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Daily Devotions 
January 5 – March 1, 2020 

 

Spend about 20 minutes each day with God in your personal daily devotion. After you’ve read the 

passage, scan the questions quickly to see which questions interest you the most. Don’t worry about doing 

all the questions. The important thing is to do the questions that help you in your walk with God and to 

take the time to truly encounter God.  Try to do the last question for each day that applies the truth to your 

life. For each day: 

 

Pray that God will speak to you. 

 

 

 

Learn what God is saying to you. 

 

 

 

Apply in love what God wants you to do. 
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Monday January 6  Genesis 1  Let God Write Your Story 

 

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
2 

Now the earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
3 

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 
4 
God saw that the light was good, and he 

separated the light from the darkness. 
5 

God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” 

And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 
6 

And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 
7 

So God made 

the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. 
8 

God called the 

vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 
9 

And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it 

was so. 
10 

God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw 

that it was good. 
11 

Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear 

fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 
12 

The land produced vegetation: 

plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their 

kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
13 

And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 
14 

And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 

them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 
15 

and let them be lights in the vault of the 

sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 
16 

God made two great lights—the greater light to govern 

the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 
17 

God set them in the vault of the 

sky to give light on the earth, 
18 

to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. 
19 

And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 
20 

And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 

vault of the sky.” 
21 

So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the 

water teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 
22 

God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number 

and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 
23 

And there was evening, and there 

was morning—the fifth day. 
24 

And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to their kinds: the livestock, the 

creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” And it was so. 
25 

God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the 

creatures that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 
26 

Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish 

in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures 

that move along the ground.” 
27 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he 

created them. 
28 

God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth 

and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that 

moves on the ground.” 
29 

Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that 

has fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 
30 

And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds 

in the sky and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I 

give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 
31 

God saw all that He had made, and it was very good. 

And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 
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1. What does this passage say to evolutionists who say that the world came into existence by simple life 

forms that progressively changed by random mutations until they developed into humans? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does it mean to be created in God’s image (Genesis 1:26-28)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Talk with the Lord about how it makes you feel to be made in God’s image. Tell God how that affects 

how you want to live your life, relate with God, and relate with other people. You could write that 

prayer here. 
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Tuesday January 7  Genesis 2  Let God Write Your Story 

 

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 
2 

By the seventh day God had finished the work He had been doing; so on the seventh day He rested from 

all His work. 
3 
Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested from all the 

work of creating that He had done. 
4 

This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the LORD God made the 

earth and the heavens. 
5 

Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the LORD God had not 

sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 
6 

but streams came up from the earth and 

watered the whole surface of the ground. 
7 

Then the LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground 

and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 
8 

Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there He put the man He had formed. 
9 

The LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good 

for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
10 

A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four headwaters. 
11 

The 

name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is gold. 
12 

(The 

gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx are also there.) 
13 

The name of the second river is the 

Gihon; it winds through the entire land of Cush. 
14 

The name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along 

the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is the Euphrates. 
15 

The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. 
16 

And the 

LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 
17 

but you must not eat 

from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.” 
18 

The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 
19 

Now the LORD God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He 

brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living 

creature, that was its name. 
20 

So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the 

wild animals. 

But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 
21 

So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; 

and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. 
22 

Then 

the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 
23 

The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called woman,’ 

    for she was taken out of man.” 
24 

That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 
25 

Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

 

 

In verse 9 we read, “In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good 

and evil.” Some Bible scholars believe that the two trees symbolize two ways of living. The tree of life 

symbolizes enjoying eternal life with God by receiving His quality of life in a close relationship with 

God. The tree of knowledge of good and evil symbolizes living as your own god and deciding what is 

good and evil for you. God is giving people the freedom to choose in life. 

 

 

 

1. What are some positive reasons that God gives people the freedom to choose? 
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2. What negative consequences have you experienced with your choices? How were you and other 

people affected by these choices? Ask God to forgive you and help you learn from these poor choices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Talk with God about how God wants you to use your freedom of choice in the future and what you 

will do with your freedom to choose with His help. You could write that prayer here. 
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Wednesday January 8 Genesis 3  Let God Write Your Story 

 

3 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2 

The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
3 

but God did say, ‘You must 

not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 
4 

“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 
5 

“For God knows that when you eat from it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6 

When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 

her, and he ate it. 
7 

Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they 

sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 
8 

Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as He was walking in the garden in the cool 

of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
9 

But the LORD God called to 

the man, “Where are you?” 
10 

He answered, “I heard You in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 
11 

And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you 

not to eat from?” 
12 

The man said, “The woman You put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 
13 

Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 
14 

So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock 

and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15 

And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; He will crush 

your head, and you will strike His heel.” 
16 

To the woman He said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; with painful labor you will 

give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 
17 

To Adam He said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 

commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil 

you will eat food from it all the days of your life. 
18 

It will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will 

eat the plants of the field. 
19 

By the sweat of your brow you will eat your food until you return to the 

ground, since from it you were taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 
20 

Adam named his wife Eve, because she would become the mother of all the living. 
21 

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them. 
22 

And the LORD God 

said, “The man has now become like one of Us, knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach 

out his hand and take also from the tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 
23 

So the LORD God banished 

him from the Garden of Eden to work the ground from which he had been taken. 
24 

After he drove the man 

out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and 

forth to guard the way to the tree of life. 

 

 

The serpent is identified as Satan or the devil in Revelation 12:9 and 20:2. Satan was an angel who was 

created by God to worship and serve God. But Satan wanted to be god and live as his own boss for his 

own glory. God threw the devil and other rebellious angels called demons out of heaven. Satan is trying to 

tempt everyone away from God to serve himself. 
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1. How does Satan tempt Eve (verses 1-7)? What does he try to get her to do? What tactics does he use? 

What human needs does he appeal to? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does the devil tempt you? How successful is the devil in tempting you? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How do Adam and Eve respond when God confronts them about their sin (verses 8-13)? How do you 

respond when God confronts you about your sin? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Pray about a temptation that you often give into. Ask the Lord to help you understand why you give 

into it. Thank Jesus for paying the price to cover that sin by His work on the cross and His work in 

your life by His Holy Spirit. You could write that prayer here. 
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Thursday January 9  Genesis 4:1-16  Let God Write Your Story 

 

4 Adam made love to his wife Eve, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Cain. She said, “With the 

help of the LORD I have brought forth a man.” 
2 

Later she gave birth to his brother Abel. 

Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil. 
3 
In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of 

the soil as an offering to the LORD. 
4 

And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from some of the 

firstborn of his flock. The LORD looked with favor on Abel and his offering, 
5 

but on Cain and his offering 

He did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast. 
6 

Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 
7 

If you do what is right, 

will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to 

have you, but you must rule over it.” 
8 

Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.” While they were in the field, Cain 

attacked his brother Abel and killed him.  
9 

Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” 

“I don’t know,” he replied. “Am I my brother’s keeper?” 
10 

The LORD said, “What have you done? Listen! Your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground. 
11 

Now you are under a curse and driven from the ground, which opened its mouth to receive your 

brother’s blood from your hand. 
12 

When you work the ground, it will no longer yield its crops for you. 

You will be a restless wanderer on the earth.” 
13 

Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is more than I can bear. 
14 

Today You are driving me from the 

land, and I will be hidden from Your presence; I will be a restless wanderer on the earth, and whoever 

finds me will kill me.” 
15 

But the LORD said to him, “Not so; anyone who kills Cain will suffer vengeance seven times over.” 

Then the LORD put a mark on Cain so that no one who found him would kill him. 
16 

So Cain went out from 

the LORD’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden. 

 

The Bible does not say why God rejected Cain’s sacrifice. Perhaps, Cain’s attitude was improper or the 

offering was not up to God’s standards. Proverbs 21:27 says, “The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable – 

how much more so when brought with an evil intent!” God evaluates both our motives and the quality of 

what we offer Him. Abel gave God fat portions from some of the firstborn of his flock and the LORD 

looked with favour on both Abel and his offering (verse 4). Perhaps Abel realized God’s costly sacrifice 

of an animal to forgive his parents’ sin and to cover his parents’ shame with animal skin. 

 

 

1. When you think about what you are giving God of your time, money, possessions, and talents, are you 

giving to God your best? Why? 

 

 

 

 

2. With what motives are you giving to God? Are you giving to God joyfully? Why? 

 

 

 

 

3. Pray to the LORD expressing your desire and plan to improve at how you will give to God your time, 

talents, and treasure.   
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Friday January 10  Genesis 6 Let God Write Your Story 

 

6 When human beings began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, 
2 

the 

sons of God saw that the daughters of humans were beautiful, and they married any of them they chose. 
3 

Then the LORD said, “My Spirit will not contend with humans forever, for they are mortal; their days 

will be a hundred and twenty years.” 
4 

The Nephilim were on the earth in those days—and also afterward—when the sons of God went to the 

daughters of humans and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown. 
5 

The LORD saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every 

inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time. 
6 

The LORD regretted that He had 

made human beings on the earth, and His heart was deeply troubled. 
7 

So the LORD said, “I will wipe 

from the face of the earth the human race I have created—and with them the animals, the birds and the 

creatures that move along the ground—for I regret that I have made them.” 
8 

But Noah found favor in the 

eyes of the LORD. 
9 

This is the account of Noah and his family. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of 

his time, and he walked faithfully with God.
 
Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

11 
Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 

12 
God saw how corrupt the earth 

had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways. 
13 

So God said to Noah, “I am going to 

put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy 

both them and the earth. 
14 

So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in it and coat it with 

pitch inside and out. 
15 

This is how you are to build it: The ark is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty 

cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 
16 

Make a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit
]
 high 

all around.  Put a door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 
17 

I am going to 

bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every creature that has the breath of 

life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 
18 

But I will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter 

the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 
19 

You are to bring into the ark 

two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 
20 

Two of every kind of bird, of 

every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that moves along the ground will come to you to be 

kept alive. 
21 

You are to take every kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and 

for them.” 
22 

Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

 

1. Consider Genesis 6:5-13. How were the people on the earth living? How was God affected by the way 

that the people lived? How did God deal with the people? Why? 

 

 

 

 

2. When it says, “Noah found favour in the eyes of God” (verse 8), do you think it means that Noah 

earned God’s favour or God gave Noah His favour? Why? 

 

 

 

3. How is God affected by your sin? Talk with the LORD about how you feel when you realize how 

your sin affects God. 
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Saturday January 11 Genesis 8  Let God Write Your Story 

 

8 But God remembered Noah and all the wild animals and the livestock that were with him in the ark, and He 

sent a wind over the earth, and the waters receded. 
2 

Now the springs of the deep and the floodgates of the 

heavens had been closed, and the rain had stopped falling from the sky. 
3 

The water receded steadily from the 

earth. At the end of the hundred and fifty days the water had gone down, 
4 

and on the seventeenth day of the 

seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 
5 
The waters continued to recede until the 

tenth month, and on the first day of the tenth month the tops of the mountains became visible. 
6 

After forty days Noah opened a window he had made in the ark 
7 

and sent out a raven, and it kept flying 

back and forth until the water had dried up from the earth. 
8 

Then he sent out a dove to see if the water 

had receded from the surface of the ground. 
9 

But the dove could find nowhere to perch because there was 

water over all the surface of the earth; so it returned to Noah in the ark. He reached out his hand and 

took the dove and brought it back to himself in the ark. 
10 

He waited seven more days and again sent out 

the dove from the ark. 
11 

When the dove returned to him in the evening, there in its beak was a freshly 

plucked olive leaf! Then Noah knew that the water had receded from the earth. 
12 

He waited seven more 

days and sent the dove out again, but this time it did not return to him. 
13 

By the first day of the first month of Noah’s six hundred and first year, the water had dried up from the 

earth. Noah then removed the covering from the ark and saw that the surface of the ground was dry. 
14 

By 

the twenty-seventh day of the second month the earth was completely dry. 
15 

Then God said to Noah, 
16 

“Come out of the ark, you and your wife and your sons and their wives. 
17 

Bring 

out every kind of living creature that is with you—the birds, the animals, and all the creatures that move 

along the ground—so they can multiply on the earth and be fruitful and increase in number on it.” 
18 

So Noah came out, together with his sons and his wife and his sons’ wives. 
19 

All the animals and all the 

creatures that move along the ground and all the birds—everything that moves on land—came out of the 

ark, one kind after another. 
20 

Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and, taking some of all the clean animals and clean birds, he 

sacrificed burnt offerings on it. 
21 

The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: “Never 

again will I curse the ground because of humans, even though every inclination of the human heart is evil 

from childhood. And never again will I destroy all living creatures, as I have done. 
22 

“As long as the earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night 

will never cease.” 

 

1. From the time that God first called Noah to build the ark until the time the flood water receded and 

Noah stepped on dry ground, what steps did Noah need to take to be rescued by God? What might he 

have felt through all this? 

 

 

 

 

2. Why do you think that God has decided not to destroy the human race again by a worldwide flood, even 

though mankind is still evil (verses 20-22)? To what future and final solutions does God’s mercy point? 

 

 

 

3. What is something difficult that God is asking you to do? What obstacles stand in your way? Talk 

with God about this and thank God for the encouragement that Noah’s story gives you. 
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Sunday January 12  Genesis 9 Let God Write Your Story 

 

9 Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 

earth. 
2 

The fear and dread of you will fall on all the beasts of the earth, and on all the birds in the sky, on 

every creature that moves along the ground, and on all the fish in the sea; they are given into your hands. 
3 

Everything that lives and moves about will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now 

give you everything. 
4 

“But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it. 
5 
And for your lifeblood I will surely demand 

an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each human being, too, I will 

demand an accounting for the life of another human being.  
6 

“Whoever sheds human blood, by humans 

shall their blood be shed; for in the image of God has God made mankind. 
7 

As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; multiply on the earth and increase upon it.” 
8 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 
9 

“I now establish my covenant with you and with your 

descendants after you 
10 

and with every living creature that was with you—the birds, the livestock and all 

the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with you—every living creature on earth. 
11 

I establish 

my covenant with you: Never again will all life be destroyed by the waters of a flood; never again will 

there be a flood to destroy the earth.” 
12 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you and every living 

creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 
13 

I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it 

will be the sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
14 

Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and 

the rainbow appears in the clouds, 
15 

I will remember my covenant between Me and you and all living 

creatures of every kind. Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 
16 

Whenever the 

rainbow appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and all 

living creatures of every kind on the earth.” 
17 

God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the covenant I have established between Me and all life on the earth.” 

 

 

1. In Genesis 9:8-17, God made a covenant with Noah and his descendants (ie. all people). A covenant is 

a binding promise. What does God promise in this covenant? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Throughout the Bible, God progressively expands His covenant until it becomes the New Covenant in 

Jesus Christ. What do you know about God’s New Covenant promise to us in Jesus Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Pray to thank God for how His covenant encourages you about God and His care for your life. 
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Monday January 13  Genesis 12:1-9   God Builds A Nation 

 

12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the 

land I will show you. 
2 

“I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a 

blessing. 
3 

I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth 

    will be blessed through you.” 
4 

So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old 

when he set out from Harran. 
5 

He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had 

accumulated and the people they had acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and 

they arrived there. 
6 

Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at 

Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 
7 

The LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your 

offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 
8 

From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and 

Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD and called on the name of the LORD. 
9 

Then Abram set out and continued toward the Negev. 

 

In Genesis 12:1-5, God makes promises to Abram. Later, God changes Abram’s name to Abraham. 

 

1. What are the promises that God makes to Abram? What is their significance to Abram? What is their 

significance to you today? 

 

 

 

2. According to Galatians 3:8-14, how does Abram’s blessing apply to us? How is it fulfilled in Christ? 

 
8 

Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance 

to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” 
9 

So those who rely on faith are blessed along 

with Abraham, the man of faith. 
10 

For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 
11 

Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by 

faith.” 
12 

The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things 

will live by them.” 
13 

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 

written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 
14 

He redeemed us in order that the blessing 

given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive 

the promise of the Spirit. 

  

3. God blessed Abram so that he could be a blessing to other people. Take time to thank God for the 

blessing that He gives you in Jesus Christ. Ask God to show you how He wants you to be a blessing to 

other people. Ask God to help you bless others as He has blessed you. You can write your prayer here. 
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Tuesday January 14  Genesis 15:1-21   God Builds A Nation 

 

15 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 

“Do not be afraid, Abram.  I am your shield, your very great reward.” 
2 

But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will 

inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
3 

And Abram said, “You have given me no children; so a 

servant in my household will be my heir.” 
4 

Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who is your own 

flesh and blood will be your heir.” 
5 

He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count the 

stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then He said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
6 

Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 
7 

He also said to him, “I am the LORD, who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land 

to take possession of it.” 
8 

But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, how can I know that I will gain possession of it?” 
9 

So the LORD said to him, “Bring me a heifer, a goat and a ram, each three years old, along with a dove 

and a young pigeon.” 
10 

Abram brought all these to Him, cut them in two and arranged the halves opposite each other; the birds, 

however, he did not cut in half. 
11 

Then birds of prey came down on the carcasses, but Abram drove them away. 
12 

As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him. 
13 

Then the LORD said to him, “Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be 

strangers in a country not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. 
14 

But I will 

punish the nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. 
15 

You, 

however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. 
16 

In the fourth generation 

your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” 
17 

When the sun had set and darkness had fallen, a smoking firepot with a blazing torch appeared and passed 

between the pieces. 
18 

On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I 

give this land, from the Wadi of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— 
19 

the land of the Kenites, Kenizzites, 

Kadmonites, 
20 

Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 
21 

Amorites, Canaanites, Girgashites and Jebusites.” 

 

1. What promises did God make to Abram? What did Abram need to do in order to benefit from this 

covenant (verse 6)?  

 

 

 

2. What does it mean for a Christian to genuinely “believe the LORD”? How does that “believing” lead 

to righteousness? 

 

 

3. Ancient covenants were sealed with a promise that the party that broke the covenant deserved to die. 

When a smoking fire pot with a blazing torch passed between the cut-up pieces of the dead animals 

(verses 9, 10, 17), it symbolized that God was prepared to take the punishment if the people could not 

keep the covenant. What was this symbolic act pointing to in the future? Thank the LORD for this. 

 

 

4. How does your life demonstrate that you truly believe in the LORD? Talk with God about where your 

faith needs to grow. Ask God to help you to deepen your faith. 
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Wednesday January 15 Genesis 17:1-27   God Builds A Nation 

 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, “I am God Almighty; 

walk before Me faithfully and be blameless. 
2 

Then I will make My covenant between Me and you and will 

greatly increase your numbers.” 
3 

Abram fell facedown, and God said to him, 
4 
“As for Me, this is My covenant with you: You will be the 

father of many nations. 
5 
No longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have 

made you a father of many nations. 
6 

I will make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings 

will come from you. 
7 

I will establish My covenant as an everlasting covenant between Me and you and 

your descendants after you for the generations to come, to be your God and the God of your descendants 

after you. 
8 

The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will give as an everlasting 

possession to you and your descendants after you; and I will be their God.” 
9 

Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep My covenant, you and your descendants after 

you for the generations to come. 
10 

This is My covenant with you and your descendants after you, the 

covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be circumcised. 
11 

You are to undergo 

circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. 
12 

For the generations to come 

every male among you who is eight days old must be circumcised, including those born in your household 

or bought with money from a foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 
13 

Whether born in your 

household or bought with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an 

everlasting covenant. 
14 

Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut 

off from his people; he has broken My covenant.” 
15 

God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will 

be Sarah. 
16 

I will bless her and will surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the 

mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” 
17 

Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a son be born to a man a hundred years 

old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 
18 

And Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might 

live under your blessing!” 
19 

Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will 

establish My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 
20 

And as for 

Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his 

numbers. He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great nation. 
21 

But My 

covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this time next year.” 
22 

When He had 

finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him. 
23 

On that very day Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his 

money, every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. 
24 

Abraham was ninety-nine 

years old when he was circumcised, 
25 

and his son Ishmael was thirteen; 
26 

Abraham and his son Ishmael 

were both circumcised on that very day. 
27 

And every male in Abraham’s household, including those born 

in his household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised with him. 
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1. In verses 1-16, God expanded on His covenant with Abram. What did God promise to do for Abram 

and Sarai? What did Abram need to do in order to receive the covenant blessings? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Abram’s blessings far exceeded what God asked him to do. How do Christ’s blessings to you in your 

covenant relationship with Him far exceed what He asks you to do? Praise Jesus Christ for that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Outer circumcision is a sign of the inner circumcision of one’s heart. Circumcision means “cutting 

off” the old self-centred life of sin, purifying one’s heart, and dedicating oneself to obey God. Ask 

God to show you how well you are doing at circumcising your heart. Tell God how you want to 

improve at this. Ask God to help you circumcise your heart more consistently with the help of His 

Holy Spirit. You can write your prayer here. 
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Thursday January 16 Genesis 21:1-7; Genesis 22:1-19   God Builds A Nation 

 

Genesis 21:1-7 

21 Now the LORD was gracious to Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah what He had 

promised. 
2 

Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the very time God had 

promised him. 
3 

Abraham gave the name Isaac to the son Sarah bore him. 
4 

When his son Isaac was eight 

days old, Abraham circumcised him, as God commanded him. 
5 

Abraham was a hundred years old when 

his son Isaac was born to him. 
6 

Sarah said, “God has brought me laughter, and everyone who hears about this will laugh with me.” 
7 

And she added, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne 

him a son in his old age.” 

 

Genesis 22:1-19 

22 Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
2 

Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. 

Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
3 

Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his donkey. He took with him two of his servants and 

his son Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt offering, he set out for the place God had told 

him about. 
4 

On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place in the distance. 
5 

He said to his 

servants, “Stay here with the donkey while I and the boy go over there. We will worship and then we will 

come back to you.” 
6 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the 

fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 
7 

Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, 

“Father?” 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. 

“The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, “but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” 
8 

Abraham answered, “God Himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” And the two of 

them went on together. 
9 

When they reached the place God had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the 

wood on it. He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
10 

Then he reached out 

his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
11 

But the angel of the LORD called out to him from heaven, 

“Abraham! Abraham!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
12 

“Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear God, 

because you have not withheld from Me your son, your only son.” 
13 

Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and took the 

ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
14 

So Abraham called that place The LORD 

Will Provide. And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the LORD it will be provided.” 
15 

The angel of the LORD called to Abraham from heaven a second time 
16 

and said, “I swear by myself, 

declares the LORD, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 
17 

I 

will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the sand on 

the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, 
18 

and through your 

offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed Me.” 
19 

Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off together for Beersheba. And Abraham stayed in 

Beersheba. 
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In Genesis 22, after waiting 25 years for a son, Abraham is asked by God to sacrifice his only son, Isaac, 

whom he loves. 

 

 

1. How would you expect Abraham to react to God’s request to sacrifice Isaac? Why do you suppose 

that Abraham doesn’t object? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. God was testing Abraham. What did this test show about Abraham? What did Abraham learn about 

himself and God? How had Abraham grown in his life? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where is God testing you now? Talk with God about how well you are doing in that test.  Thank God 

for what you are learning from the test. Commit to the Lord to put into practice what He is teaching 

you in the test. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Notice the parallel between the sacrifice of Isaac and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. 

Considering what Abraham went through, thank God, the Father, for what it meant for Him to 

sacrifice His Son for you.  
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Friday January 17  Romans 4:1-24    God Builds A Nation 

 

4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this matter? 
2 

If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not before God. 
3 

What 

does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
4 

Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. 
5 

However, to the one 

who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 
6 

David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom God credits 

righteousness apart from works:
7 

“Blessed are those whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are 

covered. 
8 

Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord will never count against them.” 
9 

Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that 

Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. 
10 

Under what circumstances was it credited? Was 

it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! 
11 

And he received circumcision as a 

sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised. So then, he is the 

father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order that righteousness might be credited to 

them. 
12 

And he is then also the father of the circumcised who not only are circumcised but who also 

follow in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 
13 

It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be heir of 

the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. 
14 

For if those who depend on the law are 

heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, 
15 

because the law brings wrath. And where there 

is no law there is no transgression. 
16 

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all 

Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of 

Abraham. He is the father of us all. 
17 

As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is 

our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls into 

being things that were not. 
18 

Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had 

been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 
19 

Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that his 

body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was also 

dead. 
20 

Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his 

faith and gave glory to God, 
21 

being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 
22 

This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” 
23 

The words “it was credited to him” were 

written not for him alone, 
24 

but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in 

Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 
25 

He was delivered over to death for our sins and was 

raised to life for our justification. 

 

1. What really made Abraham righteous (verses 1-8)? 

 

 

2. In what way is Abraham a spiritual father to us (verses 9-17)? How would you sum up the Gospel 

from verses 23-25?  

 

 

3. As you think about Abraham’s faith in verses 18-22, tell God how you want to grow in your faith. 
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Saturday January 18 Genesis 32:1-32   God Builds A Nation 

 

Jacob and Esau were twins. Although Esau was born first, God predicted that the older son Esau would 

serve the younger son Jacob (Genesis 25:23). God blessed Jacob and promised Jacob that God would 

bless the world through Jacob’s descendant, the Messiah (Genesis 35:9-15). Jacob deceived both his 

brother Esau and father Isaac to steal Esau’s birthright. In Genesis 32, Jacob returns to see his brother 

Esau and fears that Esau will take revenge. 

 

32 Jacob also went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 
2 

When Jacob saw them, he said, “This is 

the camp of God!” So he named that place Mahanaim, 
3 

Jacob sent messengers ahead of him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 
4 

He 

instructed them: “This is what you are to say to my lord Esau: ‘Your servant Jacob says, I have been 

staying with Laban and have remained there till now. 
5 

I have cattle and donkeys, sheep and goats, male 

and female servants. Now I am sending this message to my lord, that I may find favor in your eyes.’” 
6 

When the messengers returned to Jacob, they said, “We went to your brother Esau, and now he is 

coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.” 
7 

In great fear and distress Jacob divided the people who were with him into two groups, and the flocks 

and herds and camels as well. 
8 

He thought, “If Esau comes and attacks one group, the group that is left 

may escape.” 
9 

Then Jacob prayed, “O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, LORD, You who said to me, 

‘Go back to your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ 
10 

I am unworthy of all the 

kindness and faithfulness you have shown Your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this Jordan, 

but now I have become two camps. 
11 

Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, for I am afraid 

he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 
12 

But You have said, ‘I will surely 

make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the sea, which cannot be counted.’” 
13 

He spent the night there, and from what he had with him he selected a gift for his brother Esau: 
14 

two 

hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams, 
15 

thirty female camels 

with their young, forty cows and ten bulls, and twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 
16 

He put 

them in the care of his servants, each herd by itself, and said to his servants, “Go ahead of me, and keep 

some space between the herds.” 
17 

He instructed the one in the lead: “When my brother Esau meets you and asks, ‘Who do you belong to, 

and where are you going, and who owns all these animals in front of you?’ 
18 

then you are to say, ‘They 

belong to your servant Jacob. They are a gift sent to my lord Esau, and he is coming behind us.’” 
19 

He also instructed the second, the third and all the others who followed the herds: “You are to say the 

same thing to Esau when you meet him. 
20 

And be sure to say, ‘Your servant Jacob is coming behind us.’” 

For he thought, “I will pacify him with these gifts I am sending on ahead; later, when I see him, perhaps 

he will receive me.” 
21 

So Jacob’s gifts went on ahead of him, but he himself spent the night in the camp. 
22 

That night Jacob got up and took his two wives, his two female servants and his eleven sons and 

crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 
23 

After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his 

possessions. 
24 

So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 
25 

When the man saw 

that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was wrenched as he 

wrestled with the man. 
26 

Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” 

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 
27 

The man asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Jacob,” he answered. 
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28 
Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with 

God and with humans and have overcome.” 
29 

Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.” 

But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there. 
30 

So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to face, and yet my life was spared.” 
31 

The sun rose above him as he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip. 
32 

Therefore to this 

day the Israelites do not eat the tendon attached to the socket of the hip, because the socket of Jacob’s hip 

was touched near the tendon. 

 

 

1. Jacob wrestled with a man (verses 22-32). Jacob identified this man as God. The LORD changed 

Jacob’s name from Jacob, meaning deceiver, to Israel, meaning the one who struggles with God and 

overcomes. What do you think that it means to struggle with God? (To fight to get your requests? To 

persevere in hanging onto God until He blesses and helps you? To struggle with God about difficult 

decisions in order to know what to do? Other _______________________?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. All his life, Jacob deceived and schemed to get his own way. Even before he met Esau, he schemed 

how he would win his brother’s favour (verses 7-21). As you consider Jacob’s prayer (verses 9-12) and 

his wrestling with God, what changes do you see in Jacob compared to the old deceiver and schemer? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. If you were to wrestle with God, what would be the issue? Bring this in a prayer to God that applies 

some of the aspects of Jacob’s prayer and his perseverance in seeking God’s blessing. You could write 

that prayer here. 
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Sunday January 19  Genesis 33:1-20   God Builds A Nation 
 

33 Jacob looked up and there was Esau, coming with his four hundred men; so he divided the children 

among Leah, Rachel and the two female servants. 
2 

He put the female servants and their children in front, 

Leah and her children next, and Rachel and Joseph in the rear. 
3 

He himself went on ahead and bowed 

down to the ground seven times as he approached his brother. 
4 

But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And 

they wept. 
5 

Then Esau looked up and saw the women and children. “Who are these with you?” he asked. 

Jacob answered, “They are the children God has graciously given your servant.” 
6 

Then the female servants and their children approached and bowed down. 
7 

Next, Leah and her children 

came and bowed down. Last of all came Joseph and Rachel, and they too bowed down. 
8 

Esau asked, “What’s the meaning of all these flocks and herds I met?” 

“To find favor in your eyes, my lord,” he said. 
9 

But Esau said, “I already have plenty, my brother. Keep what you have for yourself.” 
10 

“No, please!” said Jacob. “If I have found favor in your eyes, accept this gift from me. For to see your 

face is like seeing the face of God, now that you have received me favorably. 
11 

Please accept the present 

that was brought to you, for God has been gracious to me and I have all I need.” And because Jacob 

insisted, Esau accepted it. 
12 

Then Esau said, “Let us be on our way; I’ll accompany you.” 
13 

But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the children are tender and that I must care for the ewes 

and cows that are nursing their young. If they are driven hard just one day, all the animals will die. 
14 

So 

let my lord go on ahead of his servant, while I move along slowly at the pace of the flocks and herds 

before me and the pace of the children, until I come to my lord in Seir.” 
15 

Esau said, “Then let me leave some of my men with you.” 

“But why do that?” Jacob asked. “Just let me find favor in the eyes of my lord.” 
16 

So that day Esau started on his way back to Seir. 
17 

Jacob, however, went to Sukkoth, where he built a 

place for himself and made shelters for his livestock. That is why the place is called Sukkoth. 
18 

After Jacob 

came from Paddan Aram, he arrived safely at the city of Shechem in Canaan and camped within sight of 

the city. 
19 

For a hundred pieces of silver, he bought from the sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem, the 

plot of ground where he pitched his tent. 
20 

There he set up an altar and called it El Elohe Israel. 

 

1. Do you think that Esau has forgiven Jacob for his earlier deception? Do you think that Jacob feels 

forgiven? Why or why not? 

 

 

 

2. How has their relationship changed? How has it remained the same? Is that good or bad? Why? 

 

 

 

3. Is there a person in your life that the Lord is asking you to apologize to or to forgive? Pray that the 

Lord would help to feel His compassion for that person and that He would empower you to apologize 

or forgive them. You could write that prayer here. 
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Monday January 20  Genesis 37   Bringing Good Out Of Bad  

 

37 Jacob lived in the land where his father had stayed, the land of Canaan. 
2 

This is the account of 

Jacob’s family line. Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was tending the flocks with his brothers, the sons 

of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives, and he brought their father a bad report about them. 
3 

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old 

age; and he made an ornate robe for him. 
4 

When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than 

any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him. 
5 

Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him all the more. 
6 

He said to them, 

“Listen to this dream I had: 
7 

We were binding sheaves of grain out in the field when suddenly my sheaf 

rose and stood upright, while your sheaves gathered around mine and bowed down to it.” 
8 

His brothers said to him, “Do you intend to reign over us? Will you actually rule us?” And they hated 

him all the more because of his dream and what he had said. 
9 

Then he had another dream, and he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, “I had another dream, and 

this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.” 
10 

When he told his father as well as his brothers, his father rebuked him and said, “What is this dream 

you had? Will your mother and I and your brothers actually come and bow down to the ground before 

you?” 
11 

His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the matter in mind. 
12 

Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, 
13 

and Israel said to Joseph, “As 

you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, I am going to send you to them.” 

“Very well,” he replied. 
14 

So he said to him, “Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back 

to me.” Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. 
17

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. 
18 

But they saw him in the distance, and 

before he reached them, they plotted to kill him. 
19 

“Here comes that dreamer!” they said to each other. 
20 

“Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one 

of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal devoured him. Then we’ll see what comes of his dreams.” 
21 

When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands. “Let’s not take his life,” he said. 
22 

“Don’t shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the wilderness, but don’t lay a hand on 

him.” Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. 
23 

So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the ornate robe he was wearing— 
24 

and they took him and threw him into the cistern. The cistern was empty; there was no water in it. 
25 

As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. 

Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on their way to take them down to Egypt. 
26 

Judah said to his brothers, “What will we gain if we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 
27 

Come, 

let’s sell him to the Ishmaelites and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh 

and blood.” His brothers agreed. 
28 

So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the cistern and sold him 

for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. 
29 

When Reuben returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. 
30 

He went 

back to his brothers and said, “The boy isn’t there! Where can I turn now?” 
31 

Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. 
32 

They took the ornate 

robe back to their father and said, “We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.” 
33 

He recognized it and said, “It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph has 

surely been torn to pieces.” 
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34 
Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. 

35 
All his sons and 

daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. “No,” he said, “I will continue to mourn 

until I join my son in the grave.” So his father wept for him. 
36 

Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s officials, the captain of 

the guard. 

  

 

1. In what ways are Joseph, Jacob, and Joseph’s brothers all responsible for the brothers’ hatred of 

Joseph (verses 1-11)? What advice would you give them? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How do Joseph’s brothers handle their envy of Joseph (verses 12-36)? What are the consequences to 

Joseph, Jacob, and the brothers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Jealousy can be difficult to recognize because our reasons for it can seem to make sense. Left 

unchecked, jealousy grows quickly, leads to serious sins, and becomes hard to unroot. Ask God to 

show you if you harbor resentment towards anyone. How is it affecting you, your relationship with 

them, and your relationship with God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Pray to God asking for His help with any envy or resentment that you hold. 
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Tuesday January 21  Genesis 39  Bringing Good Out Of Bad 

 

39 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt. Potiphar, an Egyptian who was one of Pharaoh’s officials, 

the captain of the guard, bought him from the Ishmaelites who had taken him there. 
2 

The LORD was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian master. 
3 

When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he 

did, 
4 

Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his 

household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 
5 

From the time he put him in charge of his 

household and of all that he owned, the LORD blessed the household of the Egyptian because of Joseph. 

The blessing of the LORD was on everything Potiphar had, both in the house and in the field. 
6 

So Potiphar 

left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in charge, he did not concern himself with anything 

except the food he ate. 

Now Joseph was well-built and handsome, 
7 

and after a while his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and 

said, “Come to bed with me!” 
8 

But he refused. “With me in charge,” he told her, “my master does not 

concern himself with anything in the house; everything he owns he has entrusted to my care. 
9 

No one is 

greater in this house than I am. My master has withheld nothing from me except you, because you are his 

wife. How then could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” 
10 

And though she spoke to Joseph 

day after day, he refused to go to bed with her or even be with her. 
11 

One day he went into the house to attend to his duties, and none of the household servants was inside. 
12 

She caught him by his cloak and said, “Come to bed with me!” But he left his cloak in her hand and ran 

out of the house. 

 
13 

When she saw that he had left his cloak in her hand and had run out of the house, 
14 

she called her 

household servants. “Look,” she said to them, “this Hebrew has been brought to us to make sport of us! 

He came in here to sleep with me, but I screamed. 
15 

When he heard me scream for help, he left his cloak 

beside me and ran out of the house.” 
16 

She kept his cloak beside her until his master came home. 
17 

Then 

she told him this story: “That Hebrew slave you brought us came to me to make sport of me. 
18 

But as 

soon as I screamed for help, he left his cloak beside me and ran out of the house.” 
19 

When his master heard the story his wife told him, saying, “This is how your slave treated me,” he 

burned with anger. 
20 

Joseph’s master took him and put him in prison, the place where the king’s 

prisoners were confined. 

But while Joseph was there in the prison, 
21 

the LORD was with him; He showed him kindness and granted 

him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. 
22 

So the warden put Joseph in charge of all those held in the 

prison, and he was made responsible for all that was done there. 
23 

The warden paid no attention to 

anything under Joseph’s care, because the LORD was with Joseph and gave him success in whatever he did. 

 

 

1. How does Joseph respond to the seduction attempt by his boss’s wife (verses 8-12)? Why did he 

respond that way? 
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2. Jesus said, 

“You have heard it said, ‘Do not commit adultery.’ But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman 

lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:27). 

 

Jesus warns both men and women that lusting and emotional affairs are adultery in God’s eyes. Ask 

God to show you how you are doing at avoiding lust and emotional affairs. When do you give in? 

Why? Tell the Lord what you learned from Joseph that you would like to apply with God’s help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In both Joseph’s experiences as Potiphar’s servant and in prison, how do you see the Lord with him? 

Thank God for the ways that you see Him with you. 
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Wednesday January 22 Genesis 41-42   Bringing Good Out Of Bad 

 

Genesis 41 
15 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I had a dream, and no one can interpret it. But I have heard it said of you 

that when you hear a dream you can interpret it.” 
16 

“I cannot do it,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh, “but God will give Pharaoh the answer he desires.” 
17 

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream I was standing on the bank of the Nile, 
18 

when out of the 

river there came up seven cows, fat and sleek, and they grazed among the reeds. 
19 

After them, seven other 

cows came up—scrawny and very ugly and lean. I had never seen such ugly cows in all the land of Egypt. 
20 

The lean, ugly cows ate up the seven fat cows that came up first. 
21 

But even after they ate them, no one 

could tell that they had done so; they looked just as ugly as before. Then I woke up. 
22 

“In my dream I saw seven heads of grain, full and good, growing on a single stalk. 
23 

After them, seven 

other heads sprouted—withered and thin and scorched by the east wind. 
24 

The thin heads of grain 

swallowed up the seven good heads. I told this to the magicians, but none of them could explain it to me.” 
25 

Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of Pharaoh are one and the same. God has revealed to Pharaoh 

what he is about to do.. 
29 

Seven years of great abundance are coming throughout the land of Egypt, 
30 

but seven 

years of famine will follow them. Then all the abundance in Egypt will be forgotten, and the famine will ravage 

the land. 
31 

The abundance in the land will not be remembered, because the famine that follows it will be so 

severe. 
32 

The reason the dream was given to Pharaoh in two forms is that the matter has been firmly decided 

by God, and God will do it soon. 
33 

“And now let Pharaoh look for a discerning and wise man and put him in charge of the land of Egypt. 
34 

Let Pharaoh appoint commissioners over the land to take a fifth of the harvest of Egypt during the 

seven years of abundance. 
35 

They should collect all the food of these good years that are coming and 

store up the grain under the authority of Pharaoh, to be kept in the cities for food. 
36 

This food should be 

held in reserve for the country, to be used during the seven years of famine that will come upon Egypt, so 

that the country may not be ruined by the famine.” 
37 

The plan seemed good to Pharaoh and to all his officials. 
38 

So Pharaoh asked them, “Can we find 

anyone like this man, one in whom is the spirit of God?” 
39 

Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has made all this known to you, there is no one so discerning 

and wise as you. 
40 

You shall be in charge of my palace, and all my people are to submit to your orders. 

Only with respect to the throne will I be greater than you.” 
41 

So Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I hereby put you in charge of the whole land of Egypt.”  

 

Genesis 42 

2 When Jacob learned that there was grain in Egypt, he said to his sons, “I have heard that there is grain 

in Egypt. Go down there and buy some for us, so that we may live and not die.” 
6 

Now Joseph was the governor of the land, the person who sold grain to all its people. So when Joseph’s 

brothers arrived, they bowed down to him with their faces to the ground. 
7 
As soon as Joseph saw his 

brothers, he recognized them, but he pretended to be a stranger.. 
9 

Then he remembered his dreams about 

them. 
18 

On the third day, Joseph said to them, “Do this and you will live, for I fear God: 
19 

If you are 

honest men, let one of your brothers stay here in prison, while the rest of you go and take grain back for 

your starving households. 
20 

But you must bring your youngest brother to me, so that your words may be 

verified and that you may not die.” This they proceeded to do. 
21 

They said to one another, “Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how 

distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that’s why this distress has 

come on us.” 
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22 
Reuben replied, “Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy? But you wouldn’t listen! Now we must 

give an accounting for his blood.” 
23 

They did not realize that Joseph could understand them, since he 

was using an interpreter. 
24 

He turned away from them and began to weep, but then came back and spoke to them again. He had 

Simeon taken from them and bound before their eyes. 

 

 

1. How do you see God working in Joseph’s life in Genesis 41?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What is your relationship with God like when you suffer mistreatment? How might God be with you 

and what might He be trying to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. In Genesis 42, Joseph brothers come to get grain from Joseph, although they do not recognize him. 

Joseph says that they must bring his youngest brother to him to prove that they are not spies. What 

indications are there in verses 21 – 24 that the LORD is working in their lives? 
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Thursday January 23 Genesis 43-44   Bringing Good Out Of Bad 

 

In Genesis 43, since the famine was severe, Israel Jacob encouraged his sons to go back to Egypt to get 

more grain. Judah told Jacob that the governor of Egypt warned them that they could not return to Egypt 

for food, unless they brought their youngest brother Benjamin.  Israel feared that if he sent his youngest 

son back, that he would lose him like he lost Joseph.  
8 

Then Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy along with me and we will go at once, so that we and you 

and our children may live and not die. 
9 

I myself will guarantee his safety; you can hold me personally 

responsible for him. If I do not bring him back to you and set him here before you, I will bear the blame 

before you all my life (Genesis 43:8-9).  

Israel sent Benjamin with his other sons back to Egypt to get more grain. 
29 

As Joseph looked about and saw his brother Benjamin, his own mother’s son, he asked, “Is this your 

youngest brother, the one you told me about?” And he said, “God be gracious to you, my son.” 
30 

Deeply 

moved at the sight of his brother, Joseph hurried out and looked for a place to weep. He went into his 

private room and wept there (Genesis 43:29-30). 

 

Genesis 44 

44 Now Joseph gave these instructions to the steward of his house: “Fill the men’s sacks with as much food 

as they can carry, and put each man’s silver in the mouth of his sack. 
2 

Then put my cup, the silver one, in the 

mouth of the youngest one’s sack, along with the silver for his grain.” And he did as Joseph said. 
3 

As morning dawned, the men were sent on their way with their donkeys. 
4 
They had not gone far from the 

city when Joseph said to his steward, “Go after those men at once, and when you catch up with them, say 

to them, ‘Why have you repaid good with evil? 
5 

Isn’t this the cup my master drinks from and also uses for 

divination? This is a wicked thing you have done.’” 
6 

When he caught up with them, he repeated these words to them. 
7 

But they said to him, “Why does my 

lord say such things? Far be it from your servants to do anything like that! 
8 

We even brought back to you 

from the land of Canaan the silver we found inside the mouths of our sacks. So why would we steal silver 

or gold from your master’s house? 
9 

If any of your servants is found to have it, he will die; and the rest of 

us will become my lord’s slaves.” 
10 

“Very well, then,” he said, “let it be as you say. Whoever is found to have it will become my slave; the 

rest of you will be free from blame.” 
11 

Each of them quickly lowered his sack to the ground and opened it. 
12 

Then the steward proceeded to 

search, beginning with the oldest and ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s 

sack. 
13 

At this, they tore their clothes. Then they all loaded their donkeys and returned to the city. 
14 

Joseph was still in the house when Judah and his brothers came in, and they threw themselves to the 

ground before him. 
15 

Joseph said to them, “What is this you have done? Don’t you know that a man like 

me can find things out by divination?” 
16 

“What can we say to my lord?” Judah replied. “What can we say? How can we prove our innocence? 

God has uncovered your servants’ guilt. We are now my lord’s slaves—we ourselves and the one who was 

found to have the cup.” 
17 

But Joseph said, “Far be it from me to do such a thing! Only the man who was found to have the cup 

will become my slave. The rest of you, go back to your father in peace.” 
18 

Then Judah went up to him and said: “Pardon your servant, my lord, let me speak a word to my lord. 

Do not be angry with your servant, though you are equal to Pharaoh himself. 
19 

My lord asked his 

servants, ‘Do you have a father or a brother?’ 
20 

And we answered, ‘We have an aged father, and there is 
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a young son born to him in his old age. His brother is dead, and he is the only one of his mother’s sons 

left, and his father loves him.’ 
21 

“Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me so I can see him for myself.’ 
22 

And we said to 

my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father; if he leaves him, his father will die.’ 
23 

But you told your 

servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes down with you, you will not see my face again.’ 
24 

When 

we went back to your servant my father, we told him what my lord had said. 
25 

“Then our father said, ‘Go back and buy a little more food.’ 
26 

But we said, ‘We cannot go down. Only if our 

youngest brother is with us will we go. We cannot see the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 
27 

“Your servant my father said to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two sons. 
28 

One of them went away 

from me, and I said, “He has surely been torn to pieces.” And I have not seen him since. 
29 

If you take this 

one from me too and harm comes to him, you will bring my gray head down to the grave in misery.’ 
30 

“So now, if the boy is not with us when I go back to your servant my father, and if my father, whose life 

is closely bound up with the boy’s life, 
31 

sees that the boy isn’t there, he will die. Your servants will bring 

the gray head of our father down to the grave in sorrow. 
32 

Your servant guaranteed the boy’s safety to my 

father. I said, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, I will bear the blame before you, my father, all my life!’ 
33 

“Now then, please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy, and let the boy 

return with his brothers. 
34 

How can I go back to my father if the boy is not with me? No! Do not let me 

see the misery that would come on my father.” 

 

When Judah was younger, he showed no regard for his brother, Joseph, or his father, Jacob. First, he 

convinced his brothers to sell Joseph as a slave. Then he joined his bothers in lying to his father about 

Joseph’s fate. 

 

1. How do the brothers respond to Joseph when Joseph’s silver cup was found in Benjamin’s sack 

(Genesis 44:13-14)?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does Judah respond to this situation (Genesis 44:16-34)? What changes do you see in Judah 

compared to how he used to be? Why do you suppose that he changed so much? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How has God changed you since you became a Christ follower? Thank God for that in prayer. You 

could write that prayer here. 
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Friday January 24  Genesis 45-47   Bringing Good Out Of Bad 

 

Genesis 45 

45 Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all his attendants, and he cried out, “Have 

everyone leave my presence!” So there was no one with Joseph when he made himself known to his 

brothers. 
2 

And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard him, and Pharaoh’s household heard about it. 
3 

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his brothers were not able to 

answer him, because they were terrified at his presence. 
4 

Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am your 

brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 
5 

And now, do not be distressed and do not be angry with 

yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 
6 

For two years 

now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no plowing and 

reaping. 
7 

But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on earth and to save your lives by 

a great deliverance. 
8 

“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his entire 

household and ruler of all Egypt. 
9 

Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son 

Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 
10 

You shall live in the 

region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all 

you have. 
11 

I will provide for you there, because five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and 

your household and all who belong to you will become destitute.’ 
12 

“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really I who am speaking to 

you. 
13 

Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in Egypt and about everything you have seen. And 

bring my father down here quickly.” 
14 

Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and Benjamin embraced 

him, weeping. 
15 

And he kissed all his brothers and wept over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him. 
16 

When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that Joseph’s brothers had come, Pharaoh and all his 

officials were pleased. 
17 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Tell your brothers, ‘Do this: Load your animals and 

return to the land of Canaan, 
18 

and bring your father and your families back to me. I will give you the 

best of the land of Egypt and you can enjoy the fat of the land.’ 
25 

So they went up out of Egypt and came to their father Jacob in the land of Canaan. 
26 

They told him, 

“Joseph is still alive! In fact, he is ruler of all Egypt.” Jacob was stunned; he did not believe them. 
27 

But 

when they told him everything Joseph had said to them, and when he saw the carts Joseph had sent to 

carry him back, the spirit of their father Jacob revived. 
28 

And Israel said, “I’m convinced! My son Joseph 

is still alive. I will go and see him before I die.” 

 

Genesis 46 

46 So Israel set out with all that was his, and when he reached Beersheba, he offered sacrifices to the 

God of his father Isaac. 
2 
And God spoke to Israel in a vision at night and said, “Jacob! Jacob!” 

“Here I am,” he replied. 
3 

“I am God, the God of your father,” he said. “Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you 

into a great nation there. 
4 

I will go down to Egypt with you, and I will surely bring you back again. And 

Joseph’s own hand will close your eyes.” 
5 

Then Jacob left Beersheba, and Israel’s sons took their father Jacob and their children and their wives 

in the carts that Pharaoh had sent to transport him. 
6 

So Jacob and all his offspring went to Egypt, taking 

with them their livestock and the possessions they had acquired in Canaan.   
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28 
Now Jacob sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get directions to Goshen. When they arrived in the 

region of Goshen, 
29 

Joseph had his chariot made ready and went to Goshen to meet his father Israel. As 

soon as Joseph appeared before him, he threw his arms around his father and wept for a long time. 
30 

Israel said to Joseph, “Now I am ready to die, since I have seen for myself that you are still alive.” 

 

Genesis 47 
5 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to you, 
6 

and the land of Egypt is 

before you; settle your father and your brothers in the best part of the land.  

 

 

1. How does God use the brothers’ evil mistreatment of Joseph (selling him into slavery) to bring good 

(Genesis 45:1-18)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How would you describe the way that Joseph forgives his brothers (Genesis 45:14-28)? Why is Joseph 

able to forgive his brothers? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How is the way that Joseph forgives and delivers his brothers similar to the way that Jesus forgives 

and delivers us? Thank Jesus for that. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Ask God to show you how He might use the way that someone is mistreating you to bring out good. 

Ask the Lord to help you to patiently follow Him as He brings good out of that bad situation. 
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Saturday January 25 Genesis 48-49   Bringing Good Out Of Bad 

 

Genesis 48 

48 Some time later Joseph was told, “Your father is ill.” So he took his two sons Manasseh and 

Ephraim along with him. 
2 

When Jacob was told, “Your son Joseph has come to you,” Israel rallied his 

strength and sat up on the bed. 
3 

Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and there He blessed 

me 
4 

and said to me, ‘I am going to make you fruitful and increase your numbers. I will make you a 

community of peoples, and I will give this land as an everlasting possession to your descendants after you.’ 
5 

“Now then, your two sons born to you in Egypt before I came to you here will be reckoned as mine; 

Ephraim and Manasseh will be mine, just as Reuben and Simeon are mine. 
6 

Any children born to you 

after them will be yours; in the territory they inherit they will be reckoned under the names of their 

brothers. 
7 

As I was returning from Paddan, to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan while we 

were still on the way, a little distance from Ephrath. So I buried her there beside the road to Ephrath” 

(that is, Bethlehem). 
8 

When Israel saw the sons of Joseph, he asked, “Who are these?” 
9 

“They are the sons God has given me here,” Joseph said to his father. 

Then Israel said, “Bring them to me so I may bless them.” 
10 

Now Israel’s eyes were failing because of old age, and he could hardly see. So Joseph brought his sons 

close to him, and his father kissed them and embraced them. 
11 

Israel said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face again, and now God has allowed me to see 

your children too.” 
12 

Then Joseph removed them from Israel’s knees and bowed down with his face to the ground. 
13 

And 

Joseph took both of them, Ephraim on his right toward Israel’s left hand and Manasseh on his left toward 

Israel’s right hand, and brought them close to him. 
14 

But Israel reached out his right hand and put it on 

Ephraim’s head, though he was the younger, and crossing his arms, he put his left hand on Manasseh’s 

head, even though Manasseh was the firstborn. 
15 

Then he blessed Joseph and said, “May the God before whom my fathers  Abraham and Isaac walked 

faithfully, the God who has been my shepherd all my life to this day, 
16 

the Angel who has delivered me from all harm —may he bless these boys. May they be called by my 

name and the names of my fathers Abraham and Isaac, and may they increase greatlyon the earth.” 
17 

When Joseph saw his father placing his right hand on Ephraim’s head he was displeased; so he took 

hold of his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s head to Manasseh’s head. 
18 

Joseph said to him, “No, 

my father, this one is the firstborn; put your right hand on his head.” 
19 

But his father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He too will become a people, and he too will 

become great. Nevertheless, his younger brother will be greater than he, and his descendants will become 

a group of nations.” 
20 

He blessed them that day and said, “In your name will Israel pronounce this 

blessing: ‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.’” So he put Ephraim ahead of Manasseh. 
21 

Then Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God will be with you and take you back to the land 

of your fathers. 
22 

And to you I give one more ridge of land than to your brothers, the ridge I took from the 

Amorites with my sword and my bow.” 

 

Genesis 49 

49 Then Jacob called for his sons and said: “Gather around so I can tell you what will happen to you in 

days to come. 
2 

“Assemble and listen, sons of Jacob; listen to your father Israel. 
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8 
“Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons 

will bow down to you. 
9 
You are a lion’s cub, Judah; you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, 

    like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? 
10 

The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to whom it 

belongs shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his. 

 

 

1. Ishmael was Abraham’s firstborn son, but Isaac received God’s blessing. Esau was Isaac’s firstborn 

son but Jacob received God’s blessing. Reuben was Jacob’s firstborn son but Joseph received God’s 

blessing. Manasseh was Joseph’s firstborn son, but Ephraim received God’s blessing (Genesis 48:10-

20). What do you make of this unconventional pattern? What does this teach you about how God 

chooses His servants? Thank God for choosing you to know Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. As Jacob invokes God’s blessing on Joseph, he recalls how God has been like his guiding Shepherd 

and guardian Angel (Genesis 48:15-16). Thank God for the ways that He has been your own Shepherd 

and Angel. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How does Jacob’s blessing of his son, Judah, point to the coming of Jesus Christ (Genesis 49:10)? 

Thank God that His repeated prophecies to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob about the coming of His 

Messiah, God’s Anointed King, were fulfilled in Jesus and made known to you. 
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Sunday January 26  Genesis 50  Bringing Good Out Of Bad 
 

Genesis 50 

 

50 Joseph threw himself on his father and wept over him and kissed him. 
2 

Then Joseph directed the 

physicians in his service to embalm his father Israel. And the Egyptians mourned for him seventy days. 
4 

When the days of mourning had passed, Joseph said to Pharaoh’s court, “If I have found favor in your 

eyes, speak to Pharaoh for me. Tell him, 
5 

‘My father made me swear an oath and said, “I am about to 

die; bury me in the tomb I dug for myself in the land of Canaan.” Now let me go up and bury my 

father; then I will return.’” 
6 

Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he made you swear to do.” 
7 

So Joseph went up to bury his father. All Pharaoh’s officials accompanied him—the dignitaries of his 

court and all the dignitaries of Egypt— 
8 

besides all the members of Joseph’s household and his brothers 

and those belonging to his father’s household. Only their children and their flocks and herds were left in 

Goshen. 
9 

Chariots and horsemen also went up with him. It was a very large company. 
12 

So Jacob’s sons did as he had commanded them: 
13 

They carried him to the land of Canaan and buried 

him in the cave in the field of Machpelah, near Mamre, which Abraham had bought along with the 

field as a burial place from Ephron the Hittite. 
14 

After burying his father, Joseph returned to Egypt, 

together with his brothers and all the others who had gone with him to bury his father. 
15 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if Joseph holds a 

grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to him?” 
16 

So they sent word to Joseph, 

saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 
17 

‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask 

you to forgive your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now please 

forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their message came to him, Joseph wept. 
18 

His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are your slaves,” they said. 
19 

But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 
20 

You intended to harm me, but 

God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
21 

So then, don’t 

be afraid. I will provide for you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 
22 

Joseph stayed in Egypt, along with all his father’s family. He lived a hundred and ten years 
24 

Then 

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to your aid and take you up out 

of this land to the land He promised on oath to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 
25 

And Joseph made the 

Israelites swear an oath and said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my 

bones up from this place.” 
26 

So Joseph died at the age of a hundred and ten. And after they embalmed 

him, he was placed in a coffin in Egypt. 

 

1. How genuine is Joseph’s forgiveness of his brothers (verses 15-23)? Why do you think that? 

 

 

 

2. How is Joseph able to forgive his brothers so genuinely after they mistreated him so badly?  

 

 

3. Who has hurt you? How might God use this mistreatment to bring good in your life?  

 

 

4. Ask God to heal your hurt and enable you to forgive those who mistreated you. 
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Monday January 27  Exodus 2:1-15, 23-25  God’s Special Plan For Your Life 

 

The Israelites were slaves in Egypt. Since the Israelites were becoming so numerous, the Egyptian 

pharaoh ordered that all Israelite boys were to be killed at birth.  

 

2 Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 
2 

and she became pregnant and gave birth to a 

son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three months. 
3 
But when she could hide him 

no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in 

it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile. 
4 

His sister stood at a distance to see what would 

happen to him. 
5 

Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the 

riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female slave to get it. 
6 

She opened it and saw 

the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. “This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 
7 

Then his sister asked Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the 

baby for you?” 
8 

“Yes, go,” she answered. So the girl went and got the baby’s mother. 
9 

Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, 

“Take this baby and nurse him for me, and I will pay you.” So the woman took the baby and nursed 

him. 
10 

When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. She 

named him Moses, saying, “I drew him out of the water.” 
11 

One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at 

their hard labor. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. 
12 

Looking this way and 

that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 
13 

The next day he went out and 

saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?” 
14 

The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the 

Egyptian?” Then Moses was afraid and thought, “What I did must have become known.” 
15 

When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and went to live in 

Midian, where he sat down by a well. 
23 

During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their slavery and cried out, 

and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 
24 

God heard their groaning and He 

remembered His covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 
25 

So God looked on the Israelites 

and was concerned about them. 

 

1. How do you see God working behind the scenes in Moses’ life (verses 1-10)? 

 

 

 

 

2. What character traits do you see in Moses that prepare him for leadership (verses 11-21)? Which of 

these leadership traits has God built into your life? Thank the Lord for that. 

 

 

 

3. God let the Israelites suffer slavery in Egypt for a long time before He acted (verses 23-25). Do you 

feel that God has forgotten you in your troubles? Ask the Lord to assure you that He hears your 

groaning and remembers His covenant promises to you. 
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Tuesday January 28  Exodus 3:1-22 God’s Special Plan For Your Life 

 

3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock 

to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 
2 
There the angel of 

the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on 

fire it did not burn up. 
3 

So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does 

not burn up.” 
4 

When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! 

Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 

“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is 

holy ground.” 
6 
Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 

the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 

The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out 

because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 
8 
So I have come down to rescue 

them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious 

land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 

Hivites and Jebusites. 
9 

And now the cry of the Israelites has reached Me, and I have seen the way the 

Egyptians are oppressing them. 
10 

So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the 

Israelites out of Egypt.” 
11 

But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
12 

And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When 

you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.” 
13 

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent 

me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 
14 

God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to 

you.’” 
15 

God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 

“This is my name forever, the name you shall call me from generation to generation. 
16 

“Go, assemble the elders of Israel and say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of 

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob—appeared to me and said: I have watched over you and have seen what has 

been done to you in Egypt. 
17 

And I have promised to bring you up out of your misery in Egypt into the 

land of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites—a land flowing with milk and 

honey.’ 
18 

“The elders of Israel will listen to you. Then you and the elders are to go to the king of Egypt and say to 

him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. Let us take a three-day journey into the 

wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God.’ 
19 

But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go 

unless a mighty hand compels him. 
20 

So I will stretch out My hand and strike the Egyptians with all the 

wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go. 
21 

“And I will make the Egyptians favorably disposed toward this people, so that when you leave you will 

not go empty-handed. 
22 

Every woman is to ask her neighbor and any woman living in her house for 

articles of silver and gold and for clothing, which you will put on your sons and daughters. And so you 

will plunder the Egyptians.” 
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1. How does God reveal Himself to Moses (verses 1-15)? What does Moses learn about God? How does 

Moses’ encounter with God affect him? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What are God’s plans for Moses’ life? How does Moses react? How does God respond to Moses’ 

concerns (verses 14-22)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How has God met with you? How has God revealed Himself to you? Thank God for making Himself 

known to you this way. 
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Wednesday January 29 Exodus 4:1-22, 27-31  God’s Special Plan For Your Life 

 

4 Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The LORD did not appear to 

you’?” 
2 

Then the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” 

“A staff,” he replied. 
3 

The LORD said, “Throw it on the ground.” 

Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran from it. 
4 

Then the LORD said to him, 

“Reach out your hand and take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the snake and it 

turned back into a staff in his hand. 
5 
“This,” said the LORD, “is so that they may believe that the LORD, 

the God of their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has appeared to 

you.” 
6 

Then the LORD said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when 

he took it out, the skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow. 
7 

“Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took 

it out, it was restored, like the rest of his flesh. 
8 

Then the LORD said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention to the first sign, they may believe the 

second. 
9 

But if they do not believe these two signs or listen to you, take some water from the Nile and 

pour it on the dry ground. The water you take from the river will become blood on the ground.” 
10 

Moses said to the LORD, “Pardon your servant, Lord. I have never been eloquent, neither in the past 

nor since you have spoken to your servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.” 
11 

The LORD said to him, “Who gave human beings their mouths? Who makes them deaf or mute? Who 

gives them sight or makes them blind? Is it not I, the LORD? 
12 

Now go; I will help you speak and will 

teach you what to say.” 
13 

But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” 
14 

Then the LORD’s anger burned against Moses and He said, “What about your brother, Aaron the Levite? 

I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will be glad to see you. 
15 

You 

shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of you speak and will teach you what to 

do. 
16 

He will speak to the people for you, and it will be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God 

to him. 
17 

But take this staff in your hand so you can perform the signs with it.” 
18 

Then Moses went back to Jethro his father-in-law and said to him, “Let me return to my own people in 

Egypt to see if any of them are still alive.” 

Jethro said, “Go, and I wish you well.” 
19 

Now the LORD had said to Moses in Midian, “Go back to Egypt, for all those who wanted to kill you are 

dead.” 
20 

So Moses took his wife and sons, put them on a donkey and started back to Egypt. And he took 

the staff of God in his hand. 
21 

The LORD said to Moses, “When you return to Egypt, see that you perform before Pharaoh all the 

wonders I have given you the power to do. But I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people 

go. 
22 

Then say to Pharaoh, ‘This is what the LORD says: Israel is my firstborn son, 
27 

The LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilderness to meet Moses.” So he met Moses at the mountain of 

God and kissed him. 
28 

Then Moses told Aaron everything the LORD had sent him to say, and also about 

all the signs He had commanded him to perform. 
29 

Moses and Aaron brought together all the elders of the Israelites, 
30 

and Aaron told them everything 

the LORD had said to Moses. He also performed the signs before the people, 
31 

and they believed. And 

when they heard that the LORD was concerned about them and had seen their misery, they bowed down 

and worshiped. 
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1. What concerns does Moses express regarding God’s plans for him (verses 1-17)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How does God deal with Moses’ concerns (verses 18-22, 27-31)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is God calling you to do? Ask God to help you understand God’s call on your life. You could 

write your prayer here. 
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Thursday January 30 Exodus 5:1-9, 19-23;  6:1-6, 28-30  God’s Special Plan For Your Life 

 

Exodus 5:1-9, 19-23 

5 Afterward Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 

‘Let My people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’” 
2 

Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey Him and let Israel go? I do not know the LORD and I 

will not let Israel go.” 
3 

Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Now let us take a three-day journey into the 

wilderness to offer sacrifices to the LORD our God, or He may strike us with plagues or with the sword.” 
4 

But the king of Egypt said, “Moses and Aaron, why are you taking the people away from their 

labor? Get back to your work!” 
5 

Then Pharaoh said, “Look, the people of the land are now 

numerous, and you are stopping them from working.” 
6 

That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the slave drivers and overseers in charge of the 

people: 
7 

“You are no longer to supply the people with straw for making bricks; let them go and gather 

their own straw. 
8 

But require them to make the same number of bricks as before; don’t reduce the 

quota. They are lazy; that is why they are crying out, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’ 
9 

Make the 

work harder for the people so that they keep working and pay no attention to lies.” 
19 

The Israelite overseers realized they were in trouble when they were told, “You are not to reduce the 

number of bricks required of you for each day.” 
20 

When they left Pharaoh, they found Moses and Aaron 

waiting to meet them, 
21 

and they said, “May the LORD look on you and judge you! You have made us 

obnoxious to Pharaoh and his officials and have put a sword in their hand to kill us.” 
22 

Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Why, Lord, why have you brought trouble on this people? Is this 

why You sent me? 
23 

Ever since I went to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has brought trouble on this 

people, and You have not rescued Your people at all.” 

 

Exodus 6:1-6, 28-30 

6 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of My mighty 

hand he will let them go; because of My mighty hand he will drive them out of his country.” 
2 

God also said to Moses, “I am the LORD. 
3 

I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God 

Almighty, but by My name the LORD I did not make myself fully known to them. 
4 

I also established My 

covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, where they resided as foreigners. 
5 

Moreover, I have 

heard the groaning of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving, and I have remembered My covenant. 
6 

“Therefore, say to the Israelites: ‘I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the yoke of the 

Egyptians. I will free you from being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and 

with mighty acts of judgment. 
28 

Now when the LORD spoke to Moses in Egypt, 
29 

he said to him, “I am the LORD. Tell Pharaoh king of 

Egypt everything I tell you.” 
30 

But Moses said to the LORD, “Since I speak with faltering lips, why would Pharaoh listen to me?” 

 

 

1. How does Pharaoh answer Moses’ request to let God’s people go (Exodus 5:1-18)? Why? 
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2. How do the Israelites react to what Pharaoh did (Exodus 5:19-21)? How do they feel about Moses? 

How do they feel about God? How do you think Moses is viewing God right now (Exodus 5:22-23)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How have you, like Moses with Pharaoh, been rejected for your faith in God? 

How have you, like the Israelites, suffered hardship for your faith?  

How did you react to the people who rejected or mistreated you? 

How did you react to God because of this suffering that you incurred because of your Christian faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Honestly express your feelings to God that you noted in question # 3 above. Ask for His help to heal 

and strengthen you and to work in the hearts of your adversaries to draw them to Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

43 

 

Friday January 31  Exodus 12  God’s Special Plan For Your Life 

 

12 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 
2 
“This month is to be for you the first month, the first 

month of your year. 
3 

Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to 

take a lamb
]
 for his family, one for each household. 

4 
If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they 

must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. 

You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat. 
5 

The 

animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you may take them from the sheep or the 

goats. 
6 
Take care of them until the fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community 

of Israel must slaughter them at twilight. 
7 

Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the sides 

and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 
8 

That same night they are to eat the 

meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. 
9 

Do not eat the meat 

raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. 
10 

Do not leave 

any of it till morning; if some is left till morning, you must burn it. 
11 

This is how you are to eat it: with 

your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it 

is the LORD’s Passover. 
12 

“On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of both people and 

animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the LORD. 
13 

The blood will be a sign for 

you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague 

will touch you when I strike Egypt. 
14 

“This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival 

to the LORD—a lasting ordinance. 
15 

For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first 

day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever eats anything with yeast in it from the first day 

through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 
16 

On the first day hold a sacred assembly, and another 

one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone to eat; that 

is all you may do. 
17 

“Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your 

divisions out of Egypt. Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 
18 

In the first 

month you are to eat bread made without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of 

the twenty-first day. 
19 

For seven days no yeast is to be found in your houses. And anyone, whether 

foreigner or native-born, who eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of 

Israel. 
20 

Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.” 
21 

Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for 

your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 
22 

Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the 

basin and put some of the blood on the top and on both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out 

of the door of your house until morning. 
23 

When the LORD goes through the land to strike down the 

Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, 

and He will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. 
24 

“Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 
25 

When you enter the 

land that the LORD will give you as He promised, observe this ceremony. 
26 

And when your children ask you, 

‘What does this ceremony mean to you?’ 
27 

then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the LORD, who passed 

over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when He struck down the Egyptians.’” Then 

the people bowed down and worshiped. 
28 

The Israelites did just what the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 
29 

At midnight the LORD struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on 

the throne, to the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the 
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livestock as well. 
30 

Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there 

was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. 
31 

During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the 

Israelites! Go, worship the LORD as you have requested. 
32 

Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, 

and go. And also bless me.” 
35 

The Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for 

clothing. 
36 

The LORD had made the Egyptians favorably disposed toward the people, and they gave them 

what they asked for; so they plundered the Egyptians. 
37 

The Israelites journeyed from Rameses to Sukkoth. There were about six hundred thousand men on foot, 

besides women and children. 
 40 

Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 

years. 
41 

At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD’s divisions left Egypt. 
42 

Because 

the LORD kept vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to 

honor the LORD for the generations to come. 

 

 

1. What did the Israelites need to do so that God would “passover” their homes and not kill their 

firstborn? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. How did the Passover give a preview of what Jesus Christ would do for us and what we have to do in 

order to be saved? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. God wanted the Israelites to tell their future generations about God’s salvation. Ask God to show you 

whom He would like you to tell what Christ’s salvation means to you. Commit to tell that person with 

the Lord’s help.  
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Saturday February 1 Exodus 14  God’s Special Plan For Your Life 

 

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, 
2 

“Tell the Israelites to turn back and encamp near Pi Hahiroth, between 

Migdol and the sea. They are to encamp by the sea, directly opposite Baal Zephon. 
3 

Pharaoh will think, 

‘The Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.’ 
4 

And I will harden 

Pharaoh’s heart, and he will pursue them. But I will gain glory for Myself through Pharaoh and all his 

army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.” So the Israelites did this. 
5 

When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials changed their 

minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the Israelites go and have lost their 

services!” 
6 

So he had his chariot made ready and took his army with him. 
7 
He took six hundred of the best 

chariots, along with all the other chariots of Egypt, with officers over all of them. 
8 

The LORD hardened the 

heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, so that he pursued the Israelites, who were marching out boldly. 
9 

The 

Egyptians—all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots, horsemen and troops—pursued the Israelites and 

overtook them as they camped by the sea near Pi Hahiroth, opposite Baal Zephon. 
10 

As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were the Egyptians, marching after them. 

They were terrified and cried out to the LORD. 
11 

They said to Moses, “Was it because there were no 

graves in Egypt that You brought us to the desert to die? What have You done to us by bringing us out of 

Egypt? 
12 

Didn’t we say to You in Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have been 

better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!” 
13 

Moses answered the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will 

bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again. 
14 

The LORD will fight for you; you need 

only to be still.” 

 
15 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to me? Tell the Israelites to move on. 
16 

Raise your 

staff and stretch out your hand over the sea to divide the water so that the Israelites can go through the sea on 

dry ground. 
17 

I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them. And I will gain glory 

through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 
18 

The Egyptians will know that I am 

the LORD when I gain glory through Pharaoh, his chariots and his horsemen.” 
19 

Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and went behind 

them. The pillar of cloud also moved from in front and stood behind them, 
20 

coming between the armies 

of Egypt and Israel. Throughout the night the cloud brought darkness to the one side and light to the 

other side; so neither went near the other all night long. 
21 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the LORD drove the sea back with a 

strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were divided, 
22 

and the Israelites went through 

the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their left. 
23 

The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and chariots and horsemen followed them into 

the sea. 
24 

During the last watch of the night the LORD looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the 

Egyptian army and threw it into confusion. 
25 

He jammed the wheels of their chariots so that they had 

difficulty driving. And the Egyptians said, “Let’s get away from the Israelites! The LORD is fighting for 

them against Egypt.” 
26 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may flow back 

over the Egyptians and their chariots and horsemen.” 
27 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at 

daybreak the sea went back to its place. The Egyptians were fleeing toward it, and the LORD swept them 

into the sea. 
28 

The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of 

Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 
29 

But the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on their right and on their 

left. 
30 

That day the LORD saved Israel from the hands of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians lying 
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dead on the shore. 
31 

And when the Israelites saw the mighty hand of the LORD displayed against the 

Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in him and in Moses his servant. 

 

 

1. The Israelites had seen God do many amazing miracles before Pharaoh would let them go. Also, they 

had seen God guiding them in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. When Pharaoh and 

his troops chased them, how did the Israelites respond (verses 10-12)? Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did the LORD do to enable the Israelites to escape the Egyptian troops (verses 13-31)? What did 

Moses have to do? What did the people have to do? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Think about a dead-end problem that you face where you feel trapped and there is no way out. What 

encouragement do you find from this Bible story? What does God want you to do so that He can 

deliver you? Commit to work with the LORD so that He can lead you to freedom. You could write 

your prayer here. 
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Sunday February 2  Exodus 16 God’s Special Plan For Your Life 

 

16 The whole Israelite community set out from Elim and came to the Desert of Sin, which is between Elim 

and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after they had come out of Egypt. 
2 

In the desert the 

whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 
3 

The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died 

by the LORD’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you 

have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death.” 
4 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “I will rain down bread from heaven for you. The people are to go out 

each day and gather enough for that day. In this way I will test them and see whether they will follow my 

instructions. 
5 
On the sixth day they are to prepare what they bring in, and that is to be twice as much as 

they gather on the other days.” 
6 

So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, “In the evening you will know that it was the LORD who 

brought you out of Egypt, 
7 

and in the morning you will see the glory of the LORD, because He has heard 

your grumbling against him. Who are we, that you should grumble against us?” 
8 

Moses also said, “You 

will know that it was the LORD when He gives you meat to eat in the evening and all the bread you want in 

the morning, because He has heard your grumbling against Him. Who are we? You are not grumbling 

against us, but against the LORD.” 
9 

Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the LORD, for He has 

heard your grumbling.’” 
10 

While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and there 

was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud. 
11 

The LORD said to Moses, 
12 

“I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At twilight you will eat 

meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.’” 
13 

That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer of dew around the 

camp. 
14 

When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground appeared on the desert floor. 
15 

When 

the Israelites saw it, they said to each other, “What is it?” For they did not know what it was. 

Moses said to them, “It is the bread the LORD has given you to eat. 
16 

This is what the LORD has commanded: 

‘Everyone is to gather as much as they need. Take an omer for each person you have in your tent.’” 
17 

The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. 
18 

And when they measured it by 

the omer, the one who gathered much did not have too much, and the one who gathered little did not have 

too little. Everyone had gathered just as much as they needed. 
19 

Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.” 
20 

However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, but it was full of 

maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them. 
21 

Each morning everyone gathered as much as they needed, and when the sun grew hot, it melted 

away. 
22 

On the sixth day, they gathered twice as much—two omers for each person—and the leaders of 

the community came and reported this to Moses. 
23 

He said to them, “This is what the LORD commanded: 

‘Tomorrow is to be a day of sabbath rest, a holy sabbath to the LORD. So bake what you want to bake and 

boil what you want to boil. Save whatever is left and keep it until morning.’” 
24 

So they saved it until morning, as Moses commanded, and it did not stink or get maggots in it. 
25 

“Eat it 

today,” Moses said, “because today is a sabbath to the LORD. You will not find any of it on the ground 

today. 
26 

Six days you are to gather it, but on the seventh day, the Sabbath, there will not be any.” 
27 

Nevertheless, some of the people went out on the seventh day to gather it, but they found none. 
28 

Then 

the LORD said to Moses, “How long will you refuse to keep my commands and my instructions? 
29 

Bear in 

mind that the LORD has given you the Sabbath; that is why on the sixth day he gives you bread for two 
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days. Everyone is to stay where they are on the seventh day; no one is to go out.” 
30 

So the people rested 

on the seventh day. 
31 

The people of Israel called the bread manna. It was white like coriander seed and tasted like wafers 

made with honey. 
32 

Moses said, “This is what the LORD has commanded: ‘Take an omer of manna and 

keep it for the generations to come, so they can see the bread I gave you to eat in the wilderness when I 

brought you out of Egypt.’” 
34 

As the LORD commanded Moses, Aaron put the manna with the tablets of 

the covenant law, so that it might be preserved. 
35 

The Israelites ate manna forty years, until they came to 

a land that was settled; they ate manna until they reached the border of Canaan. 

 

 

1. What is the Israelites’ real problem in verses 1-8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What does the LORD want to teach the Israelites (verses 4-20)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What things do you grumble and complain about? What does your grumbling say about your 

relationship with God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Ask God to help you to be grateful for His provision. What do you need right now in your life? Ask 

God to help you trust that He will provide what you truly need in this area of your life. 
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Monday February 3  Exodus 19 The Laws Of Love 

 

19 On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they came to the 

Desert of Sinai. 
2 

After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped 

there in the desert in front of the mountain. 
3 

Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and said, “This is what you 

are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: 
4 

‘You yourselves 

have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 
5 
Now 

if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My treasured 

possession. Although the whole earth is Mine, 
6 

you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy 

nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 
7 

So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them all the words 

the LORD had commanded him to speak. 
8 

The people all responded together, “We will do everything 

the LORD has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to the LORD. 
9 

The LORD said to Moses, “I am going to come to you in a dense cloud, so that the people will hear Me 

speaking with you and will always put their trust in you.” Then Moses told the LORD what the people had said. 
10 

And the LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow. Have them 

wash their clothes 
11 

and be ready by the third day, because on that day the LORD will come down on 

Mount Sinai in the sight of all the people. 
12 

Put limits for the people around the mountain and tell them, 

‘Be careful that you do not approach the mountain or touch the foot of it. Whoever touches the mountain 

is to be put to death. 
13 

They are to be stoned or shot with arrows; not a hand is to be laid on them. No 

person or animal shall be permitted to live.’ Only when the ram’s horn sounds a long blast may they 

approach the mountain.” 
14 

After Moses had gone down the mountain to the people, he consecrated them, and they washed their 

clothes. 
15 

Then he said to the people, “Prepare yourselves for the third day. Abstain from sexual relations.” 
16 

On the morning of the third day there was thunder and lightning, with a thick cloud over the mountain, 

and a very loud trumpet blast. Everyone in the camp trembled. 
17 

Then Moses led the people out of the 

camp to meet with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain. 
18 

Mount Sinai was covered with 

smoke, because the LORD descended on it in fire. The smoke billowed up from it like smoke from a 

furnace, and the whole mountain trembled violently. 
19 

As the sound of the trumpet grew louder and 

louder, Moses spoke and the voice of God answered him. 
20 

The LORD descended to the top of Mount Sinai and called Moses to the top of the mountain. So Moses 

went up 
21 

and the LORD said to him, “Go down and warn the people so they do not force their way 

through to see the LORD and many of them perish. 
22 

Even the priests, who approach the LORD, must 

consecrate themselves, or the LORD will break out against them.” 
23 

Moses said to the LORD, “The people cannot come up Mount Sinai, because you yourself warned us, 

‘Put limits around the mountain and set it apart as holy.’” 
24 

The LORD replied, “Go down and bring Aaron up with you. But the priests and the people must not 

force their way through to come up to the LORD, or He will break out against them.” 
25 

So Moses went down to the people and told them 
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1. God reaffirmed His covenant to His people (verses 3-8). What did God promise? How do those 

promises apply to you? Thank the Lord for how these promises apply to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The people promised to obey God (verse 8). Sadly, their good intentions quickly wore off. Talk with 

the LORD about how you are doing in your commitment to obey God. Tell the Lord how you want to 

improve at obeying God and what you will do with His help to improve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What is the LORD revealing to you about Himself in verses 9-24? Talk with God about how this will 

impact your relationship with the Lord. You could write your prayer here. 
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Tuesday February 4  Exodus 20 The Laws Of Love 

 

20 And God spoke all these words:
2 

“I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the 

land of slavery. 
3 

“You shall have no other gods before Me. 
4 

“You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth 

beneath or in the waters below. 
5 
You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the LORD your 

God, am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth 

generation of those who hate Me, 
6 

but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love Me 

and keep My commandments. 
7 

“You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who 

misuses His name. 
8 

“Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
9 

Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 
10 

but 

the seventh day is a sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor 

your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in 

your towns. 
11 

For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 

but He rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 
12 

“Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 
13 

“You shall not murder.  
14 

“You shall not commit adultery. 
15 

“You shall not steal. 
16 

“You shall not give 

false testimony against your neighbor. 
17 

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not 

covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to 

your neighbor.” 
18 

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in 

smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance 
19 

and said to Moses, “Speak to us yourself and 

we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.” 
20 

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be 

with you to keep you from sinning.” 
21 

The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was. 
22 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Tell the Israelites this: ‘You have seen for yourselves that I have spoken 

to you from heaven: 
23 

Do not make any gods to be alongside Me; do not make for yourselves gods of 

silver or gods of gold. 
24 

“‘Make an altar of earth for Me and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings and 

fellowship offerings, your sheep and goats and your cattle. Wherever I cause My name to be honored, I 

will come to you and bless you.   

 

 

How are you doing with God’s ten commandments? For the ones that you obey, praise the LORD for His 

strength. For the ones that you struggle with, ask for God’s help. 

 

1. NO OTHER GODS. Do I love a thing or person more than God? 

 

 

 

 

2. NO IDOLS. Do I have a wrong image of God (Harsh Judge? Genie that grants my wishes? Kind 

Grandfather who overlooks my bad behaviour?). 
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3. MISUSE GOD’S NAME. Do I swear or say, “Oh my God!” when I am surprised? 

 

 

 

 

4. SABBATH REST. Did I fail to take time off for rest, spiritual rejuvenation, and worship? 

 

 

 

 

5. HONOUR FATHER AND MOTHER. Have I failed to show my parents respect, care, appreciation, 

and obedience to their God-honouring requests? 

 

 

 

 

6. MURDER. Have I treated others with envy, criticism, gossip, or anger? 

 

 

 

 

7. ADULTERY. Have I lusted (looked at people sexually), looked at pornography, had an emotional 

affair, or had sex outside of marriage? 

 

 

 

 

8. STEALING. Have I taken things that were not mine, failed to return things I borrowed, lied about 

taxes or business expenses, or taken supplies from my job for my own personal use? 

 

 

 

 

9. GIVING FALSE TESTIMONY. Have I lied, told a half truth, or withheld the truth? 

 

 

 

 

10. COVETING. Have I eagerly desired another person’s possession or spouse? 
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Wednesday February 5 Exodus 24 The Laws Of Love 

 

24 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy 

of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 
2 

but Moses alone is to approach the LORD; the 

others must not come near. And the people may not come up with him.” 
3 

When Moses went and told the people all the LORD’s words and laws, they responded with one voice, 

“Everything the LORD has said we will do.” 
4 
Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. 

He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stone 

pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 
5 

Then he sent young Israelite men, and they offered burnt 

offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. 
6 
Moses took half of the blood and 

put it in bowls, and the other half he splashed against the altar. 
7 
Then he took the Book of the Covenant and 

read it to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the LORD has said; we will obey.” 
8 

Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of the covenant that 

the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
9 

Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 
10 

and saw the God of 

Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis lazuli, as bright blue as the sky. 
11 

But 

God did not raise his hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. 
12 

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me on the mountain and stay here, and I will give you the tablets 

of stone with the law and commandments I have written for their instruction.” 
13 

Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the mountain of God. 
14 

He said to the 

elders, “Wait here for us until we come back to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in 

a dispute can go to them.” 
15 

When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 
16 

and the glory of the LORD settled on 

Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, and on the seventh day the LORD called to 

Moses from within the cloud. 
17 

To the Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top 

of the mountain. 
18 

Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And he stayed on the 

mountain forty days and forty nights. 

 

God confirmed His covenant with His people. God said, “the life of a creature is in its blood” (Leviticus 17:11). 

 

1. Who is responsible for keeping this covenant? 

 

 

2. What did the blood sprinkled on the altar signify (verses 1-8)? How does this covenant confirmation 

point to Jesus and the New Covenant? 

 

 

3. What is God revealing to you about Himself in the way that He revealed Himself to Moses and the 

elders in verses 9-18? 

 

 

 

4. What promises have you made to God? How well have you kept them? Thank God for the price that 

He paid to forgive you for breaking promises. 
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Thursday February 6 Exodus 25 The Laws Of Love 

 

25 The LORD said to Moses, 
2 

“Tell the Israelites to bring Me an offering. You are to receive the offering for 

Me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. 
3 

These are the offerings you are to receive from them: 

gold, silver and bronze; 
4 

blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair; 
5 

ram skins dyed red and 

another type of durable leather; acacia wood; 
6 

olive oil for the light; spices for the anointing oil and for the 

fragrant incense; 
7 

and onyx stones and other gems to be mounted on the ephod and breast piece. 
8 

“Then have them make a sanctuary for Me, and I will dwell among them. 
9 
Make this tabernacle and all 

its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 
10 

“Have them make an ark of acacia wood—two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a half wide, and a 

cubit and a half high. 
11 

Overlay it with pure gold, both inside and out, and make a gold molding around 

it. 
12 

Cast four gold rings for it and fasten them to its four feet, with two rings on one side and two rings 

on the other. 
13 

Then make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 
14 

Insert the poles into the 

rings on the sides of the ark to carry it. 
15 

The poles are to remain in the rings of this ark; they are not to 

be removed. 
16 

Then put in the ark the tablets of the covenant law, which I will give you. 
17 

“Make an atonement cover of pure gold—two and a half cubits long and a cubit and a half wide. 
18 

And 

make two cherubim out of hammered gold at the ends of the cover. 
19 

Make one cherub on one end and the 

second cherub on the other; make the cherubim of one piece with the cover, at the two ends. 
20 

The 

cherubim are to have their wings spread upward, overshadowing the cover with them. The cherubim are 

to face each other, looking toward the cover. 
21 

Place the cover on top of the ark and put in the ark the 

tablets of the covenant law that I will give you. 
22 

There, above the cover between the two cherubim that 

are over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you and give you all my commands for the Israelites. 
23 

“Make a table of acacia wood—two cubits long, a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high. 
24 

Overlay it 

with pure gold and make a gold molding around it. 
25 

Also make around it a rim a handbreadth wide and 

put a gold molding on the rim. 
26 

Make four gold rings for the table and fasten them to the four corners, 

where the four legs are. 
27 

The rings are to be close to the rim to hold the poles used in carrying the 

table. 
28 

Make the poles of acacia wood, overlay them with gold and carry the table with them. 
29 

And 

make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as well as its pitchers and bowls for the pouring out of 

offerings. 
30 

Put the bread of the Presence on this table to be before Me at all times. 
31 

“Make a lampstand of pure gold. Hammer out its base and shaft, and make its flowerlike cups, buds 

and blossoms of one piece with them. 
32 

Six branches are to extend from the sides of the lampstand—three 

on one side and three on the other. 
33 

Three cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and blossoms are 

to be on one branch, three on the next branch, and the same for all six branches extending from the 

lampstand. 
34 

And on the lampstand there are to be four cups shaped like almond flowers with buds and 

blossoms. 
35 

One bud shall be under the first pair of branches extending from the lampstand, a second bud 

under the second pair, and a third bud under the third pair—six branches in all. 
36 

The buds and branches 

shall all be of one piece with the lampstand, hammered out of pure gold. 
37 

“Then make its seven lamps and set them up on it so that they light the space in front of it. 
38 

Its wick 

trimmers and trays are to be of pure gold. 
39 

A talent of pure gold is to be used for the lampstand and all 

these accessories. 
40 

See that you make them according to the pattern shown you on the mountain. 

 

 

God instructs Moses on making the ark of the Testimony for the Most Holy place in the tabernacle. 
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1. What goes inside the ark (verses 16, 21)? Why does that get such a prominent position in the Most 

Holy place? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What will occur above the cover between the gold cherubim angels (verse 22)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. The cover of the ark of the Testimony is also called the atonement cover, where the high priest would 

atone for the sins of the people on the Day of Atonement (Exodus 30;10). Why would that atonement 

cover be in the Most Holy Place? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Tell the LORD what you learned from this passage that can help you enter the Most Holy place of 

intimate fellowship with God each day. 
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Friday February 7  Exodus 32  The Laws Of Love 

 

32 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the mountain, they gathered 

around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods
]
 who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who 

brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.” 
2 

Aaron answered them, “Take off the gold earrings that your wives, your sons and your daughters are 

wearing, and bring them to me.” 
3 

So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to 

Aaron. 
4 

He took what they handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it 

with a tool. Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 
5 

When Aaron saw this, he built an altar in front of the calf and announced, “Tomorrow there will be a 

festival to the LORD.” 
6 

So the next day the people rose early and sacrificed burnt offerings and presented 

fellowship offerings. Afterward they sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry. 
7 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up out of Egypt, have 

become corrupt. 
8 

They have been quick to turn away from what I commanded them and have made 

themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. They have bowed down to it and sacrificed to it and have 

said, ‘These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.’ 
9 

“I have seen these people,” the LORD said to Moses, “and they are a stiff-necked people. 
10 

Now leave 

Me alone so that my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them. Then I will make you into 

a great nation.” 
11 

But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God. “LORD,” he said, “why should your anger burn 

against your people, whom you brought out of Egypt with great power and a mighty hand? 
12 

Why should 

the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that He brought them out, to kill them in the mountains and to 

wipe them off the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce anger; relent and do not bring disaster on 

your people. 
13 

Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel, to whom You swore by your own 

self: ‘I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and I will give your descendants 

all this land I promised them, and it will be their inheritance forever.’” 
14 

Then the LORD relented and did 

not bring on his people the disaster he had threatened. 
15 

Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands. They 

were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 
16 

The tablets were the work of God; the writing was the 

writing of God, engraved on the tablets. 
17 

When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the sound of war in 

the camp.” 
18 

Moses replied: “It is not the sound of victory, it is not the sound of defeat;it is the sound of singing that 

I hear.” 
19 

When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger burned and he threw the 

tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of the mountain. 
20 

And he took the calf the 

people had made and burned it in the fire; then he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and 

made the Israelites drink it. 
21 

He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?” 
22 

“Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are to evil. 
23 

They 

said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses who brought us up out of Egypt, 

we don’t know what has happened to him.’ 
24 

So I told them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ 

Then they gave me the gold, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf!” 
25 

Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of control and so 

become a laughingstock to their enemies. 
26 

So he stood at the entrance to the camp and said, “Whoever 

is for the LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him. 
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27 
Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a sword to his 

side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each killing his brother and friend 

and neighbor.’” 
28 

The Levites did as Moses commanded, and that day about three thousand of the people 

died. 
29 

Then Moses said, “You have been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own 

sons and brothers, and He has blessed you this day.” 
30 

The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. But now I will go up to 

the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 
31 

So Moses went back to the LORD and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have committed! They 

have made themselves gods of gold. 
32 

But now, please forgive their sin—but if not, then blot me out of the 

book you have written.” 
33 

The LORD replied to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot out of my book. 
34 

Now go, 

lead the people to the place I spoke of, and My angel will go before you. However, when the time comes 

for Me to punish, I will punish them for their sin.” 
35 

And the LORD struck the people with a plague because of what they did with the calf Aaron had made. 

 

1. How do God and Moses respond to the people’s sin through the passage? Why are there changes in 

their responses?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. When is righteous anger towards sin justified? How would God like us to express that anger? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What lessons about the importance and limits of prayer might be learned from Moses’ intercession in 

Exodus 32:11-14 and 30-35? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. For what sin does God want you to have righteous anger? How is God calling you to show righteous 

anger, to intercede, and to act? 
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Saturday February 8 Exodus 33, 34  The Laws Of Love 

 

Exodus 33 
7 

Now Moses used to take a tent and pitch it outside the camp some distance away, calling it the “tent of 

meeting.” Anyone inquiring of the LORD would go to the tent of meeting outside the camp. 
8 

And whenever 

Moses went out to the tent, all the people rose and stood at the entrances to their tents, watching Moses 

until he entered the tent. 
9 

As Moses went into the tent, the pillar of cloud would come down and stay at 

the entrance, while the LORD spoke with Moses. 
10 

Whenever the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at 

the entrance to the tent, they all stood and worshiped, each at the entrance to their 

tent. 
11 

The LORD would speak to Moses face to face, as one speaks to a friend. Then Moses would return 

to the camp, but his young aide Joshua son of Nun did not leave the tent. 
12 

Moses said to the LORD, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these people,’ but you have not let me know 

whom you will send with me. You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favor with Me.’ 
13 

If 

you are pleased with me, teach me Your ways so I may know You and continue to find favor with You. 

Remember that this nation is Your people.” 
14 

The LORD replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” 
17 

“I will do the very thing 

you have asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 
18 

Then Moses said, “Now show me Your glory.” 
19 

And the LORD said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my 

name, the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion 

on whom I will have compassion. 
20 

But,” he said, “you cannot see My face, for no one may see Me and live.” 
21 

Then the LORD said, “There is a place near Me where you may stand on a rock. 
22 

When My glory 

passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. 
23 

Then I 

will remove My hand and you will see My back; but My face must not be seen.” 

 

Exodus 34 

34 The LORD said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on them the 

words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. 
2 

Be ready in the morning, and then come up on 

Mount Sinai. Present yourself to Me there on top of the mountain. 
3 
No one is to come with you or be seen 

anywhere on the mountain.” 
4 

So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, 

as the LORD had commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands. 
5 
Then the LORD came 

down in the cloud and stood there with him and proclaimed His name, the LORD. 
6 

And He passed in front of 

Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding 

in love and faithfulness, 
7 
maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet 

He does not leave the guilty unpunished; He punishes the children and their children for the sin of the 

parents to the third and fourth generation.” 
8 

Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped. 
9 

“Lord,” he said, “if I have found favor in Your 

eyes, then let the Lord go with us. Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and our 

sin, and take us as Your inheritance.” 
10 

Then the LORD said: “I am making a covenant with you. Before all your people I will do wonders never 

before done in any nation in all the world. The people you live among will see how awesome is the work 

that I, the LORD, will do for you. 
11 

Obey what I command you today. I will drive out before you the 

Amorites, Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 
14 

Do not worship any other god, for 

the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 
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15 
“Be careful not to make a treaty with those who live in the land; for when they prostitute themselves to 

their gods and sacrifice to them, they will invite you and you will eat their sacrifices. 
 17 

“Do not make any 

idols.
18 

“Celebrate the Festival of Unleavened Bread. For seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I 

commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Aviv, for in that month you came out of 

Egypt. 
 21 

“Six days you shall labor, but on the seventh day you shall rest; even during the plowing season 

and harvest you must rest. 
22 

“Celebrate the Festival of Weeks with the firstfruits of the wheat harvest, 

and the Festival of Ingathering at the turn of the year. 
23 

Three times a year all your men are to appear 

before the Sovereign LORD, the God of Israel.  
 27 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have 

made a covenant with you and with Israel.” 
28 

Moses was there with the LORD forty days and forty 

nights without eating bread or drinking water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the 

Ten Commandments. 
29 

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of the covenant law in his hands, he was not 

aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken with the LORD. 
30 

When Aaron and all the Israelites 

saw Moses, his face was radiant, and they were afraid to come near him. 
31 

But Moses called to them; so 

Aaron and all the leaders of the community came back to him, and he spoke to them. 
32 

Afterward all the 

Israelites came near him, and he gave them all the commands the LORD had given him on Mount Sinai. 
33 

When Moses finished speaking to them, he put a veil over his face. 
34 

But whenever he entered 

the LORD’s presence to speak with Him, he removed the veil until he came out. And when he came out and 

told the Israelites what he had been commanded, 
35 

they saw that his face was radiant. Then Moses would 

put the veil back over his face until he went in to speak with the LORD. 

 

1. What things did Moses do in order to deepen his relationship with the LORD? 

 

Exodus 33:7-18 

 

 

 

 

Exodus 34:4-28 

 

 

 

 

2. Talk with the Lord about how you want to deepen your relationship with the LORD, based upon what 

you learned from Moses. 

 

 

 

 

3. How did Moses appear after he had finished meeting with God (Exodus 34:27-35)? Have people 

commented that they have noticed something different about you that you realize comes from your walk 

with the LORD? Thank the LORD for showing His character and love through you to other people. 
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Sunday February 9  Exodus 40 The Laws Of Love 

 

40 Then the LORD said to Moses: 
2 

“Set up the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, on the first day of the first 

month. 
3 

Place the ark of the covenant law in it and shield the ark with the curtain. 
4 

Bring in the table and 

set out what belongs on it. Then bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 
5 

Place the gold altar of 

incense in front of the ark of the covenant law and put the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 
6 

“Place the altar of burnt offering in front of the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting; 
7 

place 

the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it. 
8 

Set up the courtyard around it 

and put the curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. 
9 

“Take the anointing oil and anoint the tabernacle and everything in it; consecrate it and all its 

furnishings, and it will be holy. 
10 

Then anoint the altar of burnt offering and all its utensils; 

consecrate the altar, and it will be most holy. 
11 

Anoint the basin and its stand and consecrate them. 
12 

“Bring Aaron and his sons to the entrance to the tent of meeting and wash them with water. 
13 

Then 

dress Aaron in the sacred garments, anoint him and consecrate him so he may serve me as priest. 
14 

Bring 

his sons and dress them in tunics. 
15 

Anoint them just as you anointed their father, so they may serve me as 

priests. Their anointing will be to a priesthood that will continue throughout their generations.” 
16 

Moses 

did everything just as the LORD commanded him. 
17 

So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month in the second year. 
18 

When Moses set up the 

tabernacle, he put the bases in place, erected the frames, inserted the crossbars and set up the posts. 
19 

Then he 

spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the covering over the tent, as the LORD commanded him. 
20 

He took the tablets of the covenant law and placed them in the ark, attached the poles to the ark and put 

the atonement cover over it. 
21 

Then he brought the ark into the tabernacle and hung the shielding 

curtain and shielded the ark of the covenant law, as the LORD commanded him. 
22 

Moses placed the table in the tent of meeting on the north side of the tabernacle outside the 

curtain 
23 

and set out the bread on it before the LORD, as the LORD commanded him. 
24 

He placed the lampstand in the tent of meeting opposite the table on the south side of the 

tabernacle 
25 

and set up the lamps before the LORD, as the LORD commanded him. 
26 

Moses placed the gold altar in the tent of meeting in front of the curtain 
27 

and burned fragrant incense 

on it, as the LORD commanded him. 
28 

Then he put up the curtain at the entrance to the tabernacle. 
29 

He set the altar of burnt offering near 

the entrance to the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, and offered on it burnt offerings and grain 

offerings, as the LORD commanded him. 
30 

He placed the basin between the tent of meeting and the altar and put water in it for washing, 
31 

and 

Moses and Aaron and his sons used it to wash their hands and feet. 
32 

They washed whenever they entered 

the tent of meeting or approached the altar, as the LORD commanded Moses. 
33 

Then Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the curtain at the entrance 

to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the work. 
34 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
35 

Moses could not 

enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 
36 

In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set 

out; 
37 

but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 
38 

So the cloud of 

the LORD was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by night, in the sight of all the 

Israelites during all their travels. 
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1. What did the LORD do in response to all the Israelites’ work in preparing the tabernacle?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did the Israelites learn about God? What is God’s glory? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Many years later, God also filled with His glory the temple that Solomon built to replace the 

tabernacle (2 Chronicles 5:13, 14). But when Israel turned from God, His glory and presence departed 

from the temple and it was destroyed by invading armies (2 Kings 25).  

How did God’s glory return later to the world in John 1:14? 

 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 

one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Meditate on God’s glory and worship God for the glory of His character and power. 
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Monday February 10 Deuteronomy 1 Life Worth Living 

 

1 These are the words Moses spoke to all Israel in the wilderness east of the Jordan 
3 

In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses proclaimed to the Israelites all that 

the LORD had commanded him concerning them 
19 

Then, as the LORD our God commanded us, we set out from Horeb and went toward the hill country of 

the Amorites through all that vast and dreadful wilderness that you have seen, and so we reached Kadesh 

Barnea. 
20 

Then I said to you, “You have reached the hill country of the Amorites, which the LORD our 

God is giving us. 
21 

See, the LORD your God has given you the land. Go up and take possession of it as 

the LORD, the God of your ancestors, told you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 
22 

Then all of you came to me and said, “Let us send men ahead to spy out the land for us and bring back 

a report about the route we are to take and the towns we will come to.” 
23 

The idea seemed good to me; so I selected twelve of you, one man from each tribe. 
24 

They left and went 

up into the hill country, and came to the Valley of Eshkol and explored it. 
25 

Taking with them some of the 

fruit of the land, they brought it down to us and reported, “It is a good land that the LORD our God is 

giving us.” 
26 

But you were unwilling to go up; you rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. 
27 

You 

grumbled in your tents and said, “The LORD hates us; so He brought us out of Egypt to deliver us into the 

hands of the Amorites to destroy us. 
28 

Where can we go? Our brothers have made our hearts melt in fear. 

They say, ‘The people are stronger and taller than we are; the cities are large, with walls up to the sky. 

We even saw the Anakites there.’” 
29 

Then I said to you, “Do not be terrified; do not be afraid of them. 
30 

The LORD your God, who is going 

before you, will fight for you, as he did for you in Egypt, before your very eyes, 
31 

and in the wilderness. 

There you saw how the LORD your God carried you, as a father carries his son, all the way you went until 

you reached this place.” 
32 

In spite of this, you did not trust in the LORD your God, 
33 

who went ahead of you on your journey, in 

fire by night and in a cloud by day, to search out places for you to camp and to show you the way you 

should go. 
34 

When the LORD heard what you said, He was angry and solemnly swore: 
35 

“No one from this evil 

generation shall see the good land I swore to give your ancestors, 
36 

except Caleb son of Jephunneh. He 

will see it, and I will give him and his descendants the land he set his feet on, because he followed 

the LORD wholeheartedly.” 
37 

Because of you the LORD became angry with me also and said, “You shall not enter it, either. 
38 

But 

your assistant, Joshua son of Nun, will enter it. Encourage him, because he will lead Israel to 

inherit it. 
39 

And the little ones that you said would be taken captive, your children who do not yet 

know good from bad—they will enter the land. I will give it to them and they will take possession of 

it. 
40 

But as for you, turn around and set out toward the desert along the route to the Red Sea.” 
41 

Then you replied, “We have sinned against the LORD. We will go up and fight, as the LORD our God 

commanded us.” So every one of you put on his weapons, thinking it easy to go up into the hill country. 
42 

But the LORD said to me, “Tell them, ‘Do not go up and fight, because I will not be with you. You will 

be defeated by your enemies.’” 
43 

So I told you, but you would not listen. You rebelled against the LORD’s command and in your 

arrogance you marched up into the hill country. 
44 

The Amorites who lived in those hills came out against 

you; they chased you like a swarm of bees and beat you down from Seir all the way to Hormah. 
45 

You 

came back and wept before the LORD, but he paid no attention to your weeping and turned a deaf ear to 

you. 
46 

And so you stayed in Kadesh many days—all the time you spent there. 
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1. What complaints does God have against the Israelites (verses 26-46)?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What must the Israelites still learn about God before they enter the land?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. When did you endeavour to do what God wanted you to do and you were fearful? Did fear get the best 

of you? Or did God calm your fears and help you through it? Talk with the Lord about what you 

learned about yourself and about God in that experience. 
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Tuesday February 11 Deuteronomy 4 Life Worth Living 

 

4 Now, Israel, hear the decrees and laws I am about to teach you. Follow them so that you may live and may 

go in and take possession of the land the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 
2 

Do not add to what 

I command you and do not subtract from it, but keep the commands of the LORD your God that I give you. 
3 
You saw with your own eyes what the LORD did at Baal Peor. The LORD your God destroyed from among you 

everyone who followed the Baal of Peor, 
4 

but all of you who held fast to the LORD your God are still alive today. 
5 

See, I have taught you decrees and laws as the LORD my God commanded me, so that you may follow 

them in the land you are entering to take possession of it. 
6 
Observe them carefully, for this will show your 

wisdom and understanding to the nations, who will hear about all these decrees and say, “Surely this 

great nation is a wise and understanding people.” 
7 

What other nation is so great as to have their gods 

near them the way the LORD our God is near us whenever we pray to Him? 
8 

And what other nation is so 

great as to have such righteous decrees and laws as this body of laws I am setting before you today? 
9 

Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you do not forget the things your eyes have seen or 

let them fade from your heart as long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after 

them. 
10 

Remember the day you stood before the LORD your God at Horeb, when He said to me, 

“Assemble the people before me to hear My words so that they may learn to revere Me as long as they 

live in the land and may teach them to their children.” 
11 

You came near and stood at the foot of the 

mountain while it blazed with fire to the very heavens, with black clouds and deep darkness. 
12 

Then 

the LORD spoke to you out of the fire. You heard the sound of words but saw no form; there was only a 

voice. 
13 

He declared to you His covenant, the Ten Commandments, which He commanded you to follow 

and then wrote them on two stone tablets. 
14 

And the LORD directed me at that time to teach you the 

decrees and laws you are to follow in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. 
15 

You saw no form of any kind the day the LORD spoke to you at Horeb out of the fire. Therefore watch 

yourselves very carefully, 
16 

so that you do not become corrupt and make for yourselves an idol, an image 

of any shape, whether formed like a man or a woman, 
17 

or like any animal on earth or any bird that flies 

in the air, 
18 

or like any creature that moves along the ground or any fish in the waters below. 
19 

And when 

you look up to the sky and see the sun, the moon and the stars—all the heavenly array—do not be 

enticed into bowing down to them and worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to all the 

nations under heaven. 
20 

But as for you, the LORD took you and brought you out of the iron-smelting 

furnace, out of Egypt, to be the people of his inheritance, as you now are. 
21 

The LORD was angry with me because of you, and he solemnly swore that I would not cross the Jordan 

and enter the good land the LORD your God is giving you as your inheritance. 
22 

I will die in this land; I 

will not cross the Jordan; but you are about to cross over and take possession of that good land. 
23 

Be 

careful not to forget the covenant of the LORD your God that He made with you; do not make for 

yourselves an idol in the form of anything the LORD your God has forbidden. 
24 

For the LORD your God is 

a consuming fire, a jealous God. 
25 

After you have had children and grandchildren and have lived in the land a long time—if you then 

become corrupt and make any kind of idol, doing evil in the eyes of the LORD your God and arousing His 

anger, 
26 

I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you this day that you will quickly 

perish from the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess. You will not live there long but will 

certainly be destroyed. 
27 

The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will 

survive among the nations to which the LORD will drive you. 
28 

There you will worship man-made gods of 

wood and stone, which cannot see or hear or eat or smell. 
29 

But if from there you seek the LORD your 

God, you will find him if you seek Him with all your heart and with all your soul. 
30 

When you are in 

distress and all these things have happened to you, then in later days you will return to the LORD your 
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God and obey Him. 
31 

For the LORD your God is a merciful God; He will not abandon or destroy you or 

forget the covenant with your ancestors, which He confirmed to them by oath. 
32 

Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created human beings on the 

earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has 

anything like it ever been heard of? 
33 

Has any other people heard the voice of God speaking out of fire, 

as you have, and lived? 
34 

Has any god ever tried to take for himself one nation out of another nation, by 

testings, by signs and wonders, by war, by a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, or by great and 

awesome deeds, like all the things the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your very eyes? 
35 

You were shown these things so that you might know that the LORD is God; besides Him there is no 

other. 
36 

From heaven he made you hear His voice to discipline you. On earth he showed you his great 

fire, and you heard His words from out of the fire. 
37 

Because He loved your ancestors and chose their 

descendants after them, He brought you out of Egypt by his Presence and His great strength, 
38 

to drive 

out before you nations greater and stronger than you and to bring you into their land to give it to you for 

your inheritance, as it is today. 
39 

Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

There is no other. 
40 

Keep his decrees and commands, which I am giving you today, so that it may go 

well with you and your children after you and that you may live long in the land the LORD your God gives 

you for all time. 

 

1. What two reasons does God give His people for the necessity of obeying His law (verses 3-8)? 

 

 

 

 

 

2. When is it hardest for you to give God’s Word its due place in your life? What needs to happen this 

week to make sure that God’s Word receives the proper emphasis in your life? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. When you are most likely to try to limit or control God, do you think the “if … then” statements of 

verses 25-31 apply to you? If so, how? If not, why? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What response and result does God expect from you in verses 39-40? Talk with God about how well 

you are doing with this and your plans to improve. 
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Wednesday February 12 Deuteronomy 6 Life Worth Living 

 

 These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in the 

land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 
2 

so that you, your children and their children after them 

may fear the LORD your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, 

and so that you may enjoy long life. 
3 

Hear, Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you 

and that you may increase greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of 

your ancestors, promised you. 
4 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 
5 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul and with all your strength. 
6 
These commandments that I give you today are to be on 

your hearts. 
7 

Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk 

along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
8 

Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind 

them on your foreheads. 
9 

Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 
10 

When the LORD your God brings you into the land He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 
11 

houses filled with all kinds of 

good things you did not provide, wells you did not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—

then when you eat and are satisfied, 
12 

be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
13 

Fear the LORD your God, serve Him only and take your oaths in His name. 
14 

Do not follow other gods, 

the gods of the peoples around you; 
15 

for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and 

His anger will burn against you, and He will destroy you from the face of the land. 
16 

Do not put 

the LORD your God to the test as you did at Massah. 
17 

Be sure to keep the commands of the LORD your 

God and the stipulations and decrees He has given you. 
18 

Do what is right and good in the LORD’s 

sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in and take over the good land the LORD promised 

on oath to your ancestors, 
19 

thrusting out all your enemies before you, as the LORD said. 
20 

In the future, when your son asks you, “What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees and laws 

the LORD our God has commanded you?” 
21 

tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but 

the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 
22 

Before our eyes the LORD sent signs and wonders—

great and terrible—on Egypt and Pharaoh and his whole household. 
23 

But He brought us out from there to 

bring us in and give us the land He promised on oath to our ancestors. 
24 

The LORD commanded us to obey 

all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, as is the 

case today. 
25 

And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as He has commanded us, 

that will be our righteousness.” 

 

1. What is God personally asking you to do through this passage? 

 

 

 

 

2. How are you teaching truth from God’s Word, the Bible, to your children and grandchildren?  

 

 

 

3. Talk with the Lord about how you will improve at sharing and modeling the Christian faith with your 

family. How can you share with them what the LORD is doing in your life? 
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Thursday February 13 Deuteronomy 9 Life Worth Living 

 

9 Hear, Israel: You are now about to cross the Jordan to go in and dispossess nations greater and 

stronger than you, with large cities that have walls up to the sky. 
2 

The people are strong and tall—

Anakites! You know about them and have heard it said: “Who can stand up against the Anakites?” 
3 
But 

be assured today that the LORD your God is the one who goes across ahead of you like a devouring 

fire. He will destroy them; He will subdue them before you. And you will drive them out and annihilate 

them quickly, as the LORD has promised you. 
4 

After the LORD your God has driven them out before you, do not say to yourself, “The LORD has brought me 

here to take possession of this land because of my righteousness.” No, it is on account of the wickedness of 

these nations that the LORD is going to drive them out before you. 
5 

It is not because of your righteousness or 

your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on account of the wickedness of 

these nations, the LORD your God will drive them out before you, to accomplish what He swore to your 

fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
6 

Understand, then, that it is not because of your righteousness that 

the LORD your God is giving you this good land to possess, for you are a stiff-necked people. 
7 

Remember this and never forget how you aroused the anger of the LORD your God in the wilderness. 

From the day you left Egypt until you arrived here, you have been rebellious against the LORD. 
8 

At Horeb 

you aroused the LORD’s wrath so that He was angry enough to destroy you. 
9 

When I went up on the 

mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant that the LORD had made with you, I 

stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights; I ate no bread and drank no water. 
10 

The LORD gave 

me two stone tablets inscribed by the finger of God. On them were all the commandments 

the LORD proclaimed to you on the mountain out of the fire, on the day of the assembly. 
11 

At the end of the forty days and forty nights, the LORD gave me the two stone tablets, the tablets of the 

covenant. 
12 

Then the LORD told me, “Go down from here at once, because your people whom you brought 

out of Egypt have become corrupt. They have turned away quickly from what I commanded them and 

have made an idol for themselves.” 
13 

And the LORD said to me, “I have seen this people, and they are a stiff-necked people indeed! 
14 

Let Me 

alone, so that I may destroy them and blot out their name from under heaven. And I will make you into a 

nation stronger and more numerous than they.” 
15 

So I turned and went down from the mountain while it was ablaze with fire. And the two tablets of the 

covenant were in my hands. 
16 

When I looked, I saw that you had sinned against the LORD your God; you 

had made for yourselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf. You had turned aside quickly from the way 

that the LORD had commanded you. 
17 

So I took the two tablets and threw them out of my hands, breaking 

them to pieces before your eyes. 
18 

Then once again I fell prostrate before the LORD for forty days and forty nights; I ate no bread and 

drank no water, because of all the sin you had committed, doing what was evil in the LORD’s sight and so 

arousing his anger. 
19 

I feared the anger and wrath of the LORD, for He was angry enough with you to 

destroy you. But again the LORD listened to me. 
20 

And the LORD was angry enough with Aaron to destroy 

him, but at that time I prayed for Aaron too. 
21 

Also I took that sinful thing of yours, the calf you had 

made, and burned it in the fire. Then I crushed it and ground it to powder as fine as dust and threw the 

dust into a stream that flowed down the mountain. 
22 

You also made the LORD angry at Taberah, at Massah and at Kibroth Hattaavah. 
23 

And when the LORD sent you out from Kadesh Barnea, He said, “Go up and take possession of the land 

I have given you.” But you rebelled against the command of the LORD your God. You did not trust Him or 

obey Him. 
24 

You have been rebellious against the LORD ever since I have known you. 
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25 
I lay prostrate before the LORD those forty days and forty nights because the LORD had said He would 

destroy you. 
26 

I prayed to the LORD and said, “Sovereign LORD, do not destroy your people, your own 

inheritance that You redeemed by Your great power and brought out of Egypt with a mighty 

hand. 
27 

Remember Your servants Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Overlook the stubbornness of this people, 

their wickedness and their sin. 
28 

Otherwise, the country from which You brought us will say, ‘Because 

the LORD was not able to take them into the land He had promised them, and because He hated them, He 

brought them out to put them to death in the wilderness.’ 
29 

But they are your people, Your 

inheritance that You brought out by Your great power and your outstretched arm.” 

 

 

1. How does Moses demonstrate his understanding of the heart and plans of God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Express to God your sorrow for ways that you have doubted and disobeyed God. Tell the LORD how 

you feel about what you have put God through and how you have abused His grace. Commit to work 

with God’s help to joyfully obey God more consistently in your life. You could write that prayer here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Who do you know that is living far from God and suffering because of their stubbornness? Pray with 

the passion of Moses for their salvation. 
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Friday February 14  Deuteronomy 29 Life Worth Living 

 

29 These are the terms of the covenant the LORD commanded Moses to make with the Israelites in 

Moab, in addition to the covenant He had made with them at Horeb. 
2 

Moses summoned all the Israelites 

and said to them: Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to 

all his land. 
3 

With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those signs and great wonders. 
4 

But to this 

day the LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear. 
5 
Yet 

the LORD says, “During the forty years that I led you through the wilderness, your clothes did not wear 

out, nor did the sandals on your feet. 
6 
You ate no bread and drank no wine or other fermented drink. I did 

this so that you might know that I am the LORD your God.” 
7 

When you reached this place, Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan came out to fight against 

us, but we defeated them. 
8 

We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites 

and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 
9 

Carefully follow the terms of this covenant, so that you may prosper in everything you do. 
10 

All of you 

are standing today in the presence of the LORD your God—your leaders and chief men, your elders and 

officials, and all the other men of Israel, 
11 

together with your children and your wives, and the foreigners 

living in your camps who chop your wood and carry your water. 
12 

You are standing here in order to 

enter into a covenant with the LORD your God, a covenant the LORD is making with you this day and 

sealing with an oath, 
13 

to confirm you this day as His people, that He may be your God as He promised 

you and as He swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
14 

I am making this covenant, with its 

oath, not only with you 
15 

who are standing here with us today in the presence of the LORD our God but 

also with those who are not here today. 
16 

You yourselves know how we lived in Egypt and how we passed through the countries on the way 

here. 
17 

You saw among them their detestable images and idols of wood and stone, of silver and 

gold. 
18 

Make sure there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today whose heart turns away from 

the LORD our God to go and worship the gods of those nations; make sure there is no root among you that 

produces such bitter poison. 
19 

When such a person hears the words of this oath and they invoke a blessing on themselves, thinking, “I 

will be safe, even though I persist in going my own way,” they will bring disaster on the watered land as 

well as the dry. 
20 

The LORD will never be willing to forgive them; His wrath and zeal will burn against 

them. All the curses written in this book will fall on them, and the LORD will blot out their names from 

under heaven. 
21 

The LORD will single them out from all the tribes of Israel for disaster, according to all 

the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. 
22 

Your children who follow you in later generations and foreigners who come from distant lands will see 

the calamities that have fallen on the land and the diseases with which the LORD has afflicted it. 
23 

The 

whole land will be a burning waste of salt and sulfur—nothing planted, nothing sprouting, no vegetation 

growing on it. It will be like the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboyim, which 

the LORD overthrew in fierce anger. 
24 

All the nations will ask: “Why has the LORD done this to this 

land? Why this fierce, burning anger?” 
25 

And the answer will be: “It is because this people abandoned the covenant of the LORD, the God of their 

ancestors, the covenant He made with them when He brought them out of Egypt. 
26 

They went off and 

worshiped other gods and bowed down to them, gods they did not know, gods He had not given 

them. 
27 

Therefore the LORD’s anger burned against this land, so that He brought on it all the curses 

written in this book. 
28 

In furious anger and in great wrath the LORD uprooted them from their land and 

thrust them into another land, as it is now.” 
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29 
The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children 

forever, that we may follow all the words of this law. 

 

1. What reasons did Moses give the people to encourage them to obey God in their covenant with Him 

(verses 1-15)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What reasons does God give you through verses 1-15 to obey God in your covenant with Him? Thank 

the Lord for these powerful motivations to follow Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Considering all that God has done and promised to do for His people, why could they be tempted to 

ignore God and follow the way of life of the nations around them (verses 16-29)? Considering God’s 

warnings of what will happen to them if they stop following God to follow the world’s ways, why 

would they end up doing just that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Discuss with God how well are you doing at resisting the world’s ways to follow God. Be honest with 

Him about why you wander from Him. Tell Him how you feel about this and what you will do with 

His enabling power to change. You could write that prayer here. 
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Saturday February 15 Deuteronomy 30 Life Worth Living 

 

30 When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them to heart 

wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, 
2 

and when you and your children 

return to the LORD your God and obey Him with all your heart and with all your soul according to 

everything I command you today, 
3 

then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes and have 

compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where He scattered you. 
4 

Even if you have 

been banished to the most distant land under the heavens, from there the LORD your God will gather you 

and bring you back. 
5 

He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you will take 

possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and numerous than your ancestors. 
6 

The LORD your 

God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love Him with all 

your heart and with all your soul, and live. 
7 

The LORD your God will put all these curses on your enemies 

who hate and persecute you. 
8 
You will again obey the LORD and follow all His commands I am giving you 

today. 
9 

Then the LORD your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your hands and in the 

fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The LORD will again delight in 

you and make you prosperous, just as He delighted in your ancestors, 
10 

if you obey the LORD your God 

and keep His commands and decrees that are written in this Book of the Law and turn to the LORD your 

God with all your heart and with all your soul. 
11 

Now what I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you or beyond your reach. 
12 

It is not up in 

heaven, so that you have to ask, “Who will ascend into heaven to get it and proclaim it to us so we may 

obey it?” 
13 

Nor is it beyond the sea, so that you have to ask, “Who will cross the sea to get it and 

proclaim it to us so we may obey it?” 
14 

No, the word is very near you; it is in your mouth and in your 

heart so you may obey it. 
15 

See, I set before you today life and prosperity, death and destruction. 
16 

For I command you today to 

love the LORD your God, to walk in obedience to Him, and to keep His commands, decrees and laws; then 

you will live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess. 
17 

But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, and if you are drawn away to bow down to other 

gods and worship them, 
18 

I declare to you this day that you will certainly be destroyed. You will not live 

long in the land you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess. 
19 

This day I call the heavens and the earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and 

death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live 
20 

and that you may 

love the LORD your God, listen to His voice, and hold fast to Him. For the LORD is your life, and He will 

give you many years in the land He swore to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

 

1. In the passage God repeatedly promises blessing, prosperity, and life. What do you think that this 

means in practical terms? 

 

 

 

 

2. What do we need to do in order to receive this blessing, prosperity, and life from God? What would it 

look like to do these things in everyday life? 
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3. Take time to genuinely pray this prayer that is made up from key ideas in this passage. Meditate on 

each line as you pray them. 

 

 

LORD, help me to take to heart the blessings that come from obeying You and the curses that come 

from disobeying You (verse 1). 

 

Lead me and my children to return to You and to obey You with all our heart and with all our soul 

according to everything You command us (verse 2). 

 

Thank You, LORD, that You promise to restore our spiritual fortunes, to have compassion on us and 

to gather us close to You when we are open to following You (verse 3). 

 

When we wander from You, please draw us back (verse 4). 

 

LORD, circumcise my heart and the hearts of my family so that we may love You with all our heart 

and with all our soul, and truly live (verse 6).  

 

Help us to obey You as LORD and follow all Your commands so that You will make us spiritually 

prosperous in all our work (verse 8). 

 

Help us to delight in You as You delight in us (verse 9). 

 

Grant me Your spiritual prosperity as I obey You and keep Your commands and decrees that are 

written in Your Book. Enable me to turn to You, LORD, with all my heart and with all my soul. 

 

Help me to choose life and prosperity by loving You, my LORD and God. Enable me to walk in 

obedience to You and keep Your commands so that I can live in Your blessing (verses 15-16). 

 

Lead me to choose to live life Your way so that my family can receive Your blessing (verse 19). 

 

LORD, help me to love You, to listen to Your voice, and to hold fast to You since You are my life 

(verse 20). 
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Sunday February 16  Deuteronomy 31 Life Worth Living 

 

31 Then Moses went out and spoke these words to all Israel: 
2 

“I am now a hundred and twenty years 

old and I am no longer able to lead you. The LORD has said to me, ‘You shall not cross the 

Jordan.’ 
3 

The LORD your God Himself will cross over ahead of you. He will destroy these nations before 

you, and you will take possession of their land. Joshua also will cross over ahead of you, as 

the LORD said. 
4 

And the LORD will do to them what He did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the Amorites, 

whom He destroyed along with their land. 
5 

The LORD will deliver them to you, and you must do to them 

all that I have commanded you. 
6 

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of 

them, for the LORD your God goes with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
7 

Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, “Be strong and courageous, 

for you must go with this people into the land that the LORD swore to their ancestors to give them, and you 

must divide it among them as their inheritance. 
8 
The LORD Himself goes before you and will be with 

you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 
9 

So Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the Levitical priests, who carried the ark of the covenant of 

the LORD, and to all the elders of Israel. 
10 

Then Moses commanded them: “At the end of every seven 

years, in the year for canceling debts, during the Festival of Tabernacles, 
11 

when all Israel comes to 

appear before the LORD your God at the place He will choose, you shall read this law before them in their 

hearing. 
12 

Assemble the people—men, women and children, and the foreigners residing in your towns—

so they can listen and learn to fear the LORD your God and follow carefully all the words of this 

law. 
13 

Their children, who do not know this law, must hear it and learn to fear the LORD your God as 

long as you live in the land you are crossing the Jordan to possess.” 
14 

The LORD said to Moses, “Now the day of your death is near. Call Joshua and present yourselves at the 

tent of meeting, where I will commission him.” So Moses and Joshua came and presented themselves at 

the tent of meeting. 
15 

Then the LORD appeared at the tent in a pillar of cloud, and the cloud stood over the entrance to the 

tent. 
16 

And the LORD said to Moses: “You are going to rest with your ancestors, and these people will soon 

prostitute themselves to the foreign gods of the land they are entering. They will forsake Me and break the 

covenant I made with them. 
17 

And in that day I will become angry with them and forsake them; I will 

hide My face from them, and they will be destroyed. Many disasters and calamities will come on them, and 

in that day they will ask, ‘Have not these disasters come on us because our God is not with us?’ 
18 

And I 

will certainly hide My face in that day because of all their wickedness in turning to other gods. 
19 

“Now write down this song and teach it to the Israelites and have them sing it, so that it may be a 

witness for Me against them. 
20 

When I have brought them into the land flowing with milk and honey, the 

land I promised on oath to their ancestors, and when they eat their fill and thrive, they will turn to other 

gods and worship them, rejecting Me and breaking My covenant. 
21 

And when many disasters and 

calamities come on them, this song will testify against them, because it will not be forgotten by their 

descendants. I know what they are disposed to do, even before I bring them into the land I promised them 

on oath.” 
22 

So Moses wrote down this song that day and taught it to the Israelites. 
23 

The LORD gave this command to Joshua son of Nun: “Be strong and courageous, for you will bring the 

Israelites into the land I promised them on oath, and I Myself will be with you.” 
24 

After Moses finished writing in a book the words of this law from beginning to end, 
25 

he gave this 

command to the Levites who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD: 
26 

“Take this Book of the Law and 

place it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God. There it will remain as a witness against 

you. 
27 

For I know how rebellious and stiff-necked you are. If you have been rebellious against 

the LORD while I am still alive and with you, how much more will you rebel after I die! 
28 

Assemble before me 
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all the elders of your tribes and all your officials, so that I can speak these words in their hearing and call 

the heavens and the earth to testify against them. 
29 

For I know that after my death you are sure to become 

utterly corrupt and to turn from the way I have commanded you. In days to come, disaster will fall on you 

because you will do evil in the sight of the LORD and arouse His anger by what your hands have made.” 

 

 

1. Where will Israel get the strength and courage to go on without Moses (verses 1-8)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What challenges do you face today? How do verses 1-8 encourage you with these challenges? Pray to 

the LORD about your challenges drawing upon the encouragement that the LORD gives you through 

verses 1-8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How does the LORD want us to handle His Word, the Bible (verses 9-13)? How well are you doing at 

this personally? How well are you helping your family to understand and apply God’s Word? Talk 

with the Lord about how He wants you to improve at this and ask for His help to act on your plans to 

improve. You could write your prayer here. 
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Monday February 17 Joshua 1 The Key To Victory 

 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 

aide: 
2 

“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan 

River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 
3 

I will give you every place where you 

set your foot, as I promised Moses. 
4 

Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the 

great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 
5 

No one will be 

able to stand against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never 

leave you nor forsake you. 
6 

Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the 

land I swore to their ancestors to give them. 
7 

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from 

it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful wherever you go. 
8 

Keep this Book of the Law always 

on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you 

will be prosperous and successful. 
9 

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 
10 

So Joshua ordered the officers of the people: 
11 

“Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your 

provisions ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take possession of the 

land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.’” 
12 

But to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 
13 

“Remember the 

command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you after he said, ‘The LORD your God will give you 

rest by giving you this land.’ 
14 

Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in the land that Moses 

gave you east of the Jordan, but all your fighting men, ready for battle, must cross over ahead of your fellow 

Israelites. You are to help them 
15 

until the LORD gives them rest, as He has done for you, and until they too 

have taken possession of the land the LORD your God is giving them. After that, you may go back and occupy 

your own land, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you east of the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 
16 

Then they answered Joshua, “Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us 

we will go. 
17 

Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with 

you as He was with Moses. 
18 

Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey it, whatever you may 

command them, will be put to death. Only be strong and courageous!” 

 

 

The LORD calls and encourages Joshua to lead His people. Imagine trying to fill the shoes of a great 

leader like Moses. Now that it was his turn to lead, Joshua (Moses’ aide) needed to know if the people 

would follow him and if the Lord would help him as He had helped Moses. 

 

Note: In verse 6, “inherit” underlines that taking possession of the promised inheritance is a major theme 

of the book of Joshua. Israel, as God’s people, has a right to the land (the promised inheritance) not 

because it deserved it, but because the God who owns the land has chosen to give it to the people that He 

has chosen to belong to Him. On a physical level, Israel’s inheritance is the land. On a spiritual level, 

Israel’s inheritance is the LORD, and each person has a “share” in Him (Joshua 22:25).  

Israel’s inheritance is the Kingdom of God, which is physically the land and a political nation governed 

by God. The Christian’s inheritance is the Kingdom of God, meaning that we share in the blessings of the 

Kingdom life now as we submit to the rule of King Jesus. His subjects already live in His Kingdom, yet 

they await the full presence of His Kingdom in heaven. 
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1. What promises does the LORD make to Joshua in verses 1-9? If you were Joshua, how would these 

promises affect you? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What commands does the LORD give Joshua in verses 1-9? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Explain in your own words what “prosperity” and “successful” mean in verse 8. What is the key to 

being prosperous and successful (verse 8)? How does this key lead to prosperity and success? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What challenging task do you face today? What does God’s prosperity and success look like in this 

challenging situation? Thank the LORD for His promises in these verses that encourage you to take 

on this challenging task. Talk with the LORD about how you will act on God’s commands in these 

verses so that He can bless you. You can write your prayer here. 
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Tuesday February 18  Joshua 2 The Key To Victory 

 

Rahab demonstrates life-changing faith. 

 

2 Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from Shittim. “Go, look over the land,” he said, 

“especially Jericho.” So they went and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab and stayed there. 
2 

The king of Jericho was told, “Look, some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the 

land.” 
3 
So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: “Bring out the men who came to you and 

entered your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land.” 
4 

But the woman had taken the two men and hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did 

not know where they had come from. 
5 

At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, they left. I don’t 

know which way they went. Go after them quickly. You may catch up with them.” 
6 

(But she had taken 

them up to the roof and hidden them under the stalks of flax she had laid out on the roof.) 
7 

So the men set 

out in pursuit of the spies on the road that leads to the fords of the Jordan, and as soon as the 

pursuers had gone out, the gate was shut. 
8 

Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 
9 

and said to them, “I know that 

the LORD has given you this land and that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this 

country are melting in fear because of you. 
10 

We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red 

Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 

Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 
11 

When we heard of it, our hearts melted in 

fear and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on 

the earth below. 
12 

“Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have 

shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 
13 

that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my 

brothers and sisters, and all who belong to them—and that you will save us from death.” 
14 

“Our lives for your lives!” the men assured her. “If you don’t tell what we are doing, we will treat you 

kindly and faithfully when the LORD gives us the land.” 
15 

So she let them down by a rope through the window, for the house she lived in was part of the city 

wall. 
16 

She said to them, “Go to the hills so the pursuers will not find you. Hide yourselves there three 

days until they return, and then go on your way.” 
17 

Now the men had said to her, “This oath you made us swear will not be binding on us 
18 

unless, when 

we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window through which you let us down, and 

unless you have brought your father and mother, your brothers and all your family into your house. 
19 

If 

any of them go outside your house into the street, their blood will be on their own heads; we will not be 

responsible. As for those who are in the house with you, their blood will be on our head if a hand is laid 

on them. 
20 

But if you tell what we are doing, we will be released from the oath you made us swear.” 
21 

“Agreed,” she replied. “Let it be as you say.”  

So she sent them away, and they departed. And she tied the scarlet cord in the window. 
22 

When they left, 

they went into the hills and stayed there three days, until the pursuers had searched all along the road 

and returned without finding them. 
23 

Then the two men started back. They went down out of the hills, 

forded the river and came to Joshua son of Nun and told him everything that had happened to 

them. 
24 

They said to Joshua, “The LORD has surely given the whole land into our hands; all the people 

are melting in fear because of us.” 
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1. What was Rahab’s “faith”? What did she believe about the LORD, and why (verses 8-11)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Summarize all the actions and risks that Rahab took in this chapter because of her faith: 

 

Verses 4-6 

 

 

 

 

 

Verses 12-16 

 

 

 

 

 

Verses 17-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How is her risk-taking related to her faith? Why must a genuine faith express itself in action? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What actions have you taken recently as a direct result of your faith in Christ? Praise the LORD for 

His faithfulness that encouraged you to do this. You could record your praise here. 
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Wednesday February 19  Joshua 6 The Key To Victory 

 

6 Now the gates of Jericho were securely barred because of the Israelites. No one went out and no one 

came in. 
2 

Then the LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its 

fighting men. 
3 

March around the city once with all the armed men. Do this for six days. 
4 

Have seven 

priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark. On the seventh day, march around the city seven 

times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 
5 

When you hear them sound a long blast on the trumpets, 

have the whole army give a loud shout; then the wall of the city will collapse and the army will go up, 

everyone straight in.” 
6 

So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of 

the LORD and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” 
7 
And he ordered the army, “Advance! 

March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the LORD.” 
8 

When Joshua had spoken to the people, the seven priests carrying the seven trumpets before 

the LORD went forward, blowing their trumpets, and the ark of the LORD’s covenant followed them. 
9 

The 

armed guard marched ahead of the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard followed the ark. 

All this time the trumpets were sounding. 
10 

But Joshua had commanded the army, “Do not give a war 

cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!” 
11 

So he had 

the ark of the LORD carried around the city, circling it once. Then the army returned to camp and spent 

the night there. 
12 

Joshua got up early the next morning and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 
13 

The seven priests 

carrying the seven trumpets went forward, marching before the ark of the LORD and blowing the trumpets. 

The armed men went ahead of them and the rear guard followed the ark of the LORD, while the trumpets 

kept sounding. 
14 

So on the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. They 

did this for six days. 
15 

On the seventh day, they got up at daybreak and marched around the city seven times in the same 

manner, except that on that day they circled the city seven times. 
16 

The seventh time around, when the 

priests sounded the trumpet blast, Joshua commanded the army, “Shout! For the LORD has given you the 

city! 
17 

The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the LORD. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who 

are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. 
18 

But keep away from the 

devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise 

you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. 
19 

All the silver and gold 

and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the LORD and must go into his treasury.” 
20 

When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a 

loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city. 
21 

They devoted the 

city to the LORD and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and old, 

cattle, sheep and donkeys. 
22 

Joshua said to the two men who had spied out the land, “Go into the prostitute’s house and bring her 

out and all who belong to her, in accordance with your oath to her.” 
23 

So the young men who had done 

the spying went in and brought out Rahab, her father and mother, her brothers and sisters and all who 

belonged to her. They brought out her entire family and put them in a place outside the camp of Israel. 
24 

Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they put the silver and gold and the articles of 

bronze and iron into the treasury of the LORD’s house. 
25 

But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, with her 

family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she 

lives among the Israelites to this day. 
27 

So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout the land. 
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1. List the symbolic aspects of the LORD’s instructions for the conquest of Jericho and the significance 

of each (6:1-5)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What lessons was the LORD teaching the Israelites during their seven days of marching? What facts 

make it clear that this was God’s victory? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How is our spiritual warfare today similar to and different from Israel’s conquest of Jericho? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Who is in charge of your life’s battles? What orders does your Commander give you and what does it 

mean to obey those orders? Do you expect God to be on your side or are you doing all you can to be 

on His side? Pray about this and ask the LORD to help you change if necessary. 
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Thursday February 20  Joshua 7 The Key To Victory 

 

Achan’s sin helps us to see the seriousness of our own sin. 

 

7 But the Israelites were unfaithful in regard to the devoted things; Achan son of Karmi, the son of Zimri, the 

son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took some of them. So the LORD’s anger burned against Israel. 
2 

Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is near Beth Aven to the east of Bethel, and told them, 

“Go up and spy out the region.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 
3 

When they returned to Joshua, they said, “Not all the army will have to go up against Ai. Send two or 

three thousand men to take it and do not weary the whole army, for only a few people live there.” 
4 

So 

about three thousand went up; but they were routed by the men of Ai, 
5 

who killed about thirty-six of them. 

They chased the Israelites from the city gate as far as the stone quarries and struck them down on the 

slopes. At this the hearts of the people melted in fear and became like water. 
6 

Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining 

there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 
7 

And Joshua said, 

“Alas, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands 

of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the 

Jordan! 
8 

Pardon your servant, Lord. What can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its 

enemies? 
9 

The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and they will surround 

us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?” 
10 

The LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 
11 

Israel has sinned; they 

have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devoted things; 

they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own possessions. 
12 

That is why the Israelites 

cannot stand against their enemies; they turn their backs and run because they have been made liable to 

destruction. I will not be with you anymore unless you destroy whatever among you is devoted to destruction. 
13 

“Go, consecrate the people. Tell them, ‘Consecrate yourselves in preparation for tomorrow; for this is 

what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: There are devoted things among you, Israel. You cannot stand 

against your enemies until you remove them. 
14 

“‘In the morning, present yourselves tribe by tribe. The tribe the LORD chooses shall come forward clan 

by clan; the clan the LORD chooses shall come forward family by family; and the family the LORD chooses 

shall come forward man by man. 
15 

Whoever is caught with the devoted things shall be destroyed by 

fire, along with all that belongs to him. He has violated the covenant of the LORD and has done an 

outrageous thing in Israel!’” 
16 

Early the next morning Joshua had Israel come forward by tribes, and Judah was chosen. 
17 

The clans 

of Judah came forward, and the Zerahites were chosen. He had the clan of the Zerahites come forward by 

families, and Zimri was chosen. 
18 

Joshua had his family come forward man by man, and Achan son of 

Karmi, the son of Zimri, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was chosen. 
19 

Then Joshua said to Achan, “My son, give glory to the LORD, the God of Israel, and honor Him. Tell me 

what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 
20 

Achan replied, “It is true! I have sinned against the LORD, the God of Israel. This is what I have 

done: 
21 

When I saw in the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver and a 

bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They are hidden in the ground inside my 

tent, with the silver underneath.” 
22 

So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent, and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver 

underneath. 
23 

They took the things from the tent, brought them to Joshua and all the Israelites and spread 

them out before the LORD. 
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24 
Then Joshua, together with all Israel, took Achan son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his 

sons and daughters, his cattle, donkeys and sheep, his tent and all that he had, to the Valley of 

Achor. 
25 

Joshua said, “Why have you brought this trouble on us? The LORD will bring trouble on you today.” 

Then all Israel stoned him, and after they had stoned the rest, they burned them. 
26 

Over Achan they 

heaped up a large pile of rocks, which remains to this day. Then the LORD turned from his fierce 

anger. Therefore that place has been called the Valley of Achor ever since. 

 

 

1. What are Joshua’s concerns after this defeat (verses 6-9)? How do God’s concerns differ from 

Joshua’s (verses 10-15)? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Joshua urged Achan to “give glory to the LORD” by admitting his crime (verse 19). How does honest 

confession glorify God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. God says, “Israel has sinned; they have violated My covenant…they have stolen, they have lied…they 

have been made liable to destruction” (verses 11-12). Many died because of one man’s sin (22:20). 

Why do you think that God held all Israel accountable for one man’s deed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  How should this passage affect the way that we deal with our own temptation and sin? How should it 

affect the way that we deal with the sins of others? Pray to the LORD about how you will act upon this. 

You could record your prayer here. 
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Friday February 21   Joshua 8  The Key To Victory 

 

8 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged. Take the whole army with 

you, and go up and attack Ai. For I have delivered into your hands the king of Ai, his people, his city and 

his land. 
2 
You shall do to Ai and its king as you did to Jericho and its king, except that you may carry off 

their plunder and livestock for yourselves. Set an ambush behind the city.” 
3 

So Joshua and the whole army moved out to attack Ai. He chose thirty thousand of his best fighting men 

and sent them out at night 
4 
with these orders: “Listen carefully. You are to set an ambush behind the city. 

Don’t go very far from it. All of you be on the alert. 
5 

I and all those with me will advance on the city, and 

when the men come out against us, as they did before, we will flee from them. 
6 

They will pursue us until 

we have lured them away from the city, for they will say, ‘They are running away from us as they did 

before.’ So when we flee from them, 
7 

you are to rise up from ambush and take the city. The LORD your 

God will give it into your hand. 
8 

When you have taken the city, set it on fire. Do what the LORD has 

commanded. See to it; you have my orders.” 
9 

Then Joshua sent them off, and they went to the place of ambush and lay in wait between Bethel and Ai, 

to the west of Ai—but Joshua spent that night with the people. 
10 

Early the next morning Joshua mustered his army, and he and the leaders of Israel marched before 

them to Ai. 
11 

The entire force that was with him marched up and approached the city and arrived in front 

of it. They set up camp north of Ai, with the valley between them and the city. 
12 

Joshua had taken about 

five thousand men and set them in ambush between Bethel and Ai, to the west of the city. 
13 

So the soldiers 

took up their positions—with the main camp to the north of the city and the ambush to the west of it. That 

night Joshua went into the valley. 
14 

When the king of Ai saw this, he and all the men of the city hurried out early in the morning to meet 

Israel in battle at a certain place overlooking the Arabah. But he did not know that an ambush had been 

set against him behind the city. 
15 

Joshua and all Israel let themselves be driven back before them, and 

they fled toward the wilderness. 
16 

All the men of Ai were called to pursue them, and they pursued Joshua 

and were lured away from the city. 
17 

Not a man remained in Ai or Bethel who did not go after Israel. 

They left the city open and went in pursuit of Israel. 
18 

Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Hold out toward Ai the javelin that is in your hand, for into your hand I 

will deliver the city.” So Joshua held out toward the city the javelin that was in his hand. 
19 

As soon as he 

did this, the men in the ambush rose quickly from their position and rushed forward. They entered the city 

and captured it and quickly set it on fire. 
20 

The men of Ai looked back and saw the smoke of the city rising up into the sky, but they had no chance 

to escape in any direction; the Israelites who had been fleeing toward the wilderness had turned back 

against their pursuers. 
21 

For when Joshua and all Israel saw that the ambush had taken the city and that 

smoke was going up from it, they turned around and attacked the men of Ai. 
22 

Those in the ambush also 

came out of the city against them, so that they were caught in the middle, with Israelites on both sides. 

Israel cut them down, leaving them neither survivors nor fugitives. 
23 

But they took the king of Ai alive and 

brought him to Joshua. 
24 

When Israel had finished killing all the men of Ai in the fields and in the wilderness where they had 

chased them, and when every one of them had been put to the sword, all the Israelites returned to Ai and 

killed those who were in it. 
25 

Twelve thousand men and women fell that day—all the people of Ai 
28 

So Joshua burned Ai and made it a permanent heap of ruins, a desolate place to this day 
30 

Then Joshua 

built on Mount Ebal an altar to the LORD, the God of Israel, 
31 

as Moses the servant of the LORD had 

commanded the Israelites. He built it according to what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses—an 

altar of uncut stones, on which no iron tool had been used. On it they offered to the LORD burnt offerings 
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and sacrificed fellowship offerings. 
32 

There, in the presence of the Israelites, Joshua wrote on stones a 

copy of the law of Moses. 
33 

All the Israelites, with their elders, officials and judges, were standing on 

both sides of the ark of the covenant of the LORD, facing the Levitical priests who carried it. 
34 

Afterward, 

Joshua read all the words of the law—the blessings and the curses—just as it is written in the Book of the 

Law. 
35 

There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did not read to the whole 

assembly of Israel, including the women and children, and the foreigners who lived among them. 

 

1. What role do each of the following play in the defeat of Ai? 

 

 The LORD (verses 1-2, 7-8, 18-19). 

 

 

 

 

 Joshua (verses 3-18, 26-29). 

 

 

 

 All Israel (verses 3-15, 19-27). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why did Joshua build the altar on Mount Ebal (verses 30-31)? What impact would the reading of the 

law have had on the Israelites (verses 32-35)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Thank God for the specific ways that He gives you victories in your battles to possess your 

inheritance. Praise God for helping you to oust His spiritual enemies from your life. How does reading 

and applying God’s word regularly help you in to have more victory in your battles? 
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Saturday February 22  Joshua 10, 11  The Key To Victory 

 

Joshua 10 

10 Now Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had taken Ai and totally destroyed
]
 it, doing to 

Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and that the people of Gibeon had made a treaty of 

peace with Israel and had become their allies. 
2 

He and his people were very much alarmed at this, 

because Gibeon was an important city, like one of the royal cities; it was larger than Ai, and all its men 

were good fighters. 
3 

So Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem appealed to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king 

of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish and Debir king of Eglon. 
4 

“Come up and help me attack Gibeon,” he 

said, “because it has made peace with Joshua and the Israelites.” 
5 

Then the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish and Eglon—

joined forces. They moved up with all their troops and took up positions against Gibeon and attacked it. 
6 

The Gibeonites then sent word to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal: “Do not abandon your servants. Come 

up to us quickly and save us! Help us, because all the Amorite kings from the hill country have joined 

forces against us.” 
7 

Joshua marched up from Gilgal with his entire army, including all the best fighting men. 
8 
The LORD said to 

Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them; I have given them into your hand. None of them can withstand you.” 
9 

After an all-night march from Gilgal, Joshua took them by surprise. 
10 

The LORD threw them into 

confusion before Israel, so Joshua and the Israelites defeated them completely at Gibeon. Israel pursued 

them along the road going up to Beth Horon and cut them down all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 
11 

As 

they fled before Israel on the road down from Beth Horon to Azekah, the LORD hurled large hailstones down 

on them, and more of them died from the hail than were killed by the swords of the Israelites. 
12 

On the day the LORD gave the Amorites over to Israel, Joshua said to the LORD in the presence of Israel: 

“Sun, stand still over Gibeon, and you, moon, over the Valley of Aijalon.”  
13 

So the sun stood still, and the 

moon stopped, till the nation avenged itself on its enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashar. The sun 

stopped in the middle of the sky and delayed going down about a full day. 
14 

There has never been a day like 

it before or since, a day when the LORD listened to a human being. Surely the LORD was fighting for Israel! 
15 

Then Joshua returned with all Israel to the camp at Gilgal. 
16 

Now the five kings had fled and hidden in the cave at Makkedah. 
17 

When Joshua was told that the five 

kings had been found hiding in the cave at Makkedah, 
18 

he said, “Roll large rocks up to the mouth of the 

cave, and post some men there to guard it. 
19 

But don’t stop; pursue your enemies! Attack them from the 

rear and don’t let them reach their cities, for the LORD your God has given them into your hand.” 
20 

So Joshua and the Israelites defeated them completely, but a few survivors managed to reach their 

fortified cities. 
21 

The whole army then returned safely to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah, and no one 

uttered a word against the Israelites. 
40 

So Joshua subdued the whole region, including the hill country, the Negev, the western foothills and the 

mountain slopes, together with all their kings. He left no survivors. He totally destroyed all who breathed, 

just as the LORD, the God of Israel, had commanded. 
41 

Joshua subdued them from Kadesh Barnea to 

Gaza and from the whole region of Goshen to Gibeon. 
42 

All these kings and their lands Joshua conquered 

in one campaign, because the LORD, the God of Israel, fought for Israel. 

 

Joshua 11 

11 When Jabin king of Hazor heard of this, he sent word to Jobab king of Madon, to the kings of 

Shimron and Akshaph, 
2 
and to the northern kings who were in the mountains, in the Arabah south of 

Kinnereth, in the western foothills and in Naphoth Dor on the west; 
3 

to the Canaanites in the east and 

west; to the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites and Jebusites in the hill country; and to the Hivites below 
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Hermon in the region of Mizpah. 
4 

They came out with all their troops and a large number of horses and 

chariots—a huge army, as numerous as the sand on the seashore. 
5 

All these kings joined forces and made 

camp together at the Waters of Merom to fight against Israel. 
6 

The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them, because by this time tomorrow I will hand all of 

them, slain, over to Israel. You are to hamstring their horses and burn their chariots.” 
7 

So Joshua and his whole army came against them suddenly at the Waters of Merom and attacked 

them, 
8 

and the LORD gave them into the hand of Israel.  
12 

Joshua took all these royal cities and their kings and put them to the sword. He totally destroyed them, 

as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded. 
13 

Yet Israel did not burn any of the cities built on their 

mounds—except Hazor, which Joshua burned. 
14 

The Israelites carried off for themselves all the plunder 

and livestock of these cities, but all the people they put to the sword until they completely destroyed them, 

not sparing anyone that breathed. 
15 

As the LORD commanded his servant Moses, so Moses commanded 

Joshua, and Joshua did it; he left nothing undone of all that the LORD commanded Moses. 
23 

So Joshua took the entire land, just as the LORD had directed Moses, and he gave it as an inheritance to 

Israel according to their tribal divisions. Then the land had rest from war. 

 

1. What part did each of the following play in the victory over the southern coalition in Joshua 10? 

 

 The LORD (Joshua 10:8, 10-14). 

 

 

 Joshua (Joshua 10:7-12, 17-28). 

 

 

 All Israel (Joshua 10:7-10, 18-21, 28). 

 

 

 

2. According to Joshua 11, why were Joshua and the Israelites successful in their conquest of the 

promised land, in spite of overwhelming odds against them (verses 6-8, 12-15, 23)? 

 

 

 

3. Think about a battle for God’s kingdom in which you are engaged. Who or what are you fighting 

against? How have you sensed that the LORD is fighting for you? Thank God for His involvement. 

 

 

 

 

4. Are you doing your part in God’s warfare as thoroughly as Israel did under Joshua? Talk with God 

about what your part is. Ask Him for His power and wisdom to do your job. 
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Sunday February 23  Joshua 23,  24 The Key To Victory 

 

Joshua 23 

23 After a long time had passed and the LORD had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them, 

Joshua, by then a very old man, 
2 

summoned all Israel—their elders, leaders, judges and officials—and 

said to them: “I am very old. 
3 
You yourselves have seen everything the LORD your God has done to all 

these nations for your sake; it was the LORD your God who fought for you. 
4 

Remember how I have 

allotted as an inheritance for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain—the nations I 

conquered—between the Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 
5 

The LORD your God himself will 

push them out for your sake. He will drive them out before you, and you will take possession of their land, 

as the LORD your God promised you. 
6 

“Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning 

aside to the right or to the left. 
7 

Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not 

invoke the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 
8 

But you 

are to hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have until now. 
9 

“The LORD has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able to 

withstand you. 
10 

One of you routs a thousand, because the LORD your God fights for you, just as He 

promised. 
11 

So be very careful to love the LORD your God. 
12 

“But if you turn away and ally yourselves with the survivors of these nations that remain among you and if 

you intermarry with them and associate with them, 
13 

then you may be sure that the LORD your God will no 

longer drive out these nations before you. Instead, they will become snares and traps for you, whips on your 

backs and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land, which the LORD your God has given you. 
14 

“Now I am about to go the way of all the earth. You know with all your heart and soul that not one of 

all the good promises the LORD your God gave you has failed. Every promise has been fulfilled; not one 

has failed. 
15 

But just as all the good things the LORD your God has promised you have come to you, so He 

will bring on you all the evil things He has threatened, until the LORD your God has destroyed you from 

this good land He has given you. 
16 

If you violate the covenant of the LORD your God, which He 

commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the LORD’s anger will burn against 

you, and you will quickly perish from the good land He has given you.” 

 

Joshua 24 

24 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges 

and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 
2 

Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, 

including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other 

gods. 
3 

But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout 

Canaan and gave him many descendants. 
5 

“‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians 

by what I did there, and I brought you out. 
6 

When I brought your people out of Egypt, you came to the 

sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 
7 

But they cried to 

the LORD for help, and He put darkness between you and the Egyptians; He brought the sea over them 

and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in the 

wilderness for a long time. 
11 

“‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. 
13 

So I gave you a 

land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards 

and olive groves that you did not plant.’ 
14 

“Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors 

worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 
15 

But if serving the LORD seems 
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undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 

ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as 

for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.” 
16 

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 
17 

It was 

the LORD our God Himself who brought us and our parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and 

performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and among all the 

nations through which we traveled. 
18 

And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the 

Amorites, who lived in the land. We too will serve the LORD, because He is our God.” 
19 

Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; He is a jealous 

God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 
20 

If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, 

He will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after He has been good to you.” 
21 

But the people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the LORD.” 
22 

Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD.” 

“Yes, we are witnesses,” they replied. 
23 

“Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to 

the LORD, the God of Israel.” 
24 

And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the LORD our God and obey Him.” 
25 

On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them 

decrees and laws. 
26 

And Joshua recorded these things in the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a 

large stone and set it up there under the oak near the holy place of the LORD. 
27 

“See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness against us. It has heard all the words 

the LORD has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are untrue to your God.” 

 

1. How would Joshua’s words in Joshua 23:14-16 have helped the leaders understand God better? How do 

these words help you in your relationship with God and in your life? Express your gratitude to God for this. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What did Joshua ask the people to do in response to all that God had done for them (Joshua 24:14-

15)? What did Joshua plan to do himself? 

 

 

 

 

3. How do the people respond to Joshua’s challenge (Joshua 24:19-24)? Why does Joshua doubt their 

response? What is the lesson there for you about who God is and how you should relate with God? 

 

 

 

4. Ask God to show you your level of commitment to serving God and how you show that. Pray to the 

LORD renewing your commitment to serve Him and telling Him how you will do that. 
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Monday February 24 Judges 2 Bouncing Back 

 

2 The angel of the LORD went up from Gilgal to Bokim and said, “I brought you up out of Egypt and led 

you into the land I swore to give to your ancestors. I said, ‘I will never break my covenant with you, 
2 

and 

you shall not make a covenant with the people of this land, but you shall break down their altars.’ Yet you 

have disobeyed Me. Why have you done this? 
3 

And I have also said, ‘I will not drive them out before 

you; they will become traps for you, and their gods will become snares to you.’” 
4 

When the angel of the LORD had spoken these things to all the Israelites, the people wept aloud, 
5 

and 

they called that place Bokim. There they offered sacrifices to the LORD. 
6 

After Joshua had dismissed the Israelites, they went to take possession of the land, each to their own 

inheritance. 
7 

The people served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived 

him and who had seen all the great things the LORD had done for Israel. 
8 

Joshua son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died at the age of a hundred and ten. 
9 

And they buried him 

in the land of his inheritance, at Timnath Heres in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount Gaash. 
10 

After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up who knew 

neither the LORD nor what He had done for Israel. 
11 

Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and 

served the Baals. 
12 

They forsook the LORD, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt. 

They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They aroused the LORD’s 

anger 
13 

because they forsook Him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths. 
14 

In His anger against Israel 

the LORD gave them into the hands of raiders who plundered them. He sold them into the hands of their enemies 

all around, whom they were no longer able to resist. 
15 

Whenever Israel went out to fight, the hand of 

the LORD was against them to defeat them, just as He had sworn to them. They were in great distress. 
16 

Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders. 
17 

Yet they would not 

listen to their judges but prostituted themselves to other gods and worshiped them. They quickly 

turned from the ways of their ancestors, who had been obedient to the LORD’s commands. 
18 

Whenever 

the LORD raised up a judge for them, He was with the judge and saved them out of the hands of their 

enemies as long as the judge lived; for the LORD relented because of their groaning under those who 

oppressed and afflicted them. 
19 

But when the judge died, the people returned to ways even more 

corrupt than those of their ancestors, following other gods and serving and worshiping them. They 

refused to give up their evil practices and stubborn ways. 
20 

Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and said, “Because this nation has violated the 

covenant I ordained for their ancestors and has not listened to Me, 
21 

I will no longer drive out before 

them any of the nations Joshua left when he died. 
22 

I will use them to test Israel and see whether they will 

keep the way of the LORD and walk in it as their ancestors did.” 
23 

The LORD had allowed those nations to 

remain; He did not drive them out at once by giving them into the hands of Joshua. 

 

1. How did the Israelites behave after Joshua died (verses 8-15)? Why do you suppose that they did that? 

 

2. How did the LORD deal with the people after Joshua died (verses 16-23)? How did the people 

respond to the judges? Why do you think that they responded this way? What was the result? 

 

3. Where have you been unable to learn from the past so that you find yourself repeating the same 

mistake? How has this affected you and your relationship with God? 

 

4. Talk with the LORD about how He wants to work with you so that you don’t repeat the same mistakes 

in the future. Thank Him for what He has been teaching you through your repeated mistakes. 
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Tuesday February 25  Judges 4 Bouncing Back 

 

4 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, now that Ehud was dead. 
2 

So the LORD sold 

them into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. Sisera, the commander of his army, 

was based in Harosheth Haggoyim. 
3 

Because he had nine hundred chariots fitted with iron and had 

cruelly oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they cried to the LORD for help. 
4 

Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at that time. 
5 

She held court under 

the Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went up 

to her to have their disputes decided. 
6 

She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and 

said to him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of 

Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. 
7 

I will lead Sisera, the commander of 

Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the Kishon River and give him into your hands.’” 
8 

Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I won’t go.” 
9 

“Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of the course you are taking, the honor will not 

be yours, for the LORD will deliver Sisera into the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to 

Kedesh. 
10 

There Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali, and ten thousand men went up under his command. 

Deborah also went up with him. 
11 

Now Heber the Kenite had left the other Kenites, the descendants of 

Hobab, Moses’ brother-in-law, and pitched his tent by the great tree in Zaanannim near Kedesh. 
12 

When they told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam had gone up to Mount Tabor, 
13 

Sisera summoned 

from Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon River all his men and his nine hundred chariots fitted with iron. 
14 

Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! This is the day the LORD has given Sisera into your hands. Has not 

the LORD gone ahead of you?” So Barak went down Mount Tabor, with ten thousand men following 

him. 
15 

At Barak’s advance, the LORD routed Sisera and all his chariots and army by the sword, and 

Sisera got down from his chariot and fled on foot. 
16 

Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as Harosheth Haggoyim, and all Sisera’s troops fell by the 

sword; not a man was left. 
17 

Sisera, meanwhile, fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of Heber the 

Kenite, because there was an alliance between Jabin king of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite. 
18 

Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Come, my lord, come right in. Don’t be afraid.” So he 

entered her tent, and she covered him with a blanket. 
19 

“I’m thirsty,” he said. “Please give me some water.” She opened a skin of milk, gave him a drink, and 

covered him up. 
20 

“Stand in the doorway of the tent,” he told her. “If someone comes by and asks you, ‘Is anyone in 

there?’ say ‘No.’” 
21 

But Jael, Heber’s wife, picked up a tent peg and a hammer and went quietly to him while he lay fast 

asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg through his temple into the ground, and he died. 
22 

Just then Barak 

came by in pursuit of Sisera, and Jael went out to meet him. “Come,” she said, “I will show you the man 

you’re looking for.” So he went in with her, and there lay Sisera with the tent peg through his temple—dead. 

 

1. What did Deborah prophesy (verses 7, 9, 14)? How did she show her confidence that these things 

would happen? How do you think that she could be so confidant that they would happen? 

 

2. What is the LORD saying in this passage about the role of women in Christian leadership? How do 

you respond to women in Christian leadership? Why? 

 

3. Think of a time in your life when you had a keen sense of God’s timing (as did Deborah)? What did 

you do with that impression from God? Thank God for leading you. 
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Wednesday February 26  Judges 6 Bouncing Back 

 

6 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years He gave them into the hands of the 

Midianites. 
6 

Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for help. 
7 

When the Israelites cried out to the LORD because of Midian, 
8 

He sent them a prophet, who said, “This 

is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
9 

I 

rescued you from the hand of the Egyptians. And I delivered you from the hand of all your oppressors; I 

drove them out before you and gave you their land. 
10 

I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your God; do not 

worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ But you have not listened to Me.” 
11 

The angel of the LORD came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to Joash the 

Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 
12 

When 

the angel of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, “The LORD is with you, mighty warrior.” 
13 

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if the LORD is with us, why has all this happened to us? 

Where are all His wonders that our ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up 

out of Egypt?’ But now the LORD has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 
14 

The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. 

Am I not sending you?” 
15 

“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest in 

Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 
16 

The LORD answered, “I will be with you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” 
17 

Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor in Your eyes, give me a sign that it is really You talking to 

me. 
18 

Please do not go away until I come back and bring my offering and set it before You.” 

And the LORD said, “I will wait until you return.” 
19 

Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made bread without yeast. 

Putting the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them out and offered them to Him under the oak. 
20 

The angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and 

pour out the broth.” And Gideon did so. 
21 

Then the angel of the LORD touched the meat and the 

unleavened bread with the tip of the staff that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the 

meat and the bread. And the angel of the LORD disappeared. 
22 

When Gideon realized that it was the angel 

of the LORD, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign LORD! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face!” 
23 

But the LORD said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 
24 

So Gideon built an 

altar to the LORD there and called it The LORD Is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 
25 

That same night the LORD said to him, “Take the second bull from your father’s herd, the one seven 

years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it. 
26 

Then build a 

proper kind of altar to the LORD your God on the top of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole 

that you cut down, offer the second bull as a burnt offering.” 
27 

So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the LORD told him. But because he was afraid of his 

family and the townspeople, he did it at night rather than in the daytime. 
28 

In the morning when the people of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, with the 

Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar! 
29 

They asked each other, “Who did this?” 

When they carefully investigated, they were told, “Gideon son of Joash did it.” 
30 

The people of the town demanded of Joash, “Bring out your son. He must die, because he has broken 

down Baal’s altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.” 
31 

But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause? Are you 

trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is a god, he 
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can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.” 
32 

So because Gideon broke down Baal’s altar, 

they gave him the name Jerub-Baal that day, saying, “Let Baal contend with him.” 
33 

Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and crossed over the Jordan 

and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 
34 

Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Gideon, and he blew a 

trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. 
35 

He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling 

them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them. 
36 

Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel by My hand as You have promised— 
37 

look, I will place a 

wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will 

know that You will save Israel by my hand, as You said.” 
38 

And that is what happened. Gideon rose early 

the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water. 
39 

Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one 

more test with the fleece, but this time make the fleece dry and let the ground be covered with 

dew.” 
40 

That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew. 

 

 

1. What is the significance of the angel’s word and Gideon’s protest concerning the LORD’s presence 

(verses 11-14)?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why does Gideon object to being chosen (verse 15)? How does the angel of God reassure Gideon of 

God’s presence with him (verses 16-24)? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How do you account for Gideon’s need for more signs of God’s presence (verse 36-40)? How did God 

respond to Gideon’s first and second doubts about God’s promise? What is God teaching us here? 

 

 

 

 

 

4. One moment Gideon was so sure of God (verses 22, 24, 27a). Then the next moment Gideon was so 

unsure (verses 13, 15, 17, 27b, 36, 19). How are you like Gideon as you face your current problems? 

Ask the Lord to help you learn and benefit from the lesson that God taught Gideon. 
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Thursday February 27  Judges 7 Bouncing Back 

 

7 Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at the spring of Harod. The 

camp of Midian was north of them in the valley near the hill of Moreh. 
2 

The LORD said to Gideon, “You 

have too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or Israel would boast against Me, ‘My own 

strength has saved me.’ 
3 

Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and 

leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. 
4 

But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too many men. Take them down to the water, and I will 

thin them out for you there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you,’ he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall 

not go with you,’ he shall not go.” 
5 

So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the LORD told him, “Separate those who lap the water 

with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” 
6 
Three hundred of them drank 

from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their knees to drink. 
7 

The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give the 

Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” 
8 

So Gideon sent the rest of the Israelites home 

but kept the three hundred, who took over the provisions and trumpets of the others. 

Now the camp of Midian lay below him in the valley. 
9 

During that night the LORD said to Gideon, “Get 

up, go down against the camp, because I am going to give it into your hands. 
10 

If you are afraid to attack, 

go down to the camp with your servant Purah 
11 

and listen to what they are saying. Afterward, you will be 

encouraged to attack the camp.” So he and Purah his servant went down to the outposts of the 

camp. 
12 

The Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick 

as locusts. Their camels could no more be counted than the sand on the seashore. 
13 

Gideon arrived just as a man was telling a friend his dream. “I had a dream,” he was saying. “A round 

loaf of barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite camp. It struck the tent with such force that the tent 

overturned and collapsed.” 
14 

His friend responded, “This can be nothing other than the sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. 

God has given the Midianites and the whole camp into his hands.” 
15 

When Gideon heard the dream and its interpretation, he bowed down and worshiped. He returned to 

the camp of Israel and called out, “Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite camp into your 

hands.” 
16 

Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in the 

hands of all of them, with torches inside. 
17 

“Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When I get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as I 

do. 
18 

When I and all who are with me blow our trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and 

shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon.’” 
19 

Gideon and the hundred men with him reached the edge of the camp at the beginning of the middle 

watch, just after they had changed the guard. They blew their trumpets and broke the jars that were in 

their hands. 
20 

The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their 

left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A sword for 

the LORD and for Gideon!” 
21 

While each man held his position around the camp, all the Midianites ran, 

crying out as they fled. 
22 

When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men throughout the camp to turn on 

each other with their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel 

Meholah near Tabbath. 
23 

Israelites from Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called out, and they 

pursued the Midianites. 
24 

Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come 

down against the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan ahead of them as far as Beth Barah.” 
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So all the men of Ephraim were called out and they seized the waters of the Jordan as far as Beth 

Barah. 
25 

They also captured two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of 

Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They pursued the Midianites and brought the heads of Oreb and 

Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the Jordan 

 

 

1. As Gideon, how would you feel when God says that he has too many men and needs to send some 

home (verses 1-8)? What was God trying to teach Gideon? What is God trying to teach you here? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why did God send Gideon and Purah on the spying trip (verses 9-15)? What did Gideon learn? What 

did you personally learn from Gideon’s experience? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Where are you feeling outnumbered or needing immediate intervention from God? Pray to the LORD 

asking for His help. Include in your prayer some of the lessons that you learned from Gideon’s 

experience. Thank the LORD that He wants to use your weaknesses to show you His strength. You 

could write your prayer here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

95 

 

Friday February 28   Judges 13 Bouncing Back 

 

13 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD, so the LORD delivered them into the hands of the 

Philistines for forty years. 
2 

A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah, from the clan of the Danites, had a wife 

who was childless, unable to give birth. 
3 

The angel of the LORD appeared to her and said, “You are barren 

and childless, but you are going to become pregnant and give birth to a son. 
4 

Now see to it that you drink no 

wine or other fermented drink and that you do not eat anything unclean. 
5 
You will become pregnant and 

have a son whose head is never to be touched by a razor because the boy is to be a Nazirite, dedicated to 

God from the womb. He will take the lead in delivering Israel from the hands of the Philistines.” 
6 

Then the woman went to her husband and told him, “A man of God came to me. He looked like an angel of 

God, very awesome. I didn’t ask him where he came from, and he didn’t tell me his name. 
7 

But he said to me, 

‘You will become pregnant and have a son. Now then, drink no wine or other fermented drink and do not eat 

anything unclean, because the boy will be a Nazirite of God from the womb until the day of his death.’” 
8 

Then Manoah prayed to the LORD: “Pardon your servant, Lord. I beg you to let the man of God you sent 

to us come again to teach us how to bring up the boy who is to be born.” 
9 

God heard Manoah, and the angel of God came again to the woman while she was out in the field; but 

her husband Manoah was not with her. 
10 

The woman hurried to tell her husband, “He’s here! The man 

who appeared to me the other day!” 
11 

Manoah got up and followed his wife. When he came to the man, he said, “Are you the man who talked 

to my wife?” 

“I am,” he said. 
12 

So Manoah asked him, “When your words are fulfilled, what is to be the rule that governs the boy’s life 

and work?” 
13 

The angel of the LORD answered, “Your wife must do all that I have told her. 
14 

She must not eat 

anything that comes from the grapevine, nor drink any wine or other fermented drink nor eat anything 

unclean. She must do everything I have commanded her.” 
15 

Manoah said to the angel of the LORD, “We would like you to stay until we prepare a young goat for you.” 
16 

The angel of the LORD replied, “Even though you detain me, I will not eat any of your food. But if you 

prepare a burnt offering, offer it to the LORD.” (Manoah did not realize that it was the angel of the LORD.) 
17 

Then Manoah inquired of the angel of the LORD, “What is your name, so that we may honor you when 

your word comes true?” 
18 

He replied, “Why do you ask my name? It is beyond understanding.” 
19 

Then Manoah took a young 

goat, together with the grain offering, and sacrificed it on a rock to the LORD. And the LORD did an 

amazing thing while Manoah and his wife watched: 
20 

As the flame blazed up from the altar toward 

heaven, the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame. Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their 

faces to the ground. 
21 

When the angel of the LORD did not show himself again to Manoah and his wife, 

Manoah realized that it was the angel of the LORD. 
22 

“We are doomed to die!” he said to his wife. “We have seen God!” 
23 

But his wife answered, “If the LORD had meant to kill us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering 

and grain offering from our hands, nor shown us all these things or now told us this.” 
24 

The woman gave birth to a boy and named him Samson. He grew and the LORD blessed him, 
25 

and the 

Spirit of the LORD began to stir him while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol. 
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1. What parallels do you see between Samson’s birth and that of John the Baptist and Jesus (verses 1-

14)? What do you make of that? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Samson was to be a Nazirite (Judges 13:5). According to Numbers 6:1-21, a Nazirite makes three 

vows to God: 

 

 They must abstain from wine and other fermented drink. They must not drink grape juice or eat 

grapes or raisins. 

 No razor may be used on their head. They must be holy until the period of their dedication to 

the LORD is over. They must let their hair grow long. 

 The Nazirite must not go near a dead body. Throughout the period of their dedication, they are 

consecrated to the LORD. 

 

What do you suppose is the purpose of this separation and abstinence? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. From what you know about people who are set apart to serve the LORD, what are the benefits and the 

drawbacks? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Talk with the LORD about how He would like you to separate yourself to be with God but to be apart 

from the world that ignores God and pursues material success. 
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Saturday February 29  Judges 14 Bouncing Back 

 

14 Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. 
2 

When he returned, he said to 

his father and mother, “I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife.” 
3 

His father and mother replied, “Isn’t there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among all our 

people? Must you go to the uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?” But Samson said to his father, “Get 

her for me. She’s the right one for me.” 
4 

(His parents did not know that this was from the LORD, who was 

seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at that time they were ruling over Israel.) 
5 

Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the vineyards of 

Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. 
6 

The Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon 

him so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither 

his father nor his mother what he had done. 
7 

Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her. 
8 

Some time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion’s carcass, and in it 

he saw a swarm of bees and some honey. 
9 

He scooped out the honey with his hands and ate as he went 

along. When he rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that 

he had taken the honey from the lion’s carcass. 
10 

Now his father went down to see the woman. And there Samson held a feast, as was customary for 

young men. 
11 

When the people saw him, they chose thirty men to be his companions. 
12 

“Let me tell you a 

riddle,” Samson said to them. “If you can give me the answer within the seven days of the feast, I will 

give you thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes. 
13 

If you can’t tell me the answer, you must give 

me thirty linen garments and thirty sets of clothes.” 

“Tell us your riddle,” they said. “Let’s hear it.” 
14 

He replied, “Out of the eater, something to eat; out of the strong, something sweet.” 

For three days they could not give the answer. 
15 

On the fourth day, they said to Samson’s wife, 

“Coax your husband into explaining the riddle for us, or we will burn you and your father’s household to 

death. Did you invite us here to steal our property?” 
16 

Then Samson’s wife threw herself on him, sobbing, “You hate me! You don’t really love me. You’ve 

given my people a riddle, but you haven’t told me the answer.” 

“I haven’t even explained it to my father or mother,” he replied, “so why should I explain it to 

you?” 
17 

She cried the whole seven days of the feast. So on the seventh day he finally told her, because she 

continued to press him. She in turn explained the riddle to her people. 
18 

Before sunset on the seventh day the men of the town said to him, “What is sweeter than honey? What is 

stronger than a lion?” 

Samson said to them, “If you had not plowed with my heifer, you would not have solved my riddle.” 
19 

Then the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon him. He went down to Ashkelon, struck down thirty of their 

men, stripped them of everything and gave their clothes to those who had explained the riddle. Burning with 

anger, he returned to his father’s home. 
20 

And Samson’s wife was given to one of his companions who had 

attended him at the feast. 

 

1. Think about Samson’s behavior in this passage, especially in light of his Nazirite vows. What positive 

traits do you see in Samson in this passage? 

 

2. What negative traits do you see in Samson in these verses? Why do you think he displays these traits? 

 

3. In your life, where would the LORD like you to have more self-control? What steps does the LORD 

want you to take to develop self-control. Commit to take those steps, asking God for His help.  



                                                 God’s Story Gives Our Story Hope 

98 

 

Sunday March 1   Judges 16 Bouncing Back 

 
4 

Some time later, Samson fell in love with a woman in the Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. 
5 

The 

rulers of the Philistines went to her and said, “See if you can lure him into showing you the secret of his 

great strength and how we can overpower him so we may tie him up and subdue him. Each one of us will 

give you eleven hundred shekels of silver.” 
6 

So Delilah said to Samson, “Tell me the secret of your great strength and how you can be tied up and subdued.” 
7 

Samson answered her, “If anyone ties me with seven fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, I’ll 

become as weak as any other man.” 
8 

Then the rulers of the Philistines brought her seven fresh bowstrings that had not been dried, and she 

tied him with them. 
9 

With men hidden in the room, she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon 

you!” But he snapped the bowstrings as easily as a piece of string snaps when it comes close to a flame. 

So the secret of his strength was not discovered. 
10 

Then Delilah said to Samson, “You have made a fool of me; you lied to me. Come now, tell me how you 

can be tied.” 
11 

He said, “If anyone ties me securely with new ropes that have never been used, I’ll become as weak as 

any other man.” 
12 

So Delilah took new ropes and tied him with them. Then, with men hidden in the room, she called to 

him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” But he snapped the ropes off his arms as if they were 

threads. 
13 

Delilah then said to Samson, “All this time you have been making a fool of me and lying to me. Tell me 

how you can be tied.” 

He replied, “If you weave the seven braids of my head into the fabric on the loom and tighten it with the 

pin, I’ll become as weak as any other man.” So while he was sleeping, Delilah took the seven braids of 

his head, wove them into the fabric 
14 

and tightened it with the pin. 

Again she called to him, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” He awoke from his sleep and pulled up 

the pin and the loom, with the fabric. 
15 

Then she said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’ when you won’t confide in me? This is the third 

time you have made a fool of me and haven’t told me the secret of your great strength.” 
16 

With such 

nagging she prodded him day after day until he was sick to death of it. 
17 

So he told her everything. “No razor has ever been used on my head,” he said, “because I have been a 

Nazirite dedicated to God from my mother’s womb. If my head were shaved, my strength would leave me, 

and I would become as weak as any other man.” 
18 

When Delilah saw that he had told her everything, she sent word to the rulers of the Philistines, “Come 

back once more; he has told me everything.” So the rulers of the Philistines returned with the silver in 

their hands. 
19 

After putting him to sleep on her lap, she called for someone to shave off the seven braids 

of his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his strength left him. 
20 

Then she called, “Samson, the Philistines are upon you!” 

He awoke from his sleep and thought, “I’ll go out as before and shake myself free.” But he did not know 

that the LORD had left him. 
21 

Then the Philistines seized him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to Gaza. Binding him with 

bronze shackles, they set him to grinding grain in the prison. 
22 

But the hair on his head began to grow 

again after it had been shaved. 
23 

Now the rulers of the Philistines assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon their god and to 

celebrate, saying, “Our god has delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands.” 
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24 
When the people saw him, they praised their god, saying, “Our god has delivered our enemy 

    into our hands, the one who laid waste our land and multiplied our slain.” 
25 

While they were in high spirits, they shouted, “Bring out Samson to entertain us.” So they called 

Samson out of the prison, and he performed for them. When they stood him among the pillars, 
26 

Samson 

said to the servant who held his hand, “Put me where I can feel the pillars that support the temple, so that 

I may lean against them.” 
27 

Now the temple was crowded with men and women; all the rulers of the 

Philistines were there, and on the roof were about three thousand men and women watching Samson 

perform. 
28 

Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, strengthen 

me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” 
29 

Then 

Samson reached toward the two central pillars on which the temple stood. Bracing himself against them, 

his right hand on the one and his left hand on the other, 
30 

Samson said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” 

Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the rulers and all the people in it. Thus 

he killed many more when he died than while he lived. 
31 

Then his brothers and his father’s whole family went down to get him. They brought him back and 

buried him between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty years. 

 

1. Although Samson had physical strength, what strength did he lack (verses 4-22)? What do you think 

are the things that Samson did wrong that led to his fall?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What strength do you have from the LORD? Thank God for that strength. 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Ask God to show you what spiritual and emotional strength you lack. What drains your strength? Ask 

the LORD to show you how He wants to give you His strength and what you need to do in order to 

grow in the strength of the LORD. Commit to cooperating with the LORD so that He can strengthen 

you. You could record your prayer here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


