
 

 
 

Week of 5/29 
Scripture to Memorize: Ecclesiastes 4:12  
 
Day 1--Read: Ecclesiastes 4:9 
  
Reflect: What is the benefit of working with another person? 
 
Consider: The joint labors of two produce much more effect than the efforts of a solitary worker. 
Companionship is helpful and profitable. Ginsburg quotes the rabbinical sayings, “Either friendship or death;” 
and “A man without friends is like a left hand without the right.”1 
  
Respond: What keeps you from “working together” to accomplish God’s purposes? Who is someone you know 
with whom you can “join forces” in order to accomplish God’s purposes? 
 
Day 2--Read: Ecclesiastes 4:10 
 
Reflect: What is the benefit of having a partner mentioned in this passage? 
 
Consider: It’s better to have a partner than go it alone. 
 Share the work, share the wealth. 
 And if one falls down, the other helps, 
 But if there’s no one to help, tough!2 
 
Respond: How have you seen the strength of companionship in your life? in your church? What are some 
ways our church can serve and minister together? 
 
Day 3--Read: Ecclesiastes 4:11 
 
Reflect: How does working together benefit both parties in this verse? What comfort is offered? 
 
Consider: The conjugal lying together of man and wife is certainly not intended, but rather that of two 
travelling: companions who are obliged to pass the night in the open air. The necessity of this in Palestine, on 
account of the prevalence of cold nights there, can easily cause great embarrassment, especially as poorer 
travelers have no other covering with them than their over-garment.3 

                                                           
1 H. D. M. Spence-Jones, ed., Ecclesiastes, The Pulpit Commentary (London; New York: Funk & Wagnalls 
Company, 1909), 89. 
2 Eugene H. Peterson, The Message: The Bible in Contemporary Language (Colorado Springs, CO: NavPress, 
2005), Ec 4:9–10. 
3  John Peter Lange et al., A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures: Ecclesiastes (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible 
Software, 2008), 82. 



Respond: What are some practical ways you can love your friends this week? What basic needs can you meet? 
How can you bear another’s burden? Seek ways you can express love in this way. 
 
Day 4--Read: Ecclesiastes 4:12 
 
Reflect: How does the author take the idea of companionship one step farther in this passage?  
 
Consider: The final verse of this section focuses upon protection (v. 12). For travelers, in the time of the 
Preacher, it was advisable to have a companion. Lone travelers were easy prey to robbers. Jesus aptly 
illustrates this in the parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37). The mention of the ‘threefold cord’ 
reminds us of the strength of fellowship. If one companion is advisable, how much better to have two. The 
two travelers on the road to Emmaus were joined by a third (Luke 24:15).4 
  
Respond: Who do you know who has been beaten down by life? What are their circumstances? How can you 
encourage them? Make it a point to contact them and express your love for them and your willingness to walk 
through difficult situations with them. Let them know they have a friend. 
 
Day 5--Read: John 17:20-26 
 
Reflect: Who is Jesus praying for in these verses? What is He praying for? 
 
Consider: The Lord summons the future into the present. He speaks of having once for all sent them, and he 
sees rising before his eye the multitudes in all ages who would believe their testimony as if already doing so. 
The universal Church rejoices in the fullness of his love and the greatness of his wish concerning the 
individuals who believe. The prayer is an eternal intercession.5 
  
Respond: Why is unity in the church crucial to the work of God? How can our love and service for one another 
open doors for and support our proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ to those outside the church? 
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