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Slow Down, You’ll Find Him Faster 
 

   I remember as a kid, going to the store with 
my family, and somewhere between the 
clothing racks getting separated.  While most 
of us as children have been told to look for a 
store employee, security guard, or police offi-
cer, I simply forgot those instructions in my 
panic and franticly tried to find them on my 
own.  Within a short while, they found me, 
though it would have been quicker if I had 
simply stayed put or found an adult to help. 
 
   It’s easy to get lost. The busyness of each 
week, the fleeting days of summer, the rap-
idly approaching school year for the kids, the 
housework needs to be done, the grass 
needs to be cut, the bills need to be paid, and 
then the next thing you know Christmas will 
be here- life seems to speed up, not slow 
down.  With the frantic pace, if you aren’t 
careful, you can lose your connection with 
The One who can lead us through life.   
 
   The best way to stay connected, or recon-
nect, is not to add one more thing to your  
already hectic pace- but to slow down, reset 
your priorities, and focus on the Lord.    
 

Psalm 46 reads:  
1 God is our refuge and strength, 

    an ever-present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth 

give way 

    and the mountains fall into the heart of the 

sea, 
3 though its waters roar and foam 

    and the mountains quake with their surg-

ing.[c] 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad 

the city of God, 

    the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
5 God is within her, she will not fall; 

    God will help her at break of day. 
6 Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 

    he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 
7 The LORD Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
8 Come and see what the LORD has done, 

    the desolations he has brought on the 

earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the 

earth. 

He breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 

    he burns the shields[d] with fire. 
10 He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; 

    I will be exalted among the nations, 

    I will be exalted in the earth.” 
11 The LORD Almighty is with us; 

    the God of Jacob is our fortress. 
 

   Are you stressed out?  Do you feel 

“disconnected” spiritually? The solution 

doesn’t come by adding in “one more thing” 

for your personal growth. Often, it’s simply 

taking a few moments each day just to “be 

still,” and know that God is at work for your 

benefit.  Slow down…you’ll find Him faster 

that way.    
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Forrest “Salt and Light” Project 

by Debbie Van Buskirk   

 

Partnering with Forrest Elementary School during 
the last school year was a great step in getting out-
side our walls and into our community. The outpour-
ing of love and support from NHCC towards our 
neighbors at Forrest was a wonderful example of 
Jesus’ command to “love your neighbor as yourself.” 
 
Here is a recap of the many ways you all were in-
volved: 

December -   Church members wrapped and 

delivered 600+ books. Over twenty-five gift bags 

were put together for parents and caregivers. 

February -  500+ bags of rainbow goldfish were   

collected to celebrate Dr. Seuss Day. 

February-May- Gift cards worth several  hun-

dred dollars were collected, as well as many con-

tainers of laundry detergent and several laundry 

baskets. 

April -  A Service Project was completed at the 

church by Girls on the Run.  During     Career 

Day, several members shared information about 

their jobs with Forrest students. 

April-May - Enough quarters were collected to 

wash 60 loads of clothes. 

May - About eighty teachers and staff      re-

ceived gift bags of cookies for Teachers Appre-

ciation Week.  Volunteers served food at the 

Academic Olympics. 

June- Several volunteers participated in a 

Games Day with students who had passed their 

testing. 

August - Seven volunteers participated in the 

HCS Title I SEEDS event held at       Bassette 

Elementary School. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
We also had a few Northampton members who vol-
unteered to tutor or assist students on a weekly ba-
sis…rewarding for all involved. 
 

So, what do we do next?  Stay tuned….new ideas 

and ways to serve are just around the corner!  

Check the hallway bulletin board this fall for oppor-

tunities to show the love of Jesus to our Forrest 

neighbors! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:00pm - 3:30pm 

 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 12 

Carnival  

Games! 

Petting 

Zoo! 

Vintage 

Cars! 
Free Food! Inflatables! 

Lots of help will be needed! Watch 
for information on how you can  be 
involved in this fun outreach to our 
church  family and our community. 

Chris  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+46#fen-NIV-14618c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+46#fen-NIV-14624d


 
Update On Missions 

Al and Jean Kunkel 

 
 
Fellowship of Associates of Medical Evangel-
ism (FAME) regularly asks for prayers for their 
decision making process as to which mission 
sites they can help the most.  Most recently, 
they have partnered with Central India Christian 
Mission and provided health care and teaching 
along with training for nursing students, nation-
als and local residents.  They also provide medi-
cal care for patients needing help physically and 
spiritually.   
 
Central India Christian Mission (CICM) re-
ceives help from FAME and IDES and others.  
CICM has a children’s ministry of which Indu Lall 
oversees.  A recent newsletter advised that “…
CICM is undertaking some changes to our spon-
sorship programs.”  The changes will be in the 
‘India Children’ program.   Northampton Chris-
tian Church supports 24 specific children of the 
more than 2,600 that CICM provides “…clothing 
on their backs, food in their bellies and Jesus in 
their hearts, while providing their deepest felt 
need of safety, security and hope.”  They are 
renaming this ministry ‘Every Child’.  For secu-
rity reasons, the mission will not be giving out 
the names of the children who are being sup-
ported. The monies that are directed for the 
Every Child ministry will go into a common fund 
and will be distributed to as many as 2,600 chil-
dren.  
  
International Disasters Emergency Services
(IDES) – Rick Jett always asks for prayers for 
their directors of IDES as they make decisions 
on how to adequately send aid to emergency 
situations.  Lately, they have sent pre-fab build-
ings to West Virginia after the severe flooding 
that has gone on there.  However, their main 
focus remains overseas.  They send about 
$200,000.00 a month to places like India,  
Myanmar, the Philippines, Africa, and of late lots 
of support to aid the tragic refugee movement 
out of Syria.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Christian Holy Land Foundation (CHLF) – this 
is our mission field in Israel.  There are six Arab 
Christian families, all of whom have children 
who are now growing up to be missionaries like 
their parents.  They work mainly in the northern 
part of Israel – Cana, Eliboun, and Galilee.  As 
is the case for many other workers for Christ’s 
kingdom, these folks face hardships and perse-
cutions almost daily, yet for their love of Christ, 
they are willing to go into their neighborhoods 
and preach the Gospel of Jesus.  
 
Rich and Aimee Meister – As you all know by 
now, the Meisters are here, as in Hampton, on 
furlough until after Thanksgiving.  They are here 
to rest as well as to meet with all of their sup-
porters.  Their plan is to return to the mission 
field for another three years as they continue to 
learn the languages necessary to create a Bible 
in a language that has never been written down.  
They work under the auspices of Pioneer Bible 
Translators (PBT).    

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congregational Meeting 
September 11 

following the  
Morning Worship Service 

 
 The purpose of this meeting 

is to vote on the proposed 
Bylaws changes and sup-
porting Operations Manual 
and Statement of Faith 

 
His Story, Our Story 

Life Group Sign Ups Underway
 

 
by Brennan Kraxberger,  
Life Groups Coordinator 

 
This fall, our church family will begin a collective journey 
through the Bible. We’ll be using an abridged (but uned-
ited) version of the Bible that presents the fullness of 
God’s relationship with humanity, in an easy-to-read 
format. We’ll be going through The Story. Our Life 
Groups will be a great opportunity to build upon the ser-
mons from The Story and forge multi-generational rela-
tionships.  
 

Now is your chance  to 
get  involved. On Sunday 
morning,    August  28th, 
we’ll begin our sign-up 
period. We’re asking 
every adult who intends 
to be in a Life Group to 
sign up, whether you are 
currently in a group or 
not. Sign-up sheets will 
be available in or near 
the Fellowship Hall   be-
fore and after the Sunday 
morning service. You can 
see when groups will be 
meeting and who the fa-

cilitators will be. A sign-up table will also be available on 
September 4th and September 11th. Print copies of The 
Story will also be available at the sign-up table for a 
very low price. Groups begin meeting the week of 
September 18th. 
 
For this fall, we’ve set a goal of 80 participants. Will you 
be one of the 80? Will you commit to a season of com-
munity and spiritual growth, making His story our story? 
 
Here are the key reasons why Life Groups hold so 
much potential for growth: 

1. Home-based groups of about 10–15 members 
are an optimum setting to develop strong per-
sonal relationships.  

2. It is in context of close relationships that we best 
learn how to take steps of faith, serve, and en-
courage one another. 

 
 

 
3. Life Groups are an inviting setting for many 

unchurched people and those who are new to 
Northampton. 

 
Please contact me if you’d like more information (email: 
bmkraxberger@gmail, phone / text message:            
757-768-0697).  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The YAH will be visiting The Chesapeake Facility 
on Harpersville Road on Friday, September 9.   
There will be a program at 11 a.m., lunch at 11:30 
followed by a tour of the home.  The bus will leave 
the church building at 10:45 a.m. and should return 
around 1 p.m.  All are invited; reservations are  
necessary. Contact Jean Kunkel or Marie Buzzard.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Will you make 

His story  

our story? 

Young-at-Heart 

Life Groups 
Meeting Schedule 


