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Standing in the Gap 
  
“I looked for someone among them who would build up the 

wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to 
destroy it, but I found no one.” 

                                    ~Ezekiel 22:40 

  
       Have you ever noticed that in every action movie or tv show that there is 
almost always a scene where someone or something is threatening a group of 
people?  Usually, one of the actors become a hero by holding back danger and 
saving the day.  Sometimes they go on a much grander scale and then there is 
something threatening the entire world so the actor can save all of humanity. 
  
     In December of 2001, JR Tolkien released the first installment (The Fellowship 
of the Ring) in the ‘Lord of the Rings Trilogy. It’s the story of young Hobbit who, 
along with some friends, embarked on an epic journey.  There is a scene in the 
movie where they are fleeing one foe and come face to face with several other 
creatures who would do them harm. There was only one escape route and that 
was across a narrow bridge. One of the characters told the others to continue as 
he turned around to face the creature. As he turned around, he declared, 
“Enough, you will never pass!” The creature took this as a challenge and attacked 
with abandon. But he stood his ground. He stood in the face of evil and shouted 
again, “You shall not pass!”  He Stood in the Gap to protect his friends and refused 
to allow evil to overtake them. 
  
     Whatever the type of story, or the venue, the theme is always the same - one 
character always steps up and holds back the threatening force while others pass 
through unharmed or while someone else eliminates the threat. It is in that epic 
moment that someone becomes a hero by standing/stepping between the threat 
and the threatened, predator and its prey, good and bad or the strong and the 

weak…well, you get the idea. 
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Today, you hear many pastors, teachers, and Christians using that phrase –
 Standing in the Gap – when referring to praying for others; but in my experience, 
most people today don't really understand the meaning of that phrase. 
  
     God has been looking for people to champion His causes throughout human 
history. People who are willing to stand up and say, “Enough is enough, I cannot 
allow the darkness and evil to penetrate any further. You shall not pass!” 

  
     Part of our responsibility as followers of Jesus is to pray for God’s intervention 
in the lives of others. The idea of Standing in the Gap comes from Ezekiel 22:30: “I 
looked for someone among them who would build up the wall and stand before 
me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found 
no one.” 

  
     Clearly, God’s heart is moved to act when His people cry out on behalf of 
others. In fact, this verse indicates that He was searching and waiting for people 
to Stand in the Gap, so He could respond mercifully. 
  
     We see this in several other places in the Bible: 
-         

o    God used Joseph to save his family from starvation by 
bringing them to Egypt (Genesis 50:20). 
o    Moses begged God not to destroy the Hebrews when they 
had worshipped the golden calf (Psalm 106:23). 
o    Esther prayed and fasted for her people, saving them 

from Haman who wanted them destroyed (Esther 8). 
  

     The word for praying for others is “intercessor.”   It is commonly used by 
Christians to describe someone who acts as a go-between, pleading to God on 
behalf of those in dire circumstances. We read in Galatians 6:2 that we are 
to “carry each other's burdens” and we do this by lifting others’ concerns to God 
in prayer. When the circumstances or our brothers and sisters become so 
overwhelming that they cannot function, we can be their voice, calling out to God 
for help. 
  
     When we intercede for someone, we fill in those gaps in their spiritual armor 
and prop them up so the enemy can't gain any advantage over them in their 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A20&version=NIV
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weakened state. Likewise, when we fail to intercede for someone in need, we are 
virtually giving the keys to that person's spiritual house to his/her enemies for 
them to wreak havoc, steal that person's peace/joy/ health, or even financial 
security. 
  
     Just as we wouldn't build a brick wall and intentionally leave gaping holes in 
the cement joints, I would go so far as to say it's malicious for us to not to stand 
up and help our brothers, sisters, and religious/political leaders. Jesus said in John 
13:35, "By this all shall know that you are My disciples, if you have love toward 
one another." With that in mind, how can we say we love one another and not 
pray for each other?! It's impossible! 
  
     Jennifer Kennedy Dean writes in her book, Living A Praying Life, that “Prayer is 
the most aggressive, offensive, pro-active, invasive work you can ever engage in.” 

  
     Just as many characters in the Bible bridged the gap for others, we have the 
privilege to intercede proactively on behalf of our family, friends, those in need, 
and those who do not yet follow Jesus. I believe that God is asking us if we are 
willing to not only Stand in the Gap for our family and friends but if we are willing 
to Stand up to the darkness that is advancing into our communities.   God is 

expecting us to stand up and say “No more! Enough is enough! You shall not pass 
through here!” 

  
     But, sadly, it does not seem that anyone is willing to that. They will tell you that 
they will do their religious duty—offering money to help and attending church 
service, but they would also sit on their hands and turn the other way when evil 
was committed right next door because the “don’t want to get involved.”  I’m 
convinced that they are the ones that sit around and wonder, “What’s this world 

coming to?” and refuse to stand up to or stop the influence of evil on their 
communities and even in their own lives. 
  
     God said this to Ezekiel in verse 30: “I looked for someone among them who 
would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I 
would not have to destroy it, but I have found no one.” 

  
     Humm. Sound familiar?  With all the violence going on around us, how close 
does it have to get before your willing to do something?  I don’t want to mince 
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words here but the world around us is going to hell. Just listen to the words of 
Matthew West’s recent song, “Do Something”: 
  

I woke up this morning 
Saw a world full of trouble now, thought 
How’d we ever get so far down, and 
How’s it ever gonna turn around 
So, I turned my eyes to Heaven 
I thought, “God, why don’t You do something?” 
Well, I just couldn’t bear the thought of 
People living in poverty 
Children sold into slavery 
The thought disgusted me 
So, I shook my fist at Heaven 
Said, “God, why don’t You do something?” 
He said, “I did, yeah, I created you” 

  
     Yes, we can throw our hands up in exasperation, expressing our dismay for the 
things that are happening around us. Or we can get our hands a little dirty and 
stand in the gap, doing whatever we can to push back the darkness with the light 
of Jesus Christ. I think that that is one of the reason Christian communities 
host Trunk or Treat.  Halloween has traditionally been associated with things of 
darkness and of evil. And still, over the years, many Christians have argued that 
the church should have nothing to do with Halloween because of its dark 
overtones. 
  
     Although I understand the arguments, I also believe that we need to be 
running into those darkened rooms shining God’s light and love into the places 
where it is needed the most. Things like Trunk or Treat are attempts to stand in 
the midst of something that has become darkened and say to the encroaching evil 
“No more! You shall not pass!” 

  
      
 
We have poverty, fires, hurricanes, floods, - shoot, there are even people in our 
own church that need someone to help them stand up. The list of needs is 
endless.  It is not enough anymore to simply say that, “Someone needs to do 

http://cowantrunkortreat.info/
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something.  Someone needs to Stand in the Gap with those people who have lost 
everything and help them meet their not only their physical but their spiritual 
needs.” 

  
  Sin creates a gap between God and man and God is still looking for people who 
will wake this world up to sin.  Don’t believe for a second that the darkness 
doesn’t surrounds us on every side right here in Anne Arundel County. It is trying 
to work its way into our families, the lives of our neighbors, or into our 
communities. We need people who are willing to stand up and declare, “No 
more! You shall not pass!” 

  
     The next time you are asked to contribute or help, take a moment and pause 
before you say, “It’s Not My Job”, or “I’m too busy”, or “I work” or “I don’t know 
how to do that”.  Remember that: 
-         

o    Moses said, “It is not my “gift”. I don’t speak well. Send 
someone else when God wanted him to go to Egypt! 

o    Jonah said, “It is not my “gift”. I’m not that kind of person to 
go and warn ungodly people. 

o    Jeremiah said, “It is not my “gift”. I am too young to serve in 
such a way. 

o    Gideon said, “It is not my “gift”. I am a nobody. 

  
      Most of us feel the same way. Not my job. Not my gift. I don’t have the time 
and there are always others who are better suited.  Romans 12:4-8 reminds us 
that, “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do 
not all have the same function, so in Christ we who are many from one body, and 
each member belongs to all the others.” 

  
     Sure, we serve better and with more joy, naturally when we serve Him in those 
areas where our gifts and talents lie.    
Nonetheless, this isn’t about talent because God doesn’t call the equipped, He 
equips the called.  This is about desire to answer His calling to help others.  
  



6 
 

     Deep down in your hearts you know that there are things that you can and 
should do to stand in those gaps of those you know, and when it affects you.  You 
also know that there are things we can and must do if we truly want to see our 
community and country restored to greatness.  
  
     Standing in the gap starts with your willingness to help and with but one small 
effort, yours, and that’s why God made YOU! 
  
  
Just some Food for Thought 

 


