
 

Once again a page in the history of time has turned. We look back over the past year with the 

mixture of joys and griefs that it brought. Some experiences we carry into 1977 as deeply 

treasured memories, others we hope are forever past, lost under the rolling waves of the sea of 

our forgetfulness. We know of many churches and groups that have enjoyed a year of increase in every aspect 

of their corporate life as a community of believers. This is biblical and normal — growth, enlargement, increase. 

Believers multipling and noving on to perfection (maturity) should be the 

continuous story of any and every church. No-one of honest conscience could, in reading his bible, fail to sense 

the largeness of God's heart for last mankind, overwhelmed in wonder at a love so great that it caused Him to 

give Himself utterly for our salvation. No man dare limit the boundless grace of God to some ever decreasing 

''remnant of redeemed souls'' in the earth. We should not excuse our lack of impact and growth by developing a 

comforting theology of ''the day of small things" and "little flock" or the favoured 'overcomers in our 

generation'. 

 

Small Mindedness 

The history of Israel gives us sharp reminder of the dangers of such exclusive and small thinking. While correctly 

recognising themselves as a 'chosen people' a nation set apart by God Himself, in passage of time they wrongly 

read into this that God was only concerned for them! They forgot the great promise and purpoe given to 

Abraham, that in his seed all the families of the earth were to be blessed, Failure to keep this great hope alive 

produced a small mindedness in their religious leaders who proceeded to evolve a religion that was well defined 

and refined, filled with traditions that obscured truth, They bound this on the spiritually starved Israelites so 

weighing them down with religious bondage and burden In locking up the plan and purpose of God entirely to 

themselves they unwittingly created a condition that made it imperative for God to look beyond them to fulfil 

the great desire for all mankind that burned in His heart. His love prohibited any such smallness of men's 

thinking to hinder His purpose. 

 

Tragedy Repeated 

Church history records many a repeat performance with just as tragic results. We have experienced throughout 

the years frequent spiritual awakenings, each contributing to the recovery of truth expressed in practical terms 

of daily living. However with the same frequency of awakening has come the almost parallel record of more 

division and strife, that caused the fruit of the divine visitation to turn sour. Instead of seeing that the purpose 

of God in the visitation was to stir their faith towards a practical fulfilling of the commission to 'preach the 

gospel of the kingdom in all the world for a witness', the revived bet levers have (with the passage of time and 



the varied reasons and pressures on them) come to view themselves as 'extra special' to God above all other 

Christians. To justify their consequent tack of continued growth they have occupied themselves in endless 

theological debates, defining and refining their 'position' regarding some truth or other, indulging in more and 

more fanciful interpretations of scripture, which eventually none outside their circle can possibly understand or 

appreciate, they thus finally lock themselves up unto themselves, repeating by their sectional interest Israel's 

tragic mistake. For outside is a great big world for whom Christ died. 

 

Jesus Speaks 

As Jesus walked the dusty Galilean road, moved with a compassion for mankind, He displayed God's heart so 

perfectly by His concern to minister to the broken, bruised, forgotten, on every side. His deliverance ministry, 

and the healing balm of His hands and words spoke again and again to men that "God has not forgotten  you',. 

At times his anger with the self righteous and self indulgent phari sees provoked His strong rebuke, for instead 

of shepherding the people they satisfied their religious egos and merchandised truth. His heart grieved as He 

looked out over the following multitudes for He saw them as "sheep having no shepherd". What would He feel 

regarding so much of present day Christian ministry? His words from 

then still speak to every true disciple today, "Lift up your eyes and look on the fields, that they are ripe unto 

harvest". 1977 — The Year of Opportunity 

 

 

A Golden Year 

Never has there been a more opportune time to reap than this present hour in human history. Everywhere we 

turn we see people groping, questioning, wondering, crying, hurting, eventually dying. The fields are white for a 

harvest. In some senses the times are more urgent now than when Jesus first spoke the words to His disciples. 

The world population today is now over four billion people, the vast majority of whom have no knowledge of 

the Christ and the gospel of His Kingdom. There is no excuse fora small church, for lack of growth, for absence 

of miracles and the super natural, no excuse why this year our churches should not multiply many times. There 

may be reasons for the absence of these factors, but no excuses. It is for us now at the outset of this new year 

to find the reason and repentantly deal with the cause, however painful, that we might see increase. If our 

theology prohibits faith for growth then it is time to rethink our theology for it is defective in present concept. If 

our intellect and reason hinder faith and prevent action in reaching the vast unchurched multitudes of our land, 

then let us repent and seek God for 'renewal of our minds'. This can be and should be a golden year of spiritual 

success. 

 

Growth through Birth 

We would be foolish to congratulate ourselves on any numerical increase in this past year, if the increase is 

directly and solely attributable to incoming Christians arriving from some other part of the country or changing 



from some other church. Neither of these factors represents growth in the kingdom of God, but merely a re-

location of Christians already in the kingdom. Nor should we have in mind a numerical figure that we would like 

our church to reach so that we can then level off with a strong church! In this city of Bradford, for example, if 

only one in ten persons (a tithe unto God) were to come into the kingdom we would have a church in the city of 

50,000 souls. Many would thrill to the prospect of such and rest quite content. Yet how can we be so, while the 

other nine out of ten blunder onwards to an eternal hell? 

We must rather believe for and work towards a continuous growth through birth in our churches, that this year 

true increase will be in abundant evidence all around. 

 

What Does This Mean? 

Many are asking a needed question concerning the charismatic awakening of our day. Millions in every 

denomination around the world have in these past fifteen years received a powerful baptism with the Holy 

Spirit. The widespread distribution of spiritual gifts has ensued. What is the meaning of this across the board' 

moving of the Holy Spirit? Is it not that God is stirring the church in this generation to rise to His great purpose 

of reaching the world with the 'good news' in this age? Is He not seeking to stir us out of our closed 

communities of happy singers and wishful prophesiers, to join war with the forces that blind the minds of men 

and destroy their souls? Let us by faith arise and share our gospel, our life, our word, our experience, 

demonstrating the miracle and love of God in our communities, effectively touching this generation in our 

crowded cities such as London, Birmingham, Manchester, Bradford and others, and on to the smallest hamlets 

of our land, then from these shores once again to the ends of the earth. Is this but an empty dream, a pot pourri 

of words and wishful thinking? No, it is the present challenge and gloriously present opportunity that every 

writer in this issue is seeking to take up with both hands. We intend in a greater way than ever before to bring 

the blessing and healing ministry of Christ to our land this year. We pray this issue will cause a flame to spring 

up in the heart of every reader. May this year see our churches multiplying rapidly, that the cries of thousands 

of released souls will fill the house of God in the land. Growth through birth . . . for 1977. 

 




