
Please PRAY for our members 
and relatives. Names in bold 

are new additions. 

Sara (Discovery), Sue Anderson, 
Zanna Bickham & Family, Jazmin 

Blackmon, Laura Bond, Iris Burkett, 
B.J. Conrad, Rebecca Fajardo, 

Amber Fidone, Marylou Franklin, 
Dalet Garcia, Lou Ann Gaulding, 

Maurice Gibbs, Megan Graff, Linda 
Grant, Dee Ann Harris, Austin Hodge, 

Linda Hoffman, Matthew Jackson, 
Charlotte Jones, Edsel Jones, 

Rosemarie & Richie Kotara, Gary 
Kovar, Katharine Lamb, Eddie 

Lockett, David Maddox, LaNelle 
McCulley, Guy & Shirley McShan, 

Kay Meek, Jim & Sue Melton, Bruce 
& Dianne Miles, Cookie Pears, Joy 

Pearce, Marilyn Radke, Janice 
Reeves, Mary Ruesch, Karen Steele, 
June Venuti, Cooper Wallin, Beverly 
Watson, Helen & Arthur Whittington, 
Hazel Williams, Hung Chi & Jeanne 

Yu, Ministers & their Families, Office/
Building Staff & their Families, Church 

Ministries, Missions, & Activities, 
Worship Leaders, Law Enforcement & 

Military Personnel & their Families, 
Our Country & Leaders 

 
If you need to add someone to the 

prayer list or take someone off, 
please call the church office 

at 696-7000 or email 
daralyn.fbc@gmail.com. 

Fall is one of my favorite times of year, partly because we finally get a 
reprieve from the Texas heat, but also because the holiday season is upon 
us.  I love Thanksgiving, not so much because of the food (which is 
awesome) but because of the time with family and fellowship.  This Sunday, 
our faith family will gather for the Harvest Fellowship.  The emphasis is not on 
the food, but on fellowship and our faith family.  I hope that you are making 
plans to attend this gathering to celebrate God's faithfulness in this year. 

I am so thankful for the great committees that our church has in place.  
Though I do not get to work with all of them, I am, nevertheless, thankful for people who serve our 
church in this way.  I am especially thankful for our Budget/Finance Committee.  As they have 
worked over the past few months, they have had some difficult decisions to make.  You can see 
the fruit of their labor in this year's proposed budget.  Overall, we are reducing our budget by just 
under 12%.  This reduction was made in order to bring our budget more in line with our giving 
over the past five years.  However, because of designated budget accounts, you will not see any 
affect to ministries.  This Sunday, we will vote as a church whether or not to approve the 
proposed budget.  However, a seasoned pastor once told me, the vote on the church budget 
does not occur on the ballot but in the offering plate.  I hope that you will approve the budget by 
generously supporting it through your giving in the coming budget year. 

Mark your calendars for December 3.  That day our church will be hosting a Community Block 
Party at Georgie K. Fitch Park on Balcones Drive from Noon until 1:30pm.  This will be an event 
to which we will invite our neighbors from the Balcones neighborhood, and I want you to be there, 
too.  Our Community Ministry Team is hard at work planning the first of many gatherings with our 
neighbors.  I hope you will make plans to attend and meet our neighbors.  Also, some of you have 
inquired about how to get one of those snazzy  'Community' t-shirts.  If you would like one, you 
can see Angela in the church office.  Cost is only $5.  Shirts are limited, so act quickly. 

My family wishes you and your family a Happy Thanksgiving.  May you take time to truly reflect 
and be thankful for what God has done, is doing, and has yet to do in your life, your family, and 
our church. 

Blessings, 

A Note from Pastor Troy 
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Budget Month Year to Date 

Needs $72,618 $1,589,612 

Receipts $60,423 $1,220,770 

Over/Under $(12,195) $(368,842) 

HOLIDAY OFFICE CLOSURES: 

THANKSGIVING: The church office will close at noon on Wednesday, November 23 and will reopen on 

Monday, November 28. 

CHRISTMAS: The church office will be closed from noon on Friday, December 23 through Thursday, 

December 29; open from 8:00am-noon on Friday, December 30; and closed on Monday, January 2. 



In recent weeks, I have been challenging you to be a good HOST here at FBC. So far we have 
discussed being Hospitable and taking Ownership. This week I want to talk about what it means to be 

Steadfast in this pursuit.   

Paul wrote to the church at Thessalonica, “Do not grow weary in doing good.” To the church at 
Corinth, he wrote, “Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” While some might dismiss some of 
the tasks associated with being a good HOST to be menial or unimportant, we need to remember that 
every time a person attends our church, we want spiritual transformation to take place. Our enemy 
wants to combat that. He has an entire arsenal at his disposal to make someone miss out on what 
God wants to do in his or her life. Unfriendly faces. People too absorbed in conversations with friends 
to notice new people. Messy restrooms. Busyness. Inadequate parking close to the building. All of 
these can be used by our enemy to create a negative experience for our guests. We cannot grow 
weary or tired in paying attention to the details to ensure people have a good experience when they 

come to our campus! 

Clay Hopkins, Associate Pastor clay@fbccollegestation.com 

Bill Killion, Minister of Music billk@fbccollegestation.com 

It’s the middle of November, it’s 80 degrees outside, and I’m about to talk about Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  Seems hard to believe, but we’re only a week away from Thanksgiving, and that means 

that we’re going to have some slight schedule changes over the next few weeks. 

On Sunday evening, November 20th, we’ll have our annual Harvest Fellowship at 6:00pm.  The 6:00 
time period is the normal rehearsal time for our boys and girls in W.A.M., so to give us adequate 
preparation time, those groups that normally meet at 6:00 will meet at 5:30 instead for an abbreviated 
rehearsal.  The Chimes of Praise will not be meeting that afternoon.  All of our groups will go back to 

their regular schedule on Sunday evening, November 27th. 

There will be no Praise Team or Instrumental Ensemble rehearsal on Tuesday, November 22, and our 
adult handbells and Sanctuary Choir will not meet on Wednesday, November 23rd.  Their regular 

rehearsals will resume the following week.  

I hope you are planning to join us on Sunday evening, December 4th, for our annual Christmas Parade 
of Choirs.  This evening’s celebration will feature music presented by 
Chimes of Praise as well as all of the choirs in our W.A.M. program.  Also 
sharing in that service will be the church’s Instrumental Ensemble, 
Sanctuary Bells, and our Sanctuary Choir.  The program will begin at 

6:00pm. 

The following week, December 11th, our Sanctuary Choir will present a 
concert that we’ve titled “Then Came the Light.”  That evening’s service 
will also start at 6:00pm.  I hope you will plan to join us for both of these 
services and show your support for all of those who have worked so hard 

in preparation.  Invite your family and friends to come and join us as well. 

The Early Learning Center is looking for a 
fun, creative, energetic, committed, and 
organized teacher for our 4-year olds. 

Teaching experience is required. This is a 
full-time position. For more information, 

please contact the ELC Director, Michelle 
Benson, at 979.696.7060 or 

michelle@fbccollegestation.com. 

CHURCH DECORATING 

If you are able, the decorating committee would love to have some extra helpers 
as they decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. It’s not hard work – they just need 
some men and women who are comfortable (and authorized by his/her spouse) to 
climb the ladders. They will be decorating on Tuesday, November 29th from 

9:30am to noon. Please contact Sarah Duewall if you can help. 

 END-OF-YEAR GIVING 

Thank you to everyone who has given their time, talents, and finances this year! 
As the holiday season gets into full swing, please remember that we have a convenient, online way to 
give a one-time gift or set up a monthly gift to the church. Just go to the church website and click on 

the ‘give’ tab (www.fbccollegestation.com). 

 Many blessings to all of you this holiday season! 

Sarah Duewall, Business Administrator  sarah@fbccollegestation.com ORDER YOUR 

POINSETTIAS NOW FOR 

THE CHRISTMAS 

SEASON! 

You are invited to help 
decorate our Worship Center for Christmas by 
donating one or more poinsettia plants. Plants 
will remain in the Sanctuary until December 
25, when you may pick them up after our 
Christmas morning service. 

The cost of each plant is $16.00. 

Donor Name:  _____________________  

Day Phone:  ______________________  

In Memory or Honor of: (circle one) 

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

 ________________________________  

Please use a separate form for 
EACH poinsettia order. Payment must 

accompany your order. 

FOOD PANTRY NEWS 

Did you know that gift bags are made for the 

children who come to our food pantry? You 

can help out by donating the following items: 

 coloring books & crayons 

 stickers 

 flash cards 

 small games 

 small toys 

All items must be small enough to fit in a 
gallon Ziploc bag. If you have questions, 
please contact Susan Kemp through the 

pantry. 

“Do not grow weary in doing good” 
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Bronwyn Stanley, Minister to Children www.fbcfirstkids.com 

Registration is open for Parents’ Night Out on Friday, December 2 from 6:00-10:00pm for babies through 6th graders. Cost is $10 per 
child. Dinner is included. Make your prepaid reservation online or in the church office. The theme of the evening is Ugly Sweater 

Night.  

We are also super excited about Winter Retreat 2017 on January 2-3 at Trinity Pines Conference Center. You may register your 3rd 
through 6th grader now for this special event. Cost is $45 per child. We will be learning about the wonderful gift of friendship. A winter 
retreat just wouldn’t be the same without a hayride, bonfire and s’mores, too! Sign up now or contact Angela with questions at 979-

764-1353 or angela@fbccollegestation.com. 

Our Preschool Sunday School classes will celebrate Christmas with a Birthday Party for Jesus on Sunday, December 11 during their 

Sunday School classes. 

Warm up your singing voices and plan to join us for Family Caroling to our Homebound members on Sunday, December 18. We will meet at 5:00pm in the 

sanctuary and go out in groups from here.  

As always, our upcoming events are updated on our First Kids Facebook page and on our website. Any forms you may need can be found on the Resources 

page of our website, as well as our monthly parenting newsletter. For any events involving a fee, you may sign up and pay online.  

Cary Todd, Minister to Youth www.focusedstudents.com 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES: 

 Sunday morning Bible study * 9:45am to 10:50am in the youth building 

 Disciples in Growth (DIG) * Sundays at 6:00pm in the youth building 

 Refuge * Wednesdays @ 6:00pm beginning with a meal in the worship center 

 Youth Praise Team practice * Any student in 7th-12th grades who is interested in playing or singing with the Youth Praise Team, please attend at least 

one practice session a week. The practice sessions are Sundays @ 9:15am and Wednesdays at 5pm.  

COMING UP: 

 No Refuge on 11/23 due to Thanksgiving Holidays. 

 December 3rd * Kids’ Club at Fitch Park off of Balcones Dr. in College Station. From 10:00am – noon, adults and 

students will be holding Kids Clubs for the children living near Fitch Park. 

 December 10th * Youth Christmas Party!!! Time & place TBA.  Bring a white elephant gift! 

 December 14th * Youth Ministry Christmas outreach night.  Focus Student Ministries will provide a family in need with 
Christmas gifts and food for Refuge on this night.  Students and parents will be receiving a flyer and email with 

information on this family before Thanksgiving. 

FBC Faith Family, we need your help.  D-Now 2017 is just around the corner, January 13 -15.  We are needing folks to 

provide host homes for this event.  If you can be a host home, please contact Cary or Lisa in the office at 696-7000, or by email: cary@fbccollegestation.com.   

Thank you FBC Faith Family for your loving and prayerful support of Focus Student Ministries and thank you SO MUCH for helping our youth ministry by 

providing meals for our hungry youth! We are so very thankful for the meals you provide, as they are a great ministry to our students! 

In His Service, 

Cary 

How can I pray for you?  

When was the last time someone looked you in the eye and asked you those simple words? How would you respond?  If you were to 

be gut-level honest - what in your life needs prayer? 

Often times, when we share prayer requests we deflect from ourselves. We mention a distant aunt, a hospitalized co-worker, or 
something we see on the news. But what if we were honest. What if we shared the shame, hurt, heartache we are really feeling? 

What if we petitioned the God of the universe to act on our behalf? 

This is exactly what happened on Wednesday, November 16th at Texas A&M believing that our great God hears, responds, and 

works!  

Jordan Whittington, College Minister jordan@fbccollegestation.com 

LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

Lottie Moon was appointed a missionary to China July 7, 1873. She was a bold woman of action and radical obedience who shared Christ with her beloved 
Chinese to the end. Lottie died December 24, 1912, leaving a legacy that lives on. Her influence led to the establishment of the Woman’s Missionary Union 
and inspired other missions pioneers to join her on the field. Her passionate letter-writing led to the offering that bears her name today - Lottie Moon 

Christmas Offering for International Missions. 

Our giving goal for the 2016 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering is $10,000. You will be 

receiving more information in the mail shortly regarding this special offering. 
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DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS? PHONE NUMBER? EMAIL? Please contact lisa@fbccollegestation.com 

2300 Welsh Avenue 
College Station, TX 77845 

POSTMASTER: Please forward address changes. 

Our Weekly Events Schedule 

Sundays 
Early Worship ................................................... 8:30am 
Youth Praise Band Rehearsal ............................... 9:15 
Sunday School for all Ages ................................... 9:45 
Brown Memorial Library Open ................. 9:45 & 10:40 
Late Worship ....................................................... 11:00 
Youth Bible Drill ................................................ 4:30pm 
Brown Memorial Library Open .............................. 5:00 
Chimes of Praise (2nd—6th gr) ............................ 5:00 
Nearly/Newly Wed Class....................................... 5:30 
W.A.M. for Kids (4 yrs.—6th gr) ............................ 6:00 
D.I.G. (Youth) ........................................................ 6:00 
Adult Bible Study Small Groups ............................ 6:00 
 
Mondays 
Deacon-led Prayer Time (open to all) .............. 6:30am 
CSHS Moms in Prayer ..................................... 8:30am 
Community Bible Study .................................... 7:00pm 
Tender Warriors A (men’s Bible study) ............ 8:00pm 
 

Tuesdays 
Food Pantry (volunteers @ 9am) ................... 10:00am 
Quilt-n-Peace ....................................................... 10:00 
Praise Team Rehearsal .................................... 6:00pm 
Evening Quilters (1st & 3rd Tues) ......................... 6:30 
Instrumental Ensemble Practice ............................ 7:00 
Ladies Evening Prayer group ................................ 7:00 
 
Wednesdays 
Ladies Morning Bible Study .............................. 9:00am 
Brown Memorial Library Opens ........................ 5:00pm 
Youth Praise Band Rehearsal ............................... 5:00 
Adult Teachers Meeting ........................................ 5:45 
Youth Refuge (Free Meal @ 6:00) ........................ 6:30 
Mission Friends (Babies - Kindergarten) .......... 6:30pm 
Bible Buddies (1st-3rd grade) ................................ 6:30 
Bible Drill (4th-6th grade) ...................................... 6:30 
Sanctuary Choir (adults) ........................................ 6:30 
Adult Bible Study ................................................... 6:30 

Thursdays 
Tender Warriors B (men’s Bible study) ............... Noon 
The Crossing (Young Women 15-25) .............. 7:00pm 
Tender Warriors C (Blue Baker on Univ.) ............. 8:00 

   

UPCOMING FIRST LIGHT 
DEADLINES: 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 5:00PM 
(covers Dec. 4-Dec. 17) 

Please bring information to the office 
or email daralyn.fbc@gmail.com. 

COMING TO FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH FOR NOVEMBER 20 - DECEMBER 3, 2016 

Sunday, November 20 
Harvest Fellowship ......................... 6:00pm 
 
Wednesday, November 23 
Office Closing @ Noon 
 
Thursday-Friday, November 24-25 
Office Closed 
 
Thursday, December 1 
Joy Group Retirees Potluck Lunch ..... noon 
 
Friday, December 2 
Parents’ Night Out .......................... 6:00pm 
 

Sunday, December 4 
Christmas Parade of Choirs ............ 6:00pm 
 
Wednesday, December 7 
Discovery Tea 50th Anniversary 
 
Saturday, December 10 
Home for the Holidays .................. 10:00am 
 
Sunday, December 11 
Sanctuary Choir Program ............... 6:00pm 

COMING SOON 
Christmas Caroling ................................. Dec 18 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service ........ Dec 24 

Christmas Day Worship .......... 10:00am, Dec 25 

Office Closed ...................Noon, Dec 23-Dec 29 

Office Closing @ Noon ........................... Dec 30 

Pancake Breakfast 9:30am....................... Jan 1 

Children’s Ministry Winter Retreat ......... Jan 2-3 

Wednesday Night Spring Kick-Off ............ Jan 4 

Joy Group Retirees Potluck Lunch ........... Jan 5 

Church-Wide Chili Cook-Off ..................... Jan 8 

Youth DNow....................................... Jan 13-15 

Newcomer Fellowship ............................. Jan 20 


