
 

“The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God…” One of the most neglected aspects of 

church life is that of spiritual warfare. Some avoid the matter through fear of what forces may be unleashed by 

Satan; fear.of possible extremism, and exaggerated over-emphasis on evil spirits permeating the minds of the 

Church. However, we can no longer afford to ignore the reality of conflict, nor side-step personal involvement. 

We are part of a church which is destined to demonstrate the authority of God's rule in Christ in every part of 

our world by preaching "the Gospel of the Kingdom in all the earth for a witness," and only "then will the end 

come." Paul says, concerning the nature of this warfare: "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world, and against the spiritual forces 

of evil in the heavenly realms'' (Gal. 6:11,12). We see behind the events — politics, happenings and course of 

human history — great spiritual movement powers and evil personages seeking to obtain their control over 

mankind. And it is with these Paul sees the Church engaged in spiritual battle. Today we sense the wind of God 

crossing our land. A new release of love, worship and fellowship is being felt in many places. A new 

understanding of commitment to the Lord and to each other is in the church. At the same time a new 

awareness of our role as God's army, engaged in battle? Paul often uses military terminology to convey the 

spiritual truths of such warfare. He speaks of "the weapons we fight with are not the weapons of this world" (2 

Cor. 10:4). 

 

The Unity of the Church 

Paul, when faced with the divisions of the Church at Corinth and realising that by continuing to share in the 

covenant meal, communion, they were expressing an unreal situation. He pointed out the ravages of Satan 

amongst them as a result: "For this cause many of you are weak and sick and some have died" (1 Cor. 11:30). 

This church in disunity was being torn and ravished by the evil one. They had brought the God allowed tragedy 

upon themselves. Many people in churches are suffering as a result of wrong attitudes to one another and their 

refusal of fellowship for unrighteous reasons. If disunity caused such havoc in Corinth, how much greater 

blessing a church unified by love and flowing together in harmony of purpose could effect. They are assuredly 

causing havoc among Satan's host. The Holy Spirit emphasises this in the Acts of the Apostles. "When the day of 

Pentecost had come, they were all together in the one place" (Acts 2:1). We see their unity of expectation of the 

Father's promise. They were all absolutely convinced of the truth of the promise of Jesus, and fully expectant of 

its being fulfilled. They were also expressing their obedience to the commands of Christ. Although 500 had seen 

Him ascend, this 120 were obedient to receiving the promise. And again: "Now the company of those who 

believe were of one heart and soul, and no one said that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but 

they had everything in common" (Acts 4:32). Here is their unity expressed in the practical areas of life, their 

concern and care for one another. The subjection of all persona' interest and possessions to the greater need of 

the community of the whole church. What an impact such a committed lifestyle had on the larger community 

me of the world around them. No wonder the Bible says they were "having favour with all the people, and the 



Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved" (Acts 2:47). Jesus was so conscious of the 

unity of His Church being the key factor in the reality of its testimony to the world that He prayed one of His 

most appealing prayers to Father for this to happen. "I do not pray for these only (the present disciples), but 

also for those who believe in me through their word, that they all may be one, Father, just as you are in me and 

I am in you, may they also be in us that the world may believe that you have sent me" (Jn. 17:21). Consider the 

tremendous impact of a unified church in believing prayer claiming God's power and immediately assaulting 

hell's gates. When Peter and John were released and returned to their own company with the report of what 

the elders had decided, that they were no longer to preach in the name of Jesus, it says: "When they heard it, 

they lifted up their voices together in prayer to God . . . After they had prayed, the place in which they were 

meeting was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the Word of God boldly" (Acts 4:24-

31). 

 

A Good Conscience 

"If our conscience does not condemn us, we can have confidence in God's presence. We receive from Him 

whatever we ask, because we obey His commands and do what pleases Him" (1 Jn. 3:21-22). How often have 

you been self-disqualified from attempting or achieving much in life through the constant feeling of 

unworthiness, born of a bad conscience. On the other hand, with what confidence you have tackled things 

when aware of a deep sense of God's presence with nothing wrong between you. A good conscience is an 

absolute necessity for you or me to move in faith with God. We cannot blame those great and exceedingly 

precious promises unless our claim springs from a heart of faith and is born out of a good conscience. A good 

conscience is the soil in which the seed of God's Word and truth finds its sustenance and faith. I can stand both 

before God and before men knowing that in declaring the message of the Kingdom of Christ I am declaring a 

rule that has found its place in my own life, a rule that has subjected all alien attitudes and actions of my own 

being to God Himself. I am preaching what I am practicing instead of trying to practice what I'm preaching. The 

Word of Faith Jesus demonstrated the authority of the word of faith in casting out evil spirits. Heaven's full 

resources were committed by God to see that the word of Jesus was utterly fulfilled.  

 

The early church realised the power of the word of faith and prayed for boldness in preaching and for God's 

accompanying signs to confirm it. One of the most revealing statements Jesus ever made shows the relationship 

of faith and the word. "If you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from 

here to there' and it will move. Nothing will be impossible to you" (Matt. 17:20). We are frequently faced with 

seemingly insurmountable problems in our lives, and often resort to assaulting heaven with our prayers instead 

of ruling over the situation by the word of faith. We spend more time asking God for mountain-like faith to 

move our mustard seeds than we do in ruling over the situation. When God has given you His Word in a matter, 

He has given you an understanding of His will and mind, and of His absolute determined intention to perform 

that mind. As children of God's Kingdom we learn to reign through speaking the word of faith, into every 

situation that confronts us.  

 



Confessions of weakness and worry must give way to an attitude and confession of faith. Doubt and fear must 

not rule the mind of God's people. It is because the devil realises the power of God's word of faith that he tries 

so much to cause us to doubt it. Over the centuries emissaries of Satan have produced theological half truths to 

undercut the simplicity of God's word. Great and precious promises have been seriously weakened by the 

unbelieving interpretations men have put on them. This has resulted in small achievements by a weakened 

church trying to believe a shrinking Bible. Today, God's Word is as true and powerful as when the early church 

turned cities, towns and nations upside down with it. No wonder the expansion of the Church after Pentecost is 

often described in terms of the Word Of faith. "The Word of God increased and the number of disciples 

increased greatly in Jerusalem and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith" (Acts 6:7). "But the 

Word of God grew and multiplied" (Acts 12:24). 

 

 Acts of Goodness 

 "If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty, give him a drink, for by doing this you will make him burn 

with shame. Do not let evil defeat you, instead let good overcome evil" (Rom. 12:20-21). For too long we have 

thought wrongly of evils done to us. We have put ourselves under great strain 'not to react' and have 

suppressed our inner anger and feelings of injustice and hurt. This causes emotional strain and has often been 

the cause of mental imbalance for people who in childhood or teen years turned their 

feelings of hurt inward and whose personality consequently suffered. The Bible does not teach we are 'not to 

react' to wrongs committed against us, but 'how to react'. Bad reaction causes you to be as 

unrighteous before God as those perpetrating the evil done. Neither is the neutrality of 

'Don't react brother' sound thinking, for it does not conquer the immediate wrong; it merely suppresses 

personal feelings. The weapons in this warfare are both an attitude and an act of genuine goodness. 

This prevents inner hurt and long years of remembering the wrong done to you. By reacting immediately with a 

good work or kind word you become more than conqueror over the evil of the moment. Consider the words of 

Jesus: "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do." Or, again, Stephen being martyred while pleading; 

"Lay not this sin to their charge." Both Jesus and Stephen were overcomers even in their death, by the very 

attitude of forgiveness expressed in their prayer. 

 

The Gifts of the Spirit 

These were not given by the Holy Spirit for a church to enjoy charismatic 'tingle' or glory goosebumps, but 

through the use of these gifts it could be built up in faith and move out in war into Satan's territory; with the 

word of wisdom bringing resolution to many a complex problem; the word of knowledge causing understanding 

of the situation more perfectly; supernatural faith enabling them to move in 

dimensions that their own normal understanding militated against; healings undoing Satan's works; working of 

miracles displaying the almighty power of God; whilst prophecy brought forth God's mind and purpose to the 

immediate situation. An ability to discern the spirits immediately unmasked and uncovered satanic schemes and 

intentions; speaking with tongues and interpretation communicated with God and men in a higher spiritual 



dimension than natural mind could conceive. The early church moving in a full expression of these wonderful 

weapons of war lifted hell's gates from their hinges and flung them to one side, bound the satanic strong man 

and promptly declared the prisoners of their generation free men. Our challenge today is to arise as a mighty 

army moving in unity, righteousness, good works, ruling through the word of faith, demonstrating God's power 

through the gifts of His Spirit, bringing liberty to our generation, our nation and our world — thus 

demonstrating the Kingdom of God has come. "For although we live in a world we do not wage war as the world 

does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 

tear down strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 

of God and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ" (2 Cor. 10:4-5). 


