
 

What chaotic days these are! There 15 all the panic of the gold rush days as the tycoons realise that their only 

hope of retaining the value of their capita] is to turn it into gold. Bidding is high in the sold auctions. In the last 

three years gold has almost quadrupled in value, more than half the amount sold in this period being bought by 

West Germany on behalf of oil-rich Arabs, anxious in a day of political uncertainties and global inflation. And 

now thousands of ordinary people are following this panic flight to gold, reflecting the fear and insecurity of our 

time. Then there is a flight of another kind; over a million refugees from Viet Nam in the last twelve months. A 

quarter of them have travelled overland into the Peoples Republic of China, and half a million have escaped by 

sea to South-East Asia. Some estimate that at least 500,000 have drowned at sea. Meanwhile, East and West 

continue to confront each other. Every continent is affected. Africa, in particular, is experiencing not merely a 

resurgence of tribal dissension and racial struggle between black and white, but also the more sinister intrusion 

of world super-powers intent on widening their sphere of influence in this great continent so rich with natural 

mineral, energy and food resources. 

 

In the Middle East, the perennial conflict between Israel and her Arab neighbours continues. In spite of all the 

peace attempts being made, little is being resolved. Underneath there still lies the deep insecurity of an area of 

the globe fraught with danger for the whole of mankind. Nearer home there are social and welfare problems, 

inner city tensions growing crime rate, spiralling inflation and family disintegration. The purpose of this article is 

simply to highlight the more important underlying causes and set forth God's answers, to give us an 

understanding of the time in which we live. 

 

Shakedown 

All the chaotic features I have mentioned are being triggered by the same underlying cause: God is at work — 

not only allowing the chaos but provoking it, for it is his intention that these things come to pass as the age 

closes. He is shaking every concept of security man has, whether it is his trust in money and material 

possessions, or his confidence in international politics and his ability to handle the great questions of our time. 

God is showing that the wisdom of men is futile when confronted with issues of such magnitude as we see 

today. The writer of the book of Hebrews declared, At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has 

promised, Once morel will shake not only the earth but also the heavens". The words "once more" indicate the 

removing of what can be shaken— that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may remain. 

Therefore since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful and so worship God 

acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming fire' (Heb 12:26-29). 

 

Here God makes it abundantly clear why he is shaking this earth. He is shaking it with the full intention that the 

perishable will perish, the changeable to change, the shakeable will shake, so that only what is imperishable, 

unchangeable and unshakable may remain, that is: the kingdom  of God. 



 

The Only Security 

 

As we leave the 70's and move into the 80's, God is declaring from the heavens that man's rule and government 

cannot handle the problems of today's world, that man's own resources are insufficient to sustain him. Man 

cannot live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. This is more secure than 

gold, more secure than international diplomacy, more secure than anything else in the world. Man's sufficiency 

is insufficient. Only what is of his kingdom, only those who live under his government of grace will remain 

secure in this age. It seems that the 80's are part of God's countdown to the return of Jesus Christ. 1he mid 50's 

saw evangelistic waves spreading across the Western world, with multitudes finding Christ. The 60's brought a 

great outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the charismatic awakening in every denomination. With the 70s came 

the  restoration message of God's order and government in the churches, with the recognition of apostles and 

prophets as foundational, working together with all the other ministries for the maturing of the church as God 

intended it to be. We now enter the 80's with the Holy Spirit moving in the church to unify all these facets and 

beautify the church in preparation for the return a1 the King. Let us then pinpoint sonic of the issues we may 

expect to come to the forefront in the process. 

 

 

 

Faith That Works 

 

'We walk by faith and not by sight'. 'The just shall live by faith'. If you can believe, all things are possible to him 

who believes'. These scriptures, together with countless others, teach us that the principle of life in God's 

kingdom is faith. Faith that sees beyond the natural to the spiritual. Faith that sees beyond what appears to be, 

to what truly is. Faith that looks beyond world disintegration and sees both the intention of God and his 

provision for every need. world's life. This has come about through the sanctifying of special buildings, special 

days, and confining the practice of our religion to those days and those buildings. The gospels and acts make it 

clear that, in the main, the expression of Gods life through Christ and the apostles took place in the streets of 

the towns and villages where they moved. The miracles were in the streets and the highways, the healings were 

at the pools and the rivers. The power of God was visibly evident in the mainstream of life. It was this that 

caused cities and towns to be turned upside down by these men. Their words and works were a provocation to 

every man around them. None could sit on the fence' in their attitude to the early church. 

 

In the 80's we may expect the same. Faith in God and the power of God will be demonstrated apart from 

religious buildings or special days, in the everyday stream of life in homes, towns, villages, cities, market squares 

and places of employment. There people will be prayed for and healings take place. 



 

Already churches across the world are seeing the necessity of dividing the congregation into house groups in 

each locality of their city or town, recognising that it is in these smaller settings that people can grow in 

community together, sharing their common life in Christ. A decade ago only a handful of churches had seen this. 

Now there must be many thousands, in most countries of the world. Without question, this will become the 

math corporate expression of God's people by the end of the 80's. In saying this I am not suggesting that we will 

not continue to meet together for worship in large gatherings in special places. large-scale celebration and 

prophetic stirring will be experienced In the larger settings, but this will not be the main arena for the practice 

of our faith. This will be demonstrated and practised where men can see it. Only demonstration in these 

everyday places will really show the relevance of the gospel message to mankind today. How swiftly churches 

are losing adherents is made clear elsewhere in this issue. 

 

Generally speaking, where a church gains, it is by people moving into the town or moving from one church to 

another. At best, this is mere redeployment of Christian personnel. But in the early church, growth was by birth. 

And if we are to see the kingdom of God expand and the churches of Jesus Christ grow, it can only come about 

by a gospel that works where man has his need. 

 

Cost of Discipleship 

 

For Christians living in the Western world discipleship has not proved very costly. In the early church, it cost 

everything, and in many parts of the world it still does. We can expect, in the 80's, pressures that will prove the 

reality of our commitment to Jesus Christ. They will prove whether what we have is something to which we are 

totally committed or merely an insurance policy to escape hell. Both heaven and hell are real but for far too long 

they have been made tile primary motivation of the gospel. If you wanted to escape hell, and go to heaven, you 

received Jesus Christ as your Saviour. The message of Jesus Christ was totally different. it centred upon 

commitment to his kingdom here and now, living under the government of God in daily experience. It meant 

bringing life into alignment with God's nature, allowing the Spirit of God to produce godliness in ordinary men 

here and now. Jesus said, This gospel of the kingdom must be preached in all the world for a witness, then shall 

the end come'. The challenge to men today is to live in the kingdom of God, before the end comes, to bring 

their lives into total submission to the will of God. 

 

This will call for a commitment and it will be costly. Worldly men around you will notice that you axe totally 

different, and in a way that they dislike, so that they will begin to hate you as they hated Jesus. Your 

righteousness will throw into contrast their own unrighteousness, your commitment to honesty will reveal their 

dishonesty, your diligence at work will show up their slothfulness. Your clean living and your faithfulness to your 

wife and children will show up the immorality and duplicity of the times. 

 



We can expect the lines to become clearer in the 80s. No longer will it be possible to sit on the fence, to live 

substandard, to have merely form. Pressure upon the church will ensure that only those truly committed to God 

will be willing to live as disciples of Christ in the Kingdom. 

 

Such are the days in which we live, days destined to become mare perilous yet. But those who know 

their God shall be strong and do exploits! And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for 

you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night 

is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armour of light' 

(Rom 13:1112, NIV). 


