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Daily Devotions 
May 4 – June 28 

 

Spend about 20 minutes each day with God in your personal daily devotion. After you’ve read the 

passage, scan the questions quickly to see which questions interest you the most. Don’t worry about doing 

all the questions. The important thing is to do the questions that help you in your walk with God and to 

take the time to truly encounter God.  Try to do the last question for each day that applies the truth to your 

life. For each day: 

 

Pray that God will speak to you. 

 

 

 

Learn what God is saying to you. 

 

 

 

Apply in love what God wants you to do. 
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Monday May 4  Esther 1 A Woman’s Beauty And Courage 

 

1 This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, the Xerxes who ruled over 127 provinces stretching 

from India to Cush: 2 At that time King Xerxes reigned from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, 3 and 

in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet for all his nobles and officials. The military leaders of 

Persia and Media, the princes, and the nobles of the provinces were present. 
4 For a full 180 days he displayed the vast wealth of his kingdom and the splendor and glory of his 

majesty. 5 When these days were over, the king gave a banquet, lasting seven days, in the enclosed 

garden of the king’s palace, for all the people from the least to the greatest who were in the citadel of 

Susa.  7 Wine was served in goblets of gold, each one different from the other, and the royal wine was 

abundant, in keeping with the king’s liberality. 8 By the king’s command each guest was allowed to drink 

with no restrictions, for the king instructed all the wine stewards to serve each man what he wished. 
9 Queen Vashti also gave a banquet for the women in the royal palace of King Xerxes. 
10 On the seventh day, when King Xerxes was in high spirits from wine, he commanded the seven eunuchs 

who served him … 11 to bring before him Queen Vashti, wearing her royal crown, in order to display her 

beauty to the people and nobles, for she was lovely to look at. 12 But when the attendants delivered the 

king’s command, Queen Vashti refused to come. Then the king became furious and burned with anger. 
13 Since it was customary for the king to consult experts in matters of law and justice, he spoke with the 

wise men who understood the times 14 and were closest to the king … the seven nobles of Persia and 

Media who had special access to the king and were highest in the kingdom. 
15 “According to law, what must be done to Queen Vashti?” he asked. “She has not obeyed the command 

of King Xerxes that the eunuchs have taken to her.” 
16 Then Memukan replied in the presence of the king and the nobles, “Queen Vashti has done wrong, not only 

against the king but also against all the nobles and the peoples of all the provinces of King Xerxes. 17 For the 

queen’s conduct will become known to all the women, and so they will despise their husbands and say, ‘King 

Xerxes commanded Queen Vashti to be brought before him, but she would not come.’ 18 This very day the 

Persian and Median women of the nobility who have heard about the queen’s conduct will respond to all the 

king’s nobles in the same way. There will be no end of disrespect and discord. 
19 “Therefore, if it pleases the king, let him issue a royal decree and let it be written in the laws of Persia 

and Media, which cannot be repealed, that Vashti is never again to enter the presence of King Xerxes. 

Also let the king give her royal position to someone else who is better than she. 20 Then when the king’s 

edict is proclaimed throughout all his vast realm, all the women will respect their husbands, from the 

least to the greatest.” 
21 The king and his nobles were pleased with this advice, so the king did as Memukan proposed. 22 He sent 

dispatches to all parts of the kingdom, to each province in its own script and to each people in their own 

language, proclaiming that every man should be ruler over his own household, using his native tongue. 

 

1. Why does king Xerxes send for queen Vashti (verse 11)? How does she reply and why (verse 12)? 

How does the king react and why (verses 13-22)? 

 

2. What is at stake for the king and the queen? What is at stake for the whole nation? 

 

3. What is the Lord saying to you through this passage about responding to conflict and mutual respect? 

Ask God to help you to apply these lessons in a conflict that you are facing. 
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Tuesday May 5  Esther 2 A Woman’s Beauty And Courage 

 

2 Later when King Xerxes’ fury had subsided, he remembered Vashti and what she had done and what he 

had decreed about her. 2 Then the king’s personal attendants proposed, “Let a search be made for 

beautiful young virgins for the king. 3 Let the king appoint commissioners in every province of his realm 

to bring all these beautiful young women into the harem at the citadel of Susa. Let them be placed under 

the care of Hegai, the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the women; and let beauty treatments be given 

to them. 4 Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This advice 

appealed to the king, and he followed it. 
5 Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the son 

of Shimei, the son of Kish, 6 who had been carried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar king of 

Babylon, among those taken captive with Jehoiachin king of Judah. 7 Mordecai had a cousin named 

Hadassah, whom he had brought up because she had neither father nor mother. This young woman, who 

was also known as Esther, had a lovely figure and was beautiful. Mordecai had taken her as his own 

daughter when her father and mother died. 
8 When the king’s order and edict had been proclaimed, many young women were brought to the citadel 

of Susa and put under the care of Hegai. Esther also was taken to the king’s palace and entrusted to 

Hegai, who had charge of the harem. 9 She pleased him and won his favor. Immediately he provided her 

with her beauty treatments and special food. He assigned to her seven female attendants selected from the 

king’s palace and moved her and her attendants into the best place in the harem. 
10 Esther had not revealed her nationality and family background, because Mordecai had forbidden her to 

do so. 11 Every day he walked back and forth near the courtyard of the harem to find out how Esther was 

and what was happening to her. 
12 Before a young woman’s turn came to go in to King Xerxes, she had to complete twelve months of 

beauty treatments prescribed for the women, six months with oil of myrrh and six with perfumes and 

cosmetics. 13 And this is how she would go to the king: Anything she wanted was given her to take with her 

from the harem to the king’s palace. 14 In the evening she would go there and in the morning return to 

another part of the harem to the care of Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch who was in charge of the 

concubines. She would not return to the king unless he was pleased with her and summoned her by name. 
15 When the turn came for Esther (the young woman Mordecai had adopted, the daughter of his uncle 

Abihail) to go to the king, she asked for nothing other than what Hegai, the king’s eunuch who was in 

charge of the harem, suggested. And Esther won the favor of everyone who saw her. 16 She was taken to 

King Xerxes in the royal residence in the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign. 
17 Now the king was attracted to Esther more than to any of the other women, and she won his favor and 

approval more than any of the other virgins. So he set a royal crown on her head and made her 

queen instead of Vashti. 18 And the king gave a great banquet, Esther’s banquet, for all his nobles and 

officials. He proclaimed a holiday throughout the provinces and distributed gifts with royal liberality. 
19 When the virgins were assembled a second time, Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate. 20 But Esther 

had kept secret her family background and nationality just as Mordecai had told her to do, for she 

continued to follow Mordecai’s instructions as she had done when he was bringing her up. 
21 During the time Mordecai was sitting at the king’s gate, Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s 

officers who guarded the doorway, became angry and conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 22 But 

Mordecai found out about the plot and told Queen Esther, who in turn reported it to the king, giving 

credit to Mordecai. 23 And when the report was investigated and found to be true, the two officials were 

impaled on poles. All this was recorded in the book of the annals in the presence of the king. 
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1. How do you see God working behind the scenes to fulfill His plans for Esther and Mordecai? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Looking back over your life how have you seen God working His plans for your life? How have you 

seen God working His plans for your life through the covid-19 crisis?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Praise the LORD for how He has been fulfilling His plans for you. 
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Wednesday May 6  Esther 3 A Woman’s Beauty And Courage 

 

3 After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and 

giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the other nobles. 2 All the royal officials at the king’s 

gate knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king had commanded this concerning him. But 

Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor. 
3 Then the royal officials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why do you disobey the king’s command?” 

 4 Day after day they spoke to him but he refused to comply. Therefore they told Haman about it to see 

whether Mordecai’s behavior would be tolerated, for he had told them he was a Jew. 5 When Haman saw 

that Mordecai would not kneel down or pay him honor, he was enraged. 6 Yet having learned who 

Mordecai’s people were, he scorned the idea of killing only Mordecai. Instead Haman looked for a way to 

destroy all Mordecai’s people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom of Xerxes. 
7 In the twelfth year of King Xerxes, in the first month, the month of Nisan, the pur (that is, the lot) was cast 

in the presence of Haman to select a day and month. And the lot fell on the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 
8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed among the peoples in all the 

provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their customs are different from those of all 

other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best interest to tolerate them. 9 If 

it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will give ten thousand talents of silver to 

the king’s administrators for the royal treasury.” 
10 So the king took his signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the 

enemy of the Jews. 11 “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do with the people as you please.” 
12 Then on the thirteenth day of the first month the royal secretaries were summoned. They wrote out in 

the script of each province and in the language of each people all Haman’s orders to the king’s satraps, 

the governors of the various provinces and the nobles of the various peoples. These were written in the 

name of King Xerxes himself and sealed with his own ring. 13 Dispatches were sent by couriers to all the 

king’s provinces with the order to destroy, kill and annihilate all the Jews—young and old, women and 

children—on a single day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, and to plunder their 

goods. 14 A copy of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province and made known to the 

people of every nationality so they would be ready for that day. 15 The couriers went out, spurred on by 

the king’s command, and the edict was issued in the citadel of Susa. The king and Haman sat down to 

drink, but the city of Susa was bewildered. 

 

1. Why won’t Mordecai kneel? How does Haman respond? Why? 

 

2. What does this chapter add to your picture of King Xerxes and what it would be like to be his wife? 

 

3. In conflicts of conscience, are you more like: 

• Mordecai, a pacifist protestor? 

• Haman, an enraged politician? 

• Xerxes, easily swayed to be popular with the right people? 

 

Why would you say that you are like that person? 

 

4. Talk with the Lord about how He would like you to deal with conflict. Commit to make the changes 

that the Lord is guiding you to make in resolving conflict with His assistance. 
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Thursday May 7  Esther 4 A Woman’s Beauty And Courage 

 

4 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and ashes, and 

went out into the city, wailing loudly and bitterly. 2 But he went only as far as the king’s gate, because no 

one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to which the edict and order of the 

king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping and wailing. Many lay in 

sackcloth and ashes. 
4 When Esther’s eunuchs and female attendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great 

distress. She sent clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then 

Esther summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to attend her, and ordered him to find out 

what was troubling Mordecai and why. 
6 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7 Mordecai told 

him everything that had happened to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay 

into the royal treasury for the destruction of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for 

their annihilation, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, and he told 

him to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with him for her people. 
9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 Then she instructed him to say to 

Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the royal provinces know that for any man or 

woman who approaches the king in the inner court without being summoned the king has but one 

law: that they be put to death unless the king extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But 

thirty days have passed since I was called to go to the king.” 
12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: “Do not think that 

because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For if you remain silent at 

this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s 

family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal position for such a time as this?” 
15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and 

fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants will fast as you do. When 

this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 
17 So Mordecai went away and carried out all of Esther’s instructions. 

 

 

1. What does Esther decide to do about the situation that faces the Jews (verses 9-17)? What could it cost 

her to do this? Why is she willing to do it? 

 

 

 

2. What does fasting involve? Where is God in this? 

 

 

 

3. What is a risky situation that you face now, where there are tough consequences no matter what you 

choose? Talk with the LORD about how you will discern God’s will and act on it. Would the LORD 

like you to fast and pray about it? 
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Friday May 8   Esther 5, 6 A Woman’s Beauty And Courage 

 

Esther 5 

 

5 On the third day Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the inner court of the palace, in front of the 

king’s hall. The king was sitting on his royal throne in the hall, facing the entrance. 2 When he saw Queen 

Esther standing in the court, he was pleased with her and held out to her the gold scepter that was in his 

hand. So Esther approached and touched the tip of the scepter. 
3 Then the king asked, “What is it, Queen Esther? What is your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it 

will be given you.” 
4 “If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, together with Haman, come today to a banquet I 

have prepared for him.” 
5 “Bring Haman at once,” the king said, “so that we may do what Esther asks.” 

So the king and Haman went to the banquet Esther had prepared. 6 As they were drinking wine, the king 

again asked Esther, “Now what is your petition? It will be given you. And what is your request? Even up 

to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 
7 Esther replied, “My petition and my request is this: 8 If the king regards me with favor and if it pleases 

the king to grant my petition and fulfill my request, let the king and Haman come tomorrow to the 

banquet I will prepare for them. Then I will answer the king’s question.” 
9 Haman went out that day happy and in high spirits. But when he saw Mordecai at the king’s gate and 

observed that he neither rose nor showed fear in his presence, he was filled with rage against Mordecai. 

 10 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself and went home. Calling together his friends and Zeresh, his 

wife, 11 Haman boasted to them about his vast wealth, his many sons, and all the ways the king had 

honored him and how he had elevated him above the other nobles and officials. 12 “And that’s not all,” 

Haman added. “I’m the only person Queen Esther invited to accompany the king to the banquet she gave. 

And she has invited me along with the king tomorrow. 13 But all this gives me no satisfaction as long as I 

see that Jew Mordecai sitting at the king’s gate.” 
14 His wife Zeresh and all his friends said to him, “Have a pole set up, reaching to a height of fifty 

cubits, and ask the king in the morning to have Mordecai impaled on it. Then go with the king to the 

banquet and enjoy yourself.” This suggestion delighted Haman, and he had the pole set up. 

 

1. Why do you think that Esther delayed three days before she went to see the king? 

 

 

 

2. What is the king’s response so far to her requests? What does this imply? 

 

 

 

3. If any request could be granted, as was done for Esther, for what would you ask? Why that? Ask God 

for that if it is according to His will. 

 

 

4. What assurances do you have that when you ask God for something, it will be granted? Praise God for 

these assurances. 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

9 

 

Esther 6 

 

6 That night the king could not sleep; so he ordered the book of the chronicles, the record of his reign, to be 

brought in and read to him. 2 It was found recorded there that Mordecai had exposed Bigthana and Teresh, 

two of the king’s officers who guarded the doorway, who had conspired to assassinate King Xerxes. 
3 “What honor and recognition has Mordecai received for this?” the king asked. 

“Nothing has been done for him,” his attendants answered. 
4 The king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the palace to 

speak to the king about impaling Mordecai on the pole he had set up for him.  
5 His attendants answered, “Haman is standing in the court.” 

“Bring him in,” the king ordered. 
6 When Haman entered, the king asked him, “What should be done for the man the king delights to honor?” 

Now Haman thought to himself, “Who is there that the king would rather honor than me?” 7 So he 

answered the king, “For the man the king delights to honor, 8 have them bring a royal robe the king has 

worn and a horse the king has ridden, one with a royal crest placed on its head. 9 Then let the robe and 

horse be entrusted to one of the king’s most noble princes. Let them robe the man the king delights to 

honor, and lead him on the horse through the city streets, proclaiming before him, ‘This is what is done 

for the man the king delights to honor!’” 
10 “Go at once,” the king commanded Haman. “Get the robe and the horse and do just as you have suggested 

for Mordecai the Jew, who sits at the king’s gate. Do not neglect anything you have recommended.” 
11 So Haman got the robe and the horse. He robed Mordecai, and led him on horseback through the city 

streets, proclaiming before him, “This is what is done for the man the king delights to honor!” 
12 Afterward Mordecai returned to the king’s gate. But Haman rushed home, with his head covered in 

grief, 13 and told Zeresh his wife and all his friends everything that had happened to him. 

His advisers and his wife Zeresh said to him, “Since Mordecai, before whom your downfall has started, is 

of Jewish origin, you cannot stand against him—you will surely come to ruin!” 14 While they were still 

talking with him, the king’s eunuchs arrived and hurried Haman away to the banquet Esther had prepared. 

 

1. Where do you see the hand of God in all this: In circumstances? In hearts? In humour? 

 

 

 

2. What do Mordecai’s meekness and loyalty bring him? What spiritual law do you see at work here? 

  

 

 

3. How well do you live out meekness and loyalty? Why? 

 

 

 

 

4. Ask God to help you to grow in meekness and loyalty. 
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Saturday May 9  Esther 7, 8 A Woman’s Beauty And Courage 

 

Esther 7 

 

7 So the king and Haman went to Queen Esther’s banquet, 2 and as they were drinking wine on the second 

day, the king again asked, “Queen Esther, what is your petition? It will be given you. What is your 

request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will be granted.” 
3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have found favor with you, Your Majesty, and if it pleases you, grant 

me my life—this is my petition. And spare my people—this is my request. 4 For I and my people have been 

sold to be destroyed, killed and annihilated. If we had merely been sold as male and female slaves, I 

would have kept quiet, because no such distress would justify disturbing the king.” 
5 King Xerxes asked Queen Esther, “Who is he? Where is he—the man who has dared to do such a thing?” 
6 Esther said, “An adversary and enemy! This vile Haman!” 

Then Haman was terrified before the king and queen. 7 The king got up in a rage, left his wine and went 

out into the palace garden. But Haman, realizing that the king had already decided his fate, stayed behind 

to beg Queen Esther for his life. 
8 Just as the king returned from the palace garden to the banquet hall, Haman was falling on the couch 

where Esther was reclining. 

The king exclaimed, “Will he even molest the queen while she is with me in the house?” 

As soon as the word left the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face. 9 Then Harbona, one of the 

eunuchs attending the king, said, “A pole reaching to a height of fifty cubits stands by Haman’s house. He 

had it set up for Mordecai, who spoke up to help the king.” 

The king said, “Impale him on it!” 10 So they impaled Haman on the pole he had set up for Mordecai. 

Then the king’s fury subsided. 

 

Esther 8 

 

8 That same day King Xerxes gave Queen Esther the estate of Haman, the enemy of the Jews. And 

Mordecai came into the presence of the king, for Esther had told how he was related to her. 2 The king 

took off his signet ring, which he had reclaimed from Haman, and presented it to Mordecai. And Esther 

appointed him over Haman’s estate. 
3 Esther again pleaded with the king, falling at his feet and weeping. She begged him to put an end to the 

evil plan of Haman the Agagite, which he had devised against the Jews. 4 Then the king extended the gold 

scepter to Esther and she arose and stood before him. 
5 “If it pleases the king,” she said, “and if he regards me with favor and thinks it the right thing to do, and 

if he is pleased with me, let an order be written overruling the dispatches that Haman son of 

Hammedatha, the Agagite, devised and wrote to destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. 6 For how 

can I bear to see disaster fall on my people? How can I bear to see the destruction of my family?” 
7 King Xerxes replied to Queen Esther and to Mordecai the Jew, “Because Haman attacked the Jews, I 

have given his estate to Esther, and they have impaled him on the pole he set up. 8 Now write another 

decree in the king’s name in behalf of the Jews as seems best to you, and seal it with the king’s signet 

ring—for no document written in the king’s name and sealed with his ring can be revoked.” 
9 At once the royal secretaries were summoned—on the twenty-third day of the third month, the month of 

Sivan. They wrote out all Mordecai’s orders to the Jews, and to the satraps, governors and nobles of the 

127 provinces stretching from India to Cush. These orders were written in the script of each province and 

the language of each people and also to the Jews in their own script and language. 10 Mordecai wrote in 
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the name of King Xerxes, sealed the dispatches with the king’s signet ring, and sent them by mounted 

couriers, who rode fast horses especially bred for the king. 
11 The king’s edict granted the Jews in every city the right to assemble and protect themselves; to destroy, 

kill and annihilate the armed men of any nationality or province who might attack them and their women 

and children and to plunder the property of their enemies. 12 The day appointed for the Jews to do this in 

all the provinces of King Xerxes was the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar. 13 A copy 

of the text of the edict was to be issued as law in every province and made known to the people of every 

nationality so that the Jews would be ready on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 
14 The couriers, riding the royal horses, went out, spurred on by the king’s command, and the edict was 

issued in the citadel of Susa. 
15 When Mordecai left the king’s presence, he was wearing royal garments of blue and white, a large crown 

of gold and a purple robe of fine linen. And the city of Susa held a joyous celebration. 16 For the Jews it was 

a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. 17 In every province and in every city to which the edict of 

the king came, there was joy and gladness among the Jews, with feasting and celebrating. And many people 

of other nationalities became Jews because fear of the Jews had seized them. 

 

1. What role does Esther and her character play in the king’s decision in chapter 7? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you see the LORD working behind the scenes in chapter 7? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How is Esther able to persuade the king to deal with an irrevocable law (Esther 8:1-11)? How does the 

king find a way to deal with an irrevocable law? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is the principle for evangelism in verse 17? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Share with your family and friends the good things that the LORD has done for you that enabled you 

to deal with the covid-19 crisis. 
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Sunday May 10  Esther 9, 10  A Woman’s Beauty And Courage 

 

Esther 9 

9 On the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, the month of Adar, the edict commanded by the king was to 

be carried out. On this day the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, but now the tables 

were turned and the Jews got the upper hand over those who hated them. 2 The Jews assembled in their 

cities in all the provinces of King Xerxes to attack those determined to destroy them. No one could stand 

against them, because the people of all the other nationalities were afraid of them. 3 And all the nobles of 

the provinces, the satraps, the governors and the king’s administrators helped the Jews, because fear of 

Mordecai had seized them. 4 Mordecai was prominent in the palace; his reputation spread throughout the 

provinces, and he became more and more powerful. 
5 The Jews struck down all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying them, and they did what 

they pleased to those who hated them. 6 In the citadel of Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred 

men. 7 They also killed 10 the ten sons of Haman son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews. But they did 

not lay their hands on the plunder. 
11 The number of those killed in the citadel of Susa was reported to the king that same day. 12 The king 

said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed and destroyed five hundred men and the ten sons of Haman 

in the citadel of Susa. What have they done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now what is your petition? 

It will be given you. What is your request? It will also be granted.” 
13 “If it pleases the king,” Esther answered, “give the Jews in Susa permission to carry out this day’s 

edict tomorrow also, and let Haman’s ten sons be impaled on poles.” 
16 Meanwhile, the remainder of the Jews who were in the king’s provinces also assembled to protect 

themselves and get relief from their enemies. They killed seventy-five thousand of them but did not lay 

their hands on the plunder. 17 This happened on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, and on the 

fourteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and joy. 18 The Jews in Susa, however, had assembled 

on the thirteenth and fourteenth, and then on the fifteenth they rested and made it a day of feasting and 

joy. 19 That is why rural Jews—those living in villages—observe the fourteenth of the month of Adar as a 

day of joy and feasting, a day for giving presents to each other. 
20 Mordecai recorded these events, and he sent letters to all the Jews throughout the provinces of King 

Xerxes, near and far, 21 to have them celebrate annually the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of 

Adar 22 as the time when the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month when their sorrow was 

turned into joy and their mourning into a day of celebration. He wrote them to observe the days as days of 

feasting and joy and giving presents of food to one another and gifts to the poor. 
23 So the Jews agreed to continue the celebration they had begun, doing what Mordecai had written to 

them. 24 For Haman, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy them and had cast 

the pur (that is, the lot) for their ruin and destruction. 25 But when the plot came to the king’s attention, he 

issued written orders that the evil scheme Haman had devised against the Jews should come back onto his 

own head, and that he and his sons should be impaled on poles. 26 (Therefore these days were called 

Purim, from the word pur.) Because of everything written in this letter and because of what they had seen 

and what had happened to them, 27 the Jews took it on themselves to establish the custom that they and 

their descendants and all who join them should without fail observe these two days every year, in the way 

prescribed and at the time appointed. 28 These days should be remembered and observed in every 

generation by every family, and in every province and in every city. And these days of Purim should never 

fail to be celebrated by the Jews—nor should the memory of these days die out among their descendants. 
29 So Queen Esther, daughter of Abihail, along with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm 

this second letter concerning Purim. 30 And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews in the 127 provinces of 
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Xerxes’ kingdom—words of goodwill and assurance— 31 to establish these days of Purim at their designated 

times, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had decreed for them, and as they had established for 

themselves and their descendants in regard to their times of fasting and lamentation. 32 Esther’s decree 

confirmed these regulations about Purim, and it was written down in the records. 

 

Esther 10 

10 King Xerxes imposed tribute throughout the empire, to its distant shores. 2 And all his acts of power 

and might, together with a full account of the greatness of Mordecai, whom the king had promoted, are 

they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Media and Persia? 3 Mordecai the Jew was 

second in rank to King Xerxes, preeminent among the Jews, and held in high esteem by his many fellow 

Jews, because he worked for the good of his people and spoke up for the welfare of all the Jews. 

 

 

1. How were the tables turned for the Jews (Esther 9:1)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How has God turned the tables for you in your life? Thank the LORD for that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Mordecai and Esther established the yearly days of Purim to remember how the people had fasted and 

prayed for the LORD’s deliverance and how God responded (Esther 9:31). Fast and pray for a person 

you know that needs God’s help and deliverance for their troubled life. Ask God how He wants to use 

you in their life. You could record that prayer here. 
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Monday May 11  Jeremiah 1 Tough Love  

 

1 The words of Jeremiah son of Hilkiah, one of the priests at Anathoth in the territory of Benjamin. 2 The 

word of the LORD came to him in the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah son of Amon king of 

Judah, 3 and through the reign of Jehoiakim son of Josiah king of Judah, down to the fifth month of the 

eleventh year of Zedekiah son of Josiah king of Judah, when the people of Jerusalem went into exile. 
4 The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you 

were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
6 “Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 
7 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say 

whatever I command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares 

the LORD. 9 Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put my 

words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to 

destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 
11 The word of the LORD came to me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” 

“I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 
12 The LORD said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that My word is fulfilled.” 
13 The word of the LORD came to me again: “What do you see?” “I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. 

“It is tilting toward us from the north.” 
14 The LORD said to me, “From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land. 15 I am 

about to summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms,” declares the LORD. 

“Their kings will come and set up their thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem; they will come 

against all her surrounding walls and against all the towns of Judah. 
16 I will pronounce My judgments on My people because of their wickedness in forsaking Me, in burning 

incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made. 
17 “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by them, or 

I will terrify you before them. 18 Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and a bronze wall to 

stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its priests and the people of the 

land. 19 They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I am with you and will rescue you,” 

declares the LORD. 

 

1. How does God’s call make Jeremiah feel (verses 1-10)? Why? 

 

 

2. What does the LORD do to reassure Jeremiah (verses 1-10)? How can that reassure Jeremiah? 

 

 

3. What opposition will Jeremiah face in his ministry (verses 17-19)? What does he need to do in order 

to overcome it? What does God promise to do for him? 

 

 

4. Ask the LORD to reveal His plan for you in your everyday life. Write down the ideas that He gives 

you from His Word, His Spirit, and other Christians. Commit to follow His plan with His power. 
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Tuesday May 12  Jeremiah 2:1-22, 28-32 Tough Love 

 

2 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem: 

“This is what the LORD says: “‘I remember the devotion of your youth, how as a bride you loved Me and 

followed Me through the wilderness, through a land not sown. 
3 Israel was holy to the LORD, the firstfruits of his harvest; all who devoured her were held guilty, and 

disaster overtook them,’” declares the LORD. 
4 Hear the word of the LORD, you descendants of Jacob, all you clans of Israel. 
5 This is what the LORD says: “What fault did your ancestors find in Me, that they strayed so far from Me? 

They followed worthless idols and became worthless themselves. 
6 They did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD, who brought us up out of Egypt and led us through the barren 

wilderness, through a land of deserts and ravines, a land of drought and utter darkness, a land where no 

one travels and no one lives?’ 
7 I brought you into a fertile land to eat its fruit and rich produce. But you came and defiled My land 

    and made My inheritance detestable. 
8 The priests did not ask, ‘Where is the LORD?’ Those who deal with the law did not know Me; the 

leaders rebelled against Me. The prophets prophesied by Baal, following worthless idols. 
9 “Therefore I bring charges against you again,” declares the LORD. “And I will bring charges against 

your children’s children. 10 Cross over to the coasts of Cyprus and look, send to Kedar and observe 

closely; see if there has ever been anything like this: 11 Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are 

not gods at all.) But My people have exchanged their glorious God for worthless idols. 
12 Be appalled at this, you heavens, and shudder with great horror,” declares the LORD. 
13 “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken Me, the spring of living water, and have dug 

their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 
14 Is Israel a servant, a slave by birth? Why then has he become plunder? 
15 Lions have roared; they have growled at him. They have laid waste his land; his towns are burned and 

deserted. 16 Also, the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes have cracked your skull. 
17 Have you not brought this on yourselves by forsaking the LORD your God when He led you in the way? 
18 Now why go to Egypt to drink water from the Nile? And why go to Assyria to drink water from the 

Euphrates? 19 Your wickedness will punish you; your backsliding will rebuke you. Consider then and 

realize how evil and bitter it is for you when you forsake the LORD your God and have no awe of Me,” 

declares the Lord, the LORD Almighty. 
20 “Long ago you broke off your yoke and tore off your bonds; you said, ‘I will not serve you!’ Indeed, on 

every high hill and under every spreading tree you lay down as a prostitute. 21 I had planted you like a 

choice vine of sound and reliable stock. How then did you turn against Me into a corrupt, wild vine? 
22 Although you wash yourself with soap and use an abundance of cleansing powder, the stain of your 

guilt is still before Me,” declares the Sovereign LORD. 
28 Where then are the gods you made for yourselves?  Let them come if they can save you when you are in 

trouble! For you, Judah, have as many gods as you have towns. 
29 “Why do you bring charges against Me? You have all rebelled against Me,” declares the LORD. 
30 “In vain I punished your people; they did not respond to correction. Your sword has devoured your 

prophets like a ravenous lion. 
31 “You of this generation, consider the word of the LORD: “Have I been a desert to Israel or a land of 

great darkness? Why do My people say, ‘We are free to roam; we will come to you no more’? 
32 Does a young woman forget her jewelry, a bride her wedding ornaments? Yet My people have 

forgotten Me, days without number.  
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1. God pictures Israel as His bride. How did the marriage start out (verses 2-3)? To what “desert” does 

God refer (verses 2, 6-7)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What went wrong (verse 5)? What did the powerful do that was so contrary to God’s intent (verses 6-

8)? Where was the LORD all this time? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What charges does God bring? What is so impossible about changing gods or lovers (verse 11)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. As reflected in this passage, is sin breaking rules or hurting a person? Which ways of thinking about 

sin better motivates you to avoid it? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Thank the Lord for loving you as His bride. Express to the LORD your grief over your sin that hurts 

and dishonours the LORD. 
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Wednesday May 13  Jeremiah 5 Tough Love 

 

5 “Go up and down the streets of Jerusalem, look around and consider, search through her squares. 

If you can find but one person who deals honestly and seeks the truth, I will forgive this city. 
2 Although they say, ‘As surely as the LORD lives,’ still they are swearing falsely.” 
3 LORD, do not your eyes look for truth? You struck them, but they felt no pain; you crushed them, but they 

refused correction. They made their faces harder than stone and refused to repent. 
4 I thought, “These are only the poor; they are foolish, for they do not know the way of the LORD, the 

requirements of their God. 5 So I will go to the leaders and speak to them; surely they know the way of 

the LORD, the requirements of their God.” But with one accord they too had broken off the yoke and torn 

off the bonds. 6 Therefore a lion from the forest will attack them, a wolf from the desert will ravage them, 

a leopard will lie in wait near their towns to tear to pieces any who venture out,  for their rebellion is 

great  and their backslidings many. 
7 “Why should I forgive you? Your children have forsaken Me and sworn by gods that are not gods. I supplied 

all their needs, yet they committed adultery and thronged to the houses of prostitutes. 8 They are well-fed, lusty 

stallions, each neighing for another man’s wife. 9 Should I not punish them for this?” declares the LORD. 

“Should I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this? 10 “Go through her vineyards and ravage them, but do 

not destroy them completely. Strip off her branches, for these people do not belong to the LORD. 
11 The people of Israel and the people of Judah have been utterly unfaithful to Me,” declares the LORD. 
12 They have lied about the LORD; they said, “He will do nothing! No harm will come to us; we will never 

see sword or famine. 13 The prophets are but wind and the word is not in them; so let what they say be 

done to them.” 
14 Therefore this is what the LORD God Almighty says: “Because the people have spoken these words, I will make 

My words in your mouth a fire and these people the wood it consumes. 
15 People of Israel,” declares the LORD, “I am bringing a distant nation against you—an ancient and enduring 

nation, a people whose language you do not know, whose speech you do not understand. 16 Their quivers are like 

an open grave; all of them are mighty warriors.17 They will devour your harvests and food,  devour your sons 

and daughters; they will devour your flocks and herds, devour your vines and fig trees. With the sword they will 

destroy the fortified cities in which you trust. 
18 “Yet even in those days,” declares the LORD, “I will not destroy you completely. 19 And when the people 

ask, ‘Why has the LORD our God done all this to us?’ you will tell them, ‘As you have forsaken Me and 

served foreign gods in your own land, so now you will serve foreigners in a land not your own.’ 
20 “Announce this to the descendants of Jacob and proclaim it in Judah: 
21 Hear this, you foolish and senseless people, who have eyes but do not see, who have ears but do not hear: 
22 Should you not fear Me?” declares the LORD. “Should you not tremble in My presence? I made the sand a 

boundary for the sea, an everlasting barrier it cannot cross. The waves may roll, but they cannot prevail; 

they may roar, but they cannot cross it.23 But these people have stubborn and rebellious hearts; they have 

turned aside and gone away. 24 They do not say to themselves,  “Let us fear the LORD our God, who gives 

autumn and spring rains in season, who assures us of the regular weeks of harvest.’ 25 Your wrongdoings 

have kept these away; your sins have deprived you of good. 
29 Should I not punish them for this?” declares the LORD. “Should I not avenge Myself  on such a nation 

as this? 30 “A horrible and shocking thing has happened in the land: 31 The prophets prophesy lies, the 

priests rule by their own authority, and My people love it this way. But what will you do in the end? 
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1. What has become the prevailing attitude about God (verses 12, 24-26)? Why should people fear God 

when the wicked grow rich? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Which of Judah’s failings do you think angers God the most? Do you think that God gets as “angry” 

as Jeremiah tells it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. People in Jeremiah’s day were blind to their faults and easily led to presume their ignorance. What 

accountability mechanisms do you have in place to help detect “spiritual blind spots” in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Ask the LORD to show you your spiritual blind spots. Ask a trusted friend to help you see these blind 

spots. Sincerely address each blind spot in prayer to the LORD seeking His forgiveness and 

transforming power. You could record your prayer here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

19 

 

Thursday May 14  Lamentations 3 Tough Love 

 

3 I am the man who has seen affliction by the rod of the LORD’s wrath. 2 He has driven me away and made 

me walk in darkness rather than light; 3 indeed, He has turned His hand against me again and again, all 

day long. 4 He has made my skin and my flesh grow old and has broken my bones. 5 He has besieged me 

and surrounded me with bitterness and hardship. 6 He has made me dwell in darkness like those long 

dead. 7 He has walled me in so I cannot escape; He has weighed me down with chains. 8 Even when I call 

out or cry for help, He shuts out my prayer. 9 He has barred my way with blocks of stone; He has made 

my paths crooked. 10 Like a bear lying in wait, like a lion in hiding, 11 He dragged me from the path and 

mangled me and left me without help. 12 He drew his bow and made me the target for His arrows. 13 He 

pierced my heart with arrows from His quiver. 14 I became the laughingstock of all my people; they mock 

me in song all day long. 15 He has filled me with bitter herbs and given me gall to drink. 
16 He has broken my teeth with gravel; He has trampled me in the dust. 17 I have been deprived of peace; I 

have forgotten what prosperity is. 18 So I say, “My splendor is gone and all that I had hoped from 

the LORD.” 19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 20 I well remember 

them, and my soul is downcast within me. 21 Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 22 Because 

of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 23 They are new every 

morning; great is Your faithfulness. 24 I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion; therefore I will wait for 

Him.”  25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in Him, to the one who seeks Him; 26 it is good to wait 

quietly for the salvation of the LORD.  
27 It is good for a man to bear the yoke while he is young. 28 Let him sit alone in silence, for the LORD has 

laid it on him. 29 Let him bury his face in the dust— there may yet be hope. 30 Let him offer his cheek to 

one who would strike him, and let him be filled with disgrace. 
31 For no one is cast off by the Lord forever. 32 Though He brings grief, He will show compassion, so great 

is His unfailing love. 33 For He does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone. 34 To crush underfoot 

all prisoners in the land, 35 to deny people their rights before the Most High, 36 to deprive them of justice 

— would not the Lord see such things? 37 Who can speak and have it happen if the Lord has not decreed 

it? 38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High that both calamities and good things come? 
39 Why should the living complain when punished for their sins? 40 Let us examine our ways and test them, 

and let us return to the LORD. 41 Let us lift up our hearts and our hands to God in heaven, and say: 
42 “We have sinned and rebelled and You have not forgiven. 43 “You have covered yourself with anger and 

pursued us; You have slain without pity. 44 You have covered yourself with a cloud so that no prayer can 

get through. 45 You have made us scum and refuse among the nations. 46 “All our enemies have opened 

their mouths wide against us. 47 We have suffered terror and pitfalls, ruin and destruction.” 
48 Streams of tears flow from my eyes because my people are destroyed. 49 My eyes will flow unceasingly, 

without relief, 50 until the LORD looks down from heaven and sees. 51 What I see brings grief to my soul 

because of all the women of my city. 52 Those who were my enemies without cause hunted me like a bird. 
53 They tried to end my life in a pit and threw stones at me; 54 the waters closed over my head, and I 

thought I was about to perish. 55 I called on Your name, LORD, from the depths of the pit. 56 You heard my 

plea: “Do not close your ears to my cry for relief.” 
57 You came near when I called You, and You said, “Do not fear.” 58 You, Lord, took up my case; You 

redeemed my life. 59 LORD, You have seen the wrong done to me. Uphold my cause! 60 You have seen the 

depth of their vengeance, all their plots against me. 61 LORD, you have heard their insults, all their plots 

against me—62 what my enemies whisper and mutter against me all day long. 64 Pay them back what they 

deserve, LORD, for what their hands have done. 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

20 

 

 

 

1. For whom is the poet speaking in the opening verses? How has God treated him (verses 1-8)? How is 

he feeling? What benefits are there in making such a frank lament? What dangers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does the poet stem the tide of grief and despair (verse 21)? Is this an easy or natural thing to do 

in the midst of sorrow? What is the secret of redirecting one’s focus this way?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Do you grow more during easy times or during tough times? What help does verse 33 give you in 

thinking about hardship during the current crisis? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Thank the LORD for what He is saying to you through this passage. Express any sorrow that you are 

currently feeling to Him, knowing that He understands and wants to minister to you. 
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Friday May 15  Ezekiel 1 Tough Love 

 

1 In my thirtieth year, in the fourth month on the fifth day, while I was among the exiles by the Kebar 

River, the heavens were opened and I saw visions of God. 2 On the fifth of the month—it was the fifth year 

of the exile of King Jehoiachin— 3 the word of the LORD came to Ezekiel the priest, the son of Buzi, by the 

Kebar River in the land of the Babylonians. There the hand of the LORD was on him. 
4 I looked, and I saw a windstorm coming out of the north—an immense cloud with flashing lightning and 

surrounded by brilliant light. The center of the fire looked like glowing metal, 5 and in the fire was what 

looked like four living creatures. In appearance their form was human, 6 but each of them had four 

faces and four wings. 7 Their legs were straight; their feet were like those of a calf and gleamed like 

burnished bronze. 8 Under their wings on their four sides they had human hands. All four of them had 

faces and wings, 9 and the wings of one touched the wings of another. Each one went straight ahead; they 

did not turn as they moved. 
10 Their faces looked like this: Each of the four had the face of a human being, and on the right side each 

had the face of a lion, and on the left the face of an ox; each also had the face of an eagle. 11 Such were 

their faces. They each had two wings spreading out upward, each wing touching that of the creature on 

either side; and each had two other wings covering its body. 12 Each one went straight ahead. Wherever 

the spirit would go, they would go, without turning as they went. 13 The appearance of the living creatures 

was like burning coals of fire or like torches. Fire moved back and forth among the creatures; it was 

bright, and lightning flashed out of it. 14 The creatures sped back and forth like flashes of lightning. 
15 As I looked at the living creatures, I saw a wheel on the ground beside each creature with its four 

faces. 16 This was the appearance and structure of the wheels: They sparkled like topaz, and all four 

looked alike. Each appeared to be made like a wheel intersecting a wheel. 17 As they moved, they would 

go in any one of the four directions the creatures faced; the wheels did not change direction as the 

creatures went. 18 Their rims were high and awesome, and all four rims were full of eyes all around. 
19 When the living creatures moved, the wheels beside them moved; and when the living creatures rose 

from the ground, the wheels also rose. 20 Wherever the spirit would go, they would go, and the wheels 

would rise along with them, because the spirit of the living creatures was in the wheels. 21 When the 

creatures moved, they also moved; when the creatures stood still, they also stood still; and when the 

creatures rose from the ground, the wheels rose along with them, because the spirit of the living creatures 

was in the wheels. 
22 Spread out above the heads of the living creatures was what looked something like a vault, sparkling 

like crystal, and awesome. 23 Under the vault their wings were stretched out one toward the other, and 

each had two wings covering its body. 24 When the creatures moved, I heard the sound of their wings, like 

the roar of rushing waters, like the voice of the Almighty, like the tumult of an army. When they stood still, 

they lowered their wings. 
25 Then there came a voice from above the vault over their heads as they stood with lowered wings. 

 26 Above the vault over their heads was what looked like a throne of lapis lazuli, and high above on the 

throne was a figure like that of a man. 27 I saw that from what appeared to be his waist up he looked like 

glowing metal, as if full of fire, and that from there down he looked like fire; and brilliant light surrounded 

him. 28 Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the radiance around him. 

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. When I saw it, I fell facedown, and I 

heard the voice of one speaking. 
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Note: Ezekiel is trying to describe something indescribable by human words. For this reason, he often 

uses a simile (ie. Something IS LIKE something else). The importance is not nailing down a perfect 

physical description; rather, Ezekiel is trying to use physical description to convey the meaning of what 

he is seeing. 

 

 

1. How does Ezekiel describe the four living creatures? What does Ezekiel’s description tell us about the 

glory of God? What might it tell us about His nature and character?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Compared to the description of the four creatures, there is little said about the figure on the throne. 

What do Ezekiel’s actions convey about the ultimate importance of this figure (verse 28)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What aspects of God’s nature revealed here most appeal to you? Which most disturb you? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Talk with the LORD about how you respond to this vision that He gives of Himself. You could record 

that prayer here. 
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Saturday May 16  Ezekiel 36:8-38 Tough Love 

 
8 The word of the LORD came to me, “‘But you, mountains of Israel, will produce branches and fruit for 

my people Israel, for they will soon come home. 9 I am concerned for you and will look on you with favor; 

you will be plowed and sown, 10 and I will cause many people to live on you—yes, all of Israel. The towns 

will be inhabited and the ruins rebuilt. 11 I will increase the number of people and animals living on you, 

and they will be fruitful and become numerous. I will settle people on you as in the past and will make you 

prosper more than before. Then you will know that I am the LORD. 12 I will cause people, my people Israel, 

to live on you. They will possess you, and you will be their inheritance; you will never again deprive them 

of their children. 
13 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Because some say to you, “You devour people and deprive 

your nation of its children,” 14 therefore you will no longer devour people or make your nation childless, 

declares the Sovereign LORD. 15 No longer will I make you hear the taunts of the nations, and no longer 

will you suffer the scorn of the peoples or cause your nation to fall, declares the Sovereign LORD.’” 
16 Again the word of the LORD came to me: 17 “Son of man, when the people of Israel were living in their 

own land, they defiled it by their conduct and their actions. Their conduct was like a woman’s monthly 

uncleanness in my sight. 18 So I poured out My wrath on them because they had shed blood in the land 

and because they had defiled it with their idols. 19 I dispersed them among the nations, and they were 

scattered through the countries; I judged them according to their conduct and their actions. 20 And 

wherever they went among the nations they profaned My holy name, for it was said of them, ‘These are 

the LORD’s people, and yet they had to leave his land.’ 21 I had concern for My holy name, which the 

people of Israel profaned among the nations where they had gone. 
22 “Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: It is not for your sake, people of 

Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of My holy name, which you have profaned 

among the nations where you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of My great name, which has been 

profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I 

am the LORD, declares the Sovereign LORD, when I am proved holy through you before their eyes. 
24 “‘For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you back into 

your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all 

your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 

remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put My Spirit in you and 

move you to follow My decrees and be careful to keep My laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave 

your ancestors; you will be My people, and I will be your God. 29 I will save you from all your 

uncleanness. I will call for the grain and make it plentiful and will not bring famine upon you. 30 I will 

increase the fruit of the trees and the crops of the field, so that you will no longer suffer disgrace among 

the nations because of famine. 31 Then you will remember your evil ways and wicked deeds, and you will 

loathe yourselves for your sins and detestable practices. 32 I want you to know that I am not doing this for 

your sake, declares the Sovereign LORD. Be ashamed and disgraced for your conduct, people of Israel! 
33 “‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On the day I cleanse you from all your sins, I will resettle your 

towns, and the ruins will be rebuilt. 34 The desolate land will be cultivated instead of lying desolate in the 

sight of all who pass through it. 35 They will say, “This land that was laid waste has become like the 

garden of Eden; the cities that were lying in ruins, desolate and destroyed, are now fortified and 

inhabited.” 36 Then the nations around you that remain will know that I the LORD have rebuilt what was 

destroyed and have replanted what was desolate. I the LORD have spoken, and I will do it.’ 
37 “This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Once again I will yield to Israel’s plea and do this for them: I 

will make their people as numerous as sheep, 38 as numerous as the flocks for offerings at Jerusalem 
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during her appointed festivals. So will the ruined cities be filled with flocks of people. Then they will know 

that I am the LORD.” 

 

 

1. What reasons does the LORD give for restoring His people (verses 22-23)? How can we profane 

God’s name? Talk with the LORD about what His motivation to restore you means to you personally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What would the Lord’s restoration of His people look like (verses 24-32)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  Considering verses 24-32, how has the LORD personally restored you in the covid-19 crisis through 

the ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ and His Holy Spirit? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Thank the LORD for how He has restored you and what that means to you personally. You can record 

that praise here. 
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Sunday May 17  Ezekiel 37 Tough Love 

 

37 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and set me in the middle 

of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the 

floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, You alone know.” 
4 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 

 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to 

life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath 

in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 
7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and 

the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin 

covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may 

live.’” 10 So I prophesied as He commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up 

on their feet—a vast army. 
11 Then He said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 

up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will 

bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, My people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open 

your graves and bring you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will 

settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares 

the LORD.’” 
15 The word of the LORD came to me: 16 “Son of man, take a stick of wood and write on it, ‘Belonging to 

Judah and the Israelites associated with him.’ Then take another stick of wood, and write on it, 

‘Belonging to Joseph (that is, to Ephraim) and all the Israelites associated with him.’ 17 Join them 

together into one stick so that they will become one in your hand. 
18 “When your people ask you, ‘Won’t you tell us what you mean by this?’ 19 say to them, ‘This is what the 

Sovereign LORD says: I am going to take the stick of Joseph—which is in Ephraim’s hand—and of the 

Israelite tribes associated with him, and join it to Judah’s stick. I will make them into a single stick of 

wood, and they will become one in my hand.’ 20 Hold before their eyes the sticks you have written 

on 21 and say to them, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will take the Israelites out of the nations 

where they have gone. I will gather them from all around and bring them back into their own land. 22 I 

will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel. There will be one king over all of them 

and they will never again be two nations or be divided into two kingdoms. 23 They will no longer 

defile themselves with their idols and vile images or with any of their offenses, for I will save them from 

all their sinful backsliding, and I will cleanse them. They will be My people, and I will be their God. 
24 “‘My servant David will be king over them, and they will all have one shepherd. They will follow My 

laws and be careful to keep My decrees. 25 They will live in the land I gave to My servant Jacob, the land 

where your ancestors lived. They and their children and their children’s children will live there 

forever, and David My servant will be their prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them; 

it will be an everlasting covenant. I will establish them and increase their numbers, and I will put My 

sanctuary among them forever. 27 My dwelling place will be with them; I will be their God, and they will 

be My people. 28 Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when My sanctuary is 

among them forever.’” 
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1. What do dry bones symbolize about peoples’ spiritual life before they meet Christ (verses 1-14, 

especially verse 11)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does God raise up the bones from the dead and give them spiritual life (verses 4-6, 9-10, 13-14)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Thank the LORD for how He raised you from spiritual death to spiritual life by His Holy Spirit. Praise 

Him for ways that this has improved your life today and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Whom do you think will be the ultimate king of the united land (verses 24-28)? How does this 

passage affect how you will live this week as a subject of this king? 
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Monday May 18  Daniel 1 First Things First 

 

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to 

Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, along with 

some of the articles from the temple of God. These he carried off to the temple of his god in 

Babylonia and put in the treasure house of his god. 
3 Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the king’s service some of the 

Israelites from the royal family and the nobility— 4 young men without any physical defect, handsome, 

showing aptitude for every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in 

the king’s palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. 5 The king 

assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three 

years, and after that they were to enter the king’s service. 6 Among those who were chosen were some 

from Judah: Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. 7 The chief official gave them new names: to 

Daniel, the name Belteshazzar; to Hananiah, Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abednego. 
8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for 

permission not to defile himself this way. 9 Now God had caused the official to show favor and 

compassion to Daniel, 10 but the official told Daniel, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned 

your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king 

would then have my head because of you.” 
11 Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 

and Azariah, 12 “Please test your servants for ten days: Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to 

drink. 13 Then compare our appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your 

servants in accordance with what you see.” 14 So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days.  
15 At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the young men who ate 

the royal food. 16 So the guard took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them 

vegetables instead. 17 To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 

literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds. 
18 At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief official presented them to 

Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 

and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. 20 In every matter of wisdom and understanding about 

which the king questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters in 

his whole kingdom. 21 And Daniel remained there until the first year of King Cyrus. 

 

1. Why does Daniel end up passing his first ‘entrance exam” with “flying colours” (verses 15-21)? 

 

 

2. How does Daniel end up showing that his true loyalty is to God? How does Daniel show his loyalty to 

his three fellow believers? 

 

 

3. What would be an equivalent choice between God’s way and the “royal food” of the world today? 

What is at stake for you in that choice? 

 

4. How would the LORD say that you show your loyalty to Him? How do you show your loyalty to your 

family? Thank the LORD for progress that you have made in showing your loyalty to God and your 

family. Commit to grow in loyalty in ways that He impresses upon your heart. 
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Tuesday May 19  Daniel 2 First Things First 

 

2 In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was troubled and he could not 

sleep. 2 So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he 

had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, 3 he said to them, “I have had a dream that 

troubles me and I want to know what it means.” 
4 Then the astrologers answered the king, “May the king live forever! Tell your servants the dream, and 

we will interpret it.” 
5 The king replied to the astrologers, “This is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my 

dream was and interpret it, I will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. 

 6 But if you tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and great 

honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me.” 
10 The astrologers answered the king, “There is no one on earth who can do what the king asks! No king, 

however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. 

  11 What the king asks is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live 

among humans.” 
12 This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the execution of all the wise men of Babylon.  
13 So the decree was issued to put the wise men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his 

friends to put them to death. 
14 When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to put to death the wise men of 

Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact. 15 He asked the king’s officer, “Why did the king 

issue such a harsh decree?” Arioch then explained the matter to Daniel. 16 At this, Daniel went in to the 

king and asked for time, so that he might interpret the dream for him. 
17 Then Daniel returned to his house and explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and 

Azariah. 18 He urged them to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he 

and his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon. 19 During the night the 

mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven 20 and said: 

“Praise be to the name of God for ever and ever; wisdom and power are His. 21 He changes times and 

seasons; He deposes kings and raises up others. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the 

discerning.22 He reveals deep and hidden things; He knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells with Him. 
23 I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors: You have given me wisdom and power,  you have made 

known to me what we asked of  you,  you have made known to us the dream of the king.” 
24 Then Daniel went to Arioch, whom the king had appointed to execute the wise men of Babylon, and said to 

him, “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon. Take me to the king, and I will interpret his dream for him.” 
25 Arioch took Daniel to the king at once and said, “I have found a man among the exiles from Judah who 

can tell the king what his dream means.” 
26 The king asked Daniel, “Are you able to tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” 
27 Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to the king the mystery he 

has asked about, 28 but there is a God in heaven who reveals mysteries. He has shown King 

Nebuchadnezzar what will happen in days to come. Your dream and the visions that passed through your 

mind as you were lying in bed are these: 
29 “As Your Majesty was lying there, your mind turned to things to come, and the revealer of mysteries 

showed you what is going to happen. 30 As for me, this mystery has been revealed to me, not because I 

have greater wisdom than anyone else alive, but so that Your Majesty may know the interpretation and 

that you may understand what went through your mind. 
31 “Your Majesty looked, and there before you stood a large statue—an enormous, dazzling statue, 
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awesome in appearance. 32 The head of the statue was made of pure gold, its chest and arms of silver, its 

belly and thighs of bronze, 33 its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of baked clay. 34 While you were 

watching, a rock was cut out, but not by human hands. It struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 

smashed them. 35 Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were all broken to pieces and 

became like chaff on a threshing floor in the summer. The wind swept them away without leaving a trace. But 

the rock that struck the statue became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth. 
36 “This was the dream, and now we will interpret it to the king. 37 Your Majesty, you are the king of 

kings. The God of heaven has given you dominion and power and might and glory; 38 in your hands He 

has placed all mankind and the beasts of the field and the birds in the sky. Wherever they live, He has 

made you ruler over them all. You are that head of gold. 
39 “After you, another kingdom will arise, inferior to yours. Next, a third kingdom, one of bronze, will rule 

over the whole earth. 40 Finally, there will be a fourth kingdom, strong as iron—for iron breaks and 

smashes everything—and as iron breaks things to pieces, so it will crush and break all the others. 41 Just 

as you saw that the feet and toes were partly of baked clay and partly of iron, so this will be a divided 

kingdom; yet it will have some of the strength of iron in it, even as you saw iron mixed with clay. 42 As the 

toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and partly brittle. 43 And just 

as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not remain united, any 

more than iron mixes with clay. 
44 “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it 

be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure 

forever. 45 This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a 

rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces. “The great God has shown the 

king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and its interpretation is trustworthy.” 
46 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an 

offering and incense be presented to him. 47 The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God of 

gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to reveal this mystery.” 
48 Then the king placed Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over 

the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise men. 49 Moreover, at Daniel’s 

request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego administrators over the province of 

Babylon, while Daniel himself remained at the royal court. 

 

1. How does Daniel respond to King Nebuchadnezzar’s request in verses 14-30? 

 

 

 

2. What do you make of the king’s dream and God’s revelation to Daniel (verses 31-45)?  

 

 

 

3. What is the LORD teaching you through this passage about prayer? 

 

 

 

4. Consider your most pressing challenge today. Pray about that challenge using the insights that the 

LORD gave you about prayer in this passage. 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

30 

 

Wednesday May 20  Daniel 3 First Things First 

 

3 King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the 

plain of Dura in the province of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, 

treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image 

he had set up.  4 Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what 

you are commanded to do: 5 As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all 

kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set 

up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be thrown into a blazing furnace.” 
7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all 

the nations and peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 
8 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King 

Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king live forever! 10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who 

hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music must fall down and 

worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a 

blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of 

Babylon—Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither 

serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
13 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were 

brought before the king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you 

hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall 

down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown 

immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 

ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to 

deliver us from it, and He will deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if He does not, we want you 

to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.” 
19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward 

them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of 

the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the 

blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound 

and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that the 

flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and these three 

men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there 

three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?” 

They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks 

like a son of the gods.” 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach 

and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” 

So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, prefects, governors and 

royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair 

of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them. 
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28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent 

His angel and rescued His servants! They trusted in Him and defied the king’s command and were willing to 

give up their lives rather than serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the 

people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego 

be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no other god can save in this way.” 
30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 

 

 

1. What do you think about the response of Shadrach, Meshach, and Adednego to the king’s threat 

(verses 15-18)? Why do you think that they were able to respond like this? What does their action say 

about their view of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you explain the mysterious fourth figure: 

 

(i) An “angel” according to Jewish tradition? 

(ii) A “son of the gods” according to Nebuchadnezzar?  

(iii)The “Son Of God” according to Christian tradition? 

 

Why do you think so? 

 

 

 

 

3. How does king Nebuchadnezzar react to the deliverance of the three men? What does he think about 

God and the three men? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How is God with you in your suffering, especially during the covid-19 crisis? Thank the LORD for 

that. 

  

 

 

 

 

5. How do your sufferings reveal what you believe about God? Talk with the Lord about how He wants 

you to deepen your trust in Him in your suffering. 
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Thursday May 21  Daniel 6 First Things First 

 

6 It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with three administrators 

over them, one of whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might 

not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his 

exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators 

and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but 

they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither 

corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this 

man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.” 
6 So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: “May King Darius live 

forever! 7 The royal administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the 

king should issue an edict and enforce the decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being 

during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be thrown into the lions’ den. 8 Now, Your 

Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in accordance with the law of 

the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing. 
10 Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where 

the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving 

thanks to his God, just as he had done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel 

praying and asking God for help. 12 So they went to the king and spoke to him about his royal decree: 

“Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who prays to any god or human 

being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?” 

The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which 

cannot be repealed.” 
13 Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your 

Majesty, or to the decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.” 14 When the king heard this, he 

was greatly distressed; he was determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. 
15 Then the men went as a group to King Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your Majesty, that 

according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict that the king issues can be changed.” 
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to 

Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!” 
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet 

ring and with the rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king 

returned to his palace and spent the night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to 

him. And he could not sleep. 
19 At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, 

he called to Daniel in an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you 

serve continually, been able to rescue you from the lions?” 
21 Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the 

lions. They have not hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong 

before you, Your Majesty.” 
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the 

den, no wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God. 24 At the king’s command, the men who 

had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along with their wives and 

children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all their bones. 
25 Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all the earth: 
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“May you prosper greatly! 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and 

reverence the God of Daniel. “For He is the living God and He endures forever; His kingdom will not be 

destroyed, his dominion will never end. 27 He rescues and He saves; He performs signs and wonders in 

the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” 28 So Daniel prospered 

during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

 

1. What do we learn about Daniel in verse 10? What is the risk? Why do you think that he does this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do you think is going on in king Darius’s mind in verses 14-19? Why does he make the decision 

to throw Daniel to the lions? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. When have you struggled to make a difficult decision that goes against your peers? What did you do? 

Why? Tell God how you would like to handle such a situation in the future with His help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How does king Darius respond to all of this (verses 25-28)?  How has your walk with God impacted 

the people around you? Thank the LORD for the positive impact He has had through your life. 
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Friday May 22  Jeremiah 29:1-19 First Things First 

 

29 This is the text of the letter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving elders 

among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people Nebuchadnezzar had carried 

into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This was after King Jehoiachin and the queen mother, the court 

officials and the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, the skilled workers and the artisans had gone into exile 

from Jerusalem. It said: 4 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I 

carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat 

what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons and give your 

daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters. Increase in number there; do not 

decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to 

the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the LORD Almighty, the 

God of Israel, says: “Do not let the prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the 

dreams you encourage them to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in My name. I have not 

sent them,” declares the LORD. 
10 This is what the LORD says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and 

fulfill My good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 

the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. 12 Then you 

will call on Me and come and pray to Me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek Me and find Me when 

you seek Me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” declares the LORD, “and will bring you 

back from captivity. I will gather you from all the nations and places where I have banished you,” 

declares the LORD, “and will bring you back to the place from which I carried you into exile.” 
15 You may say, “The LORD has raised up prophets for us in Babylon,” 16 but this is what the LORD says 

about the king who sits on David’s throne and all the people who remain in this city, your fellow citizens 

who did not go with you into exile— 17 yes, this is what the LORD Almighty says: “I will send the sword, 

famine and plague against them and I will make them like figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten. 18 I 

will pursue them with the sword, famine and plague and will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of 

the earth, a curse and an object of horror, of scorn and reproach, among all the nations where I drive 

them. 19 For they have not listened to My words,” declares the LORD, “words that I sent to them again and 

again by My servants the prophets. And you exiles have not listened either,” declares the LORD. 
 

1. How does God show grace to his disobedient people who have been exiled to Babylon (verses 4-10)? 

 

 

2. What promise does the LORD make in verses 10-14? What is the condition for these promises to be 

realized? 

 

 

3. Have you ever seen God bring good out of a bad situation in your life as in verses 11-14? What 

happened? Thank the LORD for bringing good out of the bad. 

 

 

4. Consider a current challenge that you are facing. What is the LORD saying to you personally through 

verses 11-14 about that challenge? In prayer thank Him for His promise to you in verses 10-14 and 

make the commitment He is asking to make. 
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Saturday May 23  Jeremiah 30 First Things First 

 

30 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, 

says: ‘Write in a book all the words I have spoken to you. 3 The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, 

‘when I will bring my people Israel and Judah back from captivity and restore them to the land I gave 

their ancestors to possess,’ says the LORD.” 
4 These are the words the LORD spoke concerning Israel and Judah: 5 “This is what the LORD says: 

“‘Cries of fear are heard— terror, not peace. 6 Ask and see: Can a man bear children? Then why do I see 

every strong man with his hands on his stomach like a woman in labor, every face turned deathly pale? 
7 How awful that day will be! No other will be like it. It will be a time of trouble for Jacob, but he will be 

saved out of it. 
8 “‘In that day,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I will break the yoke off their necks and will tear off their 

bonds; no longer will foreigners enslave them. 9 Instead, they will serve the LORD their God and 

David their king, whom I will raise up for them. 10 “‘So do not be afraid, Jacob My servant; do not be 

dismayed, Israel,’ declares the LORD. ‘I will surely save you out of a distant place, your descendants from 

the land of their exile. Jacob will again have peace and security, and no one will make him afraid.  
11 I am with you and will save you,’ declares the LORD.  ‘Though I completely destroy all the nations 

    among which I scatter you, I will not completely destroy you. I will discipline you but only in due 

measure; I will not let you go entirely unpunished.’ 
12 “This is what the LORD says: “‘Your wound is incurable, your injury beyond healing. 13 There is no one 

to plead your cause, no remedy for your sore, no healing for you. 14 All your allies have forgotten you; 

they care nothing for you. I have struck you as an enemy would and punished you as would the cruel, 

because your guilt is so great and your sins so many. 
15 Why do you cry out over your wound, your pain that has no cure? Because of your great guilt and many 

sins I have done these things to you. 16 “‘But all who devour you will be devoured; all your enemies will 

go into exile. Those who plunder you will be plundered; all who make spoil of you I will despoil. 17 But I 

will restore you to health and heal your wounds,’ declares the LORD, ‘because you are called an outcast, 

Zion for whom no one cares.’  
18 “This is what the LORD says: “‘I will restore the fortunes of Jacob’s tents and have compassion on his 

dwellings; the city will be rebuilt on her ruins, and the palace will stand in its proper place. 19 From them 

will come songs of thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing. I will add to their numbers, and they will not 

be decreased; I will bring them honor, and they will not be disdained. 20 Their children will be as in days 

of old, and their community will be established before Me; I will punish all who oppress them. 21 Their 

leader will be one of their own; their ruler will arise from among them. I will bring him near and He will 

come close to Me— for who is he who will devote himself  to be close to Me?’ declares the LORD. 
22 “‘So you will be My people, and I will be your God.’”  

 

1. Who is “David their king” (verses 8-9)? What will He be like and what will He do (verses 18-22)? 

 

2. How do we know today who this king is? How has He achieved some of the things mentioned in 

verses18-22? 

 

3. Express your thanksgiving with rejoicing as you reflect on ways King Jesus has restored your true 

fortunes. You could record that praise here. 
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Sunday May 24  Jeremiah 31 First Things First 

 

31 “At that time,” declares the LORD, “I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they will be My 

people.” 
2 This is what the LORD says: “The people who survive the sword will find favor in the wilderness; I will 

come to give rest to Israel.” 
3 The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn 

you with unfailing kindness. 4 I will build you up again, and you, Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt. Again you 

will take up your timbrels and go out to dance with the joyful. 5 Again you will plant vineyards on the hills 

of Samaria; the farmers will plant them and enjoy their fruit. 6 There will be a day when watchmen cry out 

on the hills of Ephraim, ‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.’” 
7 This is what the LORD says: “Sing with joy for Jacob; shout for the foremost of the nations. Make your 

praises heard, and say, ‘LORD, save Your people, the remnant of Israel.’  8 See, I will bring them from the 

land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the blind and the lame, 

expectant mothers and women in labor; a great throng will return. 9 They will come with weeping; they 

will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path where they will not 

stumble, because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 10 “Hear the word of the LORD, 

you nations; proclaim it in distant coastlands: ‘He who scattered Israel will gather them and will watch 

over his flock like a shepherd.’ 11 For the LORD will deliver Jacob and redeem them from the hand of 

those stronger than they. 12 They will come and shout for joy on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice in 

the bounty of the LORD—the grain, the new wine and the olive oil, the young of the flocks and herds. They 

will be like a well-watered garden, and they will sorrow no more. 13 Then young women will dance and be 

glad, young men and old as well. I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and 

joy instead of sorrow. 14 I will satisfy the priests with abundance, and My people will be filled with my 

bounty,” declares the LORD. 
20 Is not Ephraim My dear son, the child in whom I delight? Though I often speak against him, I still 

remember him. Therefore My heart yearns for him; I have great compassion for him,” declares the LORD. 
21 “Set up road signs; put up guideposts. Take note of the highway, the road that you take. Return, Virgin 

 Israel, return to your towns.  22 How long will you wander, unfaithful Daughter Israel? The LORD will 

create a new thing on earth— the woman will return to the man.” 
23 This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “When I bring them back from captivity, the 

people in the land of Judah and in its towns will once again use these words: ‘The LORD bless you, you 

prosperous city, you sacred mountain.’  
31 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of 

Israel and with the people of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I 

took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a 

husband to them,” declares the LORD. 
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel after that time,” declares the LORD. “I will 

put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be My people. 
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’ because they will all 

know Me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares the LORD. “For I will forgive their 

wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 
35 This is what the LORD says, He who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and stars to 

shine by night, who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar—the LORD Almighty is His name: 36 “Only if 

these decrees vanish from my sight,” declares the LORD, “will Israel ever cease being a nation before Me.” 
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1. What was the old covenant that God made with Israel’s forefathers (verses 31-32)? What was 

inadequate about this “old” covenant? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How will the new covenant supersede or fulfill the old covenant (verses 33-34)? In what ways will it 

be a covenant?  What seals or secures the covenant from God’s side (verses 35-37)? Thank the LORD 

for what this new covenant means to you personally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does it truly mean to know the LORD as God desires (verse 34)? What is God’s part in helping 

you to know Him? What is your part?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. How well would God say that you know Him? Talk with the LORD about how you will grow in 

knowing Him. 
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Monday May 25  Ezra 1:1-4; 3:1-13 Returning Home 

 

Ezra 1:1-5 

 

1 In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the LORD spoken by Jeremiah, 

the LORD moved the heart of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclamation throughout his realm and also 

to put it in writing: 2 “This is what Cyrus king of Persia says: 

“‘The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth and He has appointed me to 

build a temple for Him at Jerusalem in Judah. 3 Any of His people among you may go up to Jerusalem in 

Judah and build the temple of the LORD, the God of Israel, the God who is in Jerusalem, and may their God 

be with them. 4 And in any locality where survivors may now be living, the people are to provide them with 

silver and gold, with goods and livestock, and with freewill offerings for the temple of God in Jerusalem.’” 
5 Then the family heads of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests and Levites – everyone whose heart God 

had moved – prepared to go up and build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem. 

 

Ezra 3:1-13 

 

3 When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, the people assembled 

together as one in Jerusalem. 2 Then Joshua son of Jozadak and his fellow priests and Zerubbabel son of 

Shealtiel and his associates began to build the altar of the God of Israel to sacrifice burnt offerings on it, 

in accordance with what is written in the Law of Moses the man of God. 3 Despite their fear of the peoples 

around them, they built the altar on its foundation and sacrificed burnt offerings on it to the LORD, both 

the morning and evening sacrifices. 4 Then in accordance with what is written, they celebrated the 

Festival of Tabernacles with the required number of burnt offerings prescribed for each day. 5 After that, 

they presented the regular burnt offerings, the New Moon sacrifices and the sacrifices for all the 

appointed sacred festivals of the LORD, as well as those brought as freewill offerings to the LORD. 6 On the 

first day of the seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, though the foundation of 

the LORD’s temple had not yet been laid. 7 Then they gave money to the masons and carpenters, and gave 

food and drink and olive oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre, so that they would bring cedar logs by sea 

from Lebanon to Joppa, as authorized by Cyrus king of Persia. 
8 In the second month of the second year after their arrival at the house of God in Jerusalem, Zerubbabel 

son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak and the rest of the people (the priests and the Levites and all who 

had returned from the captivity to Jerusalem) began the work. They appointed Levites twenty years old 

and older to supervise the building of the house of the LORD. 9 Joshua and his sons and brothers and 

Kadmiel and his sons (descendants of Hodaviah) and the sons of Henadad and their sons and brothers—

all Levites—joined together in supervising those working on the house of God. 
10 When the builders laid the foundation of the temple of the LORD, the priests in their vestments and with 

trumpets, and the Levites (the sons of Asaph) with cymbals, took their places to praise the LORD, as 

prescribed by David king of Israel. 11 With praise and thanksgiving they sang to the LORD: 

“He is good; His love toward Israel endures forever.” 

And all the people gave a great shout of praise to the LORD, because the foundation of the house of 

the LORD was laid. 12 But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former 

temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for 

joy. 13 No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sound of weeping, because the 

people made so much noise. And the sound was heard far away. 
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1. How do you see God working in Ezra 1:1-5? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How have you seen God working in your life this way? Praise God for doing this work in your life 

and how it blessed you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How would you describe the attitudes of the people as they rebuilt God’s temple in Ezra 3? Why do 

you suppose that they had these attitudes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What is your attitude as you work to build God’s kingdom today? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Ask the LORD to fill you with His passion for building His kingdom in your daily life no matter 

where you are. 
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Tuesday May 26  Ezra 5  Returning Home 

 

5 Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in 

Judah and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them. 2 Then Zerubbabel son of 

Shealtiel and Joshua son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the 

prophets of God were with them, supporting them. 
3 At that time Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their associates went to 

them and asked, “Who authorized you to rebuild this temple and to finish it?” 4 They also asked, “What 

are the names of those who are constructing this building?” 5 But the eye of their God was watching over 

the elders of the Jews, and they were not stopped until a report could go to Darius and his written reply 

be received. 
6 This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and their 

associates, the officials of Trans-Euphrates, sent to King Darius. 7 The report they sent him read as 

follows: To King Darius: Cordial greetings. 8 The king should know that we went to the district of Judah, 

to the temple of the great God. The people are building it with large stones and placing the timbers in the 

walls. The work is being carried on with diligence and is making rapid progress under their direction. 
9 We questioned the elders and asked them, “Who authorized you to rebuild this temple and to finish 

it?” 10 We also asked them their names, so that we could write down the names of their leaders for your 

information. 
11 This is the answer they gave us: “We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth, and we are 

rebuilding the temple that was built many years ago, one that a great king of Israel built and finished. 12 But 

because our ancestors angered the God of heaven, He gave them into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar the 

Chaldean, king of Babylon, who destroyed this temple and deported the people to Babylon. 
13 “However, in the first year of Cyrus king of Babylon, King Cyrus issued a decree to rebuild this house 

of God. 14 He even removed from the temple of Babylon the gold and silver articles of the house of God, 

which Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to the temple in Babylon. 

Then King Cyrus gave them to a man named Sheshbazzar, whom he had appointed governor, 15 and he 

told him, ‘Take these articles and go and deposit them in the temple in Jerusalem. And rebuild the house 

of God on its site.’ 
16 “So this Sheshbazzar came and laid the foundations of the house of God in Jerusalem. From that day to 

the present it has been under construction but is not yet finished.” 
17 Now if it pleases the king, let a search be made in the royal archives of Babylon to see if King Cyrus did in fact 

issue a decree to rebuild this house of God in Jerusalem. Then let the king send us his decision in this matter. 

 

1. How is God’s hand of blessing seen in Tattenai’s letter to king Darius (verses 6-17)? What human 

instruments has God evidently been using to bless and discipline His people? 

 

 

2. In your life, what has taken many years to get right? How do you account for the delay? What has 

God taught you through the delay? 

 

 

3. Thank God for faithfully working for your good even although it took many years to see the results. 

Express to God your sorrow for contributing to the delay. Thank God for the lessons that He taught 

you during the delay. 
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Wednesday May 27  Ezra 6  Returning Home 

 

6 King Darius then issued an order, and they searched in the archives stored in the treasury at Babylon. 

 2 A scroll was found in the citadel of Ecbatana in the province of Media, and this was written on it: 

Memorandum: 3 In the first year of King Cyrus, the king issued a decree concerning the temple of God in 

Jerusalem: Let the temple be rebuilt as a place to present sacrifices, and let its foundations be laid. It is to 

be sixty cubits high and sixty cubits wide, 4 with three courses of large stones and one of timbers. The 

costs are to be paid by the royal treasury. 5 Also, the gold and silver articles of the house of God, which 

Nebuchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem and brought to Babylon, are to be returned to their 

places in the temple in Jerusalem; they are to be deposited in the house of God. 
6 Now then, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-Bozenai and you other officials of that 

province, stay away from there. 7 Do not interfere with the work on this temple of God. Let the governor 

of the Jews and the Jewish elders rebuild this house of God on its site. 8 Moreover, I hereby decree what 

you are to do for these elders of the Jews in the construction of this house of God: Their expenses are to 

be fully paid out of the royal treasury, from the revenues of Trans-Euphrates, so that the work will not 

stop. 9 Whatever is needed—young bulls, rams, male lambs for burnt offerings to the God of heaven, and 

wheat, salt, wine and olive oil, as requested by the priests in Jerusalem—must be given them daily without 

fail, 10 so that they may offer sacrifices pleasing to the God of heaven and pray for the well-being of the 

king and his sons. 11 Furthermore, I decree that if anyone defies this edict, a beam is to be pulled from 

their house and they are to be impaled on it. And for this crime their house is to be made a pile of 

rubble. 12 May God, who has caused His Name to dwell there, overthrow any king or people who lifts a 

hand to change this decree or to destroy this temple in Jerusalem. I Darius have decreed it. Let it be 

carried out with diligence. 
13 Then, because of the decree King Darius had sent, Tattenai, governor of Trans-Euphrates, and Shethar-

Bozenai and their associates carried it out with diligence. 14 So the elders of the Jews continued to build 

and prosper under the preaching of Haggai the prophet and Zechariah, a descendant of Iddo. They 

finished building the temple according to the command of the God of Israel and the decrees of 

Cyrus, Darius and Artaxerxes, kings of Persia. 15 The temple was completed on the third day of the month 

Adar, in the sixth year of the reign of King Darius. 
16 Then the people of Israel—the priests, the Levites and the rest of the exiles—celebrated the 

dedication of the house of God with joy. 17 For the dedication of this house of God they offered a hundred 

bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred male lambs and, as a sin offering for all Israel, twelve male goats, 

one for each of the tribes of Israel. 18 And they installed the priests in their divisions and the Levites in 

their groups for the service of God at Jerusalem, according to what is written in the Book of Moses. 
19 On the fourteenth day of the first month, the exiles celebrated the Passover. 20 The priests and Levites 

had purified themselves and were all ceremonially clean. The Levites slaughtered the Passover lamb for 

all the exiles, for their relatives the priests and for themselves. 21 So the Israelites who had returned from 

the exile ate it, together with all who had separated themselves from the unclean practices of their Gentile 

neighbors in order to seek the LORD, the God of Israel. 22 For seven days they celebrated with joy the 

Festival of Unleavened Bread, because the LORD had filled them with joy by changing the attitude of the 

king of Assyria so that he assisted them in the work on the house of God, the God of Israel. 
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1. How do you see God’s hand working to thwart Tattenai’s plans (verses 1-15)? How do you see the 

LORD’s humour in this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do God’s people respond (verses 16-22)? Why do you suppose they responded this way? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What half-done project does God want you to “carry out with diligence”? Talk with the LORD about 

what you will do about this with His help. 
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Thursday May 28  Haggai 1 Returning Home 

 

1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of the LORD came 

through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of 

Jozadak, the high priest: 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet 

come to rebuild the LORD’s house.’” 
3 Then the word of the LORD came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves to be 

living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 
5 Now this is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 6 You have planted much, 

but harvested little. You eat, but never have enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on 

clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up into the mountains 

and bring down timber and build My house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says 

the LORD. 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. 

Why?” declares the LORD Almighty. “Because of My house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is 

busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their dew and the earth 

its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, the olive 

oil and everything else the ground produces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 
12 Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of the 

people obeyed the voice of the LORD their God and the message of the prophet Haggai, because the LORD 

\ their God had sent him. And the people feared the LORD. 
13 Then Haggai, the LORD’s messenger, gave this message of the LORD to the people: “I am with you,” 

declares the LORD. 14 So the LORD stirred up the spirit of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 

and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the people. 

They came and began to work on the house of the LORD Almighty, their God, 15 on the twenty-fourth day 

of the sixth month. 

 

1. After 18 years of starts and stops in rebuilding the temple since returning from the exile, “this house 

remains a ruin” (verse 4). Why is that?  

 

 

 

2. How does the LORD motivate them to finish building the temple (verses 5-11)?  

 

 

 

 

 

3. How did the people respond to Haggai’s call (verses 12-14)? Why? 

 

 

 

4. How has the LORD spoken to you about your financial priorities and spending habits? Have you seen 

famines of fruitlessness in your personal finances? Ask the LORD what He wants you to learn from this. 
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Friday May 29  Haggai 2 Returning Home 

 

In the second year of King Darius, 2 1 on the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the LORD 

came through the prophet Haggai: 2 “Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua 

son of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask them, 3 ‘Who of you is left who saw 

this house in its former glory? How does it look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing? 4 But 

now be strong, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD. ‘Be strong, Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest. Be 

strong, all you people of the land,’ declares the LORD, ‘and work. For I am with you,’ declares 

the LORD Almighty. 5 ‘This is what I covenanted with you when you came out of Egypt. And My 

Spirit remains among you. Do not fear.’ 
6 “This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the 

earth, the sea and the dry land. 7 I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations will come, and 

I will fill this house with glory,’ says the LORD Almighty. 8 ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ 

declares the LORD Almighty. 9 ‘The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former 

house,’ says the LORD Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the LORD Almighty.” 
15 “‘Now give careful thought to this from this day on—consider how things were before one stone was 

laid on another in the LORD’s temple. 16 When anyone came to a heap of twenty measures, there were only 

ten. When anyone went to a wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were only twenty. 17 I struck all the 

work of your hands with blight, mildew and hail, yet you did not return to Me,’ declares the LORD. 
18 ‘From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to the day when 

the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid. Give careful thought: 19 Is there yet any seed left in the 

barn? Until now, the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not borne fruit. 

“‘From this day on I will bless you.’” 
20 The word of the LORD came to Haggai a second time on the twenty-fourth day of the month: 21 “Tell 

Zerubbabel governor of Judah that I am going to shake the heavens and the earth. 22 I will overturn royal 

thrones and shatter the power of the foreign kingdoms. I will overthrow chariots and their drivers; horses 

and their riders will fall, each by the sword of his brother. 
23 “‘On that day,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,’ 

declares the LORD, ‘and I will make you like My signet ring, for I have chosen you,’ declares 

the LORD Almighty.” 

 

1. How did the LORD encourage Zerubbabel and Joshua (verses 1-5)? How does the LORD encourage 

you in a similar way? Thank God for that. 

 

 

 

2. What do you think that the “desired of all nations” refers to (verses 6-9)? What will accomplished by 

“the desired of the nations”? When will this happen? 

 

 

 

3. As the son of David and of Zerubbabel (Matthew 1:1, 12), how is Jesus Christ “like God’s signet 

ring” (verse 23)? As a follower of Christ, how are you also like God’s signet ring? 
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Saturday May 30  Zechariah 1:1-17  Returning Home 

 

1 In the eighth month of the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet 

Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo: 2 “The LORD was very angry with your ancestors. 3 Therefore 

tell the people: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Return to Me,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘and I 

will return to you,’ says the LORD Almighty. 4 Do not be like your ancestors, to whom the earlier 

prophets proclaimed: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Turn from your evil ways and your evil 

practices.’ But they would not listen or pay attention to Me, declares the LORD. 5 Where are your 

ancestors now? And the prophets, do they live forever? 6 But did not My words and My decrees, which I 

commanded My servants the prophets, overtake your ancestors? 

“Then they repented and said, ‘The LORD Almighty has done to us what our ways and practices 

deserve, just as He determined to do.’” 
7 On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the 

word of the LORD came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo. 8 During the night I had 

a vision, and there before me was a man mounted on a red horse. He was standing among the myrtle trees 

in a ravine. Behind him were red, brown and white horses. 9 I asked, “What are these, my lord?” 

The angel who was talking with me answered, “I will show you what they are.” 
10 Then the man standing among the myrtle trees explained, “They are the ones the LORD has sent to go 

throughout the earth.” 
11 And they reported to the angel of the LORD who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We have gone 

throughout the earth and found the whole world at rest and in peace.” 
12 Then the angel of the LORD said, “LORD Almighty, how long will You withhold mercy from Jerusalem 

and from the towns of Judah, which You have been angry with these seventy years?” 13 So the LORD 

spoke kind and comforting words to the angel who talked with me. 
14 Then the angel who was speaking to me said, “Proclaim this word: This is what the LORD Almighty 

says: ‘I am very jealous for Jerusalem and Zion, 15 and I am very angry with the nations that feel secure. I 

was only a little angry, but they went too far with the punishment.’ 
16 “Therefore this is what the LORD says: ‘I will return to Jerusalem with mercy, and there My house will 

be rebuilt. And the measuring line will be stretched out over Jerusalem,’ declares the LORD Almighty. 
17 “Proclaim further: This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘My towns will again overflow with 

prosperity, and the LORD will again comfort Zion and choose Jerusalem.’” 

 

1. Why is God so angry with Israel’s forefathers? What were they like (verses 4-6)? 

 

 

2. What impact did the call to repentance have on them? What is the object lesson in that for us? 

 

 

3. What connects the LORD’s jealousy, anger, and mercy (verses 8-17)? What is He most angry about 

“these seventy years” (verse 12)? 

 

 

4. What is the LORD saying to you through this passage about the relationship that He wants with you 

and how He sees you living daily in that relationship? 
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Sunday May 31  Zechariah 8  Returning Home 

 

8 The word of the LORD Almighty came to me. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “I am very 

jealous for Zion; I am burning with jealousy for her.” 
3 This is what the LORD says: “I will return to Zion and dwell in Jerusalem. Then Jerusalem will be called 

the Faithful City, and the mountain of the LORD Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain.” 
4 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Once again men and women of ripe old age will sit in the streets 

of Jerusalem, each of them with cane in hand because of their age. 5 The city streets will be filled with 

boys and girls playing there.” 6 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “It may seem marvelous to the 

remnant of this people at that time, but will it seem marvelous to Me?” declares the LORD Almighty. 
7 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “I will save my people from the countries of the east and the 

west. 8 I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem; they will be My people, and I will be faithful and 

righteous to them as their God.” 
9 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Now hear these words, ‘Let your hands be strong so that the 

temple may be built.’ This is also what the prophets said who were present when the foundation was laid 

for the house of the LORD Almighty. 10 Before that time there were no wages for people or hire for 

animals. No one could go about their business safely because of their enemies, since I had turned 

everyone against their neighbor. 11 But now I will not deal with the remnant of this people as I did in the 

past,” declares the LORD Almighty. 
12 “The seed will grow well, the vine will yield its fruit, the ground will produce its crops, and the heavens 

will drop their dew. I will give all these things as an inheritance to the remnant of this people. 13 Just as 

you, Judah and Israel, have been a curse among the nations, so I will save you, and you will be a 

blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.” 
14 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Just as I had determined to bring disaster on you and showed no 

pity when your ancestors angered Me,” says the LORD Almighty, 15 “so now I have determined to do 

good again to Jerusalem and Judah. Do not be afraid. 16 These are the things you are to do: Speak the 

truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your courts; 17 do not plot evil against each 

other, and do not love to swear falsely. I hate all this,” declares the LORD. 
18 The word of the LORD Almighty came to me. 19 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “The fasts of the 

fourth, fifth, seventh and tenth months will become joyful and glad occasions and happy festivals for 

Judah. Therefore love truth and peace.” 20 This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Many peoples and the 

inhabitants of many cities will yet come, 21 and the inhabitants of one city will go to another and say, ‘Let 

us go at once to entreat the LORD and seek the LORD Almighty. I myself am going.’ 22 And many peoples 

and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD Almighty and to entreat Him.” 

 

1. In verses 1-8, what do we learn about God and about the relationship that He wants with His people? 

 

 

2. Talk with the LORD about what this understanding of God and the relationship that He desires with 

you means to you personally.  

 

 

3. How does God want us to live in the light of His care for us (verses 14-22)? 

 

4. Ask the LORD how well you are doing at living like this. Commit in prayer to please God in the ways 

that He outlined here. 
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Monday June 1  Ezra 7  Rebuilding 

 

7 After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, Ezra 6  came up from Babylon. He was 

a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the LORD, the God of Israel, had given. The king had 

granted him everything he asked, for the hand of the LORD his God was on him. 
7 Some of the Israelites, including priests, Levites, musicians, gatekeepers and temple servants, also came 

up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes. 8 Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of 

the seventh year of the king. 9 He had begun his journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month, 

and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, for the gracious hand of his God was on 

him. 10 For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the LORD, and to 

teaching its decrees and laws in Israel. 
11 This is a copy of the letter King Artaxerxes had given to Ezra the priest, a teacher of the Law, a man 

learned in matters concerning the commands and decrees of the LORD for Israel:12 Artaxerxes, king of 

kings, To Ezra the priest, teacher of the Law of the God of heaven: Greetings. 13 Now I decree that any of 

the Israelites in my kingdom, including priests and Levites, who volunteer to go to Jerusalem with you, 

may go. 14 You are sent by the king and his seven advisers to inquire about Judah and Jerusalem with 

regard to the Law of your God, which is in your hand. 15 Moreover, you are to take with you the silver and 

gold that the king and his advisers have freely given to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in 

Jerusalem, 16 together with all the silver and gold you may obtain from the province of Babylon, as well 

as the freewill offerings of the people and priests for the temple of their God in Jerusalem. 17 With this 

money be sure to buy bulls, rams and male lambs, together with their grain offerings and drink 

offerings, and sacrifice them on the altar of the temple of your God in Jerusalem.  
18 You and your fellow Israelites may then do whatever seems best with the rest of the silver and gold, in 

accordance with the will of your God. 19 Deliver to the God of Jerusalem all the articles entrusted to you 

for worship in the temple of your God. 20 And anything else needed for the temple of your God that you 

are responsible to supply, you may provide from the royal treasury. 21 Now I, King Artaxerxes, decree that 

all the treasurers of Trans-Euphrates are to provide with diligence whatever Ezra the priest, the teacher 

of the Law of the God of heaven, may ask of you— 22 up to a hundred talents of silver, a hundred cors of 

wheat, a hundred baths of wine, a hundred baths of olive oil, and salt without limit. 23 Whatever the God 

of heaven has prescribed, let it be done with diligence for the temple of the God of heaven. Why should 

his wrath fall on the realm of the king and of his sons? 24 You are also to know that you have no authority 

to impose taxes, tribute or duty on any of the priests, Levites, musicians, gatekeepers, temple servants or 

other workers at this house of God. 
25 And you, Ezra, in accordance with the wisdom of your God, which you possess, appoint magistrates 

and judges to administer justice to all the people of Trans-Euphrates—all who know the laws of your 

God. And you are to teach any who do not know them. 26 Whoever does not obey the law of your God and 

the law of the king must surely be punished by death, banishment, confiscation of property, or 

imprisonment.” 27 Praise be to the LORD, the God of our ancestors, who has put it into the king’s heart to 

bring honor to the house of the LORD in Jerusalem in this way 28 and who has extended His good favor to 

me before the king and his advisers and all the king’s powerful officials. Because the hand of the LORD my 

God was on me, I took courage and gathered leaders from Israel to go up with me. 
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1. How do you see the “hand of the LORD” on Ezra? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do you see the hand of the LORD on your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Thank the LORD for the ways that you see His hand on your life and how that benefits you. You 

could record that praise here. 
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Tuesday June 2  Nehemiah 1 Rebuilding 

 

1 The words of Nehemiah son of Hakaliah: In the month of Kislev in the twentieth year, while I was in the 

citadel of Susa, 2 Hanani, one of my brothers, came from Judah with some other men, and I questioned 

them about the Jewish remnant that had survived the exile, and also about Jerusalem. 
3 They said to me, “Those who survived the exile and are back in the province are in great trouble and 

disgrace. The wall of Jerusalem is broken down, and its gates have been burned with fire.” 
4 When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and fasted and prayed before 

the God of heaven. 5 Then I said: “LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps His 

covenant of love with those who love Him and keep His commandments, 6 let Your ear be attentive and 

Your eyes open to hear the prayer Your servant is praying before You day and night for Your servants, the 

people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my father’s family, have committed 

against you. 7 We have acted very wickedly toward You. We have not obeyed the commands, decrees and 

laws You gave Your servant Moses. 
8 “Remember the instruction You gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I will scatter 

you among the nations, 9 but if you return to Me and obey my commands, then even if your exiled people 

are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and bring them to the place I have chosen as a 

dwelling for My Name.’ 
10 “They are Your servants and Your people, whom You redeemed by Your great strength and Your mighty 

hand. 11 Lord, let Your ear be attentive to the prayer of this Your servant and to the prayer of Your 

servants who delight in revering Your name. Give Your servant success today by granting him favor in the 

presence of this man.” I was cupbearer to the king. 

 

1. How does Nehemiah respond to the news about Jerusalem (verse 4)? What does that say about his 

relationship with God? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What do you see of God’s nature through Nehemiah’s prayer? As Nehemiah focuses intently on God 

what does Nehemiah see in himself? What does he recall as he persists in prayer (verses 8-10)? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.   How grieved are you about the spiritual state of your family and friends, especially those who don’t  

go to church? What does God want you to do about this? Ask the LORD to fill you with His concern 

for them. Follow His leading in showing His concern for them by prayer and conversation with them. 
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Wednesday June 3  Nehemiah 2 Rebuilding 

 

2 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine was brought for him, I took 

the wine and gave it to the king. I had not been sad in his presence before, 2 so the king asked me, “Why 

does your face look so sad when you are not ill? This can be nothing but sadness of heart.” 

I was very much afraid, 3 but I said to the king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not look 

sad when the city where my ancestors are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?” 
4 The king said to me, “What is it you want?” 

Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, “If it pleases the king and if Your servant 

has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my ancestors are buried so that I 

can rebuild it.” 
6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, “How long will your journey take, and when 

will you get back?” It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 
7 I also said to him, “If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that 

they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of 

the royal park, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for 

the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?” And because the gracious hand of my God was on 

me, the king granted my requests. 9 So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the 

king’s letters. The king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me. 
11 I went to Jerusalem, and after staying there three days 12 I set out during the night with a few others. I 

had not told anyone what my God had put in my heart to do for Jerusalem. There were no mounts with me 

except the one I was riding on. 13 By night I went out through the Valley Gate toward the Jackal Well and 

the Dung Gate, examining the walls of Jerusalem, which had been broken down, and its gates, which had 

been destroyed by fire. 14 Then I moved on toward the Fountain Gate and the King’s Pool, but there was 

not enough room for my mount to get through; 15 so I went up the valley by night, examining the wall. 

Finally, I turned back and reentered through the Valley Gate. 16 The officials did not know where I had 

gone or what I was doing, because as yet I had said nothing to the Jews or the priests or nobles or 

officials or any others who would be doing the work. 
17 Then I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins, and its gates have been 

burned with fire. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we will no longer be in disgrace.” 18 I 

also told them about the gracious hand of my God on me and what the king had said to me. 

They replied, “Let us start rebuilding.” So they began this good work. 

 

1. In these intervening three months, what do you think that Nehemiah has been doing? What does king 

Artaxerxes notice and why? 

 

 

2. In Nehemiah’s ready response to the king, what demonstrates his practical wisdom? His dependence 

upon God? His dependence upon human resources? His respect for his superior? 

 

 

3. How do you see God working in this story?  

 

4. How have you seen God working in your own life recently? Tell the LORD what this means to you. 
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Thursday June 4  Nehemiah 4 Rebuilding 

 

4 When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He 

ridiculed the Jews, 2 and in the presence of his associates and the army of Samaria, he said, “What are 

those feeble Jews doing? Will they restore their wall? Will they offer sacrifices? Will they finish in a day? 

Can they bring the stones back to life from those heaps of rubble—burned as they are?” 
3 Tobiah the Ammonite, who was at his side, said, “What they are building—even a fox climbing up on it 

would break down their wall of stones!” 
4 Hear us, our God, for we are despised. Turn their insults back on their own heads. Give them over as 

plunder in a land of captivity. 5 Do not cover up their guilt or blot out their sins from Your sight, for they 

have thrown insults in the face of the builders. 
6 So we rebuilt the wall till all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their heart. 
7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard that the repairs 

to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they were very angry. 8 They 

all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to 

our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this threat. 
10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much 

rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.” 
11 Also our enemies said, “Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill 

them and put an end to the work.” 
12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, “Wherever you turn, they will 

attack us.” 13 Therefore I stationed some of the people behind the lowest points of the wall at the exposed 

places, posting them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. 14 After I looked things over, I stood 

up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the 

Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for your families, your sons and your daughters, your wives 

and your homes.” 
15 When our enemies heard that we were aware of their plot and that God had frustrated it, we all 

returned to the wall, each to our own work. 16 From that day on, half of my men did the work, while the 

other half were equipped with spears, shields, bows and armor. The officers posted themselves behind all 

the people of Judah 17 who were building the wall. Those who carried materials did their work with one 

hand and held a weapon in the other, 18 and each of the builders wore his sword at his side as he worked. 

But the man who sounded the trumpet stayed with me. 19 Then I said to the nobles, the officials and the 

rest of the people, “The work is extensive and spread out, and we are widely separated from each other 

along the wall. 20 Wherever you hear the sound of the trumpet, join us there. Our God will fight for us!” 

 

1. How does Nehemiah deal with the opposition (verses 1-6)? How do the people respond? Why? 

 

 

2. What is the threat to the work in verses 9-14? How does Nehemiah deal with this threat? 

 

 

3. How does Nehemiah lead the people in verses 15-20? 

 

 

4. What is an area of your life where there seems to be a lot of rubble and needs rebuilding? How will 

you trust God and cooperate with God and other people to rebuild that? 
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Friday June 5   Nehemiah 6 Rebuilding 

 

6 When word came to Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab and the rest of our enemies that I had rebuilt 

the wall and not a gap was left in it—though up to that time I had not set the doors in the gates— 

 2 Sanballat and Geshem sent me this message: “Come, let us meet together in one of the villages on the 

plain of Ono.” 

But they were scheming to harm me; 3 so I sent messengers to them with this reply: “I am carrying on a 

great project and cannot go down. Why should the work stop while I leave it and go down to you?” 4 Four 

times they sent me the same message, and each time I gave them the same answer. 
5 Then, the fifth time, Sanballat sent his aide to me with the same message, and in his hand was an 

unsealed letter 6 in which was written: 

“It is reported among the nations—and Geshem says it is true—that you and the Jews are plotting to 

revolt, and therefore you are building the wall. Moreover, according to these reports you are about to 

become their king 7 and have even appointed prophets to make this proclamation about you in Jerusalem: 

‘There is a king in Judah!’ Now this report will get back to the king; so come, let us meet together.” 
8 I sent him this reply: “Nothing like what you are saying is happening; you are just making it up out of 

your head.” 
9 They were all trying to frighten us, thinking, “Their hands will get too weak for the work, and it will not 

be completed.” 

But I prayed, “Now strengthen my hands.” 
10 One day I went to the house of Shemaiah son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was shut in at his 

home. He said, “Let us meet in the house of God, inside the temple, and let us close the temple doors, 

because men are coming to kill you—by night they are coming to kill you.” 
11 But I said, “Should a man like me run away? Or should someone like me go into the temple to save his 

life? I will not go!” 12 I realized that God had not sent him, but that he had prophesied against 

me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 He had been hired to intimidate me so that I would 

commit a sin by doing this, and then they would give me a bad name to discredit me. 
14 Remember Tobiah and Sanballat, my God, because of what they have done; remember also the 

prophet Noadiah and how she and the rest of the prophets have been trying to intimidate me. 15 So the 

wall was completed on the twenty-fifth of Elul, in fifty-two days. 
16 When all our enemies heard about this, all the surrounding nations were afraid and lost their self-

confidence, because they realized that this work had been done with the help of our God. 

 

1. What tactics do Nehemiah’s opponents use to stop his work? 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Nehemiah overcome their tactics? How does God help Nehemiah? 

 

 

 

3. What opposition are you facing in life right now? Ask the LORD to protect and guide you so that you 

can finish the work the LORD has given you. 
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Saturday June 6  Nehemiah 8 Rebuilding 

 

8 1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of 

the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. 
2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, which was 

made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud from daybreak till 

noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who 

could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law. 4 Ezra the teacher of the 

Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the occasion. 5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could 

see him because he was standing above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised 

the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they 

bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7 The Levites … instructed the people 

in the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They read from the Book of the Law of God, making it 

clear and giving the meaning so that the people understood what was being read. 
9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and the Levites who were 

instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or 

weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 
10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some to those who have 

nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do not grieve.” 
12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and to celebrate with great 

joy, because they now understood the words that had been made known to them. 
13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the priests and the Levites, 

gathered around Ezra the teacher to give attention to the words of the Law. 14 They found written in the 

Law, which the LORD had commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary 

shelters during the festival of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim this word and spread it 

throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back branches from olive 

and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary shelters”—as it is written. 
16 So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves temporary shelters on their 

own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and 

the one by the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The whole company that had returned from exile built temporary 

shelters and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, the Israelites had not 

celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great. 18 Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra 

read from the Book of the Law of God. 

 

1. How do the people first respond to the Book of the Law of Moses (verses 2, 5, 6, 9)? How do you 

account for this response? 

 

2. What do the people do when they truly understand God’s Word (verses 9-12)? What do they discover 

and do (verses 14-17)? 

 

3. What role has God’s Word played in in your own spiritual growth? How has that compared to the role 

of public preaching in your spiritual growth? Why? 

 

 

4. Thank the LORD for the ways that He has used His Word to help you grow as His child. 
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Sunday June 7  Malachi 3 Rebuilding 

 

3 The LORD said, “I will send My messenger, who will prepare the way before Me. Then suddenly the 

Lord you are seeking will come to His temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 

come,” says the LORD Almighty. 
2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when He appears? For He will be like a 

refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the 

Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will bring offerings in 

righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the LORD, as in days gone 

by, as in former years. 
5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, 

against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and 

deprive the foreigners among you of justice, but do not fear Me,” says the LORD Almighty. 
6 “I the LORD do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since the time of 

your ancestors you have turned away from My decrees and have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will 

return to you,” says the LORD Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to return?’ 
8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob Me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ 

“In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing 

Me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house. Test Me in this,” 

says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 

blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, 

and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit before it is ripe,” says the LORD Almighty. 12 “Then all 

the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty. 
13 “You have spoken arrogantly against Me,” says the LORD. “Yet you ask, ‘What have we said against You?’ 
14 “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What do we gain by carrying out His requirements and going 

about like mourners before the LORD Almighty? 15 But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly 

evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the test, they get away with it.’” 
16 Then those who feared the LORD talked with each other, and the LORD listened and heard. A scroll of 

remembrance was written in His presence concerning those who feared the LORD and honored His name. 
17 “On the day when I act,” says the LORD Almighty, “they will be My treasured possession. I will 

spare them, just as a father has compassion and spares his son who serves him. 18 And you will again see 

the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between those who serve God and those who do not. 

 

1. What will God’s judgment be like (verses 1-5)?  

 

 

2. What is God warning you about personally in these verses? How will you respond? 

 

 

3. What is the LORD saying to you personally about your finances in verses 6-18? 

 

 

4. Talk with the LORD about how you will manage the finances that He has provided you. 
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Monday June 8 A Close Walk with God Psalm 23 

 
1 The LORD is my shepherd, I lack nothing. 
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures, He leads me beside quiet waters, 
3     He refreshes my soul. He guides me along the right paths for His name’s sake. 
4 Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; your rod and 

your staff, they comfort me. 
5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my 

cup overflows. 
6 Surely Your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 

the LORD forever. 

 

1. How are people like sheep? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the Good Shepherd do for His sheep? Why are these things important? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How has Jesus Christ done these things in your life? How did that improve your life? Thank the 

LORD for how this has blessed you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

56 

 

Tuesday June 9  A Close Walk with God Psalm 25 

 
1 In You, LORD my God, I put my trust. 
2 I trust in You; do not let me be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3 No one who hopes in You will ever be put to shame, but shame will come on those who are treacherous 

 without cause. 
4 Show me Your ways, LORD, teach me Your paths. 
5 Guide me in Your truth and teach me, for You are God my Savior, and my hope is in You all day long. 
6 Remember, LORD, Your great mercy and love, for they are from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth and my rebellious ways; according to Your love remember me, 

    for You, LORD, are good. 
8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He instructs sinners in His ways. 
9 He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them His way. 
10 All the ways of the LORD are loving and faithful toward those who keep the demands of His covenant. 
11 For the sake of Your name, LORD, forgive my iniquity, though it is great. 
12 Who, then, are those who fear the LORD? He will instruct them in the ways they should choose. 
13 They will spend their days in prosperity, and their descendants will inherit the land. 
14 The LORD confides in those who fear Him; He makes His covenant known to them. 
15 My eyes are ever on the LORD  for only He will release my feet from the snare. 
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and afflicted. 
17 Relieve the troubles of my heart  and free me from my anguish. 
18 Look on my affliction and my distress and take away all my sins. 
19 See how numerous are my enemies and how fiercely they hate me! 
20 Guard my life and rescue me; do not let me be put to shame, for I take refuge in You. 
21 May integrity and uprightness protect me, because my hope, LORD, is in You. 
22 Deliver Israel, O God, from all their troubles! 

 

1. What is David asking for in verses 4-15? How is David expecting God to answer this request? 

 

 

 

2. What does David need to do in order for God to answer his request? 

 

 

 

3. How are you doing at meeting these requirements in order to receive God’s guidance? Which ones do 

you need to work at? 

 

 

 

 

4. Where do you need God’s guidance? Pray Psalm 25, committing to do what God wants you to do in 

order to receive His guidance. 
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Wednesday June 10  A Close Walk with God Psalm 27 

 
1 The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? The LORD is the stronghold of my life— of 

whom shall I be afraid? 
2 When the wicked advance against me to devour me, it is my enemies and my foes who will stumble and fall. 
3 Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; though war break out against me, even then I will be 

confident. 
4 One thing I ask from the LORD, this only do I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days 

of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the LORD and to seek Him in His temple. 
5 For in the day of trouble He will keep me safe in His dwelling; He will hide me in the shelter of His 

sacred tent and set me high upon a rock. 
6 Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me; at His sacred tent I will sacrifice 

with shouts of joy; I will sing and make music to the LORD. 
7 Hear my voice when I call, LORD; be merciful to me and answer me. 
8 My heart says of You, “Seek His face!” Your face, LORD, I will seek. 
9 Do not hide Your face from me, do not turn Your servant away in anger; You have been my helper. Do 

not reject me or forsake me,  God my Savior. 
10 Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me. 
11 Teach me Your way, LORD; lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors. 
12 Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, for false witnesses rise up against me, spouting malicious 

accusations. 
13 I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living. 
14 Wait for the LORD; be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD. 

 

 

1. What qualities of God give David hope in the midst of his fears? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does David expect that the LORD will do for him? 

 

 

 

 

3. What does David know that he must do in order to receive God’s help? 

 

 

 

 

4. What trouble are you facing right now? Pray to the LORD about that trouble using Psalm 27 as your guide. 
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Thursday June 11  A Close Walk with God  Psalm 46 

 
1 God is our refuge and strength,  an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging. 

4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
5 God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. 
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; He lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
8 Come and see what the LORD has done, the desolations He has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; He burns the 

shields with fire. 
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 

 

1. Psalm 46 is a hymn of praise, celebrating deliverance from some great foe. It might have been written 

when the Assyrian army invaded the land and surrounded Jerusalem. Israel’s concern about utter 

destruction back then (verses 1-3) can resonate with peoples’ concern today about the covid-19 

pandemic or terrorism. What gives the psalmist hope in verses 4-11? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What seven phrases describe God? What do they say about the LORD? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Could verses 1- 6 portray a crisis in your life right now? How do you respond to that crisis? Where do 

you feel a need for God’s protection right now? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Take some time to thank the LORD for being your fortress, for being with you so that you will not 

fall, for making wars cease, and for being almighty. Be still and know that He is God and He is in 

total control. 
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Friday June 12  A Close Walk with God  Psalm 51 

 
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to Your unfailing love; according to Your great compassion 

    blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
4 Against You, You only, have I sinned and done what is evil in Your sight; so You are right in Your 

verdict and justified when You judge. 
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6 Yet You desired faithfulness even in the womb; You taught me wisdom in that secret place. 
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9 Hide Your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11 Do not cast me from Your presence or take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
13 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways, so that sinners will turn back to You. 
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, You who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of 

Your righteousness. 
15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare Your praise. 
16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; You do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, You, God, will not despise. 
18 May it please You to prosper Zion, to build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
19 Then You will delight in the sacrifices of the righteous, in burnt offerings offered whole; then bulls will 

be offered on your altar. 

 

David wrote this psalm after Nathan convicted him of adultery and murder.  

 

1. According to this Psalm, what are the ingredients of genuine repentance over sin (Verses 3-5, 10-11, 

14, 17)? 

 

 

 

 

2. What does God do for us when we demonstrate genuine repentance (verses 1, 2, 7-12, 14)? 

 

 

 

 

3. Ask God to shine His Holy Spirit upon any sin in your life. Confess one serious sin using Psalm 51 as 

your guide and receive the joy of God’s salvation. 
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Saturday June 13  A Close Walk with God  Psalm 90 

 
1 LORD, You have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were born or You brought forth the whole world, from everlasting to everlasting 

 You are God. 
3 You turn people back to dust, saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.” 
4 A thousand years in Your sight are like a day that has just gone by, or like a watch in the night. 
5 Yet you sweep people away in the sleep of death—they are like the new grass of the morning: 
6 In the morning it springs up new, but by evening it is dry and withered. 
7 We are consumed by Your anger and terrified by Your indignation. 
8 You have set our iniquities before You, our secret sins in the light of Your presence. 
9 All our days pass away under Your wrath; we finish our years with a moan. 
10 Our days may come to seventy years, or eighty, if our strength endures; yet the best of them are but 

trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 
11 If only we knew the power of Your anger! Your wrath is as great as the fear that is Your due. 
12 Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 
13 Relent, LORD! How long will it be? Have compassion on Your servants. 
14 Satisfy us in the morning with Your unfailing love, that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 
15 Make us glad for as many days as You have afflicted us, for as many years as we have seen trouble. 
16 May Your deeds be shown to Your servants, Your splendor to their children. 
17 May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the 

work of our hands. 

 

1. How do God and humans differ (verses 3-6)? What does God want us to conclude from this? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why is God angry (verses 7-11)? In light of this, what does the LORD want us to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What does it mean to “number our days aright”? How do you number your days? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What work does the LORD have for you to do (verses 16-17)? Ask the LORD to let His favour rest on 

and establish your work as you serve Him. 
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Sunday June 14  A Close Walk with God  Psalm 95 

 
1 Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
2 Let us come before Him with thanksgiving and extol Him with music and song. 
3 For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
4 In His hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to Him. 
5 The sea is His, for He made it, and His hands formed the dry land. 
6 Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; “for He is our God and we 

are the people of His pasture, the flock under His care. Today, if only you would hear His voice, 
8 “Do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, as you did that day at Massah in the wilderness, 
9 where your ancestors tested Me; they tried Me, though they had seen what I did. 
10 For forty years I was angry with that generation; I said, ‘They are a people whose hearts go astray, 

    and they have not known My ways.’ 
11 So I declared on oath in My anger, ‘They shall never enter My rest.’” 

 

1. Why use music to rejoice (verses 1-5)? What dimension does music add to words?  

 

 

 

2. What does bowing or kneeling represent (verse 6)? 

  

 

 

3. What dangers is God warning you personally about in verses 8-11? Ask God to show you how you 

can be vulnerable to this.  

 

 

 

4. Take time to worship the LORD using some of the ideas in this Psalm. Pray to the LORD asking Him 

to soften your heart so that you will follow His ways more passionately. 
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Monday June 15 Proverbs 21:1-31  Healthy Family 

 

1 In the LORD’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water that He channels toward all who please Him. 

2 A person may think their own ways are right, but the LORD weighs the heart. 

3 To do what is right and just is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice. 

4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart—the unplowed field of the wicked—produce sin. 

5 The plans of the diligent lead to profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 

6 A fortune made by a lying tongue is a fleeting vapor and a deadly snare. 

7 The violence of the wicked will drag them away, for they refuse to do what is right. 

8 The way of the guilty is devious, but the conduct of the innocent is upright. 

9 Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 

10 The wicked crave evil; their neighbors get no mercy from them. 

11 When a mocker is punished, the simple gain wisdom; by paying attention to the wise they get knowledge. 

12 The Righteous One takes note of the house of the wicked and brings the wicked to ruin. 

13 Whoever shuts their ears to the cry of the poor will also cry out and not be answered. 

14 A gift given in secret soothes anger, and a bribe concealed in the cloak pacifies great wrath. 

15 When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers. 

16 Whoever strays from the path of prudence comes to rest in the company of the dead. 

17 Whoever loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine and olive oil will never be rich. 

18 The wicked become a ransom for the righteous, and the unfaithful for the upright. 

19 Better to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and nagging wife. 

20 The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down. 

21 Whoever pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor. 

22 One who is wise can go up against the city of the mighty and pull down the stronghold in which they trust. 

23 Those who guard their mouths and their tongues keep themselves from calamity. 

24 The proud and arrogant person—“Mocker” is his name— behaves with insolent fury. 

25 The craving of a sluggard will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. 

26 All day long he craves for more, but the righteous give without sparing. 

27 The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable— how much more so when brought with evil intent! 

28 A false witness will perish, but a careful listener will testify successfully. 

29 The wicked put up a bold front, but the upright give thought to their ways. 

30 There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the LORD. 

31 The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but victory rests with the LORD. 

 

1. What examples of submission to God do your children see in your life?  

 

 

 

2. What plan have you created that you now see was not necessarily God’s plan? 

 

 

 

3. How can you learn to accept God’s plan more readily in the future and to teach your children this 

skill? 
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Tuesday June 16 Proverbs 3:1-35  Healthy Family 

 

1 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 

2 for they will prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 

3 Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. 

4 Then you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 

6 in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.  

7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and shun evil. 

8 This will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 

9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 

10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with new wine. 

11 My son, do not despise the LORD’s discipline, and do not resent His rebuke, 

12 because the LORD disciplines those He loves, as a father the son He delights in.  

13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, 

14 for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold. 

15 She is more precious than rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. 

16 Long life is in her right hand; in her left hand are riches and honor. 

17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. 

18 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed. 

19 By wisdom the LORD laid the earth’s foundations, by understanding He set the heavens in place; 

20 by His knowledge the watery depths were divided, the clouds let drop the dew. 

21 My son, do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound judgment and discretion; 

22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. 

23 Then you will go on your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble. 

24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 

25 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin that overtakes the wicked, 

26 for the LORD will be at your side and will keep your foot from being snared. 

27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. 

28 Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back tomorrow and I’ll give it to you”— when you already have it with 

you. 

29 Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trustfully near you. 

30 Do not accuse anyone for no reason—when they have done you no harm. 

31 Do not envy the violent or choose any of their ways. 

32 For the LORD detests the perverse but takes the upright into His confidence. 

33 The LORD’s curse is on the house of the wicked, but He blesses the home of the righteous. 

34 He mocks proud mockers but shows favor to the humble and oppressed. 

35 The wise inherit honor, but fools get only shame. 

 

1. How do you acknowledge negative behavior without building animosity? 

 

 

2. How do you celebrate positive behavior?  

 

 

3. How could you do a better job of celebrating accomplishments?  
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Wednesday June 17  Proverbs 12:1-28 Healthy Family 

 

1 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, whoever hates correction is stupid. 

2 Good people obtain favor from the LORD, but He condemns those who devise wicked schemes. 

3 No one can be established through wickedness, but the righteous cannot be uprooted. 

4 A wife of noble character is her husband’s crown, but a disgraceful wife is like decay in his bones. 

5 The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is deceitful. 

6 The words of the wicked lie in wait for blood, but the speech of the upright rescues them. 

7 The wicked are overthrown and are no more, but the house of the righteous stands firm. 

8 A person is praised according to their prudence, and one with a warped mind is despised. 

9 Better to be a nobody and yet have a servant than pretend to be somebody and have no food. 

10 The righteous care for the needs of their animals, but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel. 

11 Those who work their land will have abundant food, but those who chase fantasies have no sense. 

12 The wicked desire the stronghold of evildoers, but the root of the righteous endures. 

13 Evildoers are trapped by their sinful talk, so the innocent escape trouble. 

14 From the fruit of their lips people are filled with good things, and the work of their hands brings them 

reward. 

15 The way of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice. 

16 Fools show their annoyance at once, but the prudent overlook an insult. 

17 An honest witness tells the truth, but a false witness tells lies. 

18 The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 

19 Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment. 

20 Deceit is in the hearts of those who plot evil, but those who promote peace have joy. 

21 No harm overtakes the righteous, but the wicked have their fill of trouble. 

22 The LORD detests lying lips, but He delights in people who are trustworthy. 

23 The prudent keep their knowledge to themselves, but a fool’s heart blurts out folly. 

24 Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in forced labor. 

25 Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up. 

26 The righteous choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked leads them astray. 

27 The lazy do not roast any game, but the diligent feed on the riches of the hunt. 

28 In the way of righteousness there is life; along that path is immortality. 

 

 

1. What have you learned about making good choices in friends?  

 

 

 

 

2. What type of choices in friends are your children making? 

 

 

 

 

3. What are some things you can do to continue to guide your children in this area?  
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Thursday June 18 Proverbs 18:1-24 Healthy Family 

 

1 An unfriendly person pursues selfish ends and against all sound judgment starts quarrels. 

2 Fools find no pleasure in understanding but delight in airing their own opinions. 

3 When wickedness comes, so does contempt, and with shame comes reproach. 

4 The words of the mouth are deep waters, but the fountain of wisdom is a rushing stream. 

5 It is not good to be partial to the wicked and so deprive the innocent of justice. 

6 The lips of fools bring them strife, and their mouths invite a beating. 

7 The mouths of fools are their undoing, and their lips are a snare to their very lives. 

8 The words of a gossip are like choice morsels; they go down to the inmost parts. 

9 One who is slack in his work is brother to one who destroys. 

10 The name of the LORD is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe. 

11 The wealth of the rich is their fortified city; they imagine it a wall too high to scale. 

12 Before a downfall the heart is haughty, but humility comes before honor. 

13 To answer before listening—that is folly and shame. 

14 The human spirit can endure in sickness, but a crushed spirit who can bear? 

15 The heart of the discerning acquires knowledge, for the ears of the wise seek it out. 

16 A gift opens the way and ushers the giver into the presence of the great. 

17 In a lawsuit the first to speak seems right, until someone comes forward and cross-examines. 

18 Casting the lot settles disputes and keeps strong opponents apart. 

19 A brother wronged is more unyielding than a fortified city; are like the barred gates of a citadel. 

20 From the fruit of their mouth a person’s stomach is filled; with the harvest of their lips they are satisfied. 

21 The tongue has the power of life and death, those who love it will eat its fruit. 

22 He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the Lord. 

23 The poor plead for mercy, but the rich answer harshly. 

24 One who has unreliable friends soon comes to ruin, but there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother. 

 

 

1. How capable are you at resolving conflict between siblings?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did you learn the skills you have?  

 

 

 

 

 

3. Are there differences now that you need to resolve?  
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Friday June 19       Proverbs 27:1-27   Healthy Family 

 

27 Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring. 

2 Let someone else praise you, and not your own mouth; an outsider, and not your own lips. 

3 Stone is heavy and sand a burden, but a fool’s provocation is heavier than both. 

4 Anger is cruel and fury overwhelming, but who can stand before jealousy? 

5 Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 

6 Wounds from a friend can be trusted, but an enemy multiplies kisses. 

7 One who is full loathes honey from the comb, but to the hungry even what is bitter tastes sweet. 

8 Like a bird that flees its nest is anyone who flees from home. 

9 Perfume and incense bring joy to the heart, and the pleasantness of a friend springs from their heartfelt advice. 

10 Do not forsake your friend or a friend of your family, and do not go to your relative’s house when 

disaster strikes you-- better a neighbor nearby than a relative far away. 

11 Be wise, my son, and bring joy to my heart; then I can answer anyone who treats me with contempt. 

12 The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the simple keep going and pay the penalty. 

13 Take the garment of one who puts up security for a stranger; it in pledge if it is done for an outsider. 

14 If anyone loudly blesses their neighbor early in the morning, it will be taken as a curse. 

15 A quarrelsome wife is like the dripping of a leaky roof in a rainstorm; 

16 restraining her is like restraining the wind or grasping oil with the hand. 

17 As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 

18 The one who guards a fig tree will eat its fruit, and whoever protects their master will be honored. 

19 As water reflects the face, so one’s life reflects the heart.  

20 Death and Destruction are never satisfied, and neither are human eyes. 

21 The crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but people are tested by their praise. 

22 Though you grind a fool in a mortar, grinding them like grain with a pestle, you will not remove their 

folly from them. 

 

1. What does your own life reflect?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does your child’s life reflect as an indication of what is in their heart? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How can you pray for their heart?  
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Saturday June 20  Proverbs 19:1-29  Healthy Family 

 

1 Better the poor whose walk is blameless than a fool whose lips are perverse. 

2 Desire without knowledge is not good—how much more will hasty feet miss the way! 

3 A person’s own folly leads to their ruin, yet their heart rages against the Lord. 

4 Wealth attracts many friends, but even the closest friend of the poor person deserts them. 

5 A false witness will not go unpunished, and whoever pours out lies will not go free. 

6 Many curry favor with a ruler, and everyone is the friend of one who gives gifts. 

7 The poor are shunned by all their relatives—how much more do their friends avoid them!  

   Though the poor pursue them with pleading, they are nowhere to be found.  

8 The one who gets wisdom loves life; the one who cherishes understanding will soon prosper. 

9 A false witness will not go unpunished, and whoever pours out lies will perish. 

10 It is not fitting for a fool to live in luxury—how much worse for a slave to rule over princes! 

11 A person’s wisdom yields patience; it is to one’s glory to overlook an offense. 

12 A king’s rage is like the roar of a lion, but his favor is like dew on the grass. 

13 A foolish child is a father’s ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like the constant dripping of a leaky roof. 

14 Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the Lord. 

15 Laziness brings on deep sleep, and the shiftless go hungry. 

16 Whoever keeps commandments keeps their life, but whoever shows contempt for their ways will die. 

17 Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what they have done. 

18 Discipline your children, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to their death. 

19 A hot-tempered person must pay the penalty; rescue them, and you will have to do it again. 

20 Listen to advice and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted among the wise. 

21 Many are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. 

22 What a person desires is unfailing love; better to be poor than a liar. 

23 The fear of the Lord leads to life; then one rests content, untouched by trouble. 

24 A sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he will not even bring it back to his mouth! 

25 Flog a mocker, and the simple will learn prudence; the discerning, and they will gain knowledge. 

26 Whoever robs their father and drives out their mother is a child who brings shame and disgrace. 

27 Stop listening to instruction, my son, and you will stray from the words of knowledge. 

28 A corrupt witness mocks at justice, and the mouth of the wicked gulps down evil. 

29 Penalties are prepared for mockers, and beatings for the backs of fools. 

 

1. How have you come through a time of trouble, yet are untouched by trouble in the long-term?  

 

 

 

2. Are your children learning to rest content? How?  

 

 

 

 

3. What is one way you can help your children develop a proper fear for the Lord?  
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Sunday June 21 Proverbs 25:1-13 Healthy Family 

 

1 These are more proverbs of Solomon, compiled by the men of Hezekiah king of Judah: 

2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter; to search out a matter is the glory of kings. 

3 As the heavens are high and the earth is deep, so the hearts of kings are unsearchable. 

4 Remove the dross from the silver, and a silversmith can produce a vessel; 

5 remove wicked officials from the king’s presence, and his throne will be established through righteousness. 

6 Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do not claim a place among his great men; 

7 it is better for him to say to you, “Come up here,” than for him to humiliate you before his nobles. 

8 What you have seen with your eyes do not bring hastily to court, for what will you do in the end if your 

neighbor puts you to shame? 

9 If you take your neighbor to court, do not betray another’s confidence, 

10 or the one who hears it may shame you and the charge against you will stand. 

11 Like apples of gold in settings of silver is a ruling rightly given. 

12 Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold is the rebuke of a wise judge to a listening ear. 

13 Like a snow-cooled drink at harvest time is a trustworthy messenger to the one who sends him; he 

refreshes the spirit of his master. 

 

 

1. Who has been a refreshing drink for you? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How could you be more refreshing to your family?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How can you teach your children to be refreshing to others? 
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Monday June 22  Loving God  Psalm 96 

 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth. 
2 Sing to the LORD, praise His name; proclaim His salvation day after day. 
3 Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
4 For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; He is to be feared above all gods. 
5 For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the heavens. 
6 Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and glory are in His sanctuary. 
7 Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due His name; bring an offering and come into His courts. 
9 Worship the LORD in the splendor of His holiness; tremble before Him, all the earth. 
10 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; He 

will judge the peoples with equity. 
11 Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 
12 Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing for joy. 
13 Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for He comes, He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the 

world in righteousness and the peoples in His faithfulness. 

 

1. What different ways of worshipping God do you see in this passage? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does our worship of God bless God? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How does our worship of God bless us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Read through Psalm 96 slowly thinking about each verse and make it your expression of love to God. 

Rejoice and be jubilant.  
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Tuesday June 23  Loving God  Psalm 98 

 
1 Sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things; His right hand and His holy arm have 

worked salvation for Him. 
2 The LORD has made His salvation known and revealed His righteousness to the nations.  
3 He has remembered His love and His faithfulness to Israel; all the ends of the earth have seen the 

salvation of our God. 
4 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant song with music; 
5 make music to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the sound of singing, 
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— shout for joy before the LORD, the King. 
7 Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 
8 Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; 
9 let them sing before the LORD, for He comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness 

    and the peoples with equity. 

 

1. What three titles for God could you derive from this Psalm (verses 3, 6, 9)? What do they mean for 

your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are the marvelous things that God has done for us? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Do you ever “cut loose” in joyful expression? Try praising God joyfully right now using Psalm 98 as 

your guide. 
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Wednesday June 24  Loving God  Psalm 100 

 
1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
2     Worship the LORD with gladness; come before Him with joyful songs. 
3 Know that the LORD is God. It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people, the sheep of His 

pasture. 
4 Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise; give thanks to Him and praise His name. 
5 For the LORD is good and His love endures forever; His faithfulness continues through all generations. 

 

 

1. What six reasons does the Psalmist give to praise God?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Tell the LORD with joy and gladness what these six reasons mean to you personally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What responsibilities are involved in knowing that the LORD is God? Talk with the LORD about how 

well you live up to these responsibilities. 
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Thursday June 25  Loving God  Psalm 103 

 
1 Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise His holy name. 
2 Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all His benefits— 
3 who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 
4 who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion, 
5 who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 
6 The LORD works righteousness and justice for all the oppressed. 
7 He made known His ways to Moses, His deeds to the people of Israel: 
8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love. 
9 He will not always accuse, nor will He harbor His anger forever; 
10 He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 
11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is His love for those who fear Him; 
12 as far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us. 
13 As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear Him; 
14 for He knows how we are formed, He remembers that we are dust. 
15 The life of mortals is like grass, they flourish like a flower of the field; 
16 the wind blows over it and it is gone, and its place remembers it no more. 
17 But from everlasting to everlasting the LORD’s love is with those who fear Him, and His righteousness 

with their children’s children— 
18 with those who keep His covenant and remember to obey His precepts. 
19 The LORD has established His throne in heaven, and His kingdom rules over all. 
20 Praise the LORD, you His angels, you mighty ones who do His bidding, who obey His word. 
21 Praise the LORD, all His heavenly hosts, you His servants who do His will. 
22 Praise the LORD, all His works everywhere in His dominion. Praise the LORD, my soul. 

 

1. How has David benefitted from God’s favour (verses 1-5)? 

 

 

 

2. Think about a couple of your sins that bring you shame. Confess them to the LORD and let Him 

minister to you through verses 6-14. 

 

 

 

 

3. When have you experienced God’s grace first hand? How have you benefited from it? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Think about a person who has offended you. Pray that the LORD would help you to show them the 

grace that the LORD showed you. Follow God’s leading to do that. 
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Friday June 26  Loving God  Psalm 119:1-16 

 
1 Blessed are those whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the LORD. 
2 Blessed are those who keep His statutes and seek Him with all their heart— 
3 they do no wrong but follow His ways. 
4 You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed. 
5 Oh, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees! 
6 Then I would not be put to shame when I consider all Your commands. 
7 I will praise You with an upright heart as I learn Your righteous laws. 
8 I will obey Your decrees; do not utterly forsake me. 
9 How can a young person stay on the path of purity? By living according to Your word. 
10 I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 
11 I have hidden Your word in my heart that I might not sin against You. 
12 Praise be to You, LORD; teach me Your decrees. 
13 With my lips I recount  all the laws that come from Your mouth. 
14 I rejoice in following Your statutes as one rejoices in great riches. 
15 I meditate on Your precepts and consider Your ways. 
16 I delight in Your decrees; I will not neglect Your word. 

 

 

1. What is the positive intention of God’s law?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What promise is implied in seeking the LORD wholeheartedly? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How does this passage describe what it means to be loved by God and to love God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Talk with the LORD about what He is saying through this passage about His love for you and your 

love for Him. 
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Saturday June 27  Loving God  Psalm 119:17-32 

 
17 Be good to Your servant while I live, that I may obey Your word. 
18 Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in Your law. 
19 I am a stranger on earth; do not hide Your commands from me. 
20 My soul is consumed with longing for your laws at all times. 
21 You rebuke the arrogant, who are accursed, those who stray from Your commands. 
22 Remove from me their scorn and contempt, for I keep Your statutes. 
23 Though rulers sit together and slander me, Your servant will meditate on Your decrees. 
24 Your statutes are my delight; they are my counselors. 
25 I am laid low in the dust; preserve my life according to Your word. 
26 I gave an account of my ways and You answered me; teach me Your decrees. 
27 Cause me to understand the way of Your precepts, that I may meditate on Your wonderful deeds. 
28 My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen me according to Your word. 
29 Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me and teach me Your law. 
30 I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I have set my heart on Your laws. 
31 I hold fast to Your statutes, LORD; do not let me be put to shame. 
32 I run in the path of Your commands, for You have broadened my understanding. 

 

1. How does the LORD want you to respond to His Word with your mind, with your emotions, and with 

your will (verses 17-24)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Talk with the LORD about how you respond to God’s Word with your mind, with your emotions, and 

with your will. Tell Him how you will improve at this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The Psalmist says that God’s law can strengthen us and set our heart free (verses 28-32). How has 

God used His word to do that for you. Thank the LORD for that. 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

75 

 

Sunday June 28  Loving God  Psalm 119:33-48 

 
33 Teach me, LORD, the way of Your decrees, that I may follow it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, so that I may keep Your law and obey it with all my heart. 
35 Direct me in the path of Your commands, for there I find delight. 
36 Turn my heart toward Your statutes and not toward selfish gain. 
37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life according to Your word. 
38 Fulfill your promise to Your servant, so that You may be feared. 
39 Take away the disgrace I dread,  for Your laws are good. 
40 How I long for Your precepts! In Your righteousness preserve my life. 
41 May Your unfailing love come to me, LORD, Your salvation, according to Your promise; 
42 then I can answer anyone who taunts me, for I trust in Your word. 
43 Never take Your word of truth from my mouth, for I have put my hope in Your laws. 
44 I will always obey Your law, for ever and ever. 
45 I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out Your precepts. 
46 I will speak of your statutes before kings and will not be put to shame, 
47 for I delight in Your commands  because I love them.  
48 I reach out for Your commands, which I love, that I may meditate on Your decrees. 

 

 

1. How does the Psalmist experience God’s love? How do those actions enable a person to experience 

God’s love? 

 

 

 

2. Thank God for ways that you have experienced God’s love by doing these things in your life. 

 

 

 

3. How does the Psalmist show his love for God? How do those actions express love for God? 

 

 

 

4. Commit to the LORD to grow in these ways of loving God that you learned from this passage. 

 


