where we are in life, whether we expected to be on 

the path we are on or not, rest assured, that our God can make broken things beautiful. 

 

Friend, we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love Him, 

who’ve been called according to His purpose (Romans 8:28). Press on and trust in the 

One who will never let you down. 

 

Questions: 

 

How have you seen God in control in the midst of life’s interruptions? 
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Tuesday December 1 5 Matthew 1:21 

 
21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,[a] because he will 

save his people from their sins.” 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

 

The First Noel 

 

Then let us all with one accord 

Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 

That hath made Heaven and earth of naught 

And with his blood mankind has bought. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Born is the King of Israel! 

 

 

It is widely known that noël is the French word for Christmas, but do you know the origin 

of the word? Noël comes from the Latin word natalis, meaning “birth.” Therefore, the 

title of the hymn, fully translated, is “The First Birth.” This song is about the nativity 

story, the birth of Jesus as we read in the Bible. Angels came to Joseph and Mary, telling 

them, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he 

will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21). 

 

Jesus came to save us from our sins. That is what this season is about for us: the 

remembrance of the birth, and the life of Jesus. He was born here, lived here, died here, 

and was raised again here, all so that we would have a new way to have a relationship 

with God. This song reminds us of the hope of salvation that came with the birth of Jesus. 

We celebrate not only the newness of His life, but also the opportunity of new birth 

offered to each one of us. The King is born! His blood will make us new! 

 

Whatever sin, whatever shortcoming, whatever failure, whatever weakness you have, a 

child was born, and he has come to save you. 

 

Questions: 

 

What are the things that you need Jesus to save you from? 

 

How could His birth change the lives of people you know this holiday season? What will 

you do about it? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matt+1%3A21&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23166a


The Christmas Gift That Keeps Giving 

 
                                    Daily Devotions  Page 34 

 

 

Wednesday December 16 Romans 12:1 
 

Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies 

as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 
 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com for 

providing this devotion. 
 

The Little Drummer Boy 
 

Come they told me, Pa rum pa pum pum, A newborn King to see, Pa rum pa pum pum 
 

The night was silent, except for the beating of his heart. It seemed so loud to him, he 

wondered if his traveling companions could hear it too. He was nervous to see a king, but he 

kept walking, holding tightly to his drum. 
 

His heart was about to beat out of his chest. The others were carrying beautiful boxes filled 

with precious gifts, gifts worthy of a king. He had nothing but his drum, which suddenly 

seemed an inappropriate instrument to play for king, not to mention a newborn king. If only 

he had a more soothing instrument, like the harp the shepherd boys sometimes play. 
 

His heartbeat was deafening as he stood before the King. And then Mary nodded. The King’s 

mother nodded at him. She actually wanted him to play. He raised his sticks and began to tap 

the first pattern that came into his head, the rhythm of his beating heart. And so the Little 

Drummer Boy gave his heart to God. He played his best. He gave his best. 
 

How often do we feel our gifts are not good enough? We compare ourselves to others, 

wondering why their gifts seem so much more “useful” for the kingdom. We want to teach 

like our pastor, or sing like our worship leader. Or maybe we want to share our blessings, but 

at times, we don’t feel very blessed. We can’t give what we don’t have, but rather than 

lamenting our lack, we need to look for our “drum,” the one thing that only we can give. 
 

The truth is God already has teaching like the pastor’s. He already has singing like the 

worship leader’s. And what He wants, what He can really use, is your heart. 
 

Think of how you can bless others this season, and in turn bless God. You don’t have to 

spend money. You just have to give of yourself, of your heart. Just like the little Drummer 

Boy. Jesus smiled at him. Think of Jesus smiling at you. Kind of makes your heart race, 

doesn’t it? Listen. 

 

Questions: 

 

How can you bless God by blessing others this holiday season? 

 

Are you giving your best to God? If not, how could you give your best to him today? 
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Thursday December 17 Proverbs 3:5-6 

 
5Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

 

We Three Kings Of Orient Are 

 

O star of wonder, star of night, 

Star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 

Guide us to thy perfect Light. 

 

 

It’s often difficult for people to understand that Jesus was born just like us. He wasn’t 

born in a luxurious palace or a fancy hospital. He was born outside, in a manger. He came 

into a world filled with sin, yet he lived an absolutely perfect life. He came to lead us, 

and guide us into a loving relationship with God. 

 

The three wise men are a great example of what complete submission to God looks like. 

The moment they saw the star they dropped everything they were doing and embarked on 

a long journey that was most likely difficult at times. The men had no idea where they 

were going, but placed their complete trust in a star to lead them. They devoted 

everything to seeking Him no matter the cost. Just like the three men in this song 

followed a shining star to see Jesus when he was born, if we submit ourselves to God, He 

will direct our paths and be a perfect guide for our lives. 

 

 

Questions: 

 

What are the areas in your life you need to submit to God? 

 

Try to remember a time when you did submit something to God. What was the outcome 

of that situation? 
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Friday December 18  Isaiah 9:6 

 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

When A Child Is Born 

 

…new hope, new life. Many things come to pass with the birth of a new child. 

For a season, everyone, forgets their own weariness and own problems. 

This tiny creature will change people’s lives…forever. 

 

There is nothing like the announcement of a new baby to bring excitement in a family. As the 

song says, “…new hope, new life. Many things come to pass with the birth of a new child. For a 

season, everyone forgets their own weariness and problems. This tiny creature will change 

people’s lives…forever.” 

 

Expectant mothers gain a lot of attention, as friends and family are typically very intent on being 

involved in the entire process of pregnancy up until the very end. When the moment finally 

occurs, there is nothing like the sound of a newborn baby’s cry to validate the life that has been 

growing and developing over the past nine months, and create such overwhelming joy. 

 

The same excitement that comes from physical birth also occurs when we experience spiritual 

birth in that moment when we ask Christ to become our personal Savior and Lord of our lives. In 

fact, many people now celebrate both their physical and spiritual birthdays because they 

understand the day Christ came into their life is just as important as the day they came into being. 

 

Imagine the joy that was evident at Christ’s birth since His physical birth would ultimately change 

mankind forever. We can have spiritual rebirth because of His physical birth. John 10:10 says, 

“One…came…that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” We have a 

new life all because of one child: Jesus. As you reflect on this Christmas season, be thankful for 

what God did by sending His only Son so that we can have new life. Be thankful for that holy 

night when a child was born so that we could be born again. 

 

Questions: 

 

What led you to your spiritual birth? 

 

What does new life in Christ mean to you? 
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Saturday December 19 Luke 2:32 

 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

 

O Holy Night 

 

Fall on your knees, O hear the angel voices! 

O night divine, O night when Christ was born! 

 

 

In the midst of so much imperfection, the night Christ was born can be considered one of 

the most perfect nights ever in the history of mankind. God used difficult circumstances 

(travelling on a donkey with a very pregnant wife) and an uncomfortable location (not 

even a hotel room, but a barn with only a manger to sleep in) to bring His perfect and 

holy Son into the world. God could have easily made Jesus’ birth triumphant, but He 

chose not to. 

 

The way God brought His son into the world is much the same way He works within our 

lives. Oftentimes God takes the imperfections in our lives and uses them to perfect us. 

God loves to transform physical and emotional scars and use them to grow us into 

stronger people. He also desires us to take what we learned from our imperfections and 

help others who may be struggling with the same things. 

 

Jesus was a light to reveal God to all the nations, and we can reflect that same light as 

well. Don’t let your imperfections hold you back. Instead, allow God to use them to 

shape you into the person He designed you to be, which is a light in a dark world. Give 

God your weaknesses so that He can turn them into your greatest strengths. 

 

 

Questions: 

 

What weaknesses do you need to give God so that He can perfect you? 

 

In what ways do you see yourself as being a light to reveal God’s truth to others? 
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Sunday December 20 1 Corinthians 1:27-28 
 

27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 

things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and 

the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 
 

O Little Town Of Bethlehem 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie… 

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, The silent stars go by 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth, The everlasting Light 

The hopes and fears of all the years, Are met in thee tonight 
 

Bethlehem was a town that was considered tiny and insignificant. Micah 5 describes 

Bethlehem as being “….small among the clans of Judah.” Yet Micah went on to say “out 

of you will come for me one who will be ruler over Israel.” Sure enough, Jesus was born 

in Bethlehem some 700 years later. 
 

The significance of insignificant Bethlehem can’t be understated. God loves to work in 

amazing ways through the unlikely and the overlooked. It’s easy for all of us to feel 

undervalued and unimportant, but that is exactly the type of person God will use. Think 

of the endless ways God could use you if you surrender to His will. 
 

Actually Bethlehem did have some significance before Jesus’ birth. Among other things 

it was also the birthplace of David, Israel’s greatest Old Testament warrior and king. 

However, this is also another example of God’s amazing sovereignty. David was the 

youngest son of Jesse, who considered him the unlikeliest of his boys to become king. 

But God saw through all that and had him anointed the next ruler of Israel. Again, God 

was working in ways that are outside of man’s conventional wisdom. 
 

We tend to see our life and circumstances through a man-made perspective. Once we 

realize that the Lord works in mysterious ways that are far above our own, we will be 

more ready for Him to use us in an exciting way. 
 

Of course nothing has more significance than the birth, life, death, and resurrection of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. How unlikely is it that it would begin one quiet, peaceful night in a 

quiet, peaceful town. The “everlasting Light”, the “hopes and fears of all the years” all 

started in the “…Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
 

Questions: 

 

How have you seen God use seemingly insignificant people and events in your life or the 

lives of others? 
 

Have you ever felt overlooked? What effect has that had on you? 
 

What action will you take to allow God to use you in a significant way? 
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Monday December 21 Luke 2:10 

 
 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 

great joy for all the people. 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Go Tell It On The Mountain 

 

The shepherds feared and trembled 

When lo! above the earth 

Rang out the angel chorus 

That hailed our Saviour’s birth 

 

The first time a woman finds out she is pregnant, she is filled with joy and searches for the best 

way to share the news with her husband, friends, and family. When a man is ready to propose 

marriage, he knows he has to find the right way to ask the question and share the news. 

 

Words can sometimes fail to fully convey the truth of good news. So, when God was ready to 

bring Jesus into flesh on earth, how did He bring the Good News? In the greatest spectacle, “a 

vast host” of angels appeared to seemingly random shepherds in a middle-of-nowhere field. 

Holy light shone down and their voices rang out - it’s the sort of blockbuster, showstopper you 

would expect for the greatest event in history. The only odd thing is the audience (“lowly” 

shepherds), and how few of them were probably there. Maybe that goes to show that no stone 

should be left unturned when we are sharing news like this. 

 

When Jesus began teaching, He did not spread the Good News by word alone. The blind 

received sight, the lame walked, and the dead were raised – all to communicate beyond words 

what the Good News meant. 

 

Isaiah 62 shouts, “Tell the people of Israel, ‘Look your Savior is coming.” Jesus commanded 

the disciples to go to the ends of the earth. And in the classic spiritual, we are implored to “Go 

tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere! Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus 

Christ is born!” 

 

Questions: 

 

Are you shouting out the Good News? Why or why not? 

 

Is there a way for you to share the Good News in a more powerful way than through words? 
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Tuesday December 22 Psalm 27:1 

 

The LORD is my light and my salvation — whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life — of whom shall I be afraid? 

 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Breath Of Heaven 

 

Breath of Heaven, Hold me together 

Be forever near me, Breath of Heaven 

Breath of Heaven, Light my darkness 

Pour over me, your holiness, For you’re holy 

Breath of Heaven 

 

So many of us hold Mary, the mother of Jesus, in very high esteem because she was 

chosen by God to carry His Son and bring Him into the world. It was the greatest task 

anyone has ever been given. Even though we hold Mary in high esteem, it’s important to 

remember that she was a normal person just like us. In fact, she probably battled fear as 

much if not more so than most people. She was an unmarried teenager that found herself 

miraculously pregnant after an angel told her she would give birth to the Messiah. She 

was probably afraid of the great task that God had given her and dealt with fear from the 

backlash she and Joseph received because of the unique pregnancy. She probably battled 

fear on their long journey to Bethlehem, as she was nine months pregnant and traveling 

on a donkey. Despite her fear, however, she remained faithful to God and the task they 

were given. 

 

The song Breath of Heaven gives us a prayer that Mary most likely prayed asking God to 

hold her together, be near her, and to light her darkness. How many times have you 

prayed a similar prayer? Christmas is a joyous time, but the reality for many of us is that 

it’s hard to experience joy in the midst of all the turmoil and trials that are happening 

around us. Just as God protected and guided Mary through a difficult time, allow Him to 

guide you this Christmas. Pray and share with Him what troubles your spirit, and allow 

Him to restore the joy of Christmas within you by holding you together, being forever 

near you, and lighting your darkness. 

 

Questions: 

 

What trials are you enduring currently that are robbing you of the joy of Christmas? 

 

What are some things you can do to reclaim joy and hope in your life? 
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Wednesday December 23 Luke 2:13-14 

 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,  raising God 

and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,  and on earth peace to those on 

whom his favor rests.” 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

Angels From The Realms Of Glory 

 

Angels from the realms of glory, 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, 

Come and worship, 

Worship Christ, the newborn King! 

 

The actions of the angels are one of the most exciting aspects of the Christmas story from 

Luke 2. First, an angel suddenly appears to the shepherds to tell them the good news of 

Jesus birth (Luke 2:9). Then, as if the shepherds haven’t had enough, a multitude of angels 

suddenly appeared in full concert to finish it off (Luke 2:13). This was an epic celebration 

like nothing ever seen in the Bible, and it was displayed not for the government officials, the 

upper class of the city, or the spiritual elite, but for the lowly shepherds. What a beautiful 

tension and a perfect picture of the power of Christmas. It is the biggest news that mankind 

could ever know! The celebration is led by the very angels who live in the perfect presence 

of an all-powerful God, and yet, the message is meant for the lowly and broken. 

 

This old carol is a simple but powerful reminder of all who have been invited to celebrate 

and to worship Jesus. Jesus is the most amazing gift given to us. God loved us so much that 

He sent His only son to enter humanity so that ultimately we could have the chance to be 

right before a holy God. That is the power of Christmas, and the angels understood it. The 

shepherds experienced it first-hand. The wise men believed it. They not only joined the 

worship celebration, but their excitement and worship inspired others to do the same. This 

Christmas, let our worship would be so authentic and exciting that we would draw others to 

“Come and worship; come and worship; Worship Christ the newborn King!” 

 

Questions: 

 

How can you celebrate and worship Jesus throughout this Christmas season? 

 

How can you inspire others to do the same? 
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Thursday December 24 Jeremiah 23:5-6 

 
5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, 

    “when I will raise up for David[a] a righteous Branch, 

a King who will reign wisely 

    and do what is just and right in the land. 
6 In his days Judah will be saved 

    and Israel will live in safety. 

This is the name by which he will be called: 

    The LORD Our Righteous Savior. 

 

  

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

 

Silent Night 

 

Glories stream from heaven afar. Heavenly hosts sing Hallelujah! 

Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 

 

 

When I was a child, we were poor. We rarely bought anything other than necessities 

throughout the year. About two months before Christmas, my parents asked me to write a 

list of all the things I wanted. I would pour through catalogs, go to stores (this was before 

the internet and cyber-browsing), and dream about all the things I could possibly enjoy 

for the coming year. After my list was complete, I anxiously anticipated the gifts that 

would appear under the tree. The waiting felt like years, but it was worth it. Christmas 

morning was the best day! I spent the rest of the year enjoying my new toys! 

 

God’s children, for hundreds of years, had anticipated the arrival of their Savior. Parents 

told their children of the coming King: the one who would save them all. Their kids told 

their kids. Everyone was anxiously awaiting the One they had heard about. The arrival of 

Jesus, their Savior, was a holy night. The heavens rejoiced. Angels sang. Shepherds 

quaked at the sight. At Christmas, we remember this day that heaven came to earth! The 

day God fulfilled His promise! The day God became man to redeem his children from a 

broken world. Your savior is here. He is present! You don’t have to anticipate something 

you already have. Celebrate. Enjoy the gift you have received! 

 

Question: 

 

In what areas of your life are you waiting and anticipating God’s presence? 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=jer+23%3A5-6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-19490a
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Friday December 25  Philippians 2:9-11 

 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 

 

Carols: A Christmas Devotional – Life Church. We thank YouVersion.com  for 

providing this devotion. 

 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

Come and behold Him, 

Born the King of Angels; 

O come, let us adore Him 

 

 

Adoration is a word that we love to use during the Christmas season thanks largely to the 

classic carol O Come, All Ye Faithful as we sing, “O come, let us adore Him.” So many 

of us during the Christmas season spend more time thinking about Christ and giving Him 

adoration than any other time of the year. Think about it for a moment. More people go to 

church during Christmas than any other time of the year. We also tend to find ourselves 

singing and listening to songs about Jesus more during the Christmas season than any 

other time of year. As a result, Christmas is a time when we love to praise Him, honor 

Him, and adore Him much in the way Philippians 2:9-11 describes. 

 

While it’s great that Christ earns so much of our attention and adoration during 

Christmas, it’s important to remember that we should pay that same amount of attention 

to Him 12 months a year instead of just one. Sure, it’s easy to get caught up in the 

Christmas spirit and spend more time thinking, singing, praying, and adoring Christ 

during December, but in order to have a true relationship with Christ we must adore and 

spend time with Him throughout the year. This year as you move out of the Christmas 

season and back into the normalcy of life, strive to find a way to capture that Christmas 

spirit that will enable you to adore Him and grow with Him every day of your life. 

 

Questions: 

 

What things keep you from adoring and spending time with Christ on a daily basis? 

 

What steps will you take to ensure that you spend time daily with Christ? 
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Saturday December 26 Psalm 115:1 - 118 

 
1 Not to us, LORD, not to us but to your name be the glory, because of your love and 

faithfulness. 
2 Why do the nations say, “Where is their God?” 
3 Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. 
4 But their idols are silver and gold, made by human hands. 
5 They have mouths, but cannot speak, eyes, but cannot see. 
6 They have ears, but cannot hear, noses, but cannot smell. 
7 They have hands, but cannot feel, feet, but cannot walk,  nor can they utter a sound with 

their throats. 
8 Those who make them will be like them, and so will all who trust in them. 
9 All you Israelites, trust in the LORD— he is their help and shield. 
10 House of Aaron, trust in the LORD— he is their help and shield. 
11 You who fear him, trust in the LORD—  he is their help and shield. 
12 The LORD remembers us and will bless us: He will bless his people Israel, he will bless 

the house of Aaron, 
13 he will bless those who fear the LORD— small and great alike. 
14 May the LORD cause you to flourish, both you and your children. 
15 May you be blessed by the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. 
16 The highest heavens belong to the LORD, but the earth he has given to mankind. 
17 It is not the dead who praise the LORD, those who go down to the place of silence; 
18 it is we who extol the LORD, both now and forevermore. Praise the LORD. 

 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

Here’s the bottom line. The Christian life, the church, our faith are not about us, they’re 

about Him—His plan, His kingdom, His glory. 

 

 

It really is the struggle of struggles. It is counterintuitive for us all. It is the thing that 

makes our lives messy and our relationships conflicted. It is what sidetracks our thoughts 

and kidnaps our desires. It is the thing below all the other things that you could point to 

that argues for our need for grace. It is the one battle that one never escapes. It is the one 

place where ten out of ten of us need rescue. It is the fight that God wages on our behalf 

to help us to remember that life is simply not about us. It is about God—His plan, His 

kingdom, and His glory.  

 

 

This is precisely why the first four words of the Bible may be its most important words: 

“In the beginning, God . . .” These are four thunderously important words. They really do 
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change everything, from the way that you think about your identity, meaning, and 

purpose to the way that you approach even the most incidental of human duties. 

Everything that was created was made by God and for God. All the glories of the created 

world were designed to point to His glory. The universe is His, designed to function 

according to His purpose and plan. That includes you and me. We were not made to live 

independent, self-directed lives. We were not meant to exist according to our own little 

self-oriented plans, living for our own moments of glory. No, we were created to live for 

Him.  

 

Where is this Godward living meant to find expression? It is meant to be expressed not 

just in the religious dimension of our lives, but in every aspect of our existence. I love 

how Paul captures this in 1 Corinthians 10:31: “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever 

you do, do all to the glory of God.” When Paul thinks of the call to live for the glory of 

God, he doesn’t first think of the big, life-changing, self-consciously spiritual moments of 

life. No, he thinks of something as mundane and repetitive as eating and drinking. Even 

the most regular, seemingly unimportant tasks of my life must be shaped and directed by 

a heartfelt desire for the glory of God. Now, I don’t know about you, but in the busyness 

of life I lose sight of God’s existence, let alone His glory!  

 

Let’s start the new year by admitting that there is nothing less natural for us than to live 

for the glory of another. This admission is the doorway not to despair, but to hope. God 

knew that in your sin you would never live this way, so He sent His Son to live the life 

you couldn’t, to die on your behalf, and to rise again, conquering sin and death. He did 

this so that you would not only be forgiven for your allegiance to your own glory, but 

have every grace you need to live for His. When you admit your need for help, you 

connect yourself to the rescue He has already provided in His Son, Jesus. Reach out for 

hope by reaching out for the rescue again today. 
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Sunday December 27 2 Corinthians 5:1-10  

 

5 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we 

groan, longing to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are 

clothed, we will not be found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are 

burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our 

heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who 

has fashioned us for this very purpose is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, 

guaranteeing what is to come. 
6 Therefore we are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body 

we are away from the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, 

and would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it 

our goal to please him, whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10 For we 

must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is 

due us for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad. 

 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

Your rest is not to be found in figuring your life out, but in trusting the One who has it all 

figured out for your good and His glory. 

 

 

We were on our way to the local mall with our two young boys when the three year-old 

asked out of the blue, “Daddy, if God made everything, did he make light poles?” I had 

the thought that all parents have again and again as they deal with the endless “why” 

questions that little ones ask: “How do we get from where we are to where we need to be 

in this conversation?” Or, “Why does he have to ask me ‘why’ questions all the time?”  

 

 

Human beings have a deep desire to know and understand. We spend much of our daily 

mental time trying to figure things out. We don’t live by instinct. We don’t leave our 

lives alone. We are all theologians. We are all philosophers. We are all archaeologists 

who dig into the mounds of our lives to try to make sense of the civilization that is our 

story. This God-designed mental motivation is accompanied by wonderful and 

mysterious analytical gifts. This drive and those gifts set us apart from the rest of 

creation. They are holy, created by God to draw us to Him, so that we can know Him and 

understand ourselves in light of His existence and will.  
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But sin makes this drive and these gifts dangerous. It tempts us to think that we can find 

our hearts by figuring it all out. It’s the “If only I could understand this or that, then I’d 

be secure” way of living. But it never works. In your most brilliant moment, you will still 

be left with mystery in your life; sometimes even painful mystery. We all face things that 

appear to make little sense and don’t seem to serve any good purpose. So rest is never 

found in the quest to understand it all. No, rest is found in trusting the One who 

understands it all and rules it all for His glory and our good.  

 

 

Few passages capture that rest better than Psalm 62:5–7: “For God alone, O my soul, wait 

in silence, for my hope is from him. He only is my rock and my salvation, my fortress; I 

shall not be shaken. On God rests my salvation and my glory; my mighty rock, my refuge 

is God.”  

 

 

In moments when you wish you knew what you can’t know, there is rest to be found. 

There is One who knows. He loves you and rules what you don’t understand with your 

good in mind. 
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Monday December 28 Luke 12:13-21 

 
13 Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 

with me.” 
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed Me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then 

He said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not 

consist in an abundance of possessions.” 
16 And He told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an abundant 

harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store my crops.’ 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, 

and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of 

grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 
20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from 

you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 
21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not rich 

toward God.” 

 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

If eternity is the plan, then it makes no sense to shrink your living down to the needs and 

wants of this little moment. 

 

 

There is no doubt about it—the Bible is a big-picture book that calls us to big-picture 

living. It stretches the elasticity of your mind as it calls you to think about things before 

the world began and thousands of years into eternity. The Bible simply does not permit 

you to live for the moment. It doesn’t give you room to shrink your thoughts, desires, 

words, and actions down to whatever spontaneous thought, emotion, or need grips you at 

any given time. In a moment, your thoughts can seem more important than they actually 

are. In a moment, your emotions can seem more reliable than they really are. In a 

moment, your needs can seem more essential than they truly are. We are meant to live 

lives that are connected to beginnings and to endings. And we are meant to live this way 

because all that we do is meant to have connection to the God of beginnings and endings, 

by whom and for whom we were created.  

 

 

It’s hard to live with eternity in view. Life does shrink to the moment again and again. 

There are moments when it seems that the most important thing in life is getting through 

this traffic, winning this argument, or satisfying this sexual desire. There are moments 

when our happiness and contentment shrink to getting those new shoes or to the steak 

that is just ten minutes away. There are moments when who we are, who God is, and 
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where this whole thing is going shrink into the background of the thoughts, emotions, and 

needs of the moment. There are moments when we get lost in the middle of God’s story. 

We lose our minds, we lose our sense of direction, and we lose our remembrance of 

Him.  

 

 

God reminds us that this is not all there is, that we were created and re-created in Christ 

Jesus for eternity. He reminds us not to live for the treasures of the moment: “Do not lay 

up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matt. 6:19–20).  

 

 

Think about this: if God has already granted you a place in eternity, then He has also 

granted you all the grace you need along the way, or you’d never get there. There is grace 

for our fickle and easily distracted hearts. There is rescue for our self-absorption and lack 

of focus. The God of eternity grants you His eternal grace so that you can live with 

eternity in view.  
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Tuesday December 29 Isaiah 40:28-31 

 
28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the 

Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and His understanding 

no one can fathom.  
29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the power of the weak.  
30 Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 
31 but those who hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like 

eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

The best theology will not remove mystery from your life, so rest is found in trusting the 

One who rules, is all, and knows no mystery. 

 

 

Her voice quivered that morning as she told me to get home as quickly as I could. My 

wife, Luella, is a very emotionally stable woman. She isn’t easily rocked. I knew what we 

were facing was serious because it had rocked her. I was about six hours away; with my 

assistant, I made the nervous trip home.  

 

 

Nicole, our daughter, had started her walk home from work late the previous night, as she 

had done many nights before. A car driven by a drunk and unlicensed driver careened up 

on the sidewalk and crushed Nicole against a wall. She had devastating injuries, 

including eleven breaks of her pelvis and massive internal bleeding. When I finally got to 

the hospital and walked into Nicole’s intensive-care room, I did what any father with a 

drop of parental blood in him would do. I fell apart. I crawled up on Nicole’s bed, not 

sure if she could hear me, and said, “It’s Dad, you’re not alone, and God is with you, 

too.”  

 

 

When I walked into that room, it was as if the whole world went dark. My heart cried, 

“Why, why, why?” If I could choose, I wouldn’t have any of my children go through 

such a thing. And if I had had to choose one of my children, I wouldn’t have chosen 

Nicole at that moment in her life; she seemed so vulnerable. In an instant, we were cast 

into life-changing mystery, and our theological non-negotiables didn’t take that mystery 

away. Nicole did recover well, but we lived through four years of travail.  

 

 

I held onto the thought that our lives were not out of control. We were comforted again 

and again with the thought that when it came to Nicole’s accident, God was neither 
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surprised nor afraid. You see, there is no mystery with God. He is never caught off guard. 

He never wonders how He is going to deal with the unexpected thing. I love the words of 

Daniel 2:22: “He knows what is in the darkness, and light dwells with him.”  

 

 

God is with you in your moments of darkness because He will never leave you. But your 

darkness isn’t dark to Him. Your mysteries aren’t mysterious to Him. Your surprises 

don’t surprise Him. He understands all the things that confuse you the most. Not only are 

your mysteries not mysterious to Him, but He is in complete charge of all that is 

mysterious to you and me.  

 

 

Remember today that there is One who looks at what you see as dark and sees light. And 

as you remember that, remember, too, that He is the ultimate definition of everything that 

is wise, good, true, loving, and faithful. He holds both you and your mysteries in His 

gracious hands, and because He does, you can find rest even when the darkness of 

mystery has entered your door.  
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Wednesday December 30 Galatians 3:1-14 

 

3 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was 

clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you 

receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so 

foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of 

the flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I 

ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, 

or by your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.” 
7 Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture 

foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in 

advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on 

faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith. 
10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the 

Law.” 11 Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the 

righteous will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, 

“The person who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the 

curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is 

hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might 

come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise 

of the Spirit. 

 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

 

If you obey for a thousand years, you’re no more accepted than when you first believed; 

your acceptance is based on Christ’s righteousness and not yours. 

 

 

The fact is that sin is a bigger disaster than we think it is and grace is more amazing than 

we seem to be able to grasp that it is. No one who really understands what Scripture has 

to say about the comprehensive, every-aspect-of-your-personhood altering nature of sin 

would ever think that anyone could muster enough motivation and strength to rise to 

God’s standard of perfection. The thought that any fallen human being would be able to 

perform his or her way into acceptance with God has to be the most insane of all 

delusions. Yet we all tend to think that we are more righteous than we are, and when we 

think this, we have taken the first step to embracing the delusion that maybe we’re not so 

bad in God’s eyes after all.  
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This is why the reality check of Romans 3:20 is so important. Paul writes, “For by works 

of the law no human being will be justified in his sight.” If you prayed every moment of 

your life, you could not pray enough prayers to earn acceptance with God. If you gave 

every penny of every dollar that you ever earned in every job you ever had, you could not 

give enough to deserve acceptance with God. If every word you ever spoke was uttered 

with the purest of conscientious motivations, you would never be able to speak your way 

into reconciliation with God. If you gave yourself to an unbroken, moment-by-moment 

life of ministry, you could never minister enough to achieve God’s favor. Sin is too big. 

God’s bar is too high. It is beyond the reach of every human being who has ever taken his 

or her first breath.  

 

 

This is why God, in love, sent his Son: “God shows his love for us in that while we were 

still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). You see, there was and is no other way. 

There is only one portal to acceptance with God—the righteousness of Christ. His 

righteousness is given over to our account; sinners are welcomed into the presence of a 

holy God based on the perfect obedience of another. Christ is our hope, Christ is our rest, 

Christ is our peace. He perfectly fulfilled God’s requirement so that in our sin, weakness, 

and failure we would never again have to fear God’s anger. This is what grace does! So 

as the children of grace, we obey as a service of worship, not in a desperate attempt to do 

what is impossible—independently earn God’s favor.  
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Thursday December 31 1 Timothy 6:6-10 

 
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For we brought nothing into the world, 

and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content 

with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many 

foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love 

of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from 

the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

Contentment celebrates grace. The contented heart is satisfied with the Giver and is 

therefore freed from craving the next gift. 

 

Sin does two very significant things to us all. First, it causes us all to insert ourselves into the 

center of our worlds, making life all about us. In our self-focus, we are all too motivated by our 

wants, our needs, and our feelings, and because we are, we tend to be more aware of what we 

don’t have than of the many wonderful blessings that we have been given. But there is more; 

because we are self-focused, we tend to be scorekeepers, constantly comparing our piles of 

stuff to the piles of others. It’s a life of discontentment and envy. Envy is always selfish.  

 

There is a second thing of equal significance that sin does to us. It causes us to look 

horizontally for what can only ever be found vertically. So we look to creation for life, 

hope, peace, rest, contentment, identity, meaning and purpose, inner peace, and 

motivation to continue. The problem is that nothing in creation can give you these things. 

Creation was never designed to satisfy your heart. Creation was made to be one big finger 

pointing you to the One who alone has the ability to satisfy your heart. Many people will 

get up today and in some way will ask creation to be their savior, that is, to give them 

what only God is able to give.  

 

“Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My 

flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my portion forever” 

(Psalm. 73:25–26). These are the words of a man who learned the secret to contentment. When 

you are satisfied with the Giver, because you have found in Him the life you were looking for, 

you are freed from the ravenous quest for satisfaction that is the discouraging existence of so 

many people. Yes, it is true that your heart will rest only ever when it has found its rest in Him.  

 

Here is one of the most beautiful fruits of grace—a heart that is content, more given to 

worship than demand and more given to the joy of gratitude than the anxiety of want. It is 

grace and grace alone that can make this kind of peaceful living possible for each of us. 

Won’t you reach out today for that grace?  
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Friday January 1 Romans 8:1-17 

 

8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because 

through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of 

sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the 

flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin 

offering. And so He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of 

the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit. 
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but 

those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 

desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is 

life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 

God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed 

the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 

belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death 

because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of Him who 

raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies because of His Spirit who lives in you. 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 

according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you 

received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 

received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 

 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in 

His sufferings in order that we may also share in His glory. 

 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

Every day you need it. You and I simply can’t live without it. What is it? The indwelling 

presence of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

I don’t know where I was when the memo went out. I’m not sure why I missed the 

discussion. I can’t explain why I had this miserable gap in my understanding of the 

gospel. I can’t tell you why this item was missing in my theological outline, but it was, 

and the fact that it was missing made my Christian life pretty miserable.  
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Here was my functional theology of my life as a child of God: I knew that by grace I had 

been granted God’s forgiveness and I knew that I had been graced with an all-inclusive 

pass into eternity, but I thought that between now and then, my job was to just gut it out. 

It was my responsibility to identify sin, to cut it out of my life, and to give myself to 

living in a much better, more biblical way. I tried this, trust me; I tried it and found it 

didn’t work. I messed up again and again. It seemed that I failed more times than I 

succeeded. I became more and more frustrated and discouraged. It felt as if I had been 

drafted into a game that I had no ability to play, by someone who kept perfect score. I can 

remember the moment in college when it all came to a head. It was six o’clock in the 

morning, as I was having the devotions that I really didn’t want to have, when I finally 

put my head down on my desk and cried, “I can’t do what you’re asking me to do!” Then 

I read the next chapter in my daily Bible reading, and by God’s grace it was Romans 8.  

 

 

I read that chapter over and over, including these words: “For if you live according to the 

flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will 

live” (v. 13). They were like fireworks going off in my head. God knew that my need as a 

sinner was so great that it was not enough for Him to just forgive me; He had to come 

and live inside me or I would not be what I had been re-created to be or do what I had 

been reborn to do.  

 

 

I need the presence and power of the Holy Spirit living inside me because sin kidnaps the 

desires of my heart, blinds my eyes, and weakens my knees. My problem is not just the 

guilt of sin; it’s the inability of sin as well. So God graces His children with the 

convicting, sight-giving, desire-producing, and strength-affording presence of the Spirit. 

It can’t be said any better than Paul says it at the end of his discussion of the gift of the 

Spirit: “He gives life to your mortal bodies” (Romans. 8:11, my paraphrase).  
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Saturday January 2  Mark 6:45-52 

 
45 Immediately Jesus made his disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 

Bethsaida, while he dismissed the crowd. 46 After leaving them, he went up on a 

mountainside to pray. 
47 Later that night, the boat was in the middle of the lake, and he was alone on land. 48 He 

saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly before 

dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them, 49 but when 

they saw him walking on the lake, they thought he was a ghost. They cried out, 50 because 

they all saw him and were terrified. 

Immediately he spoke to them and said, “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 51 Then 

he climbed into the boat with them, and the wind died down. They were completely 

amazed, 52 for they had not understood about the loaves; their hearts were hardened. 

 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this 

devotion. 

 

 

God calls you to believe and then works with zeal to craft you into a person who really 

does live by faith. 

 

 

I don’t know how much you’ve thought about this, but faith isn’t natural for you and me. 

Doubt is natural. Fear is natural. Living on the basis of your collected experience is 

natural. Pushing the current catalog of personal “what-ifs” through your mind before you 

go to sleep or when you wake up in the morning is natural. Living based on the thinking 

of your brain and your physical senses is natural. Envying the life of someone else and 

wondering why it isn’t your life is natural. Wishing that you were more sovereign over 

people, situations, and locations than you will ever be is natural. Manipulating your way 

into personal control so you can guarantee that you will get what you think you need is 

natural. Looking horizontally for the peace that you will only ever find vertically is 

natural. Anxiously wishing for change in things that you have no ability to change is 

natural. Giving way to despondency, discouragement, depression, or despair is natural. 

Numbing yourself with busyness, material things, media, food, or some other substance is 

natural. Lowering your standards to deal with your disappointment is natural. But faith 

simply isn’t natural to us.  

 

 

So, in grace, God grants us to believe. As Paul says in Ephesians 2:8, faith really is the 

gift of God. There is no more counterintuitive function to the average, sin-damaged 

human being than faith in God. Sure, we’ll put our faith in a lot of things, but not in a 

God we cannot see or hear, who makes promises so grand they seem impossible to keep. 
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God gives us the power to first believe, but He doesn’t stop there. By grace He works in 

the situations, locations, and relationships of our everyday lives to craft, hammer, bend, 

and mold us into people who build life based on the radical belief that He really does 

exist and He really does reward those who seek Him (Hebrews 11:6).  

 

 

Next time you face the unexpected, a moment of difficulty you really don’t want to go 

through, remember that such a moment doesn’t picture a God who has forgotten you, but 

one who is near to you and doing in you a very good thing. He is rescuing you from 

thinking that you can live the life you were meant to live while relying on the inadequate 

resources of your wisdom, experience, righteousness, and strength; and He is 

transforming you into a person who lives a life shaped by radical God-centered faith. He 

is the ultimate craftsman, and we are His clay. He will not take us off His wheel until His 

fingers have molded us into those who really do believe and do not do 
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Sunday January 3 Isaiah 51:12-16 

 
12 “I, even I, am he who comforts you. Who are you that you fear mere mortals, human 

beings who are but grass, 
13 that you forget the LORD your Maker, who stretches out the heavens and who lays the 

foundations of the earth, that you live in constant terror every day because of the wrath 

of the oppressor, who is bent on destruction? For where is the wrath of the oppressor? 
14  The cowering prisoners will soon be set free; they will not die in their dungeon, 

    nor will they lack bread. 
15 For I am the LORD your God, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar 

the LORD Almighty is His name. 
16 I have put my words in your mouth and covered you with the shadow of My hand— I 

who set the heavens in place, who laid the foundations of the earth, and who say to Zion, 

‘You are My people.’” 

 

New Year, New Mercies – Paul Tripp. We thank YouVersion.com  for providing this devotion. 

 

For the believer, fear is always God-forgetful. If God is sovereign and His rule is 

complete, wise, righteous, and good, why would you fear? 

 

The words of Hezekiah, king of Judah, ring as true today as they did in the scary moment 

centuries and centuries ago when they were first spoken. Judah had been invaded by the 

powerful king of Assyria, Sennacherib. Hezekiah prepared and armed Judah for battle, 

but that is not all he did. He addressed the people with a more significant issue. He knew 

that in these moments God’s people were often given to fear, and he knew where that fear 

came from. Often in these moments of challenge the people of God would panic because 

they were identity amnesiacs. They would forget who they were as the children of God 

and they would forget who God is in all His almighty power and glory. So at this 

moment, Hezekiah knew that he couldn’t just be a good king and a skilled general; he 

must also be a wise pastor to his people.  

 

As they were preparing for the Assyrian onslaught, Hezekiah didn’t want the people of 

Judah to think that they were left to their battle courage, their war experience, and their 

skill with weapons. He wanted them to know that they had been amazingly blessed with 

another ingredient, one that they could not, must not forget. So he said: “Be strong and 

courageous. Do not be afraid or dismayed before the king of Assyria and all the horde 

that is with him. . . . With him is an arm of flesh, but with us is the Lord our God, to help 

us and to fight our battles” (2 Chronicles. 32:7–8).  

 

 

There will be a moment when you will ask, “Where is courage to be found to face what I 

am facing?” Hezekiah gives you your answer: “Look up and remember your God.” As 

God’s child, you are never left to battle on your own.  


