
 

 

"What's wrong, John? For weeks Now it’s been obvious you are under pressure? You seem to have lost your 

whole zeal in life. There’s obviously something weighing on now it's been obvious your mind." "Well, that's it; 

there are so many things on my mind. I have been offered promotion with the firm; but to accept means a 

possible move to live elsewhere, just when we feel so settled and in our place here in the church. With the 

promotion is a house and you know our accommodation problems, how we have been asking God to do 

something about it. I'm so muddled in my thinking I can't decide what to do." In numerous other types of 

situations this scene is re-enacted: people confused, then trapped by their indecision; so many thoughts for and 

against crowding into the mind that the person puts off making decision, but loses all peace by doing so. 

 

One of the most important keys to happy living is making decisions. Many decisions are simple to take: what to 

eat for breakfast, what to wear for work, though I have met some people who are so indecisive in life that even 

these issues are major. The Bible is the story of confrontations that required decision — from the temptation in 

Eden on through to receiving Christ and becoming a child of God. Our earliest introduction to God in Genesis 

shows Him as a God of decision. His creative work sprang from a mind that was governed by His decision. He 

said, "Let there be," and there was. In respect to mankind we are the result of a decision. God said, "Let us make 

man in our own image and likeness," and having made the decision God proceeded to make man, His most 

fearful and wonderfully made crown of creation. God expects us to make decisions and know our decisions, 

otherwise lack of them will govern the pattern of our lives. 

 

1 Survey the Options 

 

To enable us to make the right decision we should first survey the options. Our minds are very active. Whenever 

situations call for decisions we immediately think of several possibilities — ways we could approach the matter; 

results that may occur if we do it this way or that. This is for many people their crisis point. With so many 

possibilities and not a few probabilities people pull the switch-off lever and shrink away from having to decide. I 

wonder how many have considered that in so doing they are really now being governed by that very act of 

'deciding not to decide'? For that is a better definition of indecision: it's deciding not to decide. It is as powerful 

in the pattern-forming of our lives as the more positive act of decision. I've met scores of people whose life 

pattern shows the land-marks of deciding not to decide. Their ill health, their fears, their worried look, their job 

hopping, church hunting, counselling safaris make them insecure in life. Do not shrink from surveying the 

options. If necessary, to enable you to think the issue through to conclusion, write it down in a simple pattern 

such as: 

 

a) What is the issue calling for decision? 

b) What practical decisions could I make? 



c) What possible consequences will follow? 

d) What probable consequence will follow? 

 

At this point, facing the possible consequences and especially the more probable consequences we should 

surrender the issues to God, and.. 

 

2 Embrace the Outcome 

 

The most difficult decisions we have to make are those that leave the future apparently uncertain, where the 

outcome could go in any one of a dozen different directions. When God called on Abram to leave his country 

and move out to a land which God would show him, there was in this command the element of the mysterious 

unknown future, which Abram must have considered deeply before deciding to leave the certainties of his life in 

Ur of the Chaldees to embark on the journey into the unknown. The only way he could have started in peace of 

mind was to have weighed up the possible outcomes of his obedience and having surrendered each to God and 

embraced the outcome as from God he could therefore go forward confidently knowing God was in control. 

This then enabled Abram to embrace the possible future of his decision as God's will for him in that situation. 

God not only rules over our decisions but rules the circumstances that are the outcome of those decisions. 

 

3 Decide I Will' 

 

Having surrendered myself to God in the issue, I now decide. The most important words at this time become 'I 

will'. A man's will is his key to accomplishment. Until it takes command he has nowhere to go. The moment you 

say"l will" things start happening. Firstly, you are no longer confused by a battery of muddled options. Your 

mind has settled on the course of action for you to take. All other possible routes are closed off. Your thinking 

clears and you find yourself more sure and steady in the face of the situation that calls for decision. You are no 

longer a man-sized ball of uncertainty but, secure and firm, you begin to feel the flow of power and authority 

that comes with the words '1 will'. Just as a car vibrates with the switching on of the engine and leaps forward 

by use of gear and accelerator, so we feel the power to act flow from our decision of 'I will'. It now focuses our 

faith. We have a clear objective, a goal to be reached, a clear route to that objective. We know what to ask for 

when we pray; we are able to pray decisively. Jesus said, "Whatever you ask the Father in My name, I will do it." 

We now have our "whatever" to pray for. We know exactly what it is that we are aiming to reach. 

 

4 Act Your Decisions 

 

Moses on coming into the camp and seeing Israel's idolatrous worship of the golden calf in righteous anger 

smashed the tables of law and cried out, "Who is on the Lord's side?" Suddenly 21/2 million people had to make 

a decision. Options were few, yes or no. Levi's family came forward. His declaration was very simple. "As for me 

and my house, we will serve the Lord." He has made his decision and it now governed his action. His will had 



decisively moved into gear. The Prodigal son sitting dissolutioned in a pig sty, stomach and nose reminding him 

of his sorry state, surveying his condition and considering the future possibilities, was suddenly transformed 

from the hopeless disconsolate wreck of a man with no future by the words "I will arise and go to my father and 

say..." That decision, those powerful words, now started the flow of power in his action. The adrenalin pumped 

into his emaciated frame, he found new strength urging him home. "I will arise and go to my father." Obstacles, 

wilderness, long journey, tiring journey; storms, wind — nothing could stop him now, because he was motivated 

by "I will arise and go to my father." Often at the point of action our decisions meet road blocks. Let me point 

out two major road blocks that we may encounter, 

 

(1) Sudden fears  

 

Flashbacks to outcomes we have already considered and given over to God. I like what the psalmist said, "At 

such times as I am afraid I will trust in the Lord." He was just like us, not immune to sudden fears, but let us now 

be like him in handling them. When they arise reaffirm, vocally if necessary, your trust in God. Someone said, 

"When fear knocked at the door, I sent faith to answer and found no-one there." 

 

(2) Our second road block, inertia. 

 

Natural inertia lurks in all men; and in decision making laziness emerges at the fatigue point. We are often 

tempted to put off acting our decisions by that road block of human inertia. If I could add two more powerful 

words to those of 'I will' they are 'press on'. Every achievement men ever made came by those who took their 

first steps and then pressed on through every road block to achieve their goal. Paul said, "I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." Here we have the picture of a man totally 

committed to achieving his single objective, a man of purposeful decisions. Now the challenge of this article to 

you is, make your decisions. For your decisions govern your actions and your actions create the pattern of your 

life.


