
 

Christian Apologetics 101 
COURSE DESCRIPTION This course examines barriers to true Christian faith as well as efforts to provide 
convincing presentations of Christian faith. Attention is given to biblical foundations, historical 
development, apologetic method, and contemporary issues related to apologetics.  

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES  
1. Examine, reconstruct, and assess traditional ways the Christian faith has been defended.  
2. Explain and defend intellectually responsible answers to objections to Christian faith.  
3. Explain and defend biblically faithful answers to objections to Christian faith. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES   
1. To help students comprehend the inerrancy and trustworthiness of Scripture to through apologetics.  
2. To equip students to defend the deity and resurrection of Jesus Christ against the claims of skeptics.  
3. To prepare students to defend the concept of absolute truth against the claims of epistemic 
relativists, including postmodernists. 
4. To help students articulate the distinction between different apologetic methods.  
5. To embolden students to defend the exclusivity of Jesus Christ against pluralism and inclusivism. 
6. To formulate an understanding of the nature of the apologetic task and the biblical basis for 
apologetics.  
7. To train students on the arguments for the existence of God through a critical response to challenges 
to Christian theism.  

COURESE TEXT REQUIRED: Douglas Groothuis, Christian Apologetics: A Comprehensive Case for Biblical 
Faith (Downers Grove: IVP, 2022) 

REQUIREMENTS  
1. Reading Students are expected to complete the reading by the assigned due date.  

2. Discussion/Debate At the end of the course, we join together to discuss and debate the material that 
has been presented.  All students will be expected to be present and participate in the discussion.  

3. Quiz Approximately halfway through the course, the student will be given a take home quiz to make 
sure the student understands the material that has been discussed up to that point. 

4. Final Exam There will be a comprehensive final exam over the lectures and material for the entire 
course. Exam questions will be objective (true/false, short answer, and multiple choice).  

 

 



COURSE CALENDAR  
2/5: First meeting: discuss class objectives and syllabus 
2/19: Discussion over Chapter 1  
2/26: Discussion over Chapters 2 and 3  
3/5: Discussion over Chapters 4 and 5  
3/12: No Meeting 
3/19: Discussion over Chapters 6 and 7 and take home review 
3/26: Discussion over Chapters 8 and 9  
4/2: Discussion over Chapters 10 and 11  
4/9: No Meeting 
4/16: Discussion over Chapters 12 and 13 
4/23: Discussion over Chapters 14, 15, and 16 and take home final 
4/30: Apologetic Debate 
 

 


