
 

 

My earliest memories as a Christian are those of listening to stirring accounts of the great Welsh revival of 1904, 

related by a white-headed, wrinkled-faced, bright-eyed old man. I would sit for hours listening incredulously to 

stories of pubs being emptied as chapels filled up; how the miners would go down the coal-pits singing the 

praises of God; homes and families were transformed, and in some towns crime dropped to an almost nan-

existent level. I seemed to hear singing in the heavens and to see the cloud of God's presence hovering over the 

hills, so caught up was I in the fervour of his related stories. I began reading avidly about the great awakening, 

and decided one day to make a pilgrimage to the places referred to in the various accounts. Loughor, 

Gorseinon, Ammanford, Rhos, Neath, LIanelli and the little town of Aberdare, where I was then living, all 

focussed prominently in those revival accounts. As we examine the history of those times, we quickly see that it 

is impossible to divorce that great spiritual awakening in Wales from the total thrust of what the Spirit of God 

was doing around the earth, for it was at the turn of the century that God was pouring His Spirit out in many 

countries. Mighty baptisms of the Spirit were taking place and the restoration of spiritual gifts was widespread. 

Evan Roberts, the most prominent revivalist in the Welsh awakening, was in frequent correspondence with men 

in the Azusa Street revival of Los Angeles, U.S.A., encouraging them greatly at that time to seek for a visitation of 

God such as they had heard of in his land. Although he was the most prominent of revivalists, there were many 

others, such as Dan Roberts, Hank and Seth Joshua, Sydney Evans, Mary Davies, Anne Davies and Priscilla 

Watkins, but such was the divine and sovereign act of God's visitation that thousands of people moved into the 

Kingdom without any special preacher being present at all. 

 

A Growing Hunger 

 

After the first great wave of spiritual awakening had subsided, euphoria and enthusiasm gave way 

to a deep hunger in the hearts of God's people. Thousands began meeting in earnest prayer in meetings. Their 

desire was to know God more intimately and to experience an even deeper life in the Holy Spirit. Young men 

began calling on God to restore His spiritual authority and leadership in the Church. Through reading the 

scriptures, they became convinced of the necessity of God's ministries of apostle and prophet being restored. 

Among such men were Daniel Powell Williams, Thomas Jones and LIwn Hendy, who became early pioneers of 

what is now known as the Apostolic Church. As the momentum gathered strength, this became a period of 

great evangelisation and missionary movement. A people ablaze with a passion for God and the lost became a 

people eager to see the Church as the Bride of Christ moving in purity and power in their day. 

 

Denominational Reaction 

 

Whereas the initial wave of revival power had been received with joy, the further demonstration 



of God's presence in the Church producing the spiritual gifts of tongues, prophecy, healings and miracles., was 

met with reaction and resistance. By and large, the exercising of the gift of tongues and of prophecy was viewed 

as an extreme and extravagant expression of fleshly behaviour, and many denominations spoke out strongly 

against these things as works of the devil. Thousands of believers were forced into the undesired situation of 

having to leave their churches. Even then, the subtleties of Satan continued to wage war in the hearts and 

minds of those who were baptised with the Spirit, dividing them over church government, the exercising of 

spiritual gifts and various different shades of doctrine until within a short period the word Pentecostal, which 

had been associated with this outpouring, covered a very wide spectrum of denominational allegiance. The 

Apostolic Church, which had been the pioneer crying for a restoration of the ministries of God in the Church, 

had now become a rather exclusive and minor segment of Pentecostalism. 

 

The Harsh Reality 

 

It was while on pilgrimage to the various places that had figured so prominently in that early move of God at the 

turn of the century that the harsh reality dawned on me. Those great empty chapels, whose rafters had heard 

the singing of a thousand hearts, whose floors had been washed by the tears of repentant hundreds, were 

today merely lifeless monuments to a glorious past. I saw a mere handful of people, mainly elderly, occupying 

pews near the back of meetings which were totally devoid of fervour or enthusiasm. I would stand in the 

emptiness, tears rolling down my cheeks, no longer feeling the overwhelming presence of God but rather the 

sorrowing heart of my Lord. It was difficult to conceive that these were the same places that, in the first two 

months of the revival awakening, had seen some 70,000 converts swept into the Kingdom of God. Ichabod was 

no longer some obscure Hebrew word but a dreadful feeling in the stale and musty air of these chapels. God's 

absence was more real than His presence. What had sprung out of the revival had turned into another 

denomination, as riddled with the same pressures of strife and administration as any previous denomination 

had been. I began to question deeply the reality and significance of what I had heard and of the reports I had 

read. If revival had happened, what had gone wrong? What was the purpose of such a mighty visit of God which 

ended like this? Within one generation almost all trace of spiritual awakening in Wales had disappeared. 

 

Salutary Lessons of the Time 

 

Although one does not profess to be able to give all the factors involved, some things emerge clearly from a 

study of that period. Firstly, the revival, although it had been a time of great visitation in saving of souls, 

sweeping thousands into the Kingdom and filling the churches with a praising people, had not severed 

the root of denominational and sectarian God has accepted. For many this is an unachievable dream, but for a 

growing number of others this is a driving objective. Anything short of this is short of the heart of God.  

 

Present Pointers 



 

We can view the last fifteen years of charismatic outpouring around the world in the light of some 

of the salutary lessons above. The Holy Spirit has brought an acceptance of spiritual gifts and miracle healings 

widely throughout the Body of Christ and there is no denomination that has remained entirely untouched. But 

already there are indications that there are those who would encourage every denomination to have its self-

contained charismatic work and ministry. These are multiplying rapidly, just as the early Pentecostal 

denominations did. At a time when we know God is moving to bring His people into oneness of heart and soul, 

to see further division engineered to protect denominational affiliation is abhorrent to those who are praying 

God to restore the Church. Revival is not enough if it does not restore to us the purity of sanctified life, the 

blessing of spiritual anointing and gifts, the humility of heart to acknowledge God's government, and the 

submission of our lives to those God sets over us in His Body. Allowing the roots of our denominational 

differences to be axed through is essential. Charismatic revival must give way to related community life; 

ecclesiastical appointments must give way to the apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers God 

raises up. The charismatic awakening that does not bring these dimensions into the life of the Church will be 

shallow experience. The charismatic awakening that does not deal with the root of independence, individualism, 

sectarianism and denominationalism will be deficient as far as the heart of God and the need of our generation 

is concerned. It will inevitably follow the well-trodden path of decline back into the slough of spiritual paralysis 

and sectarian strife. So it is that thousands of us are committed to pray and work for nothing less than the great 

restoration of the Church of God to its spiritual foundation — God's spiritual government and Heaven's divine 

power.  

 

Revival must become a Restoration! 


