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Paul Beam 

Senior Pastor 

It’s hard to believe that another year is almost in the books!  2019 is soon to be winding down.  Within the next few weeks we will 

be stuffing ourselves with turkey, mortgaging our homes for Black Friday, and ringing in the new year with an eggnog hangover.  

Yes, the next few months promise both excitement and heartache, but don’t worry, we’ve only got twelve more months un'l we 

get to do it all again!   

Time o)en feels like a repe''ve cycle of events that simply causes us undue stress and strain on our minds and our pocketbooks.  

Every Monday morning, we shake off the dust from the weekend and kick off another 40-80 hour work week in which we will 

mostly deal with the same situa'ons that we deal with every week, just in a different form or with a different name.  We find our-

selves going through the mo'ons and end up feeling like everything that we deal with is, essen'ally, pre-programmed into our 

internal computers.  Week in and week out it’s the same old story and, because of this constant grind, many 'mes we allow the 

culture around us to shape our hearts and thoughts more than the Christ who lives within us. 

And though we live in the current world, our iden'ty is to be found in the next.  So, what is our response to be within the mun-

dane and ordinary lives in which we live?  Our response is to be that of faithfulness! 

Being faithful to Christ is so difficult in such a broken world! (I think an “Amen” is due there!) The a;acks of the enemy never stop 

and the world around us pulls at us from all direc'ons.  Most days we barely have 'me to eat and sleep yet alone 'me to consider 

how faithful we are being to Christ.  I recently saw a social media post that said, “The adult life is all about thinking that, “things 

will slow down next week”, but next week never comes”.  So, if we understand that faithfulness to the Lord is both an a=tude and 

a character that we are to seek, how do we find it in the midst of our chao'c lives? 

Faithfulness doesn’t come by accident or osmosis, it comes by inten'onality.  If we are going to honor and glorify Christ, we must 

make a decision and a plan to do so.   Faithfulness requires our inten'onal prepara'on.  In 1 Peter 3, Peter encourages his readers 

to stay faithful, even in the midst of suffering.  In verse 15, he reminds the church, “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as 

holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gen-

tleness and respect…”  Peter reminds us that, in a world that is diametrically opposed to Christ, we must be “prepared” to live out 

our faith.  So, how does this inten'onality play out in our lives?  How do we “prepare” to be faithful? 

Our faithfulness finds its roots in our prayer life.  You and I don’t have the ability to be faithful on our own.  It takes the Lord inter-

vening in our lives and becoming our strength when we don’t have any.  We must consistently seek the strength and will of the 

Lord for the things that we face even before we face them.  What would your life look like if you got up earlier and spent signifi-

cant 'me in prayer before the events of the day?  How do you think that would change your: a=tude, family, pa'ence, job, 'me, 

coworkers, projects, hobbies, etc.? 

So the ques'on is, if we understand the importance of faithfulness, what is it that keeps us from preparing ourselves to be faith-

ful?   Believer, carve out 'me early in your morning to seek faithfulness from the Lord.  You’ll be astonished at the results! 



 

Steven Bridges 

Worship Pastor 

“May you be strengthened with all power, according to his glorious might, for all 

endurance and pa�ence with joy, giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you 

to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.” Colossians 1:11-12 

As 2019 is coming to a close, I find joy in knowing 

that greater things are s'll to come. O)en 'mes as 

individuals we get caught up in the busyness of the 

world around us. We as believers understand that 

the world is filled with darkness and brokenness, and 

some'mes can cause us to become discouraged. I 

love Chapter 1 of Colossians because it gives encour-

agement when things seem to be fading out. It gives 

the mindset of “Joyful Endurance.” I love what verse 

10 states, “so as to walk in a manner worthy of the 

Lord, fully pleasing to him.” This is what we are called 

to do daily. I encourage you today to live a life that 

shines the light of Jesus Christ bright. Our endurance 

is found in Jesus Christ. Put on the full armor of God 

daily and preach Jesus! 

This year has been an exci'ng year for the worship 

ministry here at Calvary. Our desire is to see Jesus 

proclaimed throughout Pampa, TX. As we con'nue to 

do ministry together, let us be reminded that eternity 

is at stake each and every day. Be encouraged and 

find joy in knowing that the love of Christ and salva-

'on is for everyone.  

Proceeds will go to 

the Lottie Moon Of-

fering for Internation-

al Missions. 

Bring a large quantity 

of chili as bowls will 

be served for a dona-

tion after you have 

tasted and voted for 

your favorite.   

Tiny Treats should be 

cut into bite sized 

servings and ready for 

the contest. 

Sign-up sheets are 

located on the bulle-

tin board next to of-

fice. 

December 8th Following Worship 

Tiny Tasty Treats Contest 

Prizes Awarded! 



 When I was a li;le boy - probably 5 or 6 - my family went on a vaca'on from San Antonio  to 

the Grand Canyon, Las Vegas, and then up into Yellowstone. On one of the first nights, we stopped in 

Fort Stockton at a li;le motel that had a playground and a pool. At this 'me in our lives, my dad was in 

the  process of teaching me and my li;le brother how to swim. I want to  point out that my li;le broth-

er would have been 2 or 3 at this 'me, and so my dad was having  to devote much of his a;en'on to 

him, simply  because my  brother wasn’t about to let go of Dad. Now, I’ve always been bigger than most of my peers,  and even as 

a li;le kid, my limbs were always just a li;le longer than normal. So, here I am, being taught how to swim, while being encouraged 

to get out there and do it on my own. But, the shallow sec'on of this par'cular pool was only 2 feet deep. Well, when you’re 

learning how to do something, you want so badly to make your instructor proud by showing that you can do it on your own. So, 

doing what any li;le kid with abnormally long arms (in an unusually shallow pool) would do, I kept one hand on the bo;om, keep-

ing myself up above the water, while pretending to swim with the other arm. 

 Was I really swimming on my own? No. My father had taught me everything that I needed to know, and he had empow-

ered me to get out there and do it on my own. He was also right there beside me, calling me to swim over to him, all the while 

making sure that I wasn’t ever in any danger, as he could easily reach out to grab me and li) me out of the water at any 'me. But, 

I s'll was just afraid enough that I would rather cheat than actually swim. And, it’s within that context that I want you to look at 

Ma;hew 14: 22-35. It’s a familiar passage, in which Jesus walks on the stormy sea, and calls Peter to walk out on the water with 

Him. 

 Now, how many of you have always viewed this story as one of Peter trying and failing? Peter says, “Lord, if it is You, 

command me to come to You on the water.” Good ol’ Peter. Always ac'ng before he thinks, right? Said he’d die before turning his 

back on Jesus, then denied him three 'mes in one night; cut the ear off of a guard trying to defend Jesus, only to have Jesus re-

buke him and heal the man’s ear; asks Jesus to call him out from the boat, out onto the stormy sea, only to lose focus on Jesus 

and dang near drown. Or, did he? 

 Verse 29 says that Peter “walked to Jesus”. And, look at the next two verses: 
30 

But when he saw the strength of the wind,
 

he was afraid. And beginning to sink he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
31 

Immediately Jesus reached out His hand, caught hold of him, 

and said to him, “You of li(le faith, why did you doubt?” The Bible tells us that Peter actually got close enough to Jesus for Him to 

just reach His hand out to pull Peter up. So, I’ll ask again: Did Peter fail?  

 So o)en, when God calls us to do something, He is asking us to just take the first step! Think about Abram and Sarai: God 

called them to leave their home and go. He didn’t even give them a des'na'on - just told them to go east, and they went. Look at 

Isaiah: in his vision (in Isaiah 6), he sees the Lord, and he says, “Woe to me” because I’m a sinful man and I’ve seen God – and then 

God cleanses him and asks “who will go for Us?”, and Isaiah says, “Here I am, Lord. Send me.”  Look at Jonah: God told him to go 

to Nineveh, and he didn’t want to – in fact, he went the other way, and God directed him back to where he was supposed to go! 

And, then there’s Peter… you know, in all of history, there’s only been 2 people that ever walked on water: Jesus… and Peter.  

 God knows that you’re going to get scared. He knows that you will doubt. But, He s'll calls you to go! And, He’ll always 

be there to pull you up when those 'mes come. Peter made such a bold statement of his faith – “Lord, if it is You, command me to 

come to You on the water.” – in this one statement, Peter put his faith in Jesus out there for all to see. You know that the other 

disciples, in the midst of their fear, were telling Peter, “Don’t do that! You’re crazy!” A lot of us may feel pressure like that from 

friends, and even family – pressure to give in to what the world says is important, and not focus on following Jesus. But, Peter’s 

faith in Jesus was so strong that he knew that if Jesus called him to something, he’d be able to do it!  

 And, then, right there at the end, when Jesus reached out His hand, caught hold of him, and said, “You of li;le faith, why 

did you doubt?” - it’s like Jesus was saying, “You did it! You made it! Look! I’m right here! There’s no need to fear. I got you.” I 

remember the very first 'me I swam without using the bo;om. I remember the very first 'me that DJ jumped off of a diving 

board into my arms. I remember when Jude first swam to me without holding on to the side. I remember the pride, the excite-

ment, and the joy in my dad’s eyes! I remember the pride, excitement, and joy I felt in rejoicing with my boys in their accomplish-

ments. You just don’t forget things like that. And, I think about friends of mine who recently went home to be with the Lord - 

friends who dedicated their lives to leading others to Christ. I think about the things that God called them to do: prison ministry, 

foreign missions, student ministry, worship ministry, pastoring. I think about their lives devoted to leading others to salva'on 

through Jesus Christ, and how they get to hear Jesus say to them, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” That should be the end-

goal of every Chris'an – to hear Jesus say those words.  

 So, what is He calling you to? What has you so afraid that you would rather ride out the storm in your “comfort zone”, 

rather than stepping out in faith to the one who calms the storm? Remember, He’s asking you to take the first step. When fear 

and doubt comes in, and the waves look like they’re about to overtake you, He’ll be right there reaching out to pull you up. What-

ever the call, stay faithful to the end, because He’s faithful. 



“REDEEMED” Women’s Ministry 

SOUP & GAME NIGHT 

Friday, January 24th 
6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall 

The Leadership Team will provide the soup. 

All others attending may bring desserts. 



   Michelle Luster 

   Preschool Director 

Lottie Moon Post Office 

December 1st—22nd 

Address your Christmas Cards to ACTIVE church mem-
bers and donate to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
what you would have spent on postage. A donation 
can will be next to the post office. 

Hello Winter, goodbye 2019.  We have 

had a great year in our preschool minis-

try.  We have been blessed with  a won-

derful team of teachers and volun-

teers.  It is such a privilege and a blessing 

to teach these kids. 

 Our focus for 2019 was discipleship and 

faithfulness.  We have been learning how 

Jesus had 12 special helpers.  Let me tell 

you, our preschool is full of helpers.  I 

can’t praise these kids enough.  Always 

eager to be that special helper, no ma;er 

the task.  Whether it’s passing out snacks 

or helping a friend when they are 

hurt.  They love to help.  I see their li;le 

faces light up and they are so proud to be 

the helper.  It makes my heart full of 

joy.  Thank you parents for your faithful-

ness in bringing them to church to learn 

about their Lord and Savior,  Jesus Christ.  

 When I think of the word faithful it 

makes me think of several words.  Com-

mi;ed, Loyal, Constant, Dependable, 

Obedient, Reliable, Dedicated. I could go 

on, but these are just a few that come to 

mind.  These words make me think of 

how we should be to God, family, work, 

church, ministry, friends, etc.  Overall to 

be a faithful, kind and loving serv-

ant.  God is all of this.  He is so faithful to 

us all the 'me.  So, whatever it is, be sure 

to always be FAITHFUL in all things you 

do.  

We are s'll loving the makeover in the 

nursery/preschool.  We have had so 

many compliments!  We want your child 

to feel safe and comfortable while they 

are in our care.  The new check in system 

is great!  Everybody loves it!  Also, our 

new curriculum on Sunday morning is 

going very well.  We are going thru the 

Bible in order star'ng with crea'on and 

ending with redemp'on.  There are 5 

learning truths we are focusing on.  (1) 

God made everything (2) God is good (3) 

God is in charge of everything (4) God 

wants to talk with us and  (5) Jesus came 

to save sinners.  The kids are doing a real-

ly great job.  They are engaged and can’t 

wait to answer the review ques-

'ons.  Everyone gets a s'cker a)er the 

story, whether you did or did not answer 

a ques'on.  This is a great way to ask 

your child what they learned in church 

and talk about it.  

Star'ng in January we will be begin a fun 

new curriculum on Wednesday night 

Team Kids.  Thank you for sharing your 

child with us.  It is a blessing to teach 

them about the Bible and God’s love.   

We are excited to be  a part of the Christ-

mas musical, Camel Lot.  Children 2 thru 4 

years old will be dressed in costume as a  

star or a lamb.  The musical is December 

11, at 6:30.  We will have a run-through 

on Monday Dec. 9
th

 and full dress re-

hearsal Tuesday Dec. 10
th

.  We will inform 

you on the 'mes of these rehearsals.   

  Here are some of the upcoming events 

for the new year 2020.  There will be no 

ac'vi'es January 1
st

.  Happy New 

Year!  January 5
th

 is Vision Sunday we will 

have a pancake breakfast at 9 am.  Janu-

ary 11
th

 is “Refresh” for all leaders and 

volunteers.  January 22
nd

 kids movie 

night.  This will be during Wednesday 

night ac'vi'es.  January 26
th

 is the annual 

volunteer training which will be held right 

a)er church service.  Please plan on 

a;ending this training if you help volun-

teer with our kids from babies thru 12
th

 

grade.   February 2
nd

 is Souper Bowl Sun-

day.  Also we will have a Ministry Fair 

that day.  If you’re not serving some-

where this is a great 'me to sign up.  Feb-

ruary 7-8
th

 Marriage Conference.  Febru-

ary 23
rd

 Get Your House In Order Semi-

nar.  So many great things are happening 

at Calvary!   



The Calvary Connection is published quarterly by 

Calvary Baptist Church (900 E. 23rd St., Pampa, TX.) 

Melody Wilson 

 Children’s Dir. 

The season coming up is supposed to be a joyous and 

thankful 'me of the year, but for some it can be very hard.  

Many people are struggling with finances and loss.  These 

are the 'mes when we need to lean on Christ the most and 

have faith that He will never leave us.  Lamenta�ons 3:22-

23 says, “Through the Lord’s mercies we are not con-

sumed, because His compassions fail not.  They are new 

every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.”  In 'mes when 

our faith is weak, His is strong.  Hebrews 10:23 says, “Let us 

hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for 

He who promised is faithful.”  God is always faithful; He 

always fulfills His promises.  During this season of Thanks-

giving and Christmas, let us remember the things the Lord 

has done for us and be thankful for them;  let’s remember 

God, coming to earth in human flesh, as Christ Jesus, to 

save us from our sins;  let’s turn to Him during our troubles, 

our pain, our hurts, our disappointments, and press on.  Philippians 3:14 says, “I press on toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  Our goal, our prize, is to spend eternity with Christ 

Jesus.  Remain faithful 'll the end and lean on Jesus so we can all spend eternity with Christ.   

God is always 

faithful. 

He always 

fulfills His 

promises. 

Camel	Lot	Christmas	Musical	

December	11	

6:00	pm	

 

This is a huge event the children have 

been working very hard on.  Please 

come and see their hard work and ex-

citement.  We will have cookies after 

the musical and you can get your pic-

tures made with our awesome cast! 
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Michelle Luster  - Preschool Director 
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E-Mail Address: 

office@calvarypampa.com 

MISSION	STATEMENT 

Calvary Baptist Church exists to connect peo-

ple to Christ, to His Truth, to His Church, 

and to His Mission. 

Calvary Bap'st Church 
900 E. 23rd                      Pampa, TX 79065 

Soup Cook-Off 

Cake 

Decorating 
Contest for  
Small Groups 

Ministry Fair 

Donations Accepted 


