
Praying During The Covid-19 Crisis 
 

Covid-19 is a very serious global crisis affecting everyone’s life. How do we pray in a crisis? 
  There is a great example in the Bible of praying in a crisis. In our series “God’s Story Gives Our Story 
Hope” Jehoshaphat, the king of God’s people, was terrified because his nation was surrounded by three 
enemy armies that were stronger than his army. We can learn so much about prayer during a crisis from the 
highlights of Jehoshaphat’s powerful prayer in 2 Chronicles 20. 

The king inquired of the LORD seeking His will (verse 3). He told his people to fast and pray (verse 3). 
 The people came together to seek the LORD’s help (verse 4). Jehoshaphat praised the LORD for His sovereign 
control and power (verse 6). He praised God for His past faithfulness in keeping His promises and provision 
(Verse 7). The people cried out in distress and trusted that the LORD heard them and would save them (verse 
9). They believed God would bring justice (verse 12).  The king admitted that they had no power to solve the 
problem. They did not know what to do, but their eyes were focused on the LORD (verse 12).  All the men, 
their wives and children stood there before the LORD (verse 13).  

God’s Spirit replied to the people through His prophet encouraging them not to be afraid or 
discouraged because of the problem (verses 14-15). God’s Spirit promised them that the battle was not theirs, 
but God’s (verse 15). The LORD encouraged them to take up their positions; stand firm and see the 
deliverance the LORD would give them (verse 17). God urged them to go out to face the enemy knowing that 
the LORD would be with them (verse 17). 

All the people fell down in worship before the LORD and enthusiastically praised God (verse 19). The 
king inspired the people to believe that the LORD would uphold them (verse 20). The king appointed people to 
sing and praise God for the splendor of His holiness as they went ahead of the army, saying, “Give thanks to 
the LORD, for His love endures forever” (verse 21). 

The result was that the LORD caused Israel’s enemies to fight amongst themselves and Israel was 
spared. 
 

I am greatly inspired by the king’s prayer and our LORD’s response. Let’s apply his principles for effective 
prayer as we pray that the LORD both ends the covid-19 pandemic and draws people into a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ, our living hope. I urge you to pray regularly with your family, with your LIFE 
group online or 1-1 over the phone, and in our online prayer meeting this Sunday April 5 at 10:00 am at  
https://zoom.us/j/523760396. This Sunday you might like to join me in fasting (by not having breakfast) 
before we pray. You can pray silently if you like. 
 

You have someone praying for you. Each of our elders is praying for a segment of our congregation. Some 
elders are regularly phoning seniors who are shut in so that they can pray for them and serve their needs. 
 

The Cheyne church family is caring for one another. I am very glad to hear that many of you are supporting 
for one another over the phone and by Facebook. Several LIFE groups are meeting online. It was neat meeting 
online with some seniors in our seniors’ LIFE group this week. Contact your LIFE group leader about how you 
can benefit from this for spiritual growth, mutual support, and prayer.  
 

Robin, Marc, and our youth leaders have been meeting online with our teens midweek and Sundays.  Families 
are growing closer together as they pray together and talk about the LORD and how He can help us through 
this crisis. Robin and Marc continue to provide resources on our church website and Facebook page for 
families to grow together in their faith during this crisis. 
 
 
 
 

https://zoom.us/j/523760396


Family Ministry 
 

Watch for these weekly ministry events: 
 

 Adventure Club:   Tuesdays: Video shown online on our Website and Facebook Page. 
 High Voltage and EDGE: Various times throughout the week they can meet with Robin and Marc  

on Zoom, Instagram and Facetime. 
 CORE Youth (grades 6-12) Sundays at 7 pm on Zoom. 

 

Cheyne continues ministering to our community. It has been uplifting to see many of you sharing our 
Facebook and website posts and videos with your friends. Some community folks have expressed appreciation 
for our online ministry. Robin ran an online group for teens who don’t attend a church. Most importantly, 
many of you have been ministering to family and friends through prayer, phone calls, social media, and taking 
food supplies to people who cannot get out. It is wonderful to hear about your many expressions of Christ’s 
love to people who are struggling during this crisis. 
 

Share Our Easter Hope. We have been working hard to create our Good Friday and Easter Sunday services 
that you can view online at www.cheynechurch.com and at https://www.facebook.com/cheynechurch/.   We 
would like you to help us celebrate the Easter joy and hope that we all need so much this year. Please take a 
photo or a video with your smartphone that shows the joy that Easter brings you. We hope that families will 
have some fun with this. Folks can share how Easter brings you optimism, hope, and joy from the LORD. We 
believe that this will help our church family to connect together in an uplifting way while also sharing our 
Christian hope with our surrounding community. Please email your photo or video to 
robin@cheynechurch.com. We will also be celebrating communion in both our Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
videos online so please prepare your bread and juice for that. 
 

If you need help or want to help please contact Steve Lindsay at 905-520-8133 or steve@cheynechurch.com. 
 

Watch Messages of Hope Each Week. Steve, Robin, Marc, and Josh will provide uplifting video messages and 
worship music at www.cheynechurch.com and at https://www.facebook.com/cheynechurch/ each Sunday. 
 

Strengthen your friendship with God. Our daily devotions can help you with this. 
 

We can share God's hope with our community by our generosity. Cheyne Church is trying to touch people 
with God’s love online. The community around is looking for support both emotionally and tangibly. Your 
pastors are sharing Christ’s hope with the congregation and community through personal contact by phone 
and social media. You can invest several ways in our ongoing ministry that continues even with the building 
closed: 

 

 Check out online ways to give at http://cheynechurch.com/ways-to-give. 
 

 Mail a cheque made out to Cheyne Presbyterian Church. In the event of a possible postal disruption, 
please drop your envelope through the mail slot in the King Street door by the parking lot. Cheyne 
Presbyterian Church, 7 King Street West, Stoney Creek, ON, L8G 1G7. 

 

We appreciate your financial support of the ministries of Cheyne Presbyterian Church. Together we offer 
Christ’s peace and hope to our community. 
 

We are praying for you.  
 

Steve Lindsay, Robin Burley, Marc Johnson – Your pastors. 
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