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Daily Devotions 

 
September 7 – November 22, 2020 

 

Spend about 20 minutes each day with God in your personal daily devotion. After you’ve read 

the passage, scan the questions quickly to see which questions interest you the most. Don’t worry 

about doing all the questions. The important thing is to do the questions that help you in your 

walk with God and to take the time to truly encounter God.  Try to do the last question for each 

day that applies the truth to your life. For each day: 

 

Pray that God will speak to you. 

 

 

 

Learn what God is saying to you. 

 

 

 

Apply in love what God wants you to do. 
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Monday September 7 Luke 1:1-25  The Birth Of The King 

 

1 Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among 

us, 2 just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and 

servants of the word. 3 With this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything 

from the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most excellent  

Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught. 
5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 

priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them 

were righteous in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees 

blamelessly. 7 But they were childless because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were 

both very old. 
8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was 

chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and 

burn incense. 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers 

were praying outside. 
11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of 

incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel 

said to him: “Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will 

bear you a son, and you are to call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many 

will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to 

take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is 

born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And he will go 

on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their 

children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared 

for the Lord.” 
18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well 

along in years.” 
19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to 

speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to 

speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at 

their appointed time.” 
21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the 

temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in 

the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 
23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth 

became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” 

she said. “In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 

 

1. Considering the inability of Zechariah and Elizabeth to have children, how would the birth of 

this son affect Zechariah and Elizabeth? Describe the child’s mission in your own words 

(verses 5-17).  
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2. How did Zechariah react to the angel’s message (verse 18)? Why? How did the angel respond 

to Zechariah’s reaction (verses 19-20)? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Think about a person that you know who is frustrated with a difficult problem. Ask God to 

show you how you can give of yourself to help them at this difficult time. Ask God to 

minister to them and to use you as part of His plan to help them. 
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Tuesday September 8  Luke 1:26-38  The Birth Of The King 

 
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 

Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 

virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly 

favored! The Lord is with you.” 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be.  
30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 

 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your 

relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is 

in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the 

angel left her. 

 

1. What do you learn about Jesus Christ from the angel’s announcement (verses 30-33)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. God offered Mary to have His Son live in her body for nine months. God offers you to have 

His Son live in your body by His Holy Spirit. How is God’s offer to you better than His offer 

to Mary? Praise the Lord for how this can impact your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What could it cost Mary to be willing to let God birth His Son in her? Why do you think that 

Mary was willing to give so much of herself to God? Talk with the Lord about how you will 

develop the kind of giving spirit that Mary had. You could write that prayer here. 
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Wednesday September 9  Matthew 1:18-25 The Birth Of The King 

 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be 

married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be pregnant through the 

Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet did not want to 

expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, 

“Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is 

conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him 

the name Jesus, because He will save His people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The virgin will 

conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call Him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”). 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary 

home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage until she gave birth to a son. And 

he gave Him the name Jesus. 

 

1. According to the Law, Joseph could have Mary stoned for committing adultery or could have 

publicly divorced her. What would be attractive to Joseph about these two options? Why do 

you think he handled it as he did in verse 19? What would he be risking? Why would he be 

willing to risk this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What things did the angel say that helped to change Joseph’s mind about how he would deal 

with Mary (verses 20-25)? What would it cost Joseph to obey the angel? Why would he pay 

that price? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who is a person that you know who doesn’t realize that Christmas is really about God coming 

into the world to have a friendship with people that improves life? Pray that the Lord would help 

you share Christ with that person. How do you think that Christ could improve their life and meet 

their needs? Talk with them about what Christ has done for you and how much it means to you.  
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Thursday September 10  Luke 1:39-55  The Birth Of The King 

 
39 At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40 where she 

entered Zechariah’s home and greeted Elizabeth. 41 When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the 

baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42 In a loud voice she 

exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43 But why 

am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 As soon as the sound of your 

greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45 Blessed is she who has 

believed that the Lord would fulfill His promises to her!” 
46 And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord 
47     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for He has been mindful of the humble state of His servant. From now on all generations will 

call me blessed, 
49     for the Mighty One has done great things for me—holy is His name. 
50 His mercy extends to those who fear Him, from generation to generation. 
51 He has performed mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who are proud in their 

inmost thoughts. 
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has lifted up the humble. 
53 He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the rich away empty. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be merciful 
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever, just as He promised our ancestors.” 

 

 

1. How did Elizabeth indicate that she knew what her pregnancy and Mary’s pregnancy meant 

(verses 39-45)? What significance do you think that it had for Mary that Elizabeth knew the 

importance of Mary’s baby? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. In what ways could we describe both Mary and Elizabeth as “blessed” women (verses 39-45)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Judging from Elizabeth’s experience, what is it like to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

 

 

4. Think about a friend or acquaintance who is discouraged this Christmas. Ask God to show 

you how He would like you to give yourself to minsiter to that person. Ask God to fill your 

heart with His burden and love for them. 
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Friday September 11  Luke 2:1-20  The Birth Of The King 

 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with 

Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, 

the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped 

Him in cloths and placed Him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 

night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born 

to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom His favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
17 When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 

child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary 

treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they 

had been told. 

 

 

1. What can we learn from the examples of Mary and Joseph about responding to unexpected 

difficulties? How has God helped you with an unexpected difficulty? Thank God for what He is 

teaching you about dealing with difficulties and how He has helped you. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What three titles are given to Jesus in verse 11? What is significant about them for your life? 

How is this good news of great joy for you? 

 

 

 

 

3. How did the shepherds respond to the angels’ message (verses 15-20)? Why? What is the 

responsibility of those who discover the good news about Jesus? How well do you handle this 

responsibility? Why? Ask God to help you to joyfully fulfill your responsibility. 
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Saturday September 12  Matthew 2:1-12 The Birth Of The King 

 

2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 

came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 

His star when it rose and have come to worship Him.” 
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 When he had 

called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet 

has written: 
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 

appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon 

as you find Him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship Him.” 
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose 

went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 

star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with His mother Mary, 

and they bowed down and worshiped Him. Then they opened their treasures and presented Him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back 

to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 

 

Magi travel far from the east to present Jesus Christ with important gifts. 

 

Note: Magi, were wise men of high position, perhaps advisers to a king. They lived several thousand 

miles east of Jerusalem. They could have been eastern astrologers, who studied ancient manuscripts 

from around the world, including the Old Testament. There was a common belief back then that a 

Saviour was coming into the world to free people from all bondage. Many believed that a bright star in 

the sky was a sign that the Saviour was coming soon. 

Note: In verse 11, gold is a gift to honour a king. Incense is used by priests in worship to 

symbolize a sacrifice that pleases God. Myrrh is used to embalm someone who has died. 

 

 

1. Why would the Magi leave everything to follow that star (verses 1-2)?  

 

 

2. What did the Magi do when they met Jesus (verses 10-11)? What is the significance of their 

gifts? Why did they do these things when they met Jesus? 

 

 

 

3. What gift of money would demonstrate your love for Jesus and all that He has done for you 

this year? How could your gift of money help others find Christ? 
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Sunday September 13  John 1:1-18  The Birth Of The King 

 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 

with God in the beginning. 3 Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made 

that has been made. 4 In Him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines 

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 

concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he 

came only as a witness to the light. 
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 

and though the world was made through Him, the world did not recognize Him. 11 He came to 

that which was His own, but His own did not receive Him. 12 Yet to all who did receive Him, to 

those who believed in His name, He gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born 

not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
14 The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us. We have seen His glory, the glory of 

the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
15 (John testified concerning Him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 

said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of His 

fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given 

through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the 

one and only Son, who is Himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made 

Him known. 

 

1. Why does this Gospel begin “in the beginning” rather than at Jesus’ birth? 

 

 

 

 

2. What facts about the Word can you find in the following verses and what is their 

significance: 

 

• In verses 1-5? 

 

 

• In verses 10-18?  

 

 

3. How can a person become a child of God (verses 12-13)? How have you experienced this in 

your life? 

 

 

 

4. Thank Jesus Christ for how He has revealed God to you. 
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Monday September 14 Matthew 3:1-12 Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 

3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2 and saying, 

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is he who was spoken of through the 

prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for Him.’” 
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food 

was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole 

region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he 

said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Produce 

fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for 

Abraham. 10 The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good 

fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes One who is more powerful than 

I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and 

fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will clear His threshing floor, gathering His 

wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

 

1. Why would anyone go out of their way to hear this radical preacher in the desert (verses 7-8)? 

 

 

 

 

2. How would you express John’s message for today (verse 2)? What is the kingdom of 

heaven? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does John mean in verses 11-13 by: 

 

• The baptism by water? 

 

• The baptism by the Holy Spirit? 

 

• The baptism by fire? 

 

 

 

 

4. Talk with God about the role that repentance has played in your salvation and daily Christian 

growth. Thank God for leading you to repent and blessing you when you repent. 
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Tuesday September 15  Matthew 3:13-17 Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter 

Him, saying, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” 
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then 

John consented. 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him. 17 And a 

voice from heaven said, “This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.” 

 

 

1. Why did Jesus want to be baptized? What did He mean by this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do we learn about God in verses 16-17? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think it meant to Jesus to hear His Father say what He did in verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. God wants to be able to say to you when your life is over: “This is My child, whom I love; with 

him / her I am well pleased.” What has God done to make this possible? Thank Him for that.  

 

 

 

 

 

5. What is the Holy Spirit urging you to do so that the Father can affirm you? Talk with the 

Lord about how you will respond to His prompting. 
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Wednesday September 16  Matthew 4:1-11 Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting 

forty days and forty nights, He was hungry. 3 The tempter came to Him and said, “If you are the 

Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took Him to the holy city and had Him stand on the highest point of the temple. 

 6 “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 

“‘He will command His angels concerning You, and they will lift You up in their hands, so that 

You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world 

and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and 

serve Him only.’” 
11 Then the devil left Him, and angels came and attended Him. 

 

1. For each of the three temptations that Jesus faced, fill out the following chart: 

 

Verses What was the 

nature of 

temptation? 

What potentially 

might appeal to 

Jesus?  

What price would 

there be if Jesus 

did yield? 

How did Jesus respond? 

Verses 

2-4 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Verses 

5-7 

 

 

 

    

Verses 

8-11 

 

 

 

    

 

2. In what area are you most likely to be tempted? 

 

 

 

3. Talk with the Lord about that temptation. Why are you vulnerable? How do you sense the 

Lord wanting to help you resist it? Pray that the Lord helps you resist that temptation. 
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Thursday September 17 Matthew 4:12-25  Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He withdrew to Galilee. 13 Leaving 

Nazareth, He went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake in the area of Zebulun and 

Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the prophet Isaiah: 
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 

Gentiles — 16 the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of 

the shadow of death a light has dawned.” 
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 

his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, 

follow Me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets 

and followed Him. 21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 

his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus 

called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him. 
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the 

kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people. 24 News about Him spread 

all over Syria, and people brought to Him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering 

severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and He healed 

them. 25 Large crowds from Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea and the region across the 

Jordan followed Him. 

 

1. How had the people been living in darkness (verse 16)?  What was Jesus’ message? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the relationship between repentance, the kingdom of heaven, and the light (verses 

15-17)? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think the men responded to Jesus’ call as they did in verses 18-22? 

 

 

 

 

4. Why did you respond to Jesus’ call? Talk with the Lord about your current response to God’s 

call and how the Lord wants to develop your response. 
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Friday September 18  Matthew 11:25-30 Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 
25 At that time Jesus said, “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because You have 

hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, 

Father, for this is what You were pleased to do. 
27 “All things have been committed to Me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, 

and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him. 
28 “Come to Me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.” 

 

 

1. Why is the gospel hidden from some and revealed to others (verses 25-27)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Jesus mean by taking up His yoke (verses 28-30)? What does He mean by “rest” 

(verse 29)? How does His advice lead to “rest”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Is Jesus’ yoke resting lightly on you, or are you struggling to get out from under it? Why? 

Pray that the Lord will help you put into practice His teaching in verses 28-30 with His help. 
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Saturday September 19  John 3:1-21  Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 

council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that You are a teacher who has 

come from God. For no one could perform the signs You are doing if God were not with him.” 
3 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born again.” 
4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot enter a 

second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 
5 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are 

born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You 

should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it 

pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is 

with everyone born of the Spirit.” 
9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 
10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly 

I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do 

not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how 

then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except 

the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the 

wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal 

life in Him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 

the world, but to save the world through Him. 18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but 

whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name 

of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved 

darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, 

and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by 

the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has been 

done in the sight of God. 

 

1. What does Jesus claim about Himself in verses 13-15? 

 

 

 

2. How do verses 14 to 21 help us to understand how a person can be saved from condemnation 

to enjoy eternal life with God? 

 

 

 

3. What does it mean to be born again? How has the new birth blessed your life? 

 

 

 

4. Share with a friend how God has blessed your life with the new birth and how you were born 

again. 
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Sunday September 20  John 4:1-26  Jesus’ Ministry Begins 

 

4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that He was gaining and baptizing more 

disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but His disciples. 3 So He 

left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 4 Now He had to go through Samaria. 5 So He 

came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to His son 

Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as He was from the journey, sat down by the 

well. It was about noon. 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to 

her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
9 The Samaritan woman said to Him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can 

you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 
10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you 

would have asked Him and He would have given you living water.” 
11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you 

get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank 

from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 
13 Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks 

the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a 

spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep 

coming here to draw water.” 
16 He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.” 
17 “I have no husband,” she replied. 

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five 

husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 
19 “Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this 

mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 
21 “Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe Me, a time is coming when you will worship the Father 

neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we 

worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 Yet a time is coming and has now 

come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the 

kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is Spirit, and His worshipers must worship in the 

Spirit and in truth.” 
25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When He comes, He will 

explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the One speaking to you—I am He.” 

 

1. What do you think that the Samaritan woman was thirsting for? How can Jesus give her 

living water (John 4:10, 13)? 

 

2. How has Jesus satisfied your thirst in life? Thank Him for that. 

 

3. What do we learn about Jesus’ concern for people in this passage? 

 

4. What aspects of Jesus’ conversation could you use as a model for your own discussion with 

searching friends? 
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Monday September 21 Matthew 5:1-11 No Ordinary Man 

 

5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, He went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 

came to Him, 2 and He began to teach them. 

He said: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
8 Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of Me. 

 

Notes: 

In verse 3, “blessed” means more than happiness (which is an emotion that depends upon outward 

circumstances). “Blessed” refers to the ultimate well-being and distinctive spiritual joy of those 

who share in the salvation of the kingdom of God. 

In verse 3, “poor in spirit” refers to seeing your need for God. 

In verse 5, “meek” means humility, especially in God’s presence. 

In verse 8, “pure in heart” means inner moral purity that shows itself in sincere living without 

hypocrisy. 

 

1. For each of the eight beatitudes: 

 

• What does the beatitude mean to you personally? 

 

 

 

 

 

• How do we put the beatitude into practice? 

 

 

 

 

 

• How does the beatitude actually bless us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Thank God for ways that He has blessed you as you practise the beatitudes. 
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Tuesday September 22  Matthew 6:1-14 No Ordinary Man 

 

6 Jesus said, “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by 

them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the 

synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in 

secret, will reward you. 
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 

synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their 

reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 

Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 And 

when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of 

their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him. 
9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your name, 
10 Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
11 Give us today our daily bread. 
12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 
14 For if you forgive other people when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also 

forgive you. 

 

 

1. How does Jesus tell us to pray (verses 5-8)? Why? 

 

 

 

 

2. How is forgiveness connected to our praying? Why? 

 

 

 

 

3. Is there someone you need to forgive in order to receive God’s forgiveness? Talk with the Lord 

about what He would like you to do about this. 

 

 

 

 

4. Pray through the Lord’s prayer slowly. Reflect about each sentence and what it really means. 

Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you in praying in more detail for each point in the Lord’s prayer. 
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Wednesday September 23  Matthew 6:25-34 No Ordinary Man 

 
25 Jesus said, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 

about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 

clothes? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet 

your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of 

you by worrying add a single hour to your life? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not 

labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of 

these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is 

thrown into the fire, will He not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, 

saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the 

pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But 

seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as 

well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 

has enough trouble of its own. 

 

 

1. When Jesus tells us not to worry about what to eat or drink or wear, He doesn’t mean that 

these things don’t matter or that we shouldn’t work for these things. The point was priorities. 

If we set aside worry and aim at God’s priorities, then food, drink, and clothing will look 

after themselves. Why is worry so difficult to set aside in favour of God’s priorities? 

 

 

 

 

2. What reasons does Jesus give for refusing to worry? 

 

 

 

 

3. According to Jesus, what are we to seek in place of food and clothes? What results from 

seeking this?  

 

 

 

4. What is one thing you can do this week to “seek first His kingdom and righteousness”? 

 

 

 

 

5. What causes you the most worry? What is God saying to you through this passage about 

handling your particular worry or disappointment? Start acting on that today. 
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Thursday September 24  Matthew 9:1-8 No Ordinary Man 

 

9 Jesus stepped into a boat, crossed over and came to His own town. 2 Some men brought to Him 

a paralyzed man, lying on a mat. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the man, “Take 

heart, son; your sins are forgiven.” 
3 At this, some of the teachers of the law said to themselves, “This fellow is blaspheming!” 
4 Knowing their thoughts, Jesus said, “Why do you entertain evil thoughts in your hearts? 

 5 Which is easier: to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? 6 But I want you 

to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So He said to the paralyzed 

man, “Get up, take your mat and go home.” 7 Then the man got up and went home. 8 When the 

crowd saw this, they were filled with awe; and they praised God, who had given such authority 

to man. 

 

 

1. What did the people expect Jesus to do? Why did Jesus heal the man’s sins instead? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why would that be considered blasphemy? 

 

 

 

 

3. How did Jesus demonstrate that He had indeed forgiven the man’s sins? 

 

 

 

 

4. What is Jesus revealing about Himself here? Thank Jesus for revealing this truth about Him 

to you personally. 

 

 

 

 

5. If Jesus really does forgive sin, why do so many Christians struggle with their forgiveness? 

Do you believe that the Lord has completely forgiven you? Receive Christ’s complete 

forgiveness now. 
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Friday September 25  Matthew 14:22-36 No Ordinary Man 

 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of Him to the other 

side, while He dismissed the crowd. 23 After He had dismissed them, He went up on a 

mountainside by Himself to pray. Later that night, He was there alone, 24 and the boat was 

already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples saw 

Him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
29 “Come,” He said. 

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he 

saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out His hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why 

did you doubt?” 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat 

worshiped Him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
34 When they had crossed over, they landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place 

recognized Jesus, they sent word to all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to 

Him 36 and begged Him to let the sick just touch the edge of His cloak, and all who touched it 

were healed. 

 

1. This story occurred immediately after the feeding of the five thousand. Why do you think 

that Jesus decided to separate Himself from both the crowd and the disciples and spend time 

alone in prayer? 

 

 

 

2. How did Jesus try to calm the disciples’ fear in the storm? 

 

 

 

3. Why did Peter get out of the boat? What happened to Peter? Why? How did Jesus respond to 

Peter?  

 

 

 

4. What did the disciples learn through this experience? 

 

 

 

5. Spiritually, where is God leading you to step out of the comfort zone and walk in faith with 

Him? What do you fear? Talk with the Lord about how this story encourages you to follow 

Jesus in this situation. 
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Saturday September 26  Luke 10:25-37 No Ordinary Man 

 
25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must 

I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 “What is written in the Law?” He replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 

your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 
28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 
30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked 

by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A 

priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the 

other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took 

pity on him. 34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put 

the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took 

out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I 

will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 
36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 
37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

1. If you had been travelling down the road to Jericho, what would you have likely done? Why? 

 

 

 

 

2. How does this parable answer the question: “And who is my neighbour?” (verse 29). 

 

 

 

3. What grade would God give you over this last week for loving God wholeheartedly? For 

loving other people? 

 

 

 

4. Who has been a good Samaritan to you in your life? Take time to thank them for that and 

what it means to you. 

 

 

 

5. How can you be a good Samaritan to a person in need in your life? Commit in prayer to the 

Lord to serve that person. You could record that prayer here. 
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Sunday September 27  Luke 15:11-32 No Ordinary Man 

 
11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 
13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and 

there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe 

famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a 

citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his stomach 

with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 
17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to 

spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to him: 

Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your 

son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 

him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 
21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 
22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 

on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and 

celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they 

began to celebrate. 
25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and 

dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your brother has 

come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 
28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with 

him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and never 

disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my 

friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes 

home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 
31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we 

had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’” 

 

1. In what ways have you been like the younger brother in your life? Why did you do that? 

 

 

2. In what ways has God been like the father to you in your life? Thank God for that. 

 

 

3. In what ways have you been like the older brother to other people? Why?  

 

 

4. Talk with the Lord about how you can show more of His grace to people who have wandered 

from God. 
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Monday September 28 Luke 9:18-27  Jesus, The Son Of God 

 
18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and His disciples were with Him, He asked 

them, “Who do the crowds say I am?” 
19 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the 

prophets of long ago has come back to life.” 
20 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Peter answered, “God’s Messiah.” 
21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone. 22 And He said, “The Son of Man must 

suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the 

law, and He must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.” 
23 Then He said to them all: “Whoever wants to be My disciple must deny themselves and take up 

their cross daily and follow Me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever 

loses their life for Me will save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, and yet 

lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be 

ashamed of them when He comes in His glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 
27 “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom 

of God.” 

 

1. If Jesus asked you His question in verse 20, what would you say? Why? 

 

 

 

2. What activities and attitudes are key to following Christ (verses 23-27)? Why are they 

important? 

 

 

 

3. What are some ways that you have: 

 

• Denied yourself? 

 

 

• Taken up your cross daily? 

 

 

• Followed Christ? 

 

 

• Lost your life for Christ? 

 

 

4. Thank the Lord for the progress He is helping you to make as His disciple. Express your 

passion to go further with Him. 
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Tuesday September 29  Matthew 17:1-13 Jesus, The Son Of God 

 

17 After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them 

up a high mountain by themselves. 2 There He was transfigured before them. His face shone like 

the sun, and His clothes became as white as the light. 3 Just then there appeared before them 

Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 
4 Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—

one for You, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 
5 While He was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from the cloud said, 

“This is My Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased. Listen to Him!” 
6 When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7 But Jesus came and 

touched them. “Get up,” He said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8 When they looked up, they saw no one 

except Jesus. 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell anyone what you 

have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 
10 The disciples asked Him, “Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?” 
11 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12 But I tell you, Elijah has 

already come, and they did not recognize Him, but have done to him everything they wished. In 

the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.” 13 Then the disciples understood 

that He was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

 

1. At the end of the previous chapter Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, some of you who are 

standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom” 

(Matthew 16:28). How does Matthew 17: 1-13 show the fulfillment of this? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think that both Moses and Elijah appear? Why is that significant? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is important about what the voice from the cloud says about Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How does this passage impact your relationship with Jesus Christ and how you will live from 

now on? 
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Wednesday September 30   Mark 10:17-31 Jesus, The Son Of God 

 
17 As Jesus started on His way, a man ran up to Him and fell on his knees before Him. “Good 

teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
18 “Why do you call Me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You 

know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not 

steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’” 
20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.” 
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you 

have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow Me.” 
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
23 Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the 

kingdom of God!” 
24 The disciples were amazed at His words. But Jesus said again, “Children, how hard it is to 

enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 
26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?” 
27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are 

possible with God.” 
28 Then Peter spoke up, “We have left everything to follow You!” 
29 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus replied, “no one who has left home or brothers or sisters or mother or 

father or children or fields for Me and the gospel 30 will fail to receive a hundred times as much in 

this present age: homes, brothers, sisters, mothers, children and fields—along with persecutions—

and in the age to come eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

 

1. Why did the rich young man ask the question in verse 17? What might have been missing in 

his life? 

 

 

 

2. By choosing his wealth over a loving relationship with Christ, what was the rich young man 

gaining? What was he forfeiting? 

 

 

 

3. Why is it so hard for rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven (verses 23-31)? 

 

 

 

4. Tell the Lord one thing you can do this week to let go of material things and embrace God’s 

kingdom more fully. 

 

 

 

5. According to verses 29-31, what might you lose by following Christ? What will you gain? 

Talk with the Lord about how you respond personally to the Lord’s call here on your life. 
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Thursday October 1   John 8:31-58  Jesus, The Son Of God 

 
31 To the Jews who had believed Him, Jesus said, “If you hold to My teaching, you are really My 

disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 
33 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. 

How can You say that we shall be set free?” 
34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. 35 Now a slave has no 

permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if the Son sets you free, you 

will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. Yet you are looking for a way 

to kill Me, because you have no room for My word. 38 I am telling you what I have seen in the 

Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from your father.” 
39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. 

“If you were Abraham’s children,” said Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it is, 

you are looking for a way to kill Me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from 

God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You are doing the works of your own father.” 

“We are not illegitimate children,” they protested. “The only Father we have is God Himself.” 
42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love Me, for I have come here from 

God. I have not come on My own; God sent Me. 43 Why is My language not clear to you? 

Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong to your father, the devil, and you want 

to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the 

truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 

and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me! 46 Can any of you 

prove Me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe Me? 47 Whoever belongs to 

God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.” 
48 The Jews answered Him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-possessed?” 
49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you dishonor 

me. 50 I am not seeking glory for Myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the judge. 51 Very 

truly I tell you, whoever obeys My word will never see death.” 
52 At this they exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so 

did the prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys Your word will never taste death. 53 Are You 

greater than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think You are?” 
54 Jesus replied, “If I glorify Myself, My glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as 

your God, is the one who glorifies Me. 55 Though you do not know Him, I know Him. If I said I 

did not, I would be a liar like you, but I do know Him and obey His word. 56 Your father 

Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing My day; he saw it and was glad.” 
57 “You are not yet fifty years old,” they said to Him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 
58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” 

 

Exodus 3:14 

 

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent 

me to you.’” 
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1. What does Jesus want to emphasize to the people who believed Him (verses 31-32)? What 

does He mean by: 

 

• Disciples? 

 

 

 

• Truth? 

 

 

 

• Freedom? 

 

 

2. What is Jesus saying to you through verses 42-47? How do you respond? 

 

 

 

 

3. Why does Jesus’ final claim cause such an outrage? See Exodus 3:14. 

 

 

 

 

4. Consider the four claims that Jesus makes about Himself. What do each of these mean to you: 

 

• Verse 12 

 

 

 

• Verse 32 

 

 

 

• Verse 51 

 

 

 

• Verse 58 

 

 

5. Thank God for revealing Himself to you through Jesus and how this will shape your life with Him. 
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Friday October 2   John 10:1-21  Jesus, The Son Of God 

 

10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 

climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 

shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 

voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they 

will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize 

a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what 

he was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come 

before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever 

enters through Me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes 

only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down His life for the sheep. 12 The hired 

hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 

abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man 

runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
14 “I am the good shepherd; I know My sheep and My sheep know Me— 15 just as the Father knows 

Me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not 

of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one 

flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves Me is that I lay down my life—only to take it 

up again. 18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it 

down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from My Father.” 
19 The Jews who heard these words were again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-

possessed and raving mad. Why listen to Him?” 
21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a demon open 

the eyes of the blind?” 

 

1. In what ways is Jesus the Good Shepherd for people (verses 11-16)? 

 

 

2. How are you like a sheep? How is Jesus like a Good Shepherd to you personally?  

 

 

3. Thank Jesus for caring for you as your Shepherd and what that means to you. 

 

 

4. How doe Jesus’ sheep respond to the Shepherd (verses 14-16)? Why? 

 

 

5. Talk with the Lord about how well you listen to His voice and how you will improve at that. 
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Saturday October 3   John 10:22-42 Jesus, The Son Of God 

 
22 Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the 

temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around 

him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” 
25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in My Father’s name 

testify about Me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not My sheep. 27 My sheep listen to 

My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never 

perish; no one will snatch them out of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is 

greater than all; no one can snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 
31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone Him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone Me?” 
33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a 

mere man, claim to be God.” 
34 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your Law, ‘I have said you are “gods”’? 35 If he 

called them ‘gods,’ to whom the word of God came—and Scripture cannot be set aside— 36 what 

about the one whom the Father set apart as his very own and sent into the world? Why then do 

you accuse Me of blasphemy because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? 37 Do not believe Me unless I do 

the works of My Father. 38 But if I do them, even though you do not believe Me, believe the 

works, that you may know and understand that the Father is in Me, and I in the Father.” 39 Again 

they tried to seize Him, but He escaped their grasp. 
40 Then Jesus went back across the Jordan to the place where John had been baptizing in the 

early days. There He stayed, 41 and many people came to Him. They said, “Though John never 

performed a sign, all that John said about this Man was true.” 42 And in that place many 

believed in Jesus. 

 

1. What evidence does Jesus give the Jewish leaders that He is the Messiah? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did the religious leaders respond to Jesus’ claims (verses 14-21)? Why? 

 

 

 

 

3. What convinced you that Jesus is the Messiah? 

 

 

 

4. Talk with the Lord Jesus about what it means that He left heaven to live as a human. How 

has that blessed you to know that Jesus is both God and man? 
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Sunday October 4  John 11:17-44 Jesus, The Son Of God 

 
17 On His arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now 

Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and 

Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, 

she went out to meet Him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I 

know that even now God will give you whatever You ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in Me will live, even 

though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in Me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come 

into the world.” 
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is here,” 

she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to 

him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha had 

met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how 

quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to 

mourn there. 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw Him, she fell at His feet and said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, He 

was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” He asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not He who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 

man from dying?” 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 

entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” He said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he 

has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank You that You 

have heard Me. 42 I knew that you always hear Me, but I said this for the benefit of the people 

standing here, that they may believe that You sent Me.” 
43 When He had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

 

 

1. How do Mary and Martha react when they realize that Jesus arrived after their brother died 

(verses 18-32)? Why do you suppose that they responded the ways that they did? 
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2. Since Jesus knew that He was going to raise Lazarus (11:11), how do you account for His 

weeping (verses 33-35)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why do you think Jesus waited until Lazarus had died before He came? What did He want 

people to know about Him (verses 23-27)? How did this miracle prove what He wanted them 

to know about Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How could this passage be used to help someone who is facing death? Pray for someone who 

is very ill and ask the Lord to help you to share this good news with them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. On a scale of 1 (none) to 10 (completely) how confident are you that you will live eternally? 

What evidence is there supporting your level of confidence? Talk with the Lord about how 

you would live differently if you were more confident. 
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Monday Oct 5  Thanking God John 12:1-11 

 

12 Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 

raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while Lazarus 

was among those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of pure nard, an 

expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house 

was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 
4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray Him, objected, 5 “Why wasn’t 

this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He did not 

say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the money 

bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 
7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the 

day of My burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have Me.” 
9 Meanwhile a large crowd of Jews found out that Jesus was there and came, not only because of 

Him but also to see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead. 10 So the chief priests made 

plans to kill Lazarus as well, 11 for on account of him many of the Jews were going over to Jesus 

and believing in Him. 

 

 

1. Given the value of the perfume (verse 5), how would you have reacted as you watched 

Mary? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Jesus interpret Mary’s action? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Talk with the Lord about how you use your money to honour Him and His love for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Talk with the Lord about how you use your time to honour Him and His love for you. 
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Tuesday Oct 6  Thanking God John 13:1-17 

 

13 It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for Him to leave this 

world and go to the Father. Having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son of Simon 

Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under His power, and 

that He had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so He got up from the meal, took off His 

outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around His waist. 5 After that, He poured water into a basin 

and began to wash His disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around Him. 
6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to Him, “Lord, are You going to wash my feet?” 
7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 
8 “No,” said Peter, “You shall never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with Me.” 
9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!” 
10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is 

clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For He knew who was going to betray 

him, and that was why He said not every one was clean. 
12 When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His 

place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” He asked them. 13 “You call Me 

‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 

have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that 

you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his 

master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent Him. 17 Now that you know these 

things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

 

1. What does Jesus know that escapes His disciples’ attention (verses 1, 3, 11)? In light of that, 

what impresses you about Jesus washing their feet? 

 

 

 

2. While Peter is taking the washing of the feet literally, what do you think that Jesus meant by 

His statement in verse 8? In verse 10? 

 

 

 

3. What is the Lord teaching you through this passage? 

 

 

 

4. In your spiritual life, who is the one person who has demonstrated what it means to “wash 

feet”? What did he or she do? Thank them for that and how it impacted your faith. 

 

 

 

5. Tell the Lord how you will put Jesus’ teaching into practice in at least one relationship this week. 
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Wednesday Oct 7  Thanking God John 14:1-14 

 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God believe also in Me. 2 My Father’s 

house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare 

a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be 

with Me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we don’t know where You are going, so how can we know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through Me. 7 If you really know Me, you will know My Father as well. From now on, you do 

know Him and have seen Him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know Me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long 

time? Anyone who has seen Me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the 

Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in Me? The words I 

say to you I do not speak on My own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in Me, who is 

doing His work. 11 Believe Me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; or at 

least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in 

Me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, because 

I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in My name, so that the Father may 

be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask Me for anything in My name, and I will do it. 

 

1. What comfort does Jesus offer His disciples (verses 1-4)? How do you find this personally 

comforting? 

 

 

 

2. What is Jesus saying about Himself in verses 5-11? What evidence does He give to support 

His claims? How persuasive do you find this evidence? 

 

 

 

3. What keys for answered prayer does Jesus give in verses 11-14?  

 

 

 

4. In what ways could our prayers lead to even greater things (verse 12)? In what ways could 

the results be greater? Why would they be greater? 

 

 

 

5. Encouraged by Jesus’ words about prayer in verses 11-14, take time to pray about an 

important need in your life or the life of a friend. 
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Thursday Oct 8  Thanking God John 14:15-31 

 
15 “If you love Me, keep My commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another 

Advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept 

Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and 

will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will 

not see Me anymore, but you will see Me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you 

will realize that I am in My Father, and you are in Me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has My 

commands and keeps them is the one who loves Me. The one who loves Me will be loved by My 

Father, and I too will love them and show Myself to them.” 
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do You intend to show Yourself to us 

and not to the world?” 
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves Me will obey My teaching. My Father will love them, and We 

will come to them and make Our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love Me will not obey 

My teaching. These words you hear are not My own; they belong to the Father who sent Me. 
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 

Father will send in My name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 

said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; My peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 

gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
28 “You heard Me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you 

would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you 

now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more 

to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over Me, 31 but He comes so that 

the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly what My Father has commanded Me. 

“Come now; let us leave. 

 

1. How are Christ’s disciples to show love to Jesus (verses 15, 21, 23-24)? Why is this idea 

repeated four times? 

 

 

 

2. What do you learn about the Holy Spirit in verses 16-17 and 25-27? 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the relationship of the Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit to the believer? What is their 

relationship to each other? 

 

 

 

 

4. How at home are the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in your life? Are they more like owners or 

temporary guests? Talk with the Lord about this and how you want that relationship to 

develop. Tell God how you will build that relationship. 
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Friday Oct 9   Thanking God John 15:1-17 

 

15 Jesus said, “I am the true vine, and My Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in 

Me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit He prunes so that it will be even 

more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in Me, 

as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither 

can you bear fruit unless you remain in Me. 
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear much 

fruit; apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in Me, you are like a branch that 

is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If 

you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for 

you. 8 This is to My Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be My 

disciples. 
9 “As the Father has loved Me, so have I loved you. Now remain in My love. 10 If you keep My 

commands, you will remain in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commands and remain in 

His love. 11 I have told you this so that My joy may be in you and that your joy may be 

complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one 

than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are My friends if you do what I 

command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 

business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from My Father I have 

made known to you. 16 You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 

might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in My name the 

Father will give you. 17 This is My command: Love each other. 

 

1. What fruit do you think that God wants to see in our lives? Why is fruit so important? 

 

 

 

2. What do we need to do in order to see fruit in our life? What is God’s responsibility? What is 

our responsibility? 

 

 

3. How much does Jesus love you personally (verses 13-16)? Talk with God about how this 

affects your life. 

 

 

 

4. Talk with the Lord about the quality of fruit in your life. Thank Him for the fruit that you see. 

Ask Him what other fruit He wants to grow in your life. Tell Him how you will follow His 

leading to grow this fruit. 

 

 

5. Whom is Jesus asking you to love as He loved you. Pray for that person and ask Christ to use 

you to show them His love this week. 
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Saturday Oct 10  Thanking God John 16:1-16 

 

16 “All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the 

synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a 

service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the Father or Me. 4 I 

have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about 

them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I am going to 

Him who sent Me. None of you asks Me, ‘Where are you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with 

grief because I have said these things. 7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am 

going away. Unless I go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to 

you. 8 When He comes, He will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness 

and judgment: 9 about sin, because people do not believe in Me; 10 about righteousness, because 

I am going to the Father, where you can see Me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the 

prince of this world now stands condemned. 
12 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear. 13 But when He, the Spirit of 

truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak 

only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come. 14 He will glorify Me because it is 

from Me that he will receive what He will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is 

mine. That is why I said the Spirit will receive from Me what He will make known to you.” 
16 Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see Me no more, and then after a little while 

you will see Me.” 

 

1. If you had been one of Jesus’ disciples what grief would you have felt when He said He was 

leaving (verses 5-6)? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What will the Holy Spirit do (verses 8-11)?  

 

 

 

 

3. Considering what the Holy Spirit will do, why is it good that Jesus goes away? 

 

 

 

 

4. Of the various roles of the Holy Spirit described here, which one have you come to 

appreciate lately? Thank the Lord for that. 
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Sunday Oct 11  Thanking God John 17:1-26 

 

17 After Jesus said this, He looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that your Son may glorify You. 2 For You granted 

Him authority over all people that He might give eternal life to all those You have given him. 3 Now 

this is eternal life: that they know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent. 4 I 

have brought You glory on earth by finishing the work You gave Me to do. 5 And now, Father, 

glorify Me in Your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. 
6 “I have revealed You to those whom You gave Me out of the world. They were Yours; You gave 

them to Me and they have obeyed Your word. 7 Now they know that everything You have given 

Me comes from You. 8 For I gave them the words You gave Me and they accepted them. They 

knew with certainty that I came from You, and they believed that You sent Me. 9 I pray for them. I 

am not praying for the world, but for those You have given Me, for they are Yours. 10 All I have is 

Yours, and all You have is Mine. And glory has come to Me through them. 11 I will remain in the 

world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to You. Holy Father, protect 

them by the power of Your name, the name You gave Me, so that they may be one as We are 

one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name You gave Me. 

None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may 

have the full measure of My joy within them. 14 I have given them Your word and the world has 

hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not 

that you take them out of the world but that You protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of 

the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; Your word is truth. 18 As You sent 

me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify Myself, that they too 

may be truly sanctified. 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in Me through their 

message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as You are in Me and I am in You. May they 

also be in Us so that the world may believe that you have sent Me. 22 I have given them the glory 

that You gave Me, that they may be one as We are one— 23 I in them and You in Me—so that they 

may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent Me and have loved 

them even as You have loved Me. 
24 “Father, I want those You have given Me to be with Me where I am, and to see My glory, the 

glory You have given Me because You loved Me before the creation of the world. 
25 “Righteous Father, though the world does not know You, I know You, and they know that You 

have sent Me. 26 I have made You known to them, and will continue to make You known in order 

that the love You have for Me may be in them and that I Myself may be in them.” 

 

 

1. What is eternal life (verses 2-3)? 
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2. What has Jesus done for His disciples in verses 6-8?  How has Jesus done these things for 

you and how have you benefited from this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does Jesus pray for His disciples in verses 6-19? Tell God how this make you feel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What does Jesus pray for all believers in verses 20-26? How does Jesus’ petitions here bless 

you personally? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Take time to thank Jesus for praying verses 6-25 for you. Join Jesus in praying for these 

things for yourself. 
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Monday October 12  Luke 22:1–8, 13-34    The Hour Of Darkness 

 

22 Now the Festival of Unleavened Bread, called the Passover, was approaching, 2 and the chief 

priests and the teachers of the law were looking for some way to get rid of Jesus, for they were 

afraid of the people. 3 Then Satan entered Judas, called Iscariot, one of the Twelve. 4 And Judas 

went to the chief priests and the officers of the temple guard and discussed with them how he 

might betray Jesus. 5 They were delighted and agreed to give him money. 6 He consented, and 

watched for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to them when no crowd was present. 
7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 
8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover.” 
13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. 
14 When the hour came, Jesus and His apostles reclined at the table. 15 And He said to them, “I 

have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell you, I will not eat 

it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 
17 After taking the cup, He gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell 

you I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 
19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is My body 

given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 
20 In the same way, after the supper He took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My 

blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is going to betray Me is with Mine 

on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays 

Him!” 23 They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this. 
24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus 

said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over 

them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among 

you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is 

greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? 

But I am among you as one who serves. 28 You are those who have stood by Me in my trials. 
29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as My Father conferred one on Me, 30 so that you may eat 

and drink at My table in My kingdom and sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, 

that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 
33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with You to prison and to death.” 
34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that 

you know Me.” 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-33 

 

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of 

Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant  I made with their 

ancestors when I took them by the hand  to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke My 

covenant,  though I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33 “This is the covenant I will 

make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will put My law in their 

minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people. 
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1.  How does Jesus’ use of bread & wine change the emphasis of Passover (Luke 22:14-20)?  

 

 

 

 

 

2.How would you describe the New Covenant that Jesus brought about (Luke 22:20; Jeremiah 

31:31-33)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.What does sharing in the communion or Lord’s Supper mean to you? Thank God for this 

experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

4.Both Judas and Peter failed Jesus? What are the differences between how Judas (verse 1-6) and 

Peter (verses   31-34) failed Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

5.How are you like these disciples who say “I want to follow Jesus but”:  

 

(a) I love money [Judas]? 

 

 

(b) I want others to admire me [Luke 22:24]  

 

 

 

 

(c) I let Jesus down [Peter]  

  

 

 

Ask the Lord to help you resist these temptations so that you can love and follow Him more 

closely. 
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Tuesday October 13  Luke 22:47-71  The Hour Of Darkness  

 
47 While Jesus was still speaking a crowd came up, and the man who was called Judas, one of the 

Twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss Him, 48 but Jesus asked him, “Judas, are 

you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?” 
49 When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, should we strike with 

our swords?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest, cutting off his right ear. 
51 But Jesus answered, “No more of this!” And He touched the man’s ear and healed Him. 
52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, the officers of the temple guard, and the elders, who had 

come for Him, “Am I leading a rebellion, that you have come with swords and clubs? 53 Every 

day I was with you in the temple courts, and you did not lay a hand on Me. But this is your 

hour—when darkness reigns.” 
54 Then seizing Him, they led him away and took Him into the house of the high priest. Peter 

followed at a distance. 55 And when some there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard 

and had sat down together, Peter sat down with them. 56 A servant girl saw him seated there in 

the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, “This man was with Him.” 
57 But he denied it. “Woman, I don’t know Him,” he said. 
58 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” 

“Man, I am not!” Peter replied. 
59 About an hour later another asserted, “Certainly this fellow was with Him, for he is a Galilean.” 
60 Peter replied, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about!” Just as he was speaking, the 

rooster crowed. 61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the 

word the Lord had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three 

times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly. 
63 The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating Him. 64 They blindfolded Him 

and demanded, “Prophesy! Who hit you?” 65 And they said many other insulting things to Him. 
66 At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief priests and the teachers of the 

law, met together, and Jesus was led before them. 67 “If you are the Messiah,” they said, “tell us.” 

Jesus answered, “If I tell you, you will not believe Me, 68 and if I asked you, you would not answer. 

 69 But from now on, the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God.” 
70 They all asked, “Are You then the Son of God?” 

He replied, “You say that I am.” 
71 Then they said, “Why do we need any more testimony? We have heard it from His own lips.” 

 

 

1. In verse 33 Peter had said to Jesus, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 

What accounts for Peter’s actions now in verses 54-62? What does this show about our 

human nature?  
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2. What is significant about Jesus’ claims at this stage in His life in verses 67-71? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. When have you felt like Peter in verses 61-62? Talk with the Lord about your own sense of 

guilt. What does the Lord want to do for you? What does He want you to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. In Luke 19:45 Jesus confronted injustice with action, but here He did not act. Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What injustices truly bother you? What will you do about them? 
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Wednesday Oct 14  Luke 23:1-25  The Hour Of Darkness 

 

23 Then the whole assembly rose and led Jesus off to Pilate. 2 And they began to accuse Him, 

saying, “We have found this man subverting our nation. He opposes payment of taxes to Caesar 

and claims to be Messiah, a king.” 
3 So Pilate asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?” 

“You have said so,” Jesus replied. 
4 Then Pilate announced to the chief priests and the crowd, “I find no basis for a charge against 

this man.” 
5 But they insisted, “He stirs up the people all over Judea by His teaching. He started in Galilee 

and has come all the way here.” 
6 On hearing this, Pilate asked if the man was a Galilean. 7 When he learned that Jesus was 

under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod, who was also in Jerusalem at that time. 
8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was greatly pleased, because for a long time he had been wanting to 

see Him. From what he had heard about Him, he hoped to see Him perform a sign of some sort. 
9 He plied Him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 The chief priests and the 

teachers of the law were standing there, vehemently accusing Him. 11 Then Herod and his 

soldiers ridiculed and mocked Him. Dressing Him in an elegant robe, they sent Him back to 

Pilate. 12 That day Herod and Pilate became friends—before this they had been enemies. 
13 Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, “You 

brought me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in 

your presence and have found no basis for your charges against Him. 15 Neither has Herod, for 

he sent Him back to us; as you can see, He has done nothing to deserve death. 16 Therefore, I will 

punish Him and then release Him.” 
18 But the whole crowd shouted, “Away with this man! Release Barabbas to us!” 19 (Barabbas 

had been thrown into prison for an insurrection in the city, and for murder.) 
20 Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. 21 But they kept shouting, “Crucify 

Him! Crucify Him!” 
22 For the third time he spoke to them: “Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in 

Him no grounds for the death penalty. Therefore I will have Him punished and then release Him.” 
23 But with loud shouts they insistently demanded that He be crucified, and their shouts prevailed. 
24 So Pilate decided to grant their demand. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into 

prison for insurrection and murder, the one they asked for, and surrendered Jesus to their will. 

 

 

1. What do you learn about Herod’s character in verses 8-12? What do you think he asked 

Jesus? Why didn’t Jesus answer? 
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2. Although Pilate & Herod find Jesus innocent, why does Pilate send Jesus to the cross? What 

would you have done in his place?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What irony do you see in Barabbas’ release and Jesus’ condemnation? What does this show 

about the leaders? About Pilate? How is our release like Barabbas’ release? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What contrasts do you see between Jesus’ kingship and the way that Pilate and Herod rule? 

When do you have trouble submitting to Jesus’ rule? Why? Pray to change that. 
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Thursday October 15 Luke 23:26-56    The Hour Of Darkness 

 
26 As the soldiers led Him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 

country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of 

people followed Him, including women who mourned and wailed for Him. 28 Jesus turned and 

said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me; weep for yourselves and for your 

children. 29 For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the 

wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then they will say to the mountains, 

‘Fall on us!’  and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 
31 For if people do these things when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 
32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with Him to be executed. 33 When they came 

to the place called the Skull, they crucified Him there, along with the criminals—one on His 

right, the other on his left. 34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they 

are doing.” And they divided up His clothes by casting lots. 
35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at Him. They said, “He saved others; 

let Him save Himself if He is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 
36 The soldiers also came up and mocked Him. They offered Him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If 

You are the king of the Jews, save Yourself.” 
38 There was a written notice above Him, which read: THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS. 
39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at Him: “Aren’t you the Messiah? Save 

Yourself and us!” 
40 But the other criminal rebuked Him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “since you are under the 

same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this 

man has done nothing wrong.” 
42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with Me in paradise.” 
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 
45 for the sun stopped shining. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus called out 

with a loud voice, “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” When He had said this, He 

breathed His last. 
47 The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and said, “Surely this was a righteous 

man.” 48 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight saw what took place, they 

beat their breasts and went away. 49 But all those who knew Him, including the women who had 

followed Him from Galilee, stood at a distance, watching these things. 
50 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a good and upright man, 51 who 

had not consented to their decision and action. He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and 

he himself was waiting for the kingdom of God. 52 Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body. 
53 Then he took it down, wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one in 

which no one had yet been laid. 54 It was Preparation Day, and the Sabbath was about to begin. 
55 The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how 

His body was laid in it. 56 Then they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. But they 

rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the commandment. 
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1. What attitudes and motives do you see:  

 

In the rulers (verse 35)?  

 

 

 

In the soldiers (verse 36)?  

 

 

 

In the first criminal (verse 39)? 

 

 

 

Why do you think these people behaved this way? 

 

 

 

 

2. When have you doubted or criticized Jesus? Why? Talk with the Lord about this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How does the second criminal behave (verses 40-43)? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

4. What have you shared in common with the second criminal? Talk with the Lord about how 

His response to the second criminal affects you? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How would you explain the crucifixion and its benefits to a non-Christian friend? Ask the 

Lord with whom He would like you to share this good news this week. 

 

 

 

 



                               God’s Story Gives our Story Hope 
 

50 

 

Friday October 16  John 19:1-16  The Hour Of Darkness 

 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had Him flogged. 2 The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns 

and put it on His head. They clothed Him in a purple robe 3 and went up to Him again and again, 

saying, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they slapped Him in the face. 
4 Once more Pilate came out and said to the Jews gathered there, “Look, I am bringing Him 

out to you to let you know that I find no basis for a charge against Him.” 5 When Jesus came out 

wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 
6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw Him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!” 

But Pilate answered, “You take Him and crucify Him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge 

against Him.” 
7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law He must die, because 

He claimed to be the Son of God.” 
8 When Pilate heard this, He was even more afraid, 9 and He went back inside the palace. 

“Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 10 “Do you refuse to 

speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free You or to crucify You?” 
11 Jesus answered, “You would have no power over Me if it were not given to you from above. 

 Therefore the one who handed Me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 
12 From then on, Pilate tried to set Jesus free, but the Jewish leaders kept shouting, “If you let 

this man go, you are no friend of Caesar. Anyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar.” 
13 When Pilate heard this, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judge’s seat at a place 

known as the Stone Pavement (which in Aramaic is Gabbatha). 14 It was the day of 

Preparation of the Passover; it was about noon. 

“Here is your king,” Pilate said to the Jews. 
15 But they shouted, “Take Him away! Take Him away! Crucify Him!” 

“Shall I crucify your king?” Pilate asked. 

“We have no king but Caesar,” the chief priests answered. 
16 Finally Pilate handed Him over to them to be crucified. 

 

1. What emotional battle do you see Pilate going through here? What reasons does he have for 

setting Jesus free? What reasons does he have for crucifying Jesus? 

 

 

2. How does Pilate try to deal with this emotional struggle? 

 

 

3. What does Pilate finally decide to do? Why? 

 

 

4. When have you made a decision based upon fear and ambition rather than upon what is 

right? Why did you do that? How do you feel about that now? 

 

 

5. Talk with the Lord about a tough decision that you face now where you are confronted with 

fear and ambition. Pray for the Lord for the willingness to do what is right before the Lord. 
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Saturday Oct 17 John 19:16-27  The Hour Of Darkness 

 

So the soldiers took charge of Jesus. 17 Carrying His own cross, He went out to the place of the 

Skull (which in Aramaic is called Golgotha). 18 There they crucified Him, and with Him two 

others—one on each side and Jesus in the middle. 
19 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING 

OF THE JEWS. 20 Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near 

the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. 21 The chief priests of the Jews 

protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man claimed to be king of 

the Jews.” 
22 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.” 
23 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took His clothes, dividing them into four shares, one for 

each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was seamless, woven in one piece 

from top to bottom. 
24 “Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” 

This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said, “They divided my clothes among 

them and cast lots for my garment.” So this is what the soldiers did. 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood His mother, His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and 

Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw His mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing 

nearby, He said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your 

mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

 

1. According to the sign on Jesus’ cross, for what “official” reason was He crucified? What 

meaning does this sign have for Pilate? What meaning does this sign have for the chief 

priests?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. How might Jesus have felt as He watched the soldiers take His clothes (verses 23-24)? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What do you think Jesus’ mother is feeling (verses 25-27)? How does Jesus respond? What 

does this say about Jesus at this time? 

 

 

 

 

4. Whom do you know that is grieving a serious loss of a loved one or a job? Ask God to use 

you to show them His comfort. 

 

 



                               God’s Story Gives our Story Hope 
 

52 

 

Sunday Oct 18 John 19:28-42  The Hour Of Darkness 

 
28 Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would be 

fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” 29 A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, 

put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips. 30 When He had received 

the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 
31 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the 

Jewish leaders did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate 

to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. 32 The soldiers therefore came and broke the 

legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. 33 But when 

they came to Jesus and found that He was already dead, they did not break His legs. 34 Instead, 

one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and 

water. 35 The man who saw it has given testimony, and His testimony is true. He knows that He 

tells the truth, and He testifies so that you also may believe. 36 These things happened so that the 

scripture would be fulfilled: “Not one of His bones will be broken,” 37 and, as another scripture 

says, “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of 

Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jewish leaders. With Pilate’s permission, he came and 

took the body away. 39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus 

at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 40 Taking 

Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance 

with Jewish burial customs. 41 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and in 

the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid. 42 Because it was the Jewish day of 

Preparation and since the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

1. What evidence do you see here to refute the Islamic claim that Jesus really didn’t die but just 

fainted on the cross and revived in the cool tomb? 

 

 

 

 

2. What is the significance of Jesus’ claim “It is finished” (verse 30)? 

 

 

 

 

3. How would you explain the need for the crucifixion to someone else? 

 

 

 

4. Pray for a friend who is discouraged by bad choices that they made. Perhaps they can’t 

forgive themselves or other people won’t forgive them. Share with them the assurance that 

Jesus provides them with His finished work on the cross. 
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Monday Oct 19 John 20:1-18   The Resurrection  

 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 

and saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. 2 So she came running to Simon 

Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the 

tomb, and we don’t know where they have put Him!” 
3 So Peter and the other disciple started for the tomb. 4 Both were running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 

there but did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came along behind him and went straight into the 

tomb. He saw the strips of linen lying there, 7 as well as the cloth that had been wrapped around 

Jesus’ head. The cloth was still lying in its place, separate from the linen. 8 Finally the other 

disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went inside. He saw and believed. 9 (They still did 

not understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 10 Then the disciples went 

back to where they were staying. 11 Now Mary stood outside the tomb crying. 12 As she wept, she 

bent over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been, 

one at the head and the other at the foot. 
13 They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

“They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don’t know where they have put Him.” 14 At 

this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus. 
15 He asked her, “Woman, why are you crying? Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking He was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried Him away, tell me where you 

have put Him, and I will get Him.” 
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward Him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means “Teacher”). 
17 Jesus said, “Do not hold on to Me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father. Go instead to My 

brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.’” 
18 Mary Magdalene went to the disciples with the news: “I have seen the Lord!” And she told 

them that He had said these things to her. 

 

1. Put yourself in Mary’s place. What is your emotional state two days after the crucifixion? 

Why do you visit the tomb so early? Realizing the body is gone, how do you react? 

 

 

2. What evidence here helps you to believe that Jesus rose from the dead? 

 

 

3. When a loved one dies, how does Jesus’ resurrection help you to deal with your pain? 

 

 

4. What term does Jesus use for His disciples in verse 17? What does it mean to you that Jesus 

is your brother? 

 

 

5. How has Jesus spoken your name in a time of grief (verse 16)? How did it affect you? Thank 

God for that blessing. 
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Tuesday Oct 20  John 20:19-23  The Resurrection  

 
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors 

locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you!” 20 After He said this, He showed them His hands and side. The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the Lord. 
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you.” 22 And 

with that He breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, 

their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

 

 

1. Why are the disciples fearful now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Of all the things that Jesus must have said, why do you think that John recorded “peace be with 

you” three times (verses 19, 21, 26)? How does this relate to their fears? To their being sent? 

 

 

 

 

3. What mission does Jesus give His disciples (verses 21-23)? How important is this mission? 

How are they to carry out this mission? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Where could you use Jesus’ “peace” right now? In some relationship? In some inner fear? In 

your work? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Pray that Jesus fills you with His peace? What is He asking you to do so that He can fill you 

with His peace? Do that with the help of His Holy Spirit. 
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Wednesday Oct 21  John 20:24-31  The Resurrection  

 
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 

Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told Him, “We have seen the Lord!” 

But He said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails 

were, and put my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 
26 A week later His disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the 

doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then 

He said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see My hands. Reach out your hand and put it into 

My side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
28 Thomas said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen Me, you have believed; blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not recorded in 

this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 

God, and that by believing you may have life in His name. 

 

 

1. How does Jesus deal with Thomas’ doubts? 

 

 

 

 

2. What is significant about the way that Thomas responds to Jesus in verse 28? 

 

 

 

 

3. How did you realize who Jesus really is? Thank Jesus for convincing you. 

 

 

 

 

4. What doubts or questions about God are you struggling with? Express your doubts to the 

Lord and ask Him to reveal more of Himself to help you with your doubts. 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How has Jesus blessed you (verse 29)? Praise Jesus for that. 
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Thursday Oct 22  John 21:1-17  The Resurrection  

 
21 Afterward Jesus appeared again to His disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this 

way: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons 

of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told 

them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night 

they caught nothing. 
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus. 
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

“No,” they answered. 
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, 

they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish. 
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter 

heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it 

off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of 

fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a 

fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed 

back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so 

many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the 

disciples dared ask Him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the 

bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 

appeared to His disciples after He was raised from the dead. 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love Me 

more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “You know that I love You.” 

Jesus said, “Feed My lambs.” 
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of My sheep.” 
17 The third time He said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love Me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He said, “Lord, You 

know all things; You know that I love You.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 

 

 

1. How do you think Peter felt when he had to give up his dream of fishing for people and 

return to fishing for fish (verses 1-5)? How do you suppose he felt coming up empty in his 

effort to catch fish? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                               God’s Story Gives our Story Hope 
 

57 

 

2. What does Peter learn about Jesus in verses 6-14?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why do you suppose that Jesus repeated the same question and charge to Peter three times in 

verses 15-17? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the closest that you have come to blowing it so badly that you thought that God was 

never going to speak to you again? What did you discover about God in that experience? 

Thank the Lord for that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How has Jesus called you to shepherd His sheep? Talk with the Lord about how you are 

doing at that and how you will grow at that. 
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Friday October 23  Luke 24:13-35    The Resurrection 

 
13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from 

Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 As they 

talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with 

them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing Him. 
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” 

They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are You the only 

one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 
19 “What things?” He asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before 

God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed Him over to be sentenced to 

death, and they crucified Him; 21 but we had hoped that He was the one who was going to redeem 

Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some of our 

women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find His body. They came 

and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said He was alive. 24 Then some of our 

companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see Jesus.” 
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 

spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter His glory?” 27 And 

beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He explained to them what was said in all the 

Scriptures concerning Himself. 
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 

going farther. 29 But they urged Him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is 

almost over.” So He went in to stay with them. 
30 When He was at the table with them, He took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it 

to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him, and He disappeared from their 

sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us 

on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?” 
33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with 

them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to 

Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by 

them when He broke the bread. 

 

 

1. What do the two disciples discuss as they walk (verses 19-24)? What tones of voice do you 

hear? What hopes are dashed? What plans might they be making? 
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2. Why don’t they recognize Jesus? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Why did Jesus do a roundabout Bible study rather that reveal Himself directly? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What opened their eyes to see Jesus? Where did you recently recognize Jesus with you? What 

happened? Praise the Lord for meeting you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Practise explaining the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. With whom could you share that 

good news and how it can bless our lives? 
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Saturday October 24  Luke 24:36–53  The Resurrection 

 
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus Himself stood among them and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you 

troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at My hands and My feet. It is I Myself! 

Touch Me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I have.” 
40 When He had said this, He showed them His hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not 

believe it because of joy and amazement, He asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 
42 They gave Him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and He took it and ate it in their presence. 
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about Me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 Then He opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is 

what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what My Father has 

promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
50 When He had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands and blessed them. 
51 While He was blessing them, He left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they 

worshiped Him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the 

temple, praising God. 

 

1. Why are the disciples troubled and have doubts (verses 37-38)? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does Jesus do to help them believe? How does that help you? 

 

 

 

 

3. What task does Jesus give them? How does He encourage them? How might they have felt? 

 

 

 

 

4. Where is the mission field that Jesus has sent you? Who does He want you to witness to? 

How will you do that this month? 

 

 

 

 

5. Pray that the Lord will reach some of your friends and use you in that process.  
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Sunday October 25   Matthew 28:16-20   The Resurrection 

 
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to 

go. 17 When they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them 

and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. 19 Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 

you always, to the very end of the age.” 

 

 

1. What does it mean in practical terms to carry out Christ’s great commission in verses 19-20? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What encourages you that you can be successful at the great commission? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How would you defend against the ideas: 

 

• That the disciples stole Jesus’s body (Jews’ claim)? 

 

 

 

 

• That Jesus was unconscious on the cross and revived in the cool tomb (Muslims’ claim)? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Talk with the Lord about how you will work with Christ at His great commission this week. 
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Monday October 26  Acts 1:1-11  New Beginnings 

 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the 

day He was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles He had chosen. 3 After His suffering, He presented Himself to them and gave many 

convincing proofs that He was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 

about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while He was eating with them, He gave them this 

command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift My Father promised, which you have 

heard Me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized 

with the Holy Spirit.” 
6 Then they gathered around Him and asked Him, “Lord, are You at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by His own 

authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My 

witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
9 After He said this, He was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid Him from their sight. 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as He was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the 

sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way 

you have seen Him go into heaven.” 

 

 

1. What did Jesus do for His disciples in verses 1-5? Why was this important? Why was it 

necessary for Jesus to stop giving direct instructions to His disciples and ascend to be with His 

Father? 

 

 

 

 

2. In verses 6-8, explain in your own words what the disciples’ role would be in building God’s 

kingdom. What encouragement does Jesus give them? Why would this have been encouraging? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Picture yourself as one of the apostles at the ascension (verses 9-11). What do you see and 

hear? How do you react to the experience? What do you think, feel, say and do? 
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4. How does verse 8 apply to you? What are some of the attitudes, priorities, or actions that this 

verse suggests for your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What does verse 11 encourage you to think and do? Commit to the Lord to act on this. 
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Tuesday October 27  Acts 2:1-13  New Beginnings 

 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like 

the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 

sitting. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 

them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the 

Spirit enabled them. 
5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 

 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard 

their own language being spoken. 7 Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are 

speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 

 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors 

from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring 

the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, 

“What does this mean?” 
13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.” 

 

Christ wants to fill us with His Holy Spirit so that we can joyfully witness to others about Him. 

 

1. Why did God wait until Pentecost, a Jewish harvest festival (Deuteronomy 16:9-10), to give 

the Holy Spirit? 

 

 

 

 

2. Pentecost was the only time in Acts when the Holy Spirit came with wind-like sound and 

fire-like appearance. What might have been the point of these outward signs? 

 

 

 

 

3. In the light of God-fearing Jews from every nation staying in Jerusalem, what is the 

significance of the disciples speaking in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (verses 4-5)? 

 

 

4. How has the Holy Spirit witnessed to Christ through your life to others? Thank Him for that. 

 

 

 

 

5. These disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit and declared the wonders of God (verses 4, 

11). This week joyfully share with an unbelieving friend how God has done something 

wonderful in your life. 

 

 



                               God’s Story Gives our Story Hope 
 

65 

 

Wednesday October 28 Acts 2:14-41  New Beginnings 

 
14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews 

and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I 

say. 15 These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is 

what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 
17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters 

will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream dreams. 
18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out My Spirit in those days, and they 

will prophesy. 
19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire and 

billows of smoke. 
20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and 

glorious day of the Lord. 
21 And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 
22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by 

miracles, wonders and signs, which God did among you through Him, as you yourselves know. 23 This 

man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of 

wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross. 24 But God raised Him from the 

dead, freeing Him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on 

him. 25 David said about Him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because He is at my right hand, I 

will not be shaken. 
26 Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, 
27 because You will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, You will not let your holy one see decay. 
28 You have made known to me the paths of life; You will fill me with joy in Your presence.’ 
29 “Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and 

his tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on 

oath that He would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he 

spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, that He was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, 

nor did His body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 

 33 Exalted to the right hand of God, He has received from the Father the promised Holy 

Spirit and has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, 

and yet he said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand  
35 until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.”’ 
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 

Lord and Messiah.” 
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 

“Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you 

and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 
40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 

corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 

thousand were added to their number that day. 
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Peter’s message leads many to trust in Christ.  

 

1. How does Peter’s use of Joel’s prophecy (verses 14-21) explain: 

 

• What was happening and who was behind it? 

 

 

• What God wants to do by His Holy Spirit? 

 

 

• What God will be doing in the future? 

 

 

• What people need to do in order to live in God’s kingdom? 

 

 

2. What is Peter teaching the people about Jesus? 

 

verse 22 

 

 

verse 23 

 

 

verse 24 

 

 

verses 25-28 

 

 

verse 32 

 

 

verse 33 

 

 

verse 36 

 

 

3. How do Peter’s hearers respond to his words (verses 37-41)? Why?  

 

 

4. When and how did you first respond to the urgent message to “let God save you”? Why? 

 

5. Praise God for all the things from which God has saved you. 
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Thursday October 29  Acts 2:42-47  New Beginnings 

 
42 The believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed 

by the apostles. 44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 They sold 

property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46 Every day they continued to meet 

together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 

sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being saved. 

 

The young church lives out God’s five purposes to build Christ’s kingdom on earth. 

 

1. In verses 42-47 how do the new Christians live out God’s 5 purposes that are described in 

Cheyne’s W-I-F-E-S vision statement: 

 

W Worship? 

 

 

I Instruction for discipleship? 

 

 

F Fellowship? 

 

 

E Evangelism? 

 

 

S Service? 

 

 

 

2. For each of the above 5 purposes in question # 1: 

 

• Which ones are you doing well at? How? Thank God for that. 

 

 

 

 

• Which ones do you need to work on? How will you do that with God’s help. 
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Friday October 30  Acts 8:26-40  New Beginnings 

 
6 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 

down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 

eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen 

of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was 

sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 

chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up 

and sit with him. 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the 

slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life 

was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 

someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 

news about Jesus. 
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is 

water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?”  38 And he gave orders to stop the 

chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized 

him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and 

the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at 

Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea. 

 

The Holy Spirit guides Philip to share the good news of Christ with a person who is searching for 

the truth. 

 

1. How does God guide Philip in the process of sharing the gospel with the Ethiopian eunuch 

(verses 26-31, 35)?  

 

 

2. How is God guiding the eunuch to Christ (verses 27-36)?  

 

 

3. What is the outcome of the conversation in the chariot (verses 36-40)? Why? 

 

 

4. How is this person’s conversion significant to the progress of the gospel? 

 

 

5. Do you know anyone who is searching for truth about how to live a better life? How do they 

show that they are searching and perhaps open to God? Pray that the Lord would guide that 

person to Christ. Ask God to guide you in sharing your faith and the gospel with them. 
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Saturday October 31  Acts 9:1-19  New Beginnings 

 

9 Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 

went to the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 

found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 

prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 

flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 

you persecute Me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” He replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you 

will be told what you must do.” 
7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 

anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led 

him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 
10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a vision, “Ananias!” 

“Yes, Lord,” he answered. 
11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for a man from 

Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has seen a man named Ananias come and 

place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 
13 “Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he 

has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief 

priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 
15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is My chosen instrument to proclaim My name to 

the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I will show him how much he must 

suffer for My name.” 
17 Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, 

the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you 

may see again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from 

Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food, he 

regained his strength. Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 

 

Christ converts a Christian persecutor into a Christian. 

 

1. Saul of Tarsus had been an active and approving witness to the stoning of Stephen (Acts 7:58; 

8:1). He was a highly intelligent, superbly educated, supremely biblically literate young man. 

Put yourself in the place of Saul on his way to Damascus to arrest Christians (verses 1-2). What 

shocking things do you see and hear (verses 3-6)? How would you feel? 
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2. Saul had been persecuting Christian believers. How do you explain why Jesus twice says 

“persecuting Me” (verses 3-5)? What did Saul learn about who Jesus is? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Verses 8-9 reveal Saul’s physical state as he went to Damascus and over the next three days. 

If you were Saul, what would be going through your mind during this time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. When has God overturned your expectations in a surprising, even shocking, way? What did 

He teach you through that? How did it affect your relationship with Him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What is daunting about the assignment which the Lord gives Ananias (verses 10-19)? How do 

you suppose that Ananias was able to call Saul his brother when Saul had persecuted so many 

Christians. Think of a daunting assignment you received from the Lord. How does Ananias’ 

example encourage you to pursue that assignment?  
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Sunday November 1  Acts 10:23-48  New Beginnings  

 
23 Then Peter invited the men into the house to be his guests. The next day Peter started out with 

them, and some of the believers from Joppa went along. 24 The following day he arrived in 

Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close 

friends. 25 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and fell at his feet in reverence. 26 But 

Peter made him get up. “Stand up,” he said, “I am only a man myself.” 
27 While talking with him, Peter went inside and found a large gathering of people. 28 He said to 

them: “You are well aware that it is against our law for a Jew to associate with or visit a 

Gentile. But God has shown me that I should not call anyone impure or unclean. 29 So when I 

was sent for, I came without raising any objection. May I ask why you sent for me?” 
30 Cornelius answered: “Three days ago I was in my house praying at this hour, at three in the 

afternoon. Suddenly a man in shining clothes stood before me 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, God has 

heard your prayer and remembered your gifts to the poor. 32 Send to Joppa for Simon who is 

called Peter. He is a guest in the home of Simon the tanner, who lives by the sea.’ 33 So I sent for 

you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to 

listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us.” 
34 Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show 

favoritism 35 but accepts from every nation the one who fears Him and does what is right. 36 You 

know the message God sent to the people of Israel, announcing the good news of peace through 

Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all. 37 You know what has happened throughout the province of 

Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached— 38 how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how He went around doing good and healing all 

who were under the power of the devil, because God was with Him. 
39 “We are witnesses of everything He did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They 

killed Him by hanging him on a cross, 40 but God raised Him from the dead on the third day and 

caused Him to be seen. 41 He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had 

already chosen—by us who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 42 He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that He is the one whom God appointed as 

judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about Him that everyone who 

believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins through His name.” 
44 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit came on all who heard the message. 

 45 The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 

had been poured out even on Gentiles. 46 For they heard them speaking in tongues and praising God. 

Then Peter said, 47 “Surely no one can stand in the way of their being baptized with water. They 

have received the Holy Spirit just as we have.” 48 So he ordered that they be baptized in the name 

of Jesus Christ. Then they asked Peter to stay with them for a few days. 

 

Peter learns that Christ wants to save Gentiles as well as Jews. 

 

1. Peter’s speech to this Gentile household differed in several ways from what he said to Jewish 

audiences. What key points did he make in verses 34-43?  
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2. What happened in the middle of Peter’s speech (verses 44-46). What did this signify? Why 

were Peter’s fellow Jewish believers astonished? Why was it necessary to baptize the Gentiles 

in water in addition to their experience (verses 47-48)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Holy Spirit had fallen on believers in Jerusalem (Act 2) and in Samaria (Act 8). Now it 

has fallen on Gentiles in Caesarea. How is this related to Jesus’ prediction in Acts 1:8? 

 
 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be My witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Write out your presentation of the gospel for people who aren’t Christian based upon Peter’s 

points in his message. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Ask God to open your eyes and your heart where you have been closed to outsiders. Pray that 

you will see people as God sees them, as beloved by God and in need of the gospel. This week, 

share with a person in your life who is not a Christian the gospel that you wrote down in 

question # 4 above. 
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Monday November 2 Romans 1:18-32 Paul’s Mission 

 
18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of 

people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is 

plain to them, because God has made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world 

God’s invisible qualities—His eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but 

their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to 

be wise, they became fools 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to 

look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. 
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the 

degrading of their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and 

worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural 

sexual relations for unnatural ones. 27 In the same way the men also abandoned natural relations 

with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed shameful acts with 

other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error. 
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God 

gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have 

become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, 

murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant 

and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no 

understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that 

those who do such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also 

approve of those who practice them. 

 

1. How does this passage help us to understand humanity’s problem from God’s perspective? 

What are the root causes of the problem? How does the problem progress?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. As you examine the symptoms in verses 28-32, which ones do you see in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Pray to God about the symptoms you mentioned in question # 2 that you see in your life. Talk 

with the Lord about what these symptoms say about the heart of your relationship with the Lord. 

Tell God how you want to strengthen your relationship with Him to reduce these symptoms. 
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Tuesday November 3  Romans 2:1-16 Paul’s Mission 

 

2 You, therefore, have no excuse, you who pass judgment on someone else, for at whatever point you 

judge another, you are condemning yourself, because you who pass judgment do the same things. 2 Now 

we know that God’s judgment against those who do such things is based on truth. 3 So when you, a 

mere human being, pass judgment on them and yet do the same things, do you think you will escape 

God’s judgment? 4 Or do you show contempt for the riches of His kindness, forbearance and 

patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance? 
5 But because of your stubbornness and your unrepentant heart, you are storing up wrath against 

yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when His righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 God “will 

repay each person according to what they have done.” 7 To those who by persistence in doing 

good seek glory, honor and immortality, He will give eternal life. 8 But for those who are self-

seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger. 9 There will be 

trouble and distress for every human being who does evil: first for the Jew, then for the 

Gentile; 10 but glory, honor and peace for everyone who does good: first for the Jew, then for the 

Gentile. 11 For God does not show favoritism. 
12 All who sin apart from the law will also perish apart from the law, and all who sin under the 

law will be judged by the law. 13 For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s 

sight, but it is those who obey the law who will be declared righteous. 14 (Indeed, when Gentiles, 

who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, 

even though they do not have the law. 15 They show that the requirements of the law are written 

on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts sometimes accusing 

them and at other times even defending them.) 16 This will take place on the day when God judges 

people’s secrets through Jesus Christ, as my gospel declares. 

 

1. In what ways does God’s kindness lead to repentance (verses 1-4)? What are the 

consequences of not accepting God’s kindness? 

 

 

 

2. By what standards will God judge people in the final judgment (verses 6 -16)? 

 

 

 

3. How do you reconcile these standards with justification by faith rather than by good works? 

 

 

 

4.  Where in your life do you need God to deal with your attitude toward people you tend to 

think are not as “good” as you are? Talk with the Lord about that. 

 

 

 

5. As you grow older in your spiritual life, does your appreciation for God’s grace grow 

stronger or is it taken for granted? Why? Take time to sincerely express your gratitude for 

God’s grace and how it blesses you. 
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Wednesday November 4 Romans 3:21-31 Paul’s Mission 

 
21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the Law 

and the Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 

believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short of 

the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by 

Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of His 

blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His 

forbearance He had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished— 26 He did it to demonstrate 

His righteousness at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have 

faith in Jesus. 
27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. Because of what law? The law that requires works? 

No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith 

apart from the works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? Is He not the God of 

Gentiles too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is only one God, who will justify the circumcised 

by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31 Do we, then, nullify the law by this 

faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. 

 

When Jesus Christ confronts us with good news of salvation, He does not hand us another set of 

rules for us to keep. He offers us a new relationship apart from the law. Our acquittal is not based 

on our good deeds; it is based on what Christ has done and our faith in Him. The doctrine of 

justification can be simply summed up as “Just as if I had never sinned.” Big words such as 

atonement and propitiation can be simplified by the word “satisfaction.”  Christ satisfied the 

demands of the law of God. Paul explains how a holy God can forgive people who deserve 

eternal judgment for their sin. 

 

Note: In verse 22 “faith” is a profound trust in Christ’s death to pay the penalty for our sin. Faith 

is not a general feeling that all will work out but trust in a specific Person, Jesus Christ. 

 

Note: In verse 24,” justified” is a word drawn from the law court. All humanity is on trial before 

God and is guilty. God the judge forgives them by taking the penalty Himself and declares them 

innocent. By faith we can receive God’s grace so that we can be pronounced righteous and are 

freed to do good works out of love for God, not out of fear of His wrath. 

 

Note: In verse 24, “redemption” is the act of buying the freedom of a slave – in this case, a slave 

in bondage to sin. When we sin we become enslaved to the power of sin and the devil. When we 

invite Christ into our lives by His Holy Spirit, He frees us from the power of sin. 

 

Note: in verse 25, “sacrifice of atonement” refers to the temple and the Old Testament system of 

sacrifice. Christ’ death is the ultimate, final, and complete sacrifice for sin. Christ took upon 

Himself the wrath due because of our sin. Christ’s atoning sacrifice satisfies God’s justice by 

punishing us in Christ for our sin and enables God to forgive us completely. 

 

1. Verse 23 is a strong statement. What would most secular thinkers say about this verse? What 

do you think about the universal sinfulness of humanity? What evidence do you have to 

support your view? 
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2. Verses 21 to 26 explain the very foundation of the Christian faith. How would you take these 

verses and restate them in a way that would communicate the message of Christ to people 

around you who do not know Christ? In particular, explain “justified”, “redeemed”, and 

“atoned” in ways that your unbelieving friend could understand. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How do these terms explain how it can be “just” for guilty people to be declared innocent? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Write out what each of the images Paul uses to describe Christ’s death means to you 

personally. Consider the differences that these things make in your relationship with God, in 

the sense of who you are, and the impact on how you want to live. 

 

Image from the passage The difference 

this makes in my 

relationship with 

God is: 

The difference this 

makes in my sense 

of who I am is: 

The way that this 

impacts how I 

want to live is: 

From the law court, 

I am justified 

 

   

From the slave market,  

I am redeemed 

 

   

From the temple sacrifices, 

I am atoned 

 

   

 

 

5. What words or phrases here show that this righteousness comes from God and not our 

efforts? What do we need to do in order to benefit from what Christ has done for us? Have 

you done this? If you have, praise God for His grace to you. If you haven’t done it yet, 

consider receiving His gift of eternal life now. 
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Thursday November 5 Romans 8:1-17 Paul’s Mission 

 

8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through 

Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and 

death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 

sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so He condemned sin 

in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do 

not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those 

who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind 

governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The mind 

governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those 

who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the 

Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to 

Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, 

the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from 

the dead is living in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal 

bodies because of His Spirit who lives in you. 
12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live 

according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put 

to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received 

does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought 

about your adoption to sonship. And by Him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself 

testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—

heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in His sufferings in order that we may 

also share in His glory. 

 

After describing our inward struggle with sin in chapter 7, Paul tells how we can have freedom 

from sin’s power through the ministry of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit frees us and gives us 

the power to really live for God.  

 

Note: In verse 2, “in Christ” means that we united with Christ when we invited Christ to live in 

us.  Christ is in us to give us the position of being righteous and the power to live righteously. 

 

Note: In verse 2, the “law of the Spirit of life” means that Christ dwells within us by His Spirit, 

and His Spirit infuses into us a new principle – the law of life – which is stronger that the 

strength of indwelling sin and sets us free from its tyranny. 

 

1. Verses 1-4 really are a gospel summary. How might you put this in your own words to 

explain to someone who was frustrated with trying to be “good enough” for God? How does 

the teaching in verses 1-4 affect you? 
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2. Compare what Paul says about the two ways of living in verses 5-11: 

 

 According to the sinful nature According to the Spirit 

What the mind 

focuses upon 

 

  

Relationship to God 

 

 

  

Relationship to the 

law 

 

  

Results in our lives 

now 

 

  

Results in our lives 

ultimately 

 

  

 

 

 

3. In order that we can live a life of freedom: 

 

• What does the Holy Spirit do for us (verses 9-11, 15-17)? Praise Him for that. 

 

 

 

• What do we need to do (verses 12-14)? Commit to the Lord in prayer to do those 

things. 

 

 

4. In verses 15, Abba is a term of endearment which could be close enough to be translated 

“Daddy.” Do you feel that you can address God as “daddy” in your prayers?  Why? Ask God 

to develop your relationship with Him to the point that you can call Him “daddy.” 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What old sinful thought patterns do you frequently find yourself falling into? What did you 

learn from this passage to help you with that? Practise today what you learned. 
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Friday November 6  Romans 12:9-21  Paul’s Mission 

 
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in 

love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 

fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with 

the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; 

mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be 

willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it 

is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my 

dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will 

repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, 

give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not 

be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

Paul explains what it means to really love other people.  

 

1. What is God teaching you in this passage about real love? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Talk with the Lord about what you will do this week to practice love with: 

 

 

• Your family 

 

 

 

 

• Your workmates or schoolmates 

 

 

 

• Your LIFE group 

 

 

3. Who is a difficult person in your life? What principles from this passage could help you in 

your relationship with that person? Ask God for His forgiveness for anything you’ve done 

wrong in this relationship. Ask God for His patience and power to apply some of the 

principles from this passage that could help that relationship. 
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Saturday November 7 Romans 12: 1-8; 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 Paul’s Mission 

 

Romans 12:3-8 
3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 

you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has 

distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these 

members do not all have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and 

each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given to 

each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith; 7 if it is 

serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give 

encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 

mercy, do it cheerfully. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
1 Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You 

know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute 

idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, 

“Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different 

kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and 

in everyone it is the same God at work. 
7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is 

given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of 

the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 

Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between 

spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and He distributes them to each 

one, just as He determines. 

 

1. What is the source of spiritual gifts? What are the purposes of spiritual gifts? 

 

 

 

2. Of the spiritual gifts listed, which ones have you received? Thank the Lord for them. 

 

 

 

3. How have you used your spiritual gifts? What was the result? Praise the Lord for using you 

those ways. 

 

 

 

4. Ask the Lord how He would like you to use your spiritual gifts at church and in your family. 

Commit to serving people with your gifts as you ask the Lord to empower your service. 
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Sunday November 8  Galatians 5:16-26  Paul’s Mission 

 
16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh 

desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in 

conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the 

Spirit, you are not under the law. 
19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and 

witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and 

envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 

will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ 

Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us 

keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 

1. Describe the conflict in a Christian’s life (verses 16-18)? What is the source of that conflict? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Ask the Lord to help you see how you have given into the acts of the sinful nature in verses 

19-21. Tell the Lord how you are impacted by this. Express to God how you feel about this. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What fruit of the Holy Spirit do you see in your life in verses 22-23? Praise God for helping 

you produce that fruit in your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is God’s responsibility in producing this fruit (verses 18, 22-26)? What is your 

responsibility in producing this fruit? 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Pray that the Lord will help you to cooperate with Him so that you can see more of the fruit 

that is limited in your life. 

 

 



                               God’s Story Gives our Story Hope 
 

82 

 

Monday November 9 Acts 20:17-38  Paul’s Final Days 

 
17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he said 

to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I came into the 

province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the midst of 

severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not hesitated to 

preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to 

house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and 

have faith in our Lord Jesus. 
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 

there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing 

me. 24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete 

the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever 

see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of 

you. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over 

yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the 

church of God, which He bought with His own blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will 

come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and 

distort the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that 

for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 
32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of His grace, which can build you up and give you 

an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold 

or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the 

needs of my companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we 

must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus Himself said: ‘It is more blessed to 

give than to receive.’ ” 
36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 They all wept 

as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his statement that they 

would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship. 

 

1. How has Paul served the people in Ephesus (verses 17-27)? Why did he serve like that? 

 

 

2. What is Paul calling the elders to do (verses 28-35)? What motivation does Paul give them to 

do this? 

 

 

3. How do the elders respond to Paul (verses 36-37)? What will they miss about Paul? 

 

 

4. Who makes up the “flock” for whom you are responsible? Talk with the Lord about how you 

want to shepherd them based upon what you learned from Paul. 

 

5. Look at Paul’s goal in life in verse 24. Talk with the Lord about your goal in your life and 

how you will pursue it. 
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Tuesday November 10  Ephesians 1:1-14  Paul’s Final Days 

 

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in 

Christ Jesus: 2 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 

realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For He chose us in Him before the creation of the 

world to be holy and blameless in His sight. In love 5 He predestined us for adoption to 

sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of His 

glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves. 7 In Him we have 

redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s 

grace 8 that He lavished on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 He made known to us the 

mystery of His will according to His good pleasure, which He purposed in Christ, 10 to be put 

into effect when the times reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on 

earth under Christ. 
11 In Him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of Him who works 

out everything in conformity with the purpose of His will, 12 in order that we, who were the first to 

put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of His glory. 13 And you also were included in 

Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation. When you believed, you 

were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing our 

inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

 

 

1. Explain in your own words the spiritual blessings we have in Christ (verses 4-7, 13-14). 

 

 

 

 

2. What does this passage say about how God blesses other believers? How will that affect how 

you relate with other believers? 

 

 

 

3. What is the mystery of God’s will (verses 9-10)? What is God’s plan for you (verses 11-12) 

and how does it tie in with the mystery of God’s will? 

 

 

 

4. Praise God for His blessings for you that you listed in question # 1.  Tell God what each of 

these blessings means to you personally. 

 

 

 

5. How do you feel about the quality of love of the One who has loved you? Talk with God about 

the quality of love that you show Him. 
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Wednesday November 11 Ephesians 2:1-10  Paul’s Final Days 

 

2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when you 

followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at 

work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 

cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature 

deserving of wrath. 4 But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us 

alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms in 

Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages He might show the incomparable riches of His 

grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been 

saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so 

that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

 

1. Describe what a person’s spiritual condition is before they become a Christian (verses 1-3).  

 

 

2. How did you “gratify the desires of the sinful nature” before you became a Christian? How did 

that affect you? How did it affect God? How will you avoid gratifying the desires of the sinful 

nature now? 

 

 

 

3. Explain salvation from verses 1-9: 

 

• What do we need to be saved from? 

 

 

• What does God do to save us? 

 

 

• What do we need to do to be saved? 

 

 

• What do we receive from God in salvation? 

 

 

4. Express your gratitude to God for your salvation in a fresh way. Perhaps pray to Him while 

you go for a walk. Think about what your life would have been like without Christ. Thank 

Him for all that His salvation means to you.   

 

 

 

5. Ask a friend if they have the assurance of going to heaven. Share with them what gives you 

that assurance.  
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Thursday November 12 Ephesians 4:17-32  Paul’s Final Days 

 
17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in 

the futility of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life 

of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19 Having lost 

all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of 

impurity, and they are full of greed. 
20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you heard about Christ and were 

taught in Him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to 

your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 

desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to 

be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 
25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are 

all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you 

are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal 

no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have 

something to share with those in need. 
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building 

others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the 

Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all 

bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind 

and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 

1. What does Paul teach us about the cause of our sinful tendencies (verses 17-19)? 

 

 

 

2. What does it mean to put off your old self and to put on the new self (verses 22-24)? 

 

 

 

3. What do you learn about anger in verses 26-32?  When is anger sinful?  What are the risks of 

anger? What are the different types of anger? Which ones are you susceptible to? 

 

 

 

4. Consider someone who has treated you unfairly. Talk with God about how you will work 

with His help to let go of anger and forgive (verses 29-32). 

 

 

 

5. Ask God what things in your life that God would like you to put off? How will you work 

with God to put them off? How will you put on the new self created to be like God in true 

righteousness and holiness? 
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Friday November 13  Ephesians 5:1-21  Paul’s Final Days 

 

5 1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just 

as Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
3 But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or 

of greed, because these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, 

foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you 

can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person—such a person is an idolater—has any 

inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for 

because of such things God’s wrath comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be 

partners with them. 
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for 

the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what 

pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose 

them. 12 It is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This 

is why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 
15 Be very careful, then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the 

Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the 

Spirit, 19 speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make 

music from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 

 

We grow as Christ’s disciple by letting the Holy Spirit fill us with Christ’s life. 

 

1. In verse 1, how does Paul call us to live and what motivation does he give us? 

 

 

 

2. What do we need to avoid and why (verses 3-7)? 

 

 

 

3. In verses 8-14, how does Paul call us to live? How does God enable us to do this? What is our 

responsibility? 

 

 

4. From verses 18-21, what qualities should be exhibited in the Spirit-filled life? 

 

 

5. Pray through this passage of Scripture slowly meditating on each sentence. Ask God to show 

you how you are doing at living out what God desires for you in that sentence. Thank Him 

for your progress in Christlike character that He points out. Sincerely commit to work at 

anything that needs change. 
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Saturday November 14  2 Timothy 2:14-26  Paul’s Final Days 

 
14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about 

words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present yourself to 

God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the 

word of truth. 16 Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and 

more ungodly. 17 Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and 

Philetus, 18 who have departed from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken 

place, and they destroy the faith of some. 19 Nevertheless, God’s solid foundation stands 

firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord knows those who are His,” and, “Everyone who 

confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.” 
20 In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some 

are for special purposes and some for common use. 21 Those who cleanse themselves from the 

latter will be instruments for special purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to 

do any good work. 
22 Flee the evil desires of youth and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those 

who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 Don’t have anything to do with foolish and stupid 

arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24 And the Lord’s servant must not be 

quarrelsome but must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25 Opponents must be 

gently instructed, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge 

of the truth, 26 and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who 

has taken them captive to do his will. 

 

1. What do the examples of the soldier, athlete, and farmer teach about the Christian life (verses 3-

7)? How would these illustrations encourage Timothy to steadfastly endure his own suffering? 

 

 

2. In spite of suffering, what keeps Paul from giving up (verses 8-10)? What kept you going in 

times of suffering? Thank God for how He helps both Paul and you. 

 

 

 

3. According to verses 15-16 and 19-24, what are the noble “gold and silver” things that you 

should pursue? Why? Ask God to show you how you are doing at this. Commit to the Lord 

how you will work at this with His help. 

 

 

4. According to verses 15-16 and 19-24, what are the ignoble “wood and clay” things that you 

should flee? Why? Ask God to show you how you are doing at this. Commit to the Lord how 

you will work at this with His help 

 

 

5. Why is it important to lovingly teach the gospel to others (verse 15, 25, 26)? Ask the Holy 

Spirit to reveal to you ways in which you need to be available to others. Ask Him for the 

strength to endure hardships for His sake when talking with non-believers. 
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Sunday November 15  2 Timothy 3:10 – 4:8  Paul’s Final Days 

 
10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 

endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, 

 Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In 

fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers 

and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, 

continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from 

whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 

 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

4 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of 

His appearing and His kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season and 

out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3 For the 

time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they 

will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 4 They 

will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 But you, keep your head in all 

situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry. 
6 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the time for my departure is near. 7 I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for 

me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—

and not only to me, but also to all who have longed for His appearing. 

 

1. What does Paul state about the origin and purpose of scripture (3:14-17)? How is knowing 

scripture so important?  

 

 

2. Talk with the Lord about the role that He wants scripture to play in your life. Tell God how 

you will act on that. 

 

 

3. As you consider Timothy’s ministry (4:1-5), what 9 final orders does Paul solemnly charge 

Timothy to fulfill? Why are they so crucial?  

 

 

4. Which of these 9 orders is God calling you to fulfill? How will you do it? Pray that the Lord 

would enable you to fulfill them. 

 

 

 

5. According to 4:6-8, if we long for Jesus’ return, what will our life’s goals and activities look 

like? How do these words challenge your life? Use 4:6-8 as a basis of your prayer to God 

about your life. 
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Monday November 16  Revelation 1   The End Of Time 

 

1 The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants what must soon 

take place. He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John, 2 who testifies to 

everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 3 Blessed is the 

one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to 

heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
4 John, to the seven churches in the province of Asia: Grace and peace to you from Him who is, and 

who was, and who is to come, and from the seven spirits before His throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, 

who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To Him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by His blood, 6 and has made us to be a kingdom 

and priests to serve His God and Father—to Him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. 
7 “Look, He is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see Him, even those who pierced 

Him”; and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of Him.” So shall it be! Amen. 
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” 
9 I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering and kingdom and patient endurance that 

are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of 

Jesus. 10 On the Lord’s Day I was in the Spirit, and I heard behind me a loud voice like a 

trumpet, 11 which said: “Write on a scroll what you see and send it to the seven churches: to 

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.” 
12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned I saw seven 

golden lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone like a Son of man, dressed in a 

robe reaching down to His feet and with a golden sash around His chest. 14 The hair on His head 

was white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like 

bronze glowing in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of rushing waters. 16 In His right 

hand He held seven stars, and coming out of His mouth was a sharp, double-edged sword. His 

face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance. 
17 When I saw Him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then He placed His right hand on me and 

said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and now 

look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades. 
19 “Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place later. 20 The 

mystery of the seven stars that you saw in My right hand and of the seven golden lampstands is 

this: The seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the 

seven churches. 

 

1. What are the meanings of the titles given to Jesus in verses 5-6? What three things does Jesus 

do for us? Thank God for the ways that these things benefit you personally. 
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2. How will you personalize and pass on the blessing of verse 3? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Meditate on verses 12-18. What do the images suggest about Jesus Christ? How does this 

make you feel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the meaning of the seven stars (verses 19-20)? The seven lampstands? What does it 

mean for a church to be a light? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How well is Cheyne church a light? Why? Ask God to help Cheyne to shine as a bright light 

and show you how you can contribute to that. 
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Tuesday November 17  Revelation 2   The End Of Time 

 

2 “To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: These are the words of Him who holds the seven 

stars in His right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your 

hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have 

tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have 

persevered and have endured hardships for My name, and have not grown weary. 
4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far you 

have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and 

remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices 

of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 
7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 

victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God. 
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: These are the words of Him who is the First and 

the Last, who died and came to life again. 9 I know your afflictions and your poverty—yet you are 

rich! I know about the slander of those who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue 

of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of 

you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the 

point of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 
11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who is 

victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death. 
12 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write: These are the words of Him who has the 

sharp, double-edged sword. 13 I know where you live—where Satan has his throne. Yet you 

remain true to My name. You did not renounce your faith in Me, not even in the days of Antipas, 

My faithful witness, who was put to death in your city—where Satan lives. 
14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: There are some among you who hold to the 

teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they ate food 

sacrificed to idols and committed sexual immorality. 15 Likewise, you also have those who hold to 

the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 16 Repent therefore! Otherwise, I will soon come to you and will 

fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 
17 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is 

victorious, I will give some of the hidden manna. I will also give that person a white stone with a 

new name written on it, known only to the one who receives it. 
18 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: These are the words of the Son of God, whose 

eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your 

love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more than you did at 

first. 20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself 

a prophet. By her teaching she misleads My servants into sexual immorality and the eating of 

food sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is 

unwilling. 22 So I will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit 

adultery with her suffer intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children 

dead. Then all the churches will know that I am He who searches hearts and minds, and I will 

repay each of you according to your deeds. 
24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not 

learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 25 except to 

hold on to what you have until I come.’ 
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26 To the one who is victorious and does My will to the end, I will give authority over the 

nations— 27 that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like 

pottery’—just as I have received authority from My Father. 28 I will also give that one the 

morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 

 

1. What are the positives of each of these four churches? 

 

Ephesus: 

 

Smyrna: 

 

Pergamum: 

 

Thyatira: 

 

2. How do you see these positive traits in Cheyne Church? Thank the Lord for that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are the negatives of each of these four churches? How serious are these negatives? 

 

Ephesus: 

 

Smyrna: 

 

Pergamum: 

 

Thyatira: 

 

4. How do you see these negative traits in Cheyne Church? How is that impacting Cheyne? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Ask God to help us change these negative traits. Ask God to show you how you can part of 

His solution. 
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Wednesday November 18 Revelation 3   The End Of Time 

 

3 “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: These are the words of Him who holds the seven 

spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but 

you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have found your 

deeds unfinished in the sight of My God. 3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and 

heard; hold it fast, and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will 

not know at what time I will come to you. 
4 Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with Me, 

dressed in white, for they are worthy. 5 The one who is victorious will, like them, be dressed in 

white. I will never blot out the name of that person from the book of life, but will acknowledge 

that name before My Father and His angels. 6 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit 

says to the churches. 
7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of Him who is holy and 

true, who holds the key of David. What He opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can 

open. 8 I know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I 

know that you have little strength, yet you have kept My word and have not denied My name. 9 I 

will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who claim to be Jews though they are 

not, but are liars—I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge that I have 

loved you. 10 Since you have kept My command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the 

hour of trial that is going to come on the whole world to test the inhabitants of the earth. 
11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 The one 

who is victorious I will make a pillar in the temple of My God. Never again will they leave it. I 

will write on them the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the new 

Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from My God; and I will also write on them My 

new name. 13 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful 

and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor 

hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor 

cold—I am about to spit you out of My mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and 

do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and 

naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and 

white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, 

so you can see. 19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 20 Here I 

am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come 

in and eat with that person, and they with Me. 21 To the one who is victorious, I will give the right 

to sit with Me on My throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with My Father on His 

throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

 

1. What are the positives of each of these three churches? 

 

Sardis: 

 

Philadelphia: 

 

Laodecia: 



                               God’s Story Gives our Story Hope 
 

94 

 

2. How do you see these positive traits in Cheyne Church? Thank the Lord for that. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are the negatives of each of these three churches? How serious are these negatives? 

 

Sardis: 

 

 

 

Philadelphia: 

 

 

 

Laodecia: 

 

 

 

 

4. How do you see these negative traits in Cheyne Church? How is that impacting Cheyne? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Ask God to help us change these negative traits. Ask God to show you how you can be part 

of His solution. 
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Thursday November 19 Revelation 5   The End Of Time 

 

5 Then I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides  

and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is 

worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 

earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found 

who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not 

weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 

the scroll and its seven seals.” 
6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by 

the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven 

spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of Him who 

sat on the throne. 8 And when He had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell 

down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which 

are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll 

and to open its seals, because You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased for God persons 

from every tribe and language and people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and 

ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 

elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive 

power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 

all that is in them, saying: “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor 

and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

1. Why is Christ the only one worthy enough to open the scroll (verse 2)? 

 

 

2. What titles are used to describe Christ? What does it mean that He is both a Lion and a 

Lamb? What does this mean in your life? 

 

 

3. What is the meaning of the seven horns and seven eyes? 

 

 

 

4. Where does Christ appear (verses 6-14)? What is the significance of this? What is the 

response when He takes the scroll? 

 

 

 

5. What does the vision in this passage say to us as we view our out-of-control world? Based on 

this, what actions is the Lord calling you to take this week? 
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Friday November 20  Revelation 20   The End Of Time 

 

20 And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in 

his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or 

Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and 

sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were 

ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the 

souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the 

word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on 

their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand 

years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is 

the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second 

death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with 

Him for a thousand years. 
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to 

deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 

battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of 

the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city He loves. But fire came down from 

heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of 

burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented 

day and night for ever and ever. 
11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled 

from His presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, 

standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book 

of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The 

sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, 

and each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and Hades were 

thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone whose name was not 

found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

 

1. Why is Satan bound (verses 1-3)? By whom? How? Why is he released for a while? 

 

2. What is the first resurrection (verse 6)? What is the second death? Why? What do these mean 

for Christians? What do these mean to the rest of the dead? 

 

3. Who is exempted and who is exonerated at the “great white throne” judgment (verses 11-

15)? On what basis? 

 

4. What do you find comforting in this chapter? What disturbs you? 

 

5. Imagine a book made of your life, with every thought and deed recorded, then read by all. 

How would you feel? If Jesus edited that book by substituting His works for yours, how 

would you feel then? How will you then live today? 
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Saturday November 21 Revelation 21   The End Of Time 

 

21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 

people, and He will dwell with them. They will be His people, and God Himself will be with them 

and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 
5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then He said, “Write 

this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 
6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the 

thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. 7 Those who are 

victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be My children. 8 But the 

cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice 

magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning 

sulfur. This is the second death.” 
9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues came and said to 

me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the Lamb.” 10 And he carried me away in the 

Spirit to a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy City, Jerusalem, coming down out 

of heaven from God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very 

precious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall with twelve gates, and 

with twelve angels at the gates. On the gates were written the names of the twelve tribes of 

Israel. 13 There were three gates on the east, three on the north, three on the south and three on 

the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the names of the twelve 

apostles of the Lamb. 
15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and 

its walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as long as it was wide. He measured the city with 

the rod and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as wide and high as it is long. 17 The angel 

measured the wall using human measurement, and it was 144 cubits thick. 18 The wall was made 

of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass. 19 The foundations of the city walls were 

decorated with every kind of precious stone. The first foundation was jasper, the second 

sapphire, the third agate, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth ruby, the seventh 

chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth turquoise, the eleventh jacinth, and the 

twelfth amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The 

great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass. 
22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its 

temple. 23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it 

light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth 

will bring their splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night 

there. 26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27 Nothing impure will ever 

enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are 

written in the Lamb’s book of life. 
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1. Where will the new world be lived out – on earth or in heaven (verses 1-4)? Why do you 

think so? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Who will be the “residents” of the New Jerusalem (verses 5-10)? Whose presence is the 

vision caught up with? What or who is missing from this picture? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the goal of all redemption (verses 1-8)? What do you think it will be like living 

without fear, pain or death, and with the continual and direct presence of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How do you feel about knowing that the Holy city will be your hometown? That it will last 

forever? How do you feel that this is what Jesus planned and purchased for you? Talk with 

the Lord about how this will impact your lifestyle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What has caused you mourning, crying, and pain in the past year? Talk with the Lord about 

what this means to you personally to know that this will pass away. 
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Sunday November 22  Revelation 22   The End Of Time 

 

22 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of 

the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 

the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be any curse. The 

throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants will serve Him. 4 They will 

see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will 

not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And 

they will reign for ever and ever. 
6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires 

the prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must soon take place.” 
7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written in 

this scroll.” 
8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen them, I fell 

down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 But he said to me, 

“Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow prophets and with all who 

keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 
10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the time is 

near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; 

let the one who does right continue to do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.” 
12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person according to 

what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 

the End. 
14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may 

go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the 

sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices falsehood. 
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the 

Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 
17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one 

who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 
18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything to 

them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if anyone takes 

words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that person any share in the 

tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. 
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 

 

 

1. What words of Christ are repeated three times in this closing chapter of God’s Word (verses 

7, 12, 20)? How do these words sum up the theme of Revelation? 
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2. Regarding Jesus’ claims in verses 12-17, how is the final state of humanity determined: 

 

• By what we have done in this present life (verse 12)? 

 

• By our response to God’s free gift (verse 17)? 

 

Why? 

 

 

 

3. In the contrast between those “inside” the city and those “outside” (verses 14-15), what is 

implied about the basis for our salvation and judgment? What does it mean to “wash” one’s 

“robe”? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the meaning of God’s final curse in verses 18-19? Knowing what you know now 

about the seven plagues, the tree of life, and the Holy City, how seriously do you take this 

warning? Talk with God about how this impacts your study and application of God’s Word 

in your life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. How have your perceptions of Jesus, Satan, heaven and hell changed? Why? Talk with God 

about how these new perceptions will affect your worship and your lifestyle. 


