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Paul Beam 

Senior Pastor 

The life of a follower of Christ is meant to be one of 
faithfulness. This year’s theme passage in Hebrews 
10.19-25 reminds us that the reason we are to be 
faithful to Christ is because He has already been 
faithful to us. It’s by His faithfulness that we have re-
demption from our sins and an eternity secured in His 
presence forever! Since He is faithful to us first, we 
are to be faithful to Him in return. The Psalmist wrote: 
“I have chosen the way of faithfulness; I set your 
rules before me.” (Psalm 119:30 ESV) 

 

But if His desire is for us to be faithful, what does He 
mean by that? Does that mean that we can’t hang out 
with certain friends anymore? Does it mean that we 
can’t visit stores or amusement parks that support 
things that we don’t agree with? Does it mean that 
we’re going to have to sell our cars and homes and 
throw out all our t-shirts, shorts, and cosmetics and 
buy long dresses and button-up shirts and live out in 
the wilderness? 

 

Ok, maybe living in the wilderness might be nice 
(especially if there is no cell service), but for us to dis-
cover what Christ means by “faithfulness” it’s some-
times easier to see what He does not mean. 

 

First off, faithfulness does not mean perfection.  Even 
as a redeemed human in a broken and fallen world, 
that’s an impossibility for us. There are times that we 
slip, fall, and fail; but our failures are not a reason to 
give up or to give in. Solomon reminds us in Lamen-
tations 3.22-23 that, “The steadfast love of the Lord 
never ceases; His mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is Your faithful-
ness.” We serve a merciful and compassionate God 
who longs for us to come to Him in our brokenness. 
Perfection is what we strive toward, but it can never 
be achieved in our sinful state. 

 

Faithfulness is not striving to be better. When we talk 
about being better, we have to ask “being better than 
what?” Being better than we were yesterday? Being 
better than our friends? Being better than Billy Gra-
ham? Being faithful is not about being better than we 
used to be or better than someone else. How would 
we judge that anyway? In order to discover if we are 
“better” than someone else we must first have a clear 
definition of what is good/better and we would have to 
put down our masks, open up our lives, and let every-
one see the real us. That might be too much for 
some. 

Faithfulness does not mean working harder. We often 
pride ourselves in our work. Whether it’s at the gro-
cery store or the law of-
fice, we generally want to 
be known as hard working 
people. And that is a 
great goal for our employ-
ment status, but it doesn’t 
equate faithfulness. Jesus 
had a disciple that He en-
trusted with the finances 
of the disciples. Not only 
did this disciple take a few 
dollars off the top for him-
self, he also betrayed Je-
sus to the Jewish authori-
ties. Hard work doesn’t guarantee that we will exhibit 
faithfulness in our lives. 

 

So, what then is faithfulness? Simply put, faithful-
ness is obedience. Faithfulness to Christ is found in 
surrendering ourselves, our will and our desire, to 
Christ.  

 

Faithfulness means that I will make different choices. 
It means that I don’t look on His commands with dis-
dain or even see them as a burden. It means that I 
have a burning passion to follow and serve the One 
who willingly allowed Himself to be beaten, tortured, 
broken, and bruised because of me and my sin. It 
means that I view His bride (the church), not as a 
flawed organization, but as a living and active repre-
sentation of Christ and His Kingdom. It means that 
my attachments to the things of this world (my job, 
my finances, my relationships) are all directly effected 
by the presence of Christ residing in me! 

 

This is the faithfulness that Christ calls us to strive 
toward every day! It’s a faithfulness the world cannot 
comprehend. The question that we must answer for 
ourselves is, “Is Christ worth it?”  

 

What is 

Faithfulness? 

 

Faithfulness 

Is Obedience. 



Richard Bartel 

Assoc. Pastor 

 

The theme at CBC this year is 

FAITHFULNESS! The apostle Paul 

wrote in 1 Corinthians 4:2 that it is 

required that all of those who 

have been given a trust must 

prove FAITHFUL. The King James 

version says that they must be 

found FAITHFUL. 1 Corinthians 4:1 

states that Paul considered him-

self a servant of Christ that had 

been entrusted with the secret 

things of God. The secret things of 

God is the trust Paul referred to in 

verse two, the truth that all of us 

have in the holy scriptures. God 

has opened the curtain that once 

hid the truth and has given it to us 

so that we may not only know 

what it is, but we may be FAITH-

FUL to live by it, too. God will not 

hold the Chris'an accountable for 

that which has not been revealed, 

but He will hold him accountable 

to know and live by the truth that 

has been revealed. The scriptures 

were secret because at one 'me 

they were hidden from everyone 

by God. All truth has come from 

God (2 Timothy 3:16-17) over a 

period of many years. He has de-

cided to reveal it to us through 

the prophets and other of His cho-

sen vessels through inspira'on. 

Chris'ans have been made stew-

ards of God’s truth and with that 

comes a great responsibility. The 

Church has been commissioned to 

take the gospel unto the world 

and to make disciples so that eve-

ryone may be given the oppor-

tunity to know it, too. So being 

faithful means taking the gospel 

to the world, but it also means all 

Chris'ans should be making disci-

ples. The gi1 we have received is a 

great and wonderful benefit, but 

with it comes a great responsibil-

ity: That we be found FAITHFUL.  

 

See you at Calvary, 

Bro. Richard 

 

Saturday, April 13thSaturday, April 13thSaturday, April 13thSaturday, April 13th    

9:00 am9:00 am9:00 am9:00 am    

Week of 

PRAYER 

March 3—10 

Our 

Church 

Goal: 

$1,500 



Steven Bridges 

Worship Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The question “Does Being Faithful Matter?” is a 
question that carries importance as we walk through 
life as a believer in Christ. I am reminded of the par-
able of talents found in Matthew 25:14-30. This par-
able teaches on the importance of how we are to uti-
lize the gifts we are given. I would encourage you to 
read this passage of scripture. We as believers have 
to understand that once we become a believer in 
Christ, we aren’t to just be a pew sitter, but to be 
faithful in our prayer life, studying of scripture, time, 
and stewardship. A life of faithfulness leads to a life 
of discipleship.  

Each week I have the opportunity to lead worship. It 
would be impossible for me to lead if I were not be- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ing faithful in preparing each week through prayer, 
scripture, time, and stewardship. Our individual wor-
ship throughout the week, will influence our corpo-
rate worship. When people come in contact with 
you, can they see the love of Christ in you? My de-
sire is to see individuals rooted deeply in their faith. 
I believe when we abide wholeheartedly in Christ, 
He can move mountains in our lives.  

In conclusion, I leave you with this. “Does Being 
Faithful Matter?” The answer is YES. Eternity is at 
stake. Let us be faithful in growing ourselves daily 
and investing in relationships.  

“For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every fam-

ily in heaven and on earth is named, that according to the riches of his 

glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit 

in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith 

that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to com-

prehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you 

may be filled with all the fullness of God.”       Ephesians 3:14-19  

WORK DAY 
Saturday, May 4 

……………………. 

Camp Kicking Bear 
June 8 



Johnny Knowlton 

Next Genera*on Pastor 

On Wednesday nights, the students just finished up a month-long study, over the book of Daniel, called “Rebels With a Cause”. 

Scripture tells us that Daniel and his friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, were taken from their home and pulled into the 

service of foreign kings. While in the service of these kings, they had several foreign customs forced upon them, but they refused 

to go against the commands of the God that they served – the one true God of the universe. Each of the chapters in Daniel tells of 

a 'me where either Daniel, or his friends, had to rebel against the culture around them, in order to remain faithful to God. One of 

my favorite stories in this book comes from chapter 3, where we literally see the faith of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego test-

ed by fire. 

In the first two chapters of Daniel, we see where King Nebuchadnezzar has been introduced to God, and he gives God praise, but 

he never truly worships God for who He is. While he may realize that he was wrong in some of his ac'ons, and while he may stop 

and praise God, throughout Nebuchadnezzar’s reign you see him influenced by people within his court to turn away from God and 

glorify himself. In chapter 3, verses 1-6, King Nebuchadnezzar has fallen back into the bad habit of self-worship. His ego and pride 

have become his gods, and he has built a literal idol to himself, forcing his subjects to bow to it in worship. In verse 7, Nebuchad-

nezzar has allowed his pride to cause others to sin, forcing them to break God’s commandments. But, Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego sought to honor God in all that they did. By doing so, they outworked the other administrators, and established them-

selves as more valuable to the king than the others. As a Chris'an, you are called to work, no maAer what your job is, as though 

you are working for the Lord. When you seek to honor God in all that you do, you will make others uncomfortable – especially 

when they are struggling with their own sin. So, we have these other administrators growing jealous because they are being out-

worked by these three young men, who are also handling the affairs of the king with honesty and integrity. The other administra-

tors know that the only way they will be able to get anything against our boys is by catching them break the king’s edict because 

they refuse to go against God’s commands. So, in verses 8-12, we see the other administrators raEng out Daniel’s buddies for not 

breaking God’s command against worshiping any other idol or graven image. In verses 13-15, Nebuchadnezzar becomes so angry 

at the boys for defying his edict, and his ego has grown so out-of-control, that he begins mocking God. He threatens the boys, and 

even asks them “what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?” I just told you that you will make people uncomfortable 

when you are living for Christ. Nobody likes having their sin thrown in their face. When you live for Christ, the Spirit will use you to 

convict others of where they are failing. What is our natural reac'on to the things that make us uncomfortable? To lash-out at it. 

Jesus understood this, and He told His followers, in Mathew 5:11: “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and 

falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.” Well, Nebuchadnezzar goes a liAle bit further than just insul'ng the boys. 

He tells them that their faith in God will cost them their lives. The boys understand that it is beAer to die honoring God, than to 

live by dishonoring Him. There will come a day when believers must choose where they stand. Jesus told His followers that they 

would have to be willing to risk everything to follow Him, using the imagery of the cross, or crucifixion, to relay the seriousness of 

their decision (MaAhew 16: 24-25). The idea of choosing to sacrifice everything to follow Jesus was not foreign to His followers, 

nor was it lost on Jesus Himself, as HE SACRIFICED ALL FOR US. Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego understood this message. They 

didn’t worry about seeking the favor of man, and only cared about pleasing God. I love their outlook in verse 18. They are confi-

dent in the ability of God to rescue them (vs 17), BUT they do not base their faith in God solely on what He does for them. They 

understand that we don’t worship God because of what He does, but that we worship Him for who He is – because He IS God, and 

He is worthy of all our worship and praise. There are some who base their faith on the outcome of their prayers – if God gives me 

this, then I will praise Him - but, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego state that they will not turn from God, even if He doesn’t save 

them.  Now, in verses 19-27, there is A LOT going on. First off, check out King Nebuchadnezzar’s liAle hissy-fit: he orders the fur-

nace turned up 7 'mes hoAer than usual! It gets turned up so hot that it actually kills the soldiers that are charged with puEng 

the boys in! Secondly, the king sees a fourth man in the furnace with them, whom he describes as looking “like a son of the gods”. 

Many scholars believe that this was the pre-incarnate Christ – Jesus, before He was born here on earth. Thirdly, there was no 

harm that came to the boys. King Nebuchadnezzar calls them out of the fire, and they walked out without any evidence of fire 

touching them – no singed or scorched clothing, not even a smell of fire on them. Jesus came to them and rescued them from the 

fire. This is a picture of exactly what He does for us in our lives: we encounter Him, and if we accept His gi1 of salva'on, He literal-

ly saves us from the fires of hell! 

Lastly, in verses 28-30, we see that the boys’ faithfulness points King Nebuchadnezzar towards the one true God. This is what we, 

as believers, are called to do! It’s no different for us today than it was all those thousands of years ago! So, what does your life 

say? To whom are you being faithful? To God, or to yourself? Are you surrendering to the fires of this world, or to the One who 

overcomes them? My prayer is that, when we are held to the fire, we would be able to stand with the faith of these three young 

men. 



   Michelle Luster 

   Preschool Director 

Community 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Pre-K—5th Grade 

 Saturday, 

 April 20th 

2:00-4:00 pm 

    GAMES! 

     SNACKS! 

     EASTER 

     STORY! 

Hello Spring!!!  We are so happy that Spring is here! So many great  things happening.  I love seeing every-

thing turn a preAy green again.  The flowers and trees blooming.  It’s beau'ful!  We are star'ng to go back 

outside. Kids and teachers will be out for Spring Break. HOORAY! 

Easter will be here before we know it.  Let us take 'me to reflect and know what Jesus did for us.  I always 

love geEng to tell the children about this story.  It’s a hard story for pre-

school.  They don’t quite get it all.  What I love is to hear them tell me when we 

are done that  “Jesus is alive!”  Even our small children see His love and that His 

spirit lives in us.  We are excited about our Easter Celebra'ons.  Steven and the 

worship team are working hard on Behold the Christ.  We will also have the pre-

school and children Easter Celebra'on on April 20
th

 from 2 pm-4 pm.  This is 

something we are going to try and do a liAle different this year.  We want to in-

vite the  community to our celebra'on and tell the story of Jesus and what he has 

done for us.  Of course we will have some fun games, snacks and an egg 

hunt.  Can’t wait to see the  faithfulness in being the disciples and servants God 

intended to us to be!   

Also, don’t forget if you have a baby age  2 years old or under and 

would like to dedicate your family on Mother’s Day please get with 

me.  This is a 'me where parents are promising to raise their chil-

dren in the training and teaching of the Lord with the help of the 

church and other Chris'ans. Thank you for sharing your precious 

children with us in this ministry.   

I love to hear 

them tell me 

“Jesus is 

alive!”   

VOLUNTEEER TRAININGVOLUNTEEER TRAININGVOLUNTEEER TRAININGVOLUNTEEER TRAINING    

MARCH 31STMARCH 31STMARCH 31STMARCH 31ST    

FOLLOWING WORSHIPFOLLOWING WORSHIPFOLLOWING WORSHIPFOLLOWING WORSHIP    

LUNCH PROVIDEDLUNCH PROVIDEDLUNCH PROVIDEDLUNCH PROVIDED    

Anyone interested in working with 

Anyone interested in working with Anyone interested in working with 

Anyone interested in working with 

children from bed babies through 

children from bed babies through children from bed babies through 

children from bed babies through 

youth will need to take the train-

youth will need to take the train-youth will need to take the train-

youth will need to take the train-

ing.  This includes working in VBS.

ing.  This includes working in VBS.ing.  This includes working in VBS.

ing.  This includes working in VBS. 
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Grades 6-12   April 26-27 

Registration Deadline: April 7th 

WEEKEND 

Apr. 5 - 6:30 pm 

2537 Duncan 
(Pam Fowler’s Home) 

REDEEMED Women’s Ministry 
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MISSION	STATEMENT 

Calvary Baptist Church exists to connect peo-

ple to Christ, to His Truth, to His Church, 

and to His Mission. 

Calvary Bap'st Church 
900 E. 23rd                      Pampa, TX 79065 

 Sunday, May 19th 

BECOMING A 

DISCIPLE MAKER 

DEVELOP SPIRITUAL GROWTH SKILLS 

AND HELP OTHERS TO DO THE SAME 

 Learn to— 

   . Be controlled by the Holy Spirit. 

   . Listen to God with an obedient heart. 

   . Develop an effective consistent daily time     
         with God. 

   . Read the Bible and discern insights that 
         you can apply to your own life. 

      . Study the Bible. 

     . Pray effectively. 

     . Share your faith confidently. 

 Begins Wed., Mar. 20—6:30 pm 
Room # B-4 

Student paks are $25.  Call the church office by 
Mar. 13 so we can order the supplies. 


