
 
 

Week of June 19 
Scripture to Memorize: Romans 12:1-2 
 
Day 1--Read: 1 Samuel 1:9-11 
  
Reflect: Why is Hannah distraught? (see verses 1-8) What is her response to her circumstances? 
 
Consider: At this period of history the tabernacle was at Shiloh about 15 miles north of Ramah. Elkanah 
regularly attended the festivals with his wives, and Hannah there poured out her soul to God in petition for a 
son. On one such occasion Hannah made a vow that if God would grant her request she would give her son to 
the Lord for as long as he lived. This dedication of her son was a commitment to the Nazirite vow, described in 
Numbers 6:1–8. It was the same vow undertaken by the parents of Samson whom they dedicated to the Lord 
under nearly identical circumstances (Jud. 13:2–5).1 
 
Respond: How do you tend to respond when God say’s “no” or “wait” to your prayers? Hannah asked God to 
look upon her sorrow, and He did. What does it mean to you that the Creator of the universe cares about you 
enough to answer your prayers?  
 
Day 2--Read: 1 Samuel 1:12-16 
 
Reflect: How did the priest Eli respond to Hannah’s mourning before God? 
 
Consider: She continued praying. the word translated continued is a causative verb that means “to make 
many,” in the sense of doing something continually. Klein’s translation (“she multiplied her prayers”) is not 
good English, but it does capture the Hebrew idiom.2 
  
Respond: What avenues do we sometimes take instead of taking our heartbreak and desperation to the Lord? 
Why turn to God first? What can you learn from Hannah’s example of continued devotion to prayer and 
seeking God for HIS answers? 
 
Day 3--Read: 1 Samuel 1:17-18 
 
Reflect: How did Eli end up ministering to Hannah’s need? 
 
Consider: Hannah’s departure from the sanctuary area was an example of faith triumphant. Though she had 
approached the Lord in the depths of despondency, she left the sanctuary elevated and transformed. 
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Hannah’s spiritual victory, won through the labor of tearful prayers, enabled her to eat the festival meal in 
peace and hope.3 
  
Respond: In what way have you benefitted from someone else encouraging you like Eli did for Hannah? Is 
there someone in your life now who could benefit from that kind of encouragement? Make it a point to 
engage in conversation with that person. 
 
Day 4--Read: 1 Samuel 1:19-23 
 
Reflect: In what ways did Hannah honor the vow she made to God upon the birth of her son? 
 
Consider: The “offering of the days” is the annual offering, the offering which every Israelite was obliged and 
accustomed to present annually. “The offering of the days and the vow” is the brief statement of what is 
detailed at length in the Law. In going up with his whole house, Elkanah did as is commanded in Deut. 12:17, 
18: “Thou mayest not eat within thy gates the tithe of thy corn, or of thy wine, or of thy oil, or the firstlings of 
thy herds or of thy flock, nor any of thy vows which thou vowest, nor thy freewill-offerings, or offering of thine 
hand; but thou must eat them before the Lord thy God in the place which the Lord thy God shall choose, thou 
and thy son, and thy daughter, and thy man-servant, and thy maid-servant, and the Levite that is within thy 
gates; and thou shalt rejoice before the Lord thy God.”4 
  
Respond: How do you typically respond to God’s blessings? How much has it become routine? What is the 
danger of losing sight of the majesty and wonder of God and how He works in our lives? 
 
Day 5--Read: 1 Samuel 1:24-28 
 
Reflect: When Samuel was of age, what did Hannah do? What specific steps were involved? 
 
Consider: When she had weaned the boy (cf. Gen. 21:8) at two or three (2 Macc. 7:27), Hannah brought him 
for dedication to God at Shiloh. As a part of her worship led by Eli she offered a bull in death to fulfill her vow, 
the death symbolic of her offering her son’s life entirely to the Lord. With this was a meal offering symbolic of 
dedicating what she had to God. Hannah testified to Eli in vv. 26–27 that God had answered her prayer of vv. 
10–11. The Lord had been faithful. She now in gratitude was making good on her phase of the agreement.5 
 
Respond: What things or people in your life are most indispensable to you? Can you give them back to God as 
Hannah did? What would that require of you? Think about the gifts you give to God. Do they cost you little or 
are they true sacrifices? Why is sacrifice important in our relationship with God? 
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