
 
 

Week of 6/5 
Scripture to Memorize: John 3:16-18 
 
Day 1--Read: John 3:1-2 
  
Reflect: Who came to meet with Jesus? When did he approach Him? 
 
Consider: Nicodemus represented the best in the nation. He was a teacher (v. 10), a Pharisee, and a member 
of the Sanhedrin, the Jewish ruling council. The Sanhedrin had 70 members who were responsible for 
religious decisions and also, under the Romans, for civil rule. Two Sanhedrin members who appear in a 
favorable light in the New Testament are Joseph of Arimathea (19:38) and the Rabbi Gamaliel (Acts 5:34–39; 
22:3). The Sanhedrin put Jesus on trial (Luke 22:66). Nicodemus later rebuked the Pharisees for condemning 
Jesus without hearing Him (John 7:50–51), and he helped Joseph of Arimathea bury Jesus (19:39–40).1 
  
Respond: What reasons have you heard people give for not wanting to talk about Jesus? Who do you think 
sometimes feels slighted because of how they have been treated by the church? How can you be encouraged 
by this meeting between Jesus and Nicodemus in the dark of night? 
 
Day 2--Read: John 3:3-4 
 
Reflect: How does Jesus reply to Nicodemus’ flattering remarks in verse 2? 
 
Consider: be born again—or, as it were, begin life anew in relation to God; his manner of thinking, feeling, and 
acting, with reference to spiritual things, undergoing a fundamental and permanent revolution.2 
 
Respond: How would you answer the question: What must one do to enter the kingdom of God? How do 
others respond? Jesus is clear: salvation is only from God. He is the only path to being “born again”. We must 
resist any statements that follow this one, joined by the word ‘and’. 
 
Day 3--Read: John 3:5-8 
 
Reflect: To what does Jesus compare the mystery of spiritual rebirth? 
 
Consider: Jesus was not teaching that the new birth comes through water baptism. In the New Testament, 
baptism is connected with death, not birth; and no amount of physical water can effect a spiritual change in a 
person.3 
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Respond: When someone is born again, what are some of the changes we would expect to see the Holy Spirit 
bring into their life? What change is evident in your life? What is your “before and after” story? 
 
Day 4--Read: John 3:9-15 
 
Reflect: What does Jesus claim about himself (verses 13-15) 
 
Consider: With the fact of the descent and ascent of Jesus clearly in mind, John turned to the historical reason 
for the coming of the Son. As I have already indicated, the theological “crux” of the Gospel is the paschal death 
and resurrection of Jesus. Here John employed another illustrative saying to emphasize his point concerning 
the death of Jesus. Verse 14 is the first of three “lifted up” (hypsoun) sayings (cf. 8:28; 12:32) that highlight the 
historical importance of the crucifixion in the formulation of the Johannine doctrines of Christ and Salvation. 
The “sign” or pole on which Moses placed the bronze snake (Num 21:8–9) served as a symbol of life to the 
dying, snake-bitten Israelites of the exodus. That symbol has been employed here to illustrate the lifting up of 
Jesus on the cross as God’s way of providing eternal life to all who believe (John 3:15).4 
 
Respond: In what ways did Nicodemus’s extensive knowledge of the law actually hinder his faith? In what 
areas of your life have you allowed factual knowledge about God to hinder your relationship with God? What 
had Jesus already done that should’ve made it easy for Nicodemus to believe? 
 
Day 5--Read: John 3:16-18 
 
Reflect: Why did God send Jesus into the world? Why did God NOT send Jesus into the world? 
 
Consider: It is important to note the verb tenses used in this verse. The verb believes and the verb phrase is 
not judged are both in the present tense and so indicate that the believer is no longer under God’s judgement. 
The expression does not believe is also in the present tense, but it is followed by two verbs in the perfect tense 
(already been judged … has not believed). The force of this construction is to emphasize the continuing effect 
of God’s judgement on those who have refused to believe. That is, according to John’s Gospel, eternal life is 
not only a hope for the future, but also a present reality; and so also God’s judgement on a man’s life begins 
here and now, whenever a man refuses to be obedient to God.5 
 
Respond: How does Nicodemus’s story help us understand the type of real life change God wants to do in our 
lives? In what ways are you guilty of leaning on the “condemn” side of the fence versus the “salvation” side 
when it comes to dealing with the lost? What changes can you make to help with your attitude? 
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