
 
 

Reading the book of Acts is a bit like watching an action video. There is a constant change of scene, pace and 

activity. But central to the whole narrative is the advance of the kingdom of God. Here are people, anointed by 

God, advancing the kingdom, breaking through all opposition and overcoming every setback. Their theme is 

constantly advance, advance, advance. When imprisoned following a riot. they win the jailer to Christ and 

baptise his family Acts 6:22-34. Advance When shipwrecked they take the opportunity to present the gospel to 

the islanders. with signs following (Acts 28: 1-10). Advance! As far as we can tell there is no respite for the 

enemy throughout the whole period covered by Acts. The book is full of words such as continually, 'devoted', 

teach 'feeling', 'selling'. 'sharing', 'breaking 'praising', 'adding' - all words of action and movement. As a result of 

this driving momentum we see the rapid growth of the early church. Apostolic communities of believers spring 

up wherever the gospel is preached, each a living example of the message they proclaim. 

 

Building to Plan 

Peter likened the building of these communities to the raising up of a spiritual house for God to dwell in. a 

house in which he saw the believers as living stones built together 1 Peter 2:4-5). Building a house can't be done 

in a haphazard way. Imagine that you have laid the foundations, ready to build the structure of the house on 

them. Then the electricians arrive and say: 'We’re here to wire the house.' With some bewilderment you reply: 

'We haven't built it yet. We haven't got the walls up! There's nothing to wire!' 

 

Each task must be done in its proper order. Yet people try to build the church of Jesus Christ without observing 

Cod's order. Many a pastor finds that he is forced by circumstance to fulfil the missing function of an apostle. He 

has to become apostle prophet and evangelist as well as pastor/teacher to his people. He seems to be in 

control, yet inside he is aware of his total inadequacy. As a result, both pastor and congregation suffer. There 

are, in fact, foundational issues to be introduced by the apostle and prophet into individual lives and church 

situations that will then give added dimension to subsequent pastor/teacher ministries The bricklayer needs to 

come before the electrician! In travelling a great deal among churches, I sense that many aspects of truth and 

revelation which have been taught have proved of little benefit to some people because they haven't seen the 

overall plan. The order of God has been disturbed and, as a result, the teaching brought has become mere 

information. 

 

God's Order 

 

Paul says to the Corinthian church: 'You are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it. And in the 

church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then workers of miracles, also 

those having gifts of healing those able to help others, those wit gifts of administration, and those speaking in 

different kinds of tongues (1 Corinthians 2:27-28). 



 

This is the only place in the New Testament where God specifies an order of function for the various ministries. 

The gifts and manifestations of the Spirit enumerated in I Corinthians 12 and 14 and in Romans 12:6-8 are, by 

contrast, in the form Of a catalogue. not an order. Because it is unique here, it is important that we heed what 

God is saving. This is not a pecking order to show stat us but rather a functioning order to accomplish the task It 

is not an attempt to give apostles three stars, prophets two stars and pastor teachers one star Paul not only 

uses the phrase 'first of all' regarding the apostles function but also speaks of them as having been put on 

display -at the end of the procession', in terms of recognition and receipt of honour (see I Corinthians 4:9-13). If 

we change the order it doesn’t mean that nothing is built. It is just that what is built will not be as effective or 

filled to the extent that God intends. During these times of restoration, God is renewing our understanding of 

the apostolic and prophetic ministries so that the house is built in the right order. 

 

Divine Encounter 

 

Having established the order, it is important to realise that a man is an apostle, not by human appointment but 

by a call of God. This call springs out of a deep encounter with Jesus Christ and the receiving of a revelation from 

God regarding his task and commission to the church. It is a commission accompanied by a burning conviction 

that dominates, drives and controls the apostle and his movements, relationships, time and actions. Receiving a 

divine apostolic commission doesn't result in a problem-free life. On the contrary, it is frequently accompanied 

by a great many obstacles and satanic pressures such as those experienced by the apostle Paul (1 Corinthians 

4:9-13; 2 Corinthians 11:23-29). Yet Paul, in the light of his commission, saw every setback or opposition as a 

great opportunity for the gospel (see, for example, Philippians 1:12-14). He is so excited in the programme of 

God that, as he moves forward, he says: 'We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 

him, who have been called according to his purpose' (Romans 8:28). He could only say this because his life was 

lined up with the purpose that God had for him. Paul's encounter with Jesus Christ also gave him the sense of 

being 'untimely born' (1 Corinthians 15:8 NASB). That doesn't mean born late; it means born ahead of time. Paul 

saw that the age to come was the normal environment for him. His revelation was entirely taken up with the 

end time and his commission from God was to preach the word of God to bring people into 'the fullness of 

Christ' (Ephesians 4:13). 

 

Divine Anointing 

 

Anyone with a ministry has to come to terms with the truth that God's purposes are advanced by anointing, not 

technique. God's method has always been to use anointed men. You can't achieve any task that God has given 

you without the anointing of his Spirit. You can have superb publicity and the finest of administrators, but it is 

only the anointing of God on you that will accomplish the task he has commissioned you to do. The apostle Paul 

was not only commissioned but anointed to fill his commission. As a result he was able to succeed in his task. 

God, he said, 'has made us competent as ministers of a new covenant' (2 Corinthians 3:6). It was this anointing 



that brought him through the veil separating the natural from the supernatural in his ministry. Whenever you 

give a task to someone you have to be sure that the person is able and equipped to fulfil the task. Jesus, when 

commissioned to begin his ministry in a public way, started by saying: 'The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because 

he has anointed me to . . .' (Luke 4:18). He then listed the things he had been anointed to do (v18-19). He was 

clear as to his task and confident of the Spirit's anointing. Anointing can't be isolated from task. It's not a case of: 

'O-o-oh, I've been anointed with the Spirit! I can feel the tingles all over me!' You are not anointed just to make 

you feel good. Anointing is focusing God's power into the fulfilment of your God-given task. It was this apostolic 

anointing that gave Paul his apostolic authority. Writing to the Corinthians he said: 'The authority the Lord gave 

me [is] for building you up, not for tearing you down (2 Corinthians 13:10). People might try to copy techniques 

they have seen others use to build a strong church. But unless they have the same anointing as those other 

people, they will accomplish little or nothing. 

 

Wise Architect 

 

The anointing and authority of Paul's apostolic commission is seen in the way he built the churches under his 

care. He described himself as 'an expert builder' or 'a wise master builder' (1 Corinthians 3:10). The Greek word 

for 'master builder' here gives us the English word 'architect'. An architect is concerned with the total design of 

the building. He is the man with the blueprints 1mm which every other man on site is working. The apostle Paul 

was a man with a commission from God, a vision and a revelation of what God was after. In the same way, 

today's apostle has the complete picture of what is being built and the overall strategy of how to build it. And 

into this programme others with God-given ministries fit with their own contributions. Paul's use of the word 

'wise' in relation to his architectural ministry is also significant. All apostles are anointed with wisdom regarding 

the overall programme of God, not merely certain bits and pieces of the strategy. This is not to imply that other 

ministries don't need wisdom, but to emphasise the fact that the apostle requires a greater measure of wisdom 

than a man whose ministry concerns only one aspect of church life. This wisdom manifests itself in three main 

areas.  

 

First, the apostle has an understanding of and ability to communicate to others the mysteries of Christ. Paul's 

commission was 'to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept 

hidden in God' (Ephesians 3:9). He was a steward of the mystery of Christ and therefore sought to bring people 

into a full understanding of what it meant to be a child of the King, what was required in living in the community 

of the King, what the lordship of Christ over his body involved and what the practical implications of this were in 

the way believers lived. The foundation he laid in the lives of Christians was simply 'Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 

3:10-11). This was no mere theological teaching but practical instruction to provoke the church into 

experiencing the reality of Christ for themselves. In other words, the foundation of Christ in them was seen in a 

way of life, not merely a doctrinal understanding.  

 



Second, the apostle has a strong anointing of wisdom when bringing a decisive word of judgment on important 

issues affecting the existing foundations and ongoing progress of the church Paul's bodily presence might not 

have been very imposing but his word carried real authority to get the job done. In 1 Corinthians 5:3 he brings 

judgment to bear on an issue of immorality in the church: 'Even though I am not physically present, lam with 

you in spirit. And I have already passed judgment on the one who did this, just as if I were present'   

 

A third area in which the apostle will display great wisdom is in the choosing and use of other men in ministry. 

He has a wisdom to use the right men in the right place at the right time. This is especially seen in the choosing 

of elders and the mobilisation of others with Ephesians 4:1 1 itinerant ministries. 

 

Overall Strategy 

 

As an architect with overall knowledge of the plans and purposes of God, the apostle is able to see things in a 

different perspective to others. He always sees the immediate in the light of the ultimate. Often the apostle 

doesn't get excited about things that everyone else is excited about. The reason is that some of the things that 

go on in the context of a local church which bring temporary excitement have very little relevance to the 

ultimate objectives of God. The apostle is more likely to be conscious of the fact that increased activity often 

tends to clog channels along which flow the purposes of God. There are times when he will want to slim down 

the amount of activity - something that often causes misunderstanding. A lively church is not necessarily one 

with a full programme of varied activities and meetings. Often this only results in more and more church 

business, increased family pressures and loss of incentive until, in the end, the whole thing grinds to a halt.  

 

The apostle wisely counsels the elders, should they have allowed such a situation to develop, and redirects their 

attention to enriching life rather than destroying it! Accomplish what God has given him to do he must be ready 

to let everything else go. When Paul says, 'I consider everything a loss' compared with knowing Christ 

(Philippians 3:8), he is not speaking of the mistakes he has made but of the many quite legitimate things he has 

given up, things that would be counted by others as life-enriching. Paul was not a 'multiple ministry man'. You 

wouldn't hear him say: 'I'll have a go at being a youth leader,' or: '1 wouldn't mind trying my hand at worship 

leading, or: 'It'd be great to spend my time doing street witnessing.' He was not taken up so much with activity 

as with objective. He outlines this in his catalogue of afflictions in 2 Corinthians 11:23-28: 'Are they servants of 

Christ? (I am out of my mind to talk like this.) I am more. I have worked much harder, been in prison more 

frequently, been flogged more severely, and been exposed to death again and again. 'Five times I received from 

the Jews the 40 lashes minus one. Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was stoned, three times I was 

shipwrecked, I spent a night and a day in the open sea, I have been constantly on the move.  'I have been in 

danger from rivers, in danger from bandits, in danger from my own countrymen, in danger from Gentiles; in 

danger in the city, in danger in the country, in danger at sea; and in danger from false brothers. 'I have laboured 

and toiled and have often gone without sleep; I have known hunger and thirst and have often gone without 

food; I have been cold and naked. Besides everything else, I face daily the pressures of my concern for all the 



churches.' This is the apostolic heart -a single minded holding to course without regard for personal welfare He 

is not concerned with temporary setbacks nor will he indulge in 'pity parties' over problems. He will not slink off 

into a corner saying: 'Poor me. Nobody loves me.' Neither will he say things like: 'Well, it's left for the young 

now. I'm getting too old.' The apostle doesn't need external 'pick-me-ups', He is being renewed on the inside at 

all times. He Finds his life coming up from within. He is jealous for the interests of God and this helps to keep 

him from being weighed down beneath hurts and pains. 

 

 

A Catalyst 

 

The true apostle is not only a man of strategy but a catalyst for all the other ministries, the hub of a wheel 

into which all the spokes fit. In Romans 16 Paul greets over 20 men and women who found fulfilment of ministry 

in relation to the apostle Paul. Often those with a desire to serve God found that desire fulfilled in labouring 

with the apostle. Similarly, many people in the church today — some of whom have begun to discover their gift 

— will not lint] their lull ministry until the apostolic function is recognised. In one sense the apostle is the 

catalyst o f the other ministries by laying a sound foundation in the lives of the people so that the prophets, 

evangelists and pastor/teachers have clear ground on which to work and build. Pastors need not be threatened 

by a truly apostolic ministry because all such ministry can only make it easier for them to function. True apostles 

— and prophets — bring a church forward to a place where the pastor/teacher can give his best and have his 

greatest effect. 

 

Supernatural Gifts 

 

Finally, every true apostle will have a constant supernatural dimension to his life and function, not just in such 

things as dynamic miracles of healing but also in persevering with people. Paul wrote: 'The things that mark an 

apostle — signs, wonders and miracles — were done among you with great perseverance (2 Corinthians 12:12). 

It takes perseverance to build Christ into people and see them grow to full stature. Paul is reminding these 

people — who were considered even by their fellow-men to be unworthy of attention that he had taken them 

and with perseverance worked in their lives to produce what they now were in Christ 'You yourselves are our 

letter, written on our hearts, known and read by everybody. You show that you are a letter from Christ, the 

result of our ministry' (2 Corinthians 3:2-3). Paul was not ashamed to have his work examined. He had fulfilled 

his apostolic calling with perseverance. These people — once sexually immoral, drunkards and swindlers (1 

Corinthians 5:9-1 1)— had through his patient work become 'the seal', or sign, of his apostolic ministry Today's 

apostle seeks the same supernatural dimension to fulfil his ministry 'until Christ is formed in you' (Galatians 

4:19) 


