
1 
 

“Journey through the Bible” 

“Joshua” 

The book of Joshua marks the beginning of a new section of the Old Testament.  The section 
from Joshua to Esther (12 books), are classified as historical books.  The book of Joshua contains 
a strong message of FAITH!  Twenty-two times the directive to “possess” the land can be found; 
an additional sixty-three times the words “inherit” and “inheritance” are read. 

-Joshua 1:11, “…for within three days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in to possess the 
land which the Lord your God is going you to possess.”  (Deuteronomy 7:1 / 9:1) 

Joshua picks up where Deuteronomy left off: 

-Deuteronomy 6:23, “Then He brought us out from there, that He might bring us in, to give 
us the land of which He swore to our fathers.” 

In Deuteronomy 34 Moses, Israel’s leader dies in the plains of Moab.  Israel has already 
conquered the east side of the Jordan (Dt. 4:46-49), they are now ready to cross over the Jordan 
River. 

Authorship: Joshua’s own testimony confirmed authorship. 

-Joshua 24:26, “Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God.  And he 
took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord.” 

Jewish history tells us that “Eleazar” wrote the events that took place after Joshua’s death, and 
“Phinehas” is responsible for the material after Eleazar’s death. 

The Man Joshua:  

▪ Joshua was born in Egyptian slavery 

▪ His father, “Nun” was from the tribe of Ephraim 

▪ Joshua in Hebrew means Jehovah is salvation 

▪ Joshua was Moses’ assistance in the wilderness (Ex. 24:13) 

▪ Joshua led the Israelite army against Amalek (Ex. 17). 

▪ One of twelve spies (Num. 14:6); only Joshua and Caleb brought back a faith report. 

▪ Eighty-five years old when he takes Moses’ place. 

▪ Joshua assigned the land inheritance to the 12 tribes and ruled over them. 

▪ Joshua was a type of Christ leading us into our spiritual inheritance. 

Joshua was a man of FAITH: Numbers 14:6-8 
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Joshua was CONSECRATED: Numbers 32:12 

Joshua was COURAGEOUS: Joshua 10:25 

Joshua was OBEDIENT: Joshua 11:15 

Joshua was DECISIVE: Joshua 24:15 

Joshua was filled with the SPIRIT: Numbers 27:18 

Joshua 1:1-9 – Life is full of transition!  Joshua and Israel had to rely and trust in God through 
the trepidations of transitions. 

▪ Timing is more important than Time! 

Religion and the Land of Canaan: 

“Baal” was the principal god whom the Canaanites worshiped.  Baal’s wife, was the goddess 
“Ashtoreth.”  She personified sexuality and fertility!  Prostitution was commonly involved in 
Baal worship.  Child sacrifice was also very prevalent.  The remains of children kept in jars have 
been discovered through the years in Canaanite cities.  When a new house was built, it was 
common for a child to be sacrificed and placed inside the walls of the newly constructed home. 
Canaan was extremely religious, but completely pagan! 

Canaan the land: 

● Possessed no centralized government, it was ruled by kings known as “city-states.” 
● These were warring people; they possessed well trained and equipped armies. 
● Cities were walled and fortified. 
● The terrain of the land was hilly and mountainous. 

In the Bible Canaan is referred to as: Beulah Land (Is. 62:4), Holy Land (Ps. 78:54), Land of 
Hebrews (Ge. 40:15), Land of Promise (Heb. 11:9), among others. 

Outline for Joshua: 

I. Entering Canaan: 1:1 – 5:12 

1:1-18- Joshua is confirmed as leader of Israel; the people prepare to cross over… 

2:1-24- The spies are sent over to Jericho 

3:1-17- They cross over the Jordan River 

4:1-24- A memorial is erected 

5:1-12- Circumcision was observed; Passover again kept 

II. Conquering Canaan: 5:13 - 12:24 

5:13-15- Manifestation of Christ as the Commander 

6:1-27- Joshua and the battle of Jericho 
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7:1–8:29- The battle against Ai 

8:30-35- Joshua reminds them of the Covenant 

9:1-10:43- Battles in the center and southern Canaan 

III. Settling Canaan: 13:1 – 22:34 

13:1-7- Unfinished land to conquer 

13-8-33- Land for Reuben Gad, and Manasseh 

14:1-15- Caleb declared, “give me this mountain” at 85 years of age 

15:1-63- Land for Judah 

16:1-17:18- Land for Manasseh and Ephraim 

18:1-19:51- Land for other tribes 

20:1-9- Cities of refuge 

21:1-45- Cities for the Levites 

22:1-34- The East-Jordan tribes cross back over the Jordan and return home. 

IV. Leaving Canaan: 23:1 – 24:33 

23:1-16- Joshua’s farewell address 

24:1-28- Joshua’s second farewell 

24:29-33- Joshua dies 

Lessons from Joshua: 

Lesson One: The SOURCE of SUCCESS! 

God promises Joshua success: Joshua 1 

❖ “…to the land which I am giving to them… vs. 2-3 

❖ “No man shall be able to stand before you…” vs. 5a 

❖ “…as I was with Moses, so I will be with you…” vs. 5b 

❖ “I will not leave you nor forsake you.” vs. 5c 

❖ “…that you may prosper wherever you go.” vs. 7 

❖ “…and you will have good success.” vs. 8 

2 requirements for SUCCESS: 

1. Your life must be anchored to the Word of God!  (Read Joshua 1:8) 
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2. You must be strong and courageous!  Four times (1:6, 7, 9, 18), call for God’s people 
to be strong and courageous. 

-1 Samuel 30:6, “Now David was greatly distressed, for the people spoke of stoning him, 
because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and his daughters, 
But David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.” 

*David found a way to make himself STRONG! 

Lesson Two: WAITING is WISE 

Joshua had to WAIT for his moment in God’s plan.  Israel had to wait after they crossed over the 
Jordan before they made war against Jericho (chp. 5), Israel was in the wilderness forty years- 
waiting… 

o Waiting is never Wasting. 
o Waiting is Warring. 
o Waiting is ReWarded. (Isaiah 40:29-31) 

 

Lesson Three: JUDICIAL JUDGMENT  

If God is one of love and mercy, why then do we read of all the bloodshed?  God delayed 
judgement upon Canaan four-hundred years.  In short, Canaan could have turned to God, but 
they continued to rebel even though they witnessed the God’s power on display (Jos. 2:9-11). 
Like the story of Jonah and Nineveh, they too could have turned from their idolatry. 

-Genesis 15:13-16, “Then He said to Abram: ‘Know certainly that your descendants will be 
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will afflict them four 
hundred years.  And also the nation whom they serve I will judge; afterward they shall 
come out with great possessions.  Now as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace, you 
shall be buried at a good old age.  But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for 
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” 

Canaan was infested with lawlessness, brutality, serpent worship, child sacrifice, homosexuality, 
and adultery (READ Dt. 9:5-6).  However, this did NOT mean that they could not receive mercy 
upon repentance.  The example of this was the harlot “Rahab” (Jos. 2; 6:22-27). 

 

Lesson Four: OVERCOMING OBSTACLES 

God’s will does not exclude OBSTACLES; OBSTACLES assure us we are in God’s will! 

Jericho was an average sized city in Canaan.  Archeologist have estimated the city of Jericho to 
be about eight acres (Megiddo- 14 acres / Lachish- 18 acres / Hazor- 200 acres).  It was the walls 
around the city that made Jericho seem unconquerable.  The first obstacle was 35 degree 
plastered slope, which at the top stood an eleven-foot abutment, then a 35-foot vertical wall. 
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Israel was to walk around the city of Jericho following seven priests.  On the seventh day they 
were to circle the city seven times; the seventh trip they were to blow their trumpets and shout. 

When faced with OBSTACLES: 

Seek to discover God’s method for victory!  (Israel crossed over in the middle of 
Canaan, they conquered the southern cities then the northern cities.) 
Discover what God wants you to do, and then OBEY! 
Do not be intimidated by visible and audible threats. 
Remember, it is God who grants us the victory. 
Remember, God gets the GLORY. 
Keep moving forward! 
 

Lesson Five: PERSEVERANCE comes from PASSION 

Joshua was born into Egyptian slavery, he endured forty years of the wilderness, and now he is 
faced with the task of conquering Jericho.  Alongside of Joshua was Caleb, who also persevered. 
What was the SOURCE of their PASSION? 

-Numbers 32:12, “Except Caleb the son of Jephunneh, the Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of 
Nun, for they have wholly followed the Lord.” 

Joshua and Caleb’s PERSEVERANCE and PASSION were direct results of their devotion to 
God.  It was the “spirit” inside of Joshua and Caleb that kept them passionate.  Caleb was 
eight-five years old and he declared, “…give me this mountain…”  (Joshua 14:12) 
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