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Paul Beam 

Senior Pastor 

Many people come to Christianity with the idea that the most dif�icult part is over and 

that Christ now has a life of safety and security provided for them. But according to the 

Word of God, that is a corrupt understanding from our �irst world view. According to 

Scripture, Christ has called us to suffering, not safety. 

 

In Acts chapter 5, the disciples are called in before the High Priest and are threatened 

and beaten for speaking and teaching in the name of Jesus. What was their response? 

Verse 29, “But	Peter	and	the	apostles	answered,	‘We	must	obey	God	rather	than	men.’” In 

verse 41, as they were released, Scripture says that, “Then	they	left	the	presence	of	the	

council,	rejoicing	that	they	were	counted	worthy	to	suffer	dishonor	for	the	name	(of	Je-

sus).” Most of us do everything we can to keep ourselves safe, but as a believer, safety is 

something that cannot be �irst on our minds and hearts. 

 

There are many things that we call “safe”, but are not really “safe”. I remember my �irst 

trip to Six Flags in Arlington. I was about 12 years old and I had never ridden a roller 

coaster (don’t’ judge me, I grew up in Oklahoma). So, after arriving to the park, one of 

my friends wanted to go on the new Texas Giant (I just showed my age there). They told 

me it would be fun and if we got to it early enough, the line might not be too long. The 

one question I had for my young teenage friends was, “Is it safe?” “Of course!”, they said. 

So, I rode it… twelve times that day. Now, thirteen-year-old boys have no idea what is 

safe and what is not safe. Most are simply lucky to be alive from the outrageous things 

they’ve done over their short lives. Looking back on that day, any number of things could have happened that would 

have turned out badly for me. But none of those things happened, so there’s really not a lot I should dwell on, right? 

 

My point to that is, when we look at the details of all that we choose to do in life, there are very few guarantees of safe-

ty. Living life is about taking risks and dangers that no amount of preparation could ever ready us for. Think of all the 

things that have been accomplished in our world. How many of those would have been abandoned if safety was the 

number one concern? Was it safe when Columbus set sail across the ocean? Was it safe when the Pilgrims took the long 

journey across the sea? Was it safe when Lewis and Clark set off across the never-before mapped continent? Was it safe 

for the disciples to stand up against the religious leaders and rulers of the day? Was it safe when Jesus came to ransom 

our sin?  

 

We live in a dangerous world that has no guarantees. We choose to drive 75+ mph on the highway less than 4 foot away 

from traf�ic heading in the opposite direction and we don’t think twice about it.  

 

For me, I choose not to focus and dwell on the false promises of safety in this world. I choose to think more about the 

next life than this one. And if following Christ costs me everything in this world, then it is a small price to pay for all that 

Christ has already paid for me. The only real safety that we can ever �ind is in a personal relationship with Jesus. And 

the safety that He promises is not physical, but spiritual. 

 

Listen to the words of Jesus from John 10:27-30, 27 “My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	know	them,	and	they	follow	me.	28 I	

give	them	eternal	life,	and	they	will	never	perish,	and	no	one	will	snatch	them	out	of	my	hand.	29 My	Father,	who	has	given	

them	to	me,	is	greater	than	all,	and	no	one	is	able	to	snatch	them	out	of	the	Father’s	hand.	30 I	and	the	Father	are	one.” 

 

So as the false promise of “safety” dissipates in our world, understand that the safety that Christ provides is found in 

knowing Him and suffering well for His Kingdom. At the end of our serving and suffering in this world for Christ, we 

will �ind the true and eternal safety in His presence forever.  

The only real 

safety that we 

can ever find is 

in a personal 

rela�onship 

with Jesus. And 

the safety that 

He promises is 

not physical, 

but spiritual. 



 

 

For the last several months, every-

thing around us has looked quite 

different. We have seen lots of un-

certainty throughout our world on 

how things will turn out. This has 

cast a sense of fear and doubt 

among people. I know that when 

life becomes difficult, I like to turn 

to the words of scripture found in 

the Psalms. 

 I want to encourage you though 

today with these words that Psalm 

59:16-17 states: “But I will sing of 

your strength; I will sing aloud of 

your steadfast love in the morning. 

For you have been to me a fortress 

and a refuge in the day of my dis-

tress. O my Strength, I will sing 

praises to you, for you O God, are 

my fortress, the God who shows 

me steadfast love.” 

When those �mes of trouble and 

concern come, know that God is a 

mighty fortress that we can run to. 

He is our Rock, our Strength, and 

our Redeemer. Find rest in Him 

alone.  

I want to encourage the Church to 

remain strong during this season 

of life. Eternity is at stake this very 

moment for someone. Remain 

faithful in your worship life. Pray, 

read, and fellowship together with 

other believers. Share the love, 

and hope that is found in Christ. 

He is the 

only one 

that can 

calm our 

fears and 

doubts.  

Worship 

God even in the storms of life. I 

know that there are many un-

knowns in the world currently, but 

what I do know is that God is s�ll 

on His throne, and that His love for 

us is everlas�ng. Rest in Him today, 

and allow Him to be your security. 

 “For God gave us a spirit not of 

fear, but of power and love and 

self-control.” 2 Timothy 1:7 

Steven Bridges 

Worship Pastor 

“I will bless the Lord at all �mes; his praise shall con�nually be in my mouth. 

My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad. Oh, 

magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together! I sought the 

Lord, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears.” 

Eternity is at 

stake this 

very moment 

for someone. 

National Collection Week 

November 16th-23rd 

Opera�on Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse, an interna-

�onal relief organiza�on. Their mission is to provide local partners 

around the world with shoeboxes filled with small toys, hygiene items, 

and school supplies as a means of reaching out to children in their own 

communi�es with the Good News of Jesus Christ. They ship these sim-

ple gi:s outside the United States to children affected by war, poverty, 

natural disaster, famine, and disease; and to children living on Na�ve 

American reserva�ons in the U.S.  

Shoe boxes will be available in the atrium soon.  There will be instruc-

�ons on how to pack the boxes and suggested items to put in the box-

es. 



Johnny Knowlton 

Next Genera�on Pastor 

It’s been said that there are those who love Star Wars, and then there are those who are wrong. You’re either part of “the Galaxy”, or 

you’re not. Very similarly, the same can be said about those who love Star Trek – Trekkies, as they are known to one another. See, to fans of 

Star Wars, Star Trek, a par�cular sports team, what have you, it’s more than just “being a fan”.  If the Dallas Cowboys are your team, you are 

taught to HATE (not dislike, but HATE) the Eagles, Giants, and Redskins. It’s just the way things are.  I love the San Antonio Spurs. I can tell 

you all kinds of info about the team, stats from my favorite players, etc. I’m not just a casual fan, but a follower of that team. Most people 

are aware of Star Wars. They can tell you the general ideas behind the stories, they can name a few characters, and may even be able to 

quote a line or two from the films. And then, there are people like me. I LOVE the Star Wars franchise. Anyone who has ever been in my 

office can tell you that I’m more than just a fan. I’m a fana�c – a follower. That’s what being a “disciple” means – the noun disciple means a 

person who is a pupil or an adherent of the doctrines of another; a follower: and in the verb form, it means to teach or train someone 

else in a par�cular discipline or system of belief. It goes beyond being a fan, and into being a follower. I’ve learned over the years that 

there are really only 2 kinds of people in church: fans, and followers. 

A FAN has an idea about who Jesus was, is aware of His story, and can probably quote one or two of His scriptures. They see Him, they hear 

Him, they even admire His teachings, but they are s�ll about living for themselves – pursuing those fleshly desires that make them tempo-

rarily happy. Admiring Jesus, but s�ll going along with other teams. But, a FOLLOWER? They love Jesus, they live Jesus, they cast aside any-

thing that gets in the way of living that life. So, with that in mind, let’s look at Acts 19: 11-20, and see if we can’t spot the differences be-

tween the two groups:  

11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and 

their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits le: them. 13 Some Jews who went around driving out evil spirits tried to invoke the name of 

the Lord Jesus over those who were demon-possessed. They would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, I command you to 

come out.” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul 

I know about, but who are you?” 16 Then the man who had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a 

bea�ng that they ran out of the house naked and bleeding. 17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they 

were all seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor. 18 Many of those who believed now came and openly con-

fessed what they had done. 19 A number who had prac�ced sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they 

calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fi:y thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in 

power. 

First off, we see what a follower is. Who did v 11 say was doing the miracles? It wasn’t Paul. God was doing them through Paul. Paul was 

just God’s tool. God isn’t looking for superstars – He’s the superstar. He just wants us to follow Him, allowing Him to use our lives for His 

Kingdom! Think about David and Goliath: that story shows us that God does extraordinary things through ordinary people – ordinary people 

who follow Him! Paul gets that.  

And now, we look at the fans. These guys are impressed by what Paul is doing – they are fans of what is being done in the name of Jesus – 

but, they don’t KNOW Him. First off, let’s look at who these guys are: they’re kinda like religious mercenaries. The ESV transla�on calls them 

“i�nerant Jewish exorcists” – these are guys that make a living off of trying to drive out evil spirits. Look at the way they try and do this, a:er 

hearing about what God was doing through Paul – v 13 – “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches…” – they don’t personally know 

Jesus. They know about Him because of the ones who do know Him. 

Verses 14 – 16 tell us that these seven grown men are trying to exorcise this demon. Look at his response in verse 15: “Jesus I know…” – 

James 2:19 reads, “You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!” The demons all know who Jesus is, 

and they are terrified of Him; “and Paul I know about…” – they recognize Paul because he belonged to Jesus; “but who are you?” – they 

don’t know who these guys are, because they aren’t followers of Jesus! And then this demon possessed man proceeds to literally beat the 

clothes off of these seven grown men, and he sends them running away naked and bleeding! So, the story gets out. Yes, the news of the 

bully that beat these men down got out, BUT the news of the one that he was afraid of got out, too – v 17 “… and the name of the Lord Je-

sus was held in high honor.”  Verse 18 tells us that there were confessions and repentance by those who heard about the name of Jesus. 

And, verse 19 shows that with true repentance comes a change, and these guys got rid of the things that were tripping them up – they DE-

STROYED those things that got in the way of their walk with Jesus, without coun�ng the cost to themselves (in today’s economy, 50,000 

drachmas would translate to somewhere between $4-5 million)! Luke 9:23-25 - And he said to all, “If anyone would come a:er me, let him 

deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? Confession, repentance, a genuine life 

change – and now we see that many of the people moved from just being fans to becoming followers! So, which camp do you fall in? Are 

you a fan of Jesus, or are you truly following Him? 



Breakfast Provided 

THEOLOGY CLASSES 

AVAILABLE THIS FALL 

Systematic Theology 101—Begins Sept. 14; 

Book �30 

Biblical Hermeneutics—Begins Sept. 15; 

Book �20 

Systematic Theology 102—Begins Sept 21; 

Book �25 

�ENS�ENS�ENS�ENS’ ’ ’ ’ RETREATRETREATRETREATRETREAT    
October 23October 23October 23October 23----24242424    

Cost: $50Cost: $50Cost: $50Cost: $50    

MK Brown 

Scout Camp 

5:00 pm Friday 

to mid afternoon on 
Saturday 

Begins September 9th 

5:30-6:15 pm 

Please make a reservation by 

Tuesday of each week on our 

website. 



   Michelle Luster 
   Preschool Dir. 

Welcome Fall!  We have missed you.  We are loving 

this cooler weather.  Fall is my favorite season.  I love 

the colors the leaves and trees turn and I love sweat-

er weather.  Hope everyone is having a great start to 

the new school year.  Such a different �me for us 

all.  I pray you are all adjus�ng well.  We have pro-

moted our kids and they are adjus�ng to their new 

classes well.  

 This past year preschool tried a new curriculum.  It is 

from the Village Church.  I just have to say we love 

it!  I have seen the kids grow and learn about God’s 

truths and the Bible stories with this curriculum.  It 

has been pure joy and fun learning with these 

kids.  In August we started this curriculum over.  We 

start in Genesis and go all the way to Revela�on.  It is 

one of the best curriculums we have done.  We learn about 5 founda�onal truths. (1) God 

Made Everything. (2) God is in Charge of Everything. (3) God is Good. (4) God wants to talk 

with us. (5) Jesus came to save sinners. 

I just want you to know your kids amaze me!  They are so smart and I love being able to 

share the love of Jesus with them!  They are all so special to me.   

We really do not have a lot going on this quarter.  We are just trying to adjust to the new 

“normal”.  We are keeping everything cleaned and sani�zed.  We have been trying to be out-

side as much as possible.  Thank you all for being pa�ent during this uncertain �me. We are 

looking forward to this new school year and going thru the Bible with these liSle ones.  

Thank you for sharing them with us.  

If you are needing a place to serve, we would love to have you in our Preschool Ministry.  We 

are so blessed to be a part of this growing ministry.  We are the founda�on.  Come and serve 

with us!   

 

 

Sunday School: 

9:30 am - 10:30 am 

Church: 

10:45 am -12 pm 

Wednesday Night 

Team Kids 

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 



Melody Wilson 

 Children’s Dir. 

What a crazy time this has been!  We have been learning new ways to share 

Christ.  Things change from day to day.  Uncertainty seems to be lurking at 

our door.  Fear, anxiety, depression, hopelessness, financial strains, and loss 

of jobs are plaguing all of us.  BUT GOD is still in control.  God is still on 

the throne.  God still holds us in His hands.  James reminds us in 1:2-4 to 

“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you 

know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness.  And let steadfast-

ness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 

nothing.” 

God uses these times to produce steadfastness and faith in us.  This is the 

time to shine Christ’s love to everyone we meet, whether that is by zoom, in 

person, facetime, or on the phone.  We must be the light of Christ now more 

than ever.  These hard times show who is grounded in the Word.  Those people need to rise above and help lift 

up our fellow brothers and sisters.  It also shows unbelievers where our strength comes from.   

We have had many new people come to church during these hard times, because they need something more.  

They need to have faith in something and I’m so glad we are here to show them that.  A friend said to me this 

week, “We were made to worship.”  If we aren’t worshiping Christ then we will find something else to wor-

ship.  Put your faith and hope in Christ.  When you are fearful or scared or lost, please reach out to a strong 

brother in Christ.  That is why we are all here, to lift one another up.  I love you all so much, your faith and 

your strength mean more to me than you know.   

 

 October 31st                  3:00-5:00 pm 



MINISTERIAL STAFF 

Paul Beam—Senior Pastor 

Steven Bridges - Worship Pastor 

Johnny Knowlton—Next Generation Pastor 

Michelle Luster  - Preschool Director 

Melody Wilson—Children’s Director 

Church Phone:  665-0842 

Fax Number:  665-8070 
Web Page: 

www.calvarypampa.com 

E-Mail Address: 

office@calvarypampa.com 

MISSION	STATEMENT 

Calvary Baptist Church exists to connect peo-

ple to Christ, to His Truth, to His Church, 

and to His Mission. 

Calvary Bap�st Church 
900 E. 23rd                      Pampa, TX 79065 

OUR GOAL: $1,000 

* The annual state missions min-

istry offering of the Southern 

Bap�sts of Texas Conven�on  

* A way for you and our church to 

par�cipate in a Great Commission 

strategy for Texas 

* A way to start more churches 

and reach more people for Christ  

* A way to help change lives  

DEC. 6TH FOLLOWING WORSHIPDEC. 6TH FOLLOWING WORSHIPDEC. 6TH FOLLOWING WORSHIPDEC. 6TH FOLLOWING WORSHIP    

New Wednesday  

Couple’s Bible Study 
By Dr. Emerson Eggerichs 

Starting Sept. 16 

Rm. A2 

Led by Mutt Villarreal 


