
 

 

The increase of God's government over our lives means the increase of his government through our lives, and 

that means growth— both personal and corporate. This article challenges the thinking that locks us up to 

smallness. If we dare to expect the increase God speaks of there is no limit to our potential usefulness in his 

kingdom. As the rule of God increases over our lives, so the manifestation of that rule will increase through our 

lives. What is true of the individual is true also for the church. To believe the message of Jesus of necessity 

involves us in planning for growth. For too long Christians have thought too small Our thinking has been trapped 

by the concept of 'you in your small corner and I in mine. 

 

God Wants Us To Grow Spiritually 

 

One of the saddest things Paul said to any church was said to Corinth: 'I could not address you as those who are 

spiritual. . . hut mere infants in Christ' (I Cor 3:1). Paul was disappointed with their progress. 

 

The apostles expected Christians to grow up. It was part of the burden of their apostolic praying: 'And we pray 

this in order that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 

good work, growing in the knowledge of God' (Col 1:10). The apostles knew that the faith required to bring 

increase of the kingdom of God in this age was tied up with the increase of the knowledge of God within his 

people. As our knowledge of God increases, so will the release of faith in us. And this faith will produce the 

works of Jesus that convince the ungodly. 'The people who know their God will he strong and do exploits' (Dan 

11:32). In addition to our faith, God wants us to increase in our love for one another. One of the unwritten laws 

of life is that you in5rease in that to which you apply yourself. This works both positively, with respect to loving 

each other, as well as negatively, in any aspect of practiced ungodliness (I Thes 4:10; 2 Tim 2:16). 

 

God Wants Us To Grow Numerically 

 

To be small is not wrong but to stay small is. Numerical growth, as much as any other thing in life, is in keeping 

with an exercise of our faith. For too long the church has made excuses for its lack of numerical growth. Many 

churches have been lulled into a false sense of contentment with their smallness by excusing their lack of 

progress as being something to do with God. Discounting those excuses that apportion blame to such 

circumstances as 'the difficulty of our times' or 'the poor location of our meeting place', we have to overcome 

the more subtle excuses that hinder our progress. 'God does not count numbers' is a favourite one. I wonder, 

then, why the Bible speaks of Gideon's 300, David's 30, Jesus' 12 disciples, the 70 disciples, the feeding of 4,000 

and 5,000, the 3,000 at Pentecost, the 5,000 later in the week. 'We don't want to become too big or we will 



become impersonal'. This one sounds as though it has a good deal going for it. However, if this was necessarily 

so, the early church was in trouble from the first Pentecost! Things become impersonal if we become exclusive 

in our leadership. As we make room for the ministry of many people, so the flow of the love and fellowship of 

God will be strong amongst us. 'God can't trust us with more at this time'. Then let us adjust and become trust-

worthy. Perhaps it would be more honest to say, 'We can't trust God for more at this time'. 'The church will 

always be a little flock'. We must let God explain what he means by 'little' rather that interpret it ourselves. For 

if we read his Word aright, then ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands are destined to 

be part of his 'little flock' (Rev 5:1 1). The early church never once considered making excuses for lack of growth. 

They expected, planned for and experienced growth (Acts 14:1; 17:4; 5:14; 6:7). 

 

God Wants Us To Grow In Our Ministry 

 

There is an astonishing statement in the Bible confirming that there is no limit to the increase of God's 

government: 'Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's 

throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 

forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this' (Is 9:7). The prophet did not see this happening in a 

single moment of time or by some eschatological event. He was speaking of a progressive development This 

progress would not be made without conflict Therefore, of necessity, it would not only be progressive but 

aggressive. The kingdom of God cannot coexist peacefully alongside the kingdom of darkness. There will be 

inevitable conflict, with the greater overthrowing the lesser.  

 

The message Jesus brought of the immediacy of the kingdom of God demanded the conquest of the spiritual 

powers of evil. Each time he cast out a devil it was in anticipation of the hour when Satan would be visibly and 

finally stripped of power over mankind. Having accomplished through his death and resurrection the total 

defeat of the satanic world, Jesus ascended to his place at his Father's right hand in the heavens to await the 

subjection of all his enemies beneath him. This would be achieved through his anointed body, the church on 

earth. We have been sent to proclaim 'this gospel of the kingdom' throughout the whole earth, and only then 

will the end come. Paul recognised not only his gift in the body of Christ, but the measure of authority and rule 

God had given to him in the lives of people: 'We, however, will not boast beyond proper limits, but will confine 

our boasting to the field God has assigned to us, a field that reaches even to you' (2 Cor 10:13). Paul was careful 

not to assume authority where God had not given it. But he was anxious to both defend and exercise his rights 

where God had extended them, as at Corinth. Yet even this great apostle Paul was not content to view his 

fruitfulness at Corinth as the end of the line. To adopt this attitude would be to limit himself. His heart was 

bursting to reach into new areas. He believed that what Isaiah had said, that there would be no end to the 

increase of Christ's government, was true for him also.  

 

Paul recognised that Christ was extending his government through the ministries he had given to the church. 

Consequently, he was anxious that his ministry would lead to an increase of the rule of Christ through him. One 



of the saddest things in life is to meet Christians whose anticipation of growth in serving God has come to an 

end. They become trapped in a rut and fail to see the increasing rule of God through them. There is nothing 

stopping us going on to greater things and extending our ministry to others except our self- imposed limits. 

Things stagnate when we cease to use them. This is why Paul exhorted Timothy to 'stir up the gift' that was in 

him. Everything we have received from God that expresses his will and his government is meant to increase 

within us and through us. This helps us understand Paul's exhortations to earnestly desire spiritual gifts while 

pursuing love. The implication being, do not settle for what you have as being God's last word hut see it as a tool 

to use now and an incentive to greater things for the future. Let the present limits of your ministry become the 

stepping stones to greater things. For if you can receive it, there will he no end to the increase of his 

government and peace through you. 


