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“Journey through the Bible”
“Proverbs: Wisdom in Work Clothes”
Proverbs is the third of five poetic books in the Bible. We identify with this section of the Bible
because it appeals to the full spectrum of human emotions. Proverbs speaks to the practicality of
life. The Hebrew term for “proverbs” (mishle) – speaks of short discourses, sonnets and
expressions. The English term for “proverbs” – (pro + verba) – means, “a brief saying rather
than many words.” In short, a “proverb” is advice from astute observations about how life
usually works.
We have a lot of sayings that are distilled with wisdom:








“Look before you Leap.”
“The best things in life are free.”
“Cleanliness is next to godliness.”
“Snitches get stiches.”
“Don’t wake a sleeping giant.”
“No pain, no gain.”
“Beauty is only skin deep.”

There are 917 proverbs in the Book of Proverbs, all of them are inspired of the Holy Spirit. We
will see that these proverbs speak to a variety of subjects pertaining to life, but all of them boil
down to the comparison of WISDOM and FOOLISHNESS.
1. Wisdom: The terms wise, wisdom, and wisely are used 119 times.
2. Foolishness:

The terms fool, foolish, and foolishness appear over 70 times.

-Proverbs 1:7, “The FEAR of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise
wisdom and instruction.”
*Two kinds of godly fear are possible:
1. Fear that God will hurt me. Selfish dear; focused on self-preservation.
2. Fear that I will hurt Him who loves me. The focus is NOT upon self, but upon God!
Note the term “beginning.” No one can truly be wise until they are in right relationship with
ultimate wisdom- God! Fear of God is the controlling principal in which wisdom functions.
There are three terms used in Proverbs for “fool.” All three illustrate someone who is obstinate,
immoral, claiming self-sufficiency, and detesting wisdom.
Authorship:

The bulk of the “Proverbs” come from King Solomon.
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-1 Kings 4:32, “He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and
five.”
Solomon is identified by the text in 1:1; 10:1; 25:1. Other contributors were Agur (chp. 30);
Lemuel (chp. 31); and the Men of Hezekiah (chp. 25).


“Agur”, his identity is uncertain? Most believe he was a Gentile who was exposed to the
God of Israel. Solomon was on an international stage, (1 Kings 4:30-31). In Proverbs 30:1
two other individuals are mentioned, “Ithiel & Ucal.” These could have been Agur’s
pupils; some have also drawn meaning from the translation of their names, “I have
wearied myself, O God, I have wearied myself, O God, and am faint.”1



“King Lemuel”, is a non-Israelite source- a Gentile. Some have suggested he was a king
from Babylon or Egypt.

Writing Style:
Remember, Hebrew poetry is focused on parallelism. Proverbs provides 4 types of parallelism:
1. Synthetic Parallelism, second line extends the sense of the first line in expanded modified
form:
Proverbs 10:18
2. Comparative Parallelism, illustrates a practical truth from nature or experience:
Proverbs 25:25
3. Emblematic Parallelism, occurs when one line gives an illustration of the other:
Proverbs 27:15
4. Formal Parallelism, occurs when the second line completes the through of the first line:
Proverbs 20:12
How to Read Proverbs:
Being that Proverbs is different from every other Biblical book, we
cannot read it in the same manner. It is not a story; not like the Psalms; not a progressive
argument, like Ecclesiastes; not symbolic insight, like Prophets; not doctrinal, like the Epistles.
Instead, these short sayings we must read slowly, ponder, and mediate on their meaning. The
book of Provers strengthens the spirit of a person.
Outline:
Proverbs is more challenging to organize, given that it is a collection of wise
sayings, with no particular system of presentation.
I.

Wisdom Declared:

1:1-7

1:1 – Proverbs of Solomon son of David, King of Israel
1:2-6 – Preface & Purpose – “Know, Instruct, Understand”
1:7 – Theme – the FEAR of the Lord...
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II

1:8 – 9:18 (Solomon)

Wisdom Described:
1:8-7:27 – Instructions from a father to his son
8:1-9:12 – The call of wisdom
9:13-18 – The folly of foolishness

III.

Wisdom in Daily Living (Work Clothes):

10:1 – 29:27 (Solomon)

10:1-22:16 – 375 proverbs
22:17-24:34 – 16 more sayings
25:1-29:27 – Sayings & proverb clusters
IV.

30:1 – 31:9

Wisdom Delegated:
30:1-33 – Sayings of Agur
31:1-9 – Sayings of King Lemuel

V.

Wisdom Designated:

31:10-31

31:10-31 – The woman of noble character
People in Proverbs
Along with the theme of wisdom, Proverbs offers to us a portrait gallery of people.
Portrait 1:







Portrait 2:









The Wise Person
Listens to instruction – 1:5
Is diligent in daily work – 10:5
Obeys instruction – 10:8
Stores up that which is learned – 10:14
Wins others to the Lord – 11:30
Flees from sin – 14:16
Controls their tongue – 16:23
The Fool
Despises / rejects wisdom – 1:7, 22
Brings sorrow and pain to parents – 10:1
Is ego-centered – 12:15
Mocks at sin – 14:16
Is a meddler – 20:3
Is hot-tempered – 27:3
Has no filter – 29:11
He is also referred to by definition as sluggish, careless, dense, & self-satisfied.
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Portrait 3:



Portrait 4:






The Simple
Easily led astray because of a lack of understanding – 7:7
Cannot look beyond the present – 22:3
They believe everything and everyone
The Scorned
Never receives or profits from correction – 9:7-8; 13:1 – contrast with 13:10
Mocks God’s wisdom but cannot understand – 14:6
Will have consequences for their actions – 19:29
Thinks they know everything – 21:24
The scoffer is one who chatters / runs their mouth…

Many other portraits are painted in Proverbs, cheerful person, sluggard, talebearer, the
whisperer, backbiter, giver, the greedy among others.
Lessons from Proverbs:
1. Instruction to Young People: Solomon, having been young, is older now; he is writing
from his experiences, those where he listened, and those experiences he wished he had listened.
Read Proverbs 1:8-11, 15; 3:1-8
“Young people who respond positively to spiritual authority and teaching will be under God’s
protection, provision, purpose, and prosperity.” (Dr. Raymond Culpepper)
2. Instruction about Success:









Proverbs 3:5-10

Faith
Total Commitment
Partnership
Lordship
Humility
Responsibility
Offerings / Tithe
Success

3. Instruction in Ethical Business Matters:








God hates dishonest scales – 11:1; 16:11; 20:10, 23
Be careful not to sign a promissory note for others – 11:15; 17:18
Don’t withhold payment of debts – 3:27
He who trusts his riches will fall – 11:28
Wrong to accept a bribe in order to twist justice – 17:23
Build your business before your house – 24:27
Tend to your business so that you do not lose what you have sown – 27:23-27

4. Instruction about Family Relationships:

5







Husband and wife are to be content with one another – 5:15, 18
The marriage must pull together rather than a part – 21:9, 19; 25:24 – balanced with
18:22; 19:14
It is more important to seek for WISDOM over HAPPINESS; for where wisdom
prevails there will also be happiness.
Parents are to administer loving discipline – 19:18; 13:24; 3:11-12; 22:6
Husbands ought to recognize and honor the noble wife – 31:10-31

5. Instruction about Company:





Refuse evil company, they are traps waiting to ensnare you – 1:10-19; 4:14-17
Be careful of the kindness of the wicked – 23:6-8
A man’s true character is reflected in his company – 27:19 Invest time around people
you want to be like!
Make friends by showing yourself friendly – 18:24; 17:17; 27:6; 27:17

6. Instructions about Immorality: Sexual Activity / Substance Abuse / & Self
Accountability:













Adultery leads down the road to death and hell – 2:18; 7:27; 9:17-18
Adultery pollutes the conscience – 5:4
Adultery leads to anguish, shame, and remorse – 5:11-13
Adultery is costly – 6:26
Adultery is painful – 6:27
Alcohol gives false courage and leads to fighting – 20:1
Alcohol leads to anguish and sorrows – 23:29
Alcohol abuse bites like a poisonous snake – 23:32
Alcohol abuse leads to hallucinations and delirium – 23:33
Alcohol abuse causes leaders to pervert justice – 31:5
Accountability creates strength – 16:32
Accountability enables a person to take control over their life – 25:28

7. Instructions about 7 things the Lord hates:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

6:6-19

A proud look…
A lying tongue…
Hands that shed innocent blood…
A hear that devises wicked schemes…
Feet quick to rush to evil…
A false witness…
A person who sows discord…

The theme of Proverbs is given to us in 1:7 – the FEAR of the Lord. The last chapter of
Proverbs (31) provides an example of an individual FEARING God.

