
What Would Jesus Do In Our Area? 
 

    Recently, I have been reading a book called 
“Tattoos on the Heart,” by Gregory Boyle, and 
have been inspired by his work.  Boyle, a Jes-
uit Priest, works in one of the most heavily 
gang infested areas of Los Angeles, working 
in intervention and rehabilitation of gang mem-
bers.  The organization started by he and his 
congregation, called “Homeboy Industries,” 
has helped thousands of men and women out 
of a life of crime to leading productive and 
healthy lives.  But it all started with one state-
ment, “We help gang members at this parish 
because that’s what Jesus would do.” 
 
     Which leads to what should be the thought 
for all churches- what would Jesus do in our 
area? 
 
    Often, we get paralyzed by this question, 
predominately by fear- fear of what we might 
encounter, fear of not doing the right things or 
doing things right, fear of not having a plan 
with enough details. So many issues become 
a stumbling block to the movement of a church 
in her efforts to advance the Kingdom of God.   
 
    In the 10th chapter of Matthew, Jesus sends 
out His disciples to proclaim this message, 
“The kingdom of heaven has come near” (v.7).  
They were empowered by Jesus to do great 
things, such as healing and casting out de-
mons, to help prove His/their authority.  But it’s 
interesting to hear the instructions He gave. 
 

    “Go to the lost sheep of Israel...  Do not get 

any gold or silver or copper to take with you in 

your belts— no bag for the journey or extra 

shirt or sandals or a staff…. Whatever town or 

village you enter, search there for some wor-

thy person and stay at their house until you 

leave… If anyone will not welcome you or lis-

ten to your words, leave that home or town 

and shake the dust off your feet.”                        

- Matthew 10:6-14 

 

    It wasn’t that they had to develop a strategy.  

It wasn’t that they had to prepare for hostile 

encounters.  It was that they had to proclaim 

the kingdom, depend on God for their needs 

and protection, and keep moving.  And if 

things didn’t work out in a certain area, pick up 

and keep moving.  These things can be good, 

but, there was something bigger they were 

called to do- faithfully rely on God, and don’t 

freeze in fear. 

 

    Seeing the great need in his area, Gregory 

Boyle recognized exactly what Jesus would do 

to heal lives and hearts.  Boyle got up and 

started moving.  He’s had to dust off his san-

dals and change directions a time or two in 

encounters, but he and the church have 

strived to be the active hands and feet of    

Jesus in an impoverished and torn area. 

 

    In 2017- as a church and as individuals, let 

us strive to start something new.  Let’s con-

tinue to look around and ask ourselves, “What 

would Jesus do in our area?” And then, let’s 

rise up and get to work, proclaiming His king-

dom as we help and heal wounded lives. 

 

   Faithfully depend on Christ. 

   Get up, and keep moving. 

Chris 
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Marlon Crowder, Chairman, Missions Committee 

 
Total approximate amounts given to Missions in 
2016 = $52,000 
  
Some of the areas where your giving went: 
 $44,700 = 20 Designated Missions Points 
 $1,000 = Mid-Atlantic Christian University General 

Fund (in addition to monthly support) 
 $225 = Rich & Aimee Meister, Pioneer Bible Trans-

lators (in addition to monthly support) 
 $240 = Good News Production International 

(speaker and 40th Anniversary gift) 
 $100 = Deaf Missions 
 $7, 500 = India Children Fund 
 $881 = IDES Disaster Relief Fund 
 $450 = International Conference of Missions 

(Registration & Speaker) 
 $1200 = Camp Rudolph (special gift and ‘Pack The 

Pantry’) 
 
Special “Thank You” to Bob Spruill -  
 Bob Spruill has recently stepped down from 

serving on the Mission’s Committee. I would like to ex-

press my sincere gratitude for all the years he has 

served on the Mission’s Team. Clinton Looney Mexico 

Mission and WayPointe were two of the Missions in 

which Bob was actively following and was the direct 

contact form them. Also, Bob served for many years as 

the Vice-Chairman of the Mission’s Committee. 

Bob, we wish you the best in your future endeavors for 

the Kingdom and again, thanks for your past service, 

wisdom and friendship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlon Crowder, Bible School Superintendent 

   Another year has come to a close for our Bible 

School classes. We have enjoyed the teaching and 

nurturing provided by so many gifted people from the 

Nursery through our Adult Classes. The Adult Quar-

terly Elective Classes offered this year have been a 

success as we have seen a spike in attendance since 

offering those classes. We plan to continue the Elec-

tive Classes for this upcoming year. As we look for-

ward to this new year, I would like to thank all the 

Teachers, Helpers, Nursery Workers and Bible School 

Staff (LaVern Johnson and Donna Martin) for all they 

do to make this ministry work! 

   A Special “Thank You” to Linda Seldomridge who 

has stepped down from teaching the 4th & 5th grade 

Bible School Class at year end. Linda has been teach-

ing the class for 27 years and has been teaching for a 

total of 31 years here at Northampton. Also, she has 

taught the 7th grade class, been a Teen Youth Coach, 

been in charge of the Children’s Ministry and been in-

volved in many other ministries here at Northampton.  

   When asked what she enjoys about teaching, Linda 

said, “the opportunity to touch the lives and possibly 

influence the lives of our children so they will desire the 

life of a Christian.” 

   Linda, you will be sorely missed! We wish you and 

Fred the very best and we thank you for your past ser-

vice, wisdom, guidance and friendship. 
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Red Cross Blood Drive 
February 23 

 
 

Be watching for sign-up information 

Larry Holt (Bangladesh Christian Mission Board Member), 
Mawia and His Wife YoungSun (Missionaries from Bangladesh 

Christian Mission) – Visited Northampton Nov 16, 2016   



 

The Story Continues … Join a Life 
Group! 

by Brennan Kraxberger, Life Groups Coordinator 
 
The Northampton leadership sees Life Groups as an 
essential part of our strategy for making new disciples 
and fostering the spiritual growth of Christ followers. Life 
Groups are not just an option on our menu of church 
programming; these groups are a core part of our strat-
egy for Kingdom growth. 
 
Here are the key reasons why Life Groups hold so much 
potential for discipleship: 

1. Home-based groups of about 10–15 members 
are an optimum setting to develop strong per-
sonal relationships.  

2. It is in context of close relationships that we best 
learn how to take steps of faith and encourage 
one another. We serve, pray and share our lives 
with each other. 

3. Life Groups are an inviting setting for many 
unchurched people and those who are new to 
Northampton. 

 
As a new year begins, 
Life Groups will be re-
forming. If you haven’t 
joined a group before, 
or haven’t been in a 
group recently, now is 
a great opportunity to 
find a small group to 
build community. 
Groups will also be 
studying and discuss-
ing lessons from our 
year-long journey 

through the Bible. The Story series resumes in January 
and runs through May. 
 
On Sunday morning, January 1st, we’ll begin our 
sign-up period. We’re asking every adult who intends 
to be in a Life Group to sign up, whether you are cur-
rently in a group or not. Sign-up sheets will be available 
in or near the Fellowship Hall before and after each Sun-
day morning service. You can see when groups will be 
meeting and who the facilitators will be. Groups begin 
meeting the week of January 15th. 
 
Please contact me if you have questions, or you would 
like to be involved as a facilitator, host, or participant 
(email: bmkraxberger@gmail, text message: 757-768-
0697, phone: 757-595-5489). 
 

 
 

Looking for 
an area to 
serve in 
2017?  

 
The Food Pantry Ministry needs people willing to 
shop and to help pack bags of food on the days we 
are open.  
 
To find out more information on how you can help, 
contact Tina Wolf at mamawolfis@yahoo.com or 
757-896-0217.   

VA PreTeen Convention 
4th & 5th Graders 

Cost: $45 
Early Registration Deadline - January 8th 

(See Stephanie Stanley if you have questions) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 13 
6:00pm  

 
Be Watching For Details!! 

 
 
 

 

ICOM 2016 

(International Conference On Missions) 
 

Devonshire Assisted Living 
Visitation - 2017 

Judy Richardson        
 

Thank you for your faithfulness. The residents of 
Devonshire are encouraged by your loving visits & 
participation each month. Our once a month visits 
include singing, devotions & snacks. Don’t forget 
our diabetics when preparing snacks.  The 2017 
schedule is as follows. Let me know if any correc-
tions are needed.  

January 24 Loyalteers Class 

February 28 Crusaders Class 

March 28 Lost & Found Class 

April 25 Loyalteers Class 

May 23 Crusaders Class 

June 27 Lost & Found Class 

July 25 Volunteers 

August 22 Jr/Sr High 

September 
26 

Loyalteers Class 

October 24 Crusaders Class 

November  
28 

Lost & Found Class 

December TBA Christmas caroling -  
Volunteers 

Life Groups are 

a core part of 

our strategy for 

Kingdom 

growth. 

Sanctity of Human 
Life Sunday 

January 15, 2017 

 
ORIGIN: On January 13, 
1984, President Ronald 
Reagan issued a procla-
mation designating Janu-

ary 22nd as the first National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day. Churches around the United States use the 
day to celebrate God’s gift of life.  
 
At Northampton Christian Church we recognize how 
precious life is and we take time out to     recognize 
our new babies born in 2016 and their parents. The 
congregation is encouraged to be a support for 
these families as they strive to bring their child up in 
the way God has instructed them.  

International Conference on Missions 
(ICOM) 2016 

November 16
th
 – 20

 th
 ,  Lexington, KY.   

 

Pictures of some of the Missions that  
Northampton Supports  

 
Pictures provided by Al and Jean Kunkel  


