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Introduction

Part of  being a unique individual created by God in His image is that 
each of  us has our own “voice”—a way of  saying things, a particular 
approach to storytelling, and an unusual perspective on life.  The 
challenge of  assembling our annual collection of  Advent devotionals 
lies first in finding writers willing to share their special voices and 
personalities; and second, receiving their words on time. This year 
there’s been a third challenge—getting a malfunctioning computer 
system to cooperate in storing and compiling all the submissions. 
There is an overwhelming joy, though, that keeps the challenges 
at bay. It is the joy of  getting to know the members of  our faith 
family better through their personal reflections on significant Bible 
verses and stories from their own lives and families. I hope you 
will find the same joy I do in these devotionals. Please thank those 
who contributed to this collection, and express your gratitude to 
Angela Corbett, Pastor Troy’s ministry assistant, who designed this 
publication and oversaw its production and distribution.  Have a 
blessed Advent and a Christmas season in which you remember the 
reason for the season and rejoice.

To God be the Glory,

Mary Jo Powell, Editor



An Advent Reading for

Sunday, November 27, 2016

Isaiah 7:14
Therefore the Lord himself  will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. (NIV)

The words of  Isaiah 7:14 are not unfamiliar to those of  us within 
the church during the Christmas season. The setting for the delivery 
of  these words came when God, through the prophet Isaiah, gave 
the faithless King Ahaz an opportunity to ask Him for a sign to 
encourage his faith. But the king was so apathetic to the things of  
God that he refused to accept the gracious offer.

But the purpose of  God would not be defeated when Isaiah gave the 
king a sign that he (the king) would never behold. “The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

An unusual name, Immanuel. It means “God with us” and it 
captured the highest of  ideals in religious life at that time. It was 
an affirmation of  the highest of  blessings. Throughout the biblical 
narrative, whenever God called a person or group to some seemingly 
impossible challenge, He reminded them of  His promise, “I will be 
with thee.”

When Moses was asked to deliver the children of  Israel from 
Egypt, God was with him. Joshua conquered the promised land, 
but God was with him. When Nebuchadnezzar looked into the fire 
he expected to see flames consuming the three faithful young men, 
but instead he saw them surviving the flames because God was with 
them.

And so it is today. As Christians, we have an unprecedented 
relationship with God, through Jesus. As we’re challenged to difficult 
tasks, we have that same assurance that “God is with us.”  

John 1:14 says “The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” In 
a unique way in human history, when Jesus walked this earth, He was 
“God with us.” And today, in our relationship to our heavenly Father, 
“God is with us.”

Bill Killion, Music Minister



An Advent Reading for

Monday, November 28, 2016

Micah 5:2
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans 
of  Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
whose coming forth is from old, from ancient days. (ESV)

The Old Testament is filled with the words of  prophets foreseeing 
events that are to come in the future of  God’s people.  Micah made 
his predictions at approximately the same time as the better-known 
Isaiah, whose words about Immanuel are often quoted in Advent 
devotional collections. The prophet Micah becomes more significant 
when he speaks about “little” Bethlehem, which he predicted would 
one day be of  great importance.

Today, there are few Christians—and few members of  many other 
religions—who don’t know why the “little town of  Bethlehem” was 
so important. Many of  us may have romanticized the town based on 
the images talked about in the hymn by composer Lewis Redner and 
lyricist Phillips Brooks, who speak of  stillness, stars, shining skies and 
hopes and fears. But what happened there can teach us all a valuable 
lesson—that nothing is insignificant in God’s great plan.  Bethlehem 
didn’t know what God had in store for it. We don’t either. Because 
only God knows, we should live every day to His glory and take every 
opportunity to live so that others can see Jesus in us. 

We should trust in God’s word as stated in Jeremiah 29:11. “For I 
know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Mary Jo Powell



An Advent Reading for

Tuesday, November 29, 2016

Galatians 4:4
But when the fullness of  time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of  
woman, born under the law. (ESV)

Waiting is difficult for me. I typically don’t surprise my family because 
that requires planning and waiting.

God had been sending messages for generations about His plan. 
He had given many clues about how it would unfold and the one 
coming. But God, in His wisdom and foresight, waited for “the days 
to be complete.” I can’t imagine everything that is encompassed 
by that phrase, nor can I imagine the collective hum of  excitement 
and anticipation in the heavens leading up to God’s appointed time 
in history for sending His Son. But we can be sure that it was the 
perfect time—the perfect time to close the book on the old covenant, 
the perfect time to astound (and confound) the Jewish leaders and 
people, the perfect time to open the way for followers then and now 
to hear and believe and receive salvation. 

There is another “fullness of  time” coming. In Acts 3:19-21, Peter 
exhorts the people to repent and receive and says, “He [Jesus] must 
remain in heaven until the time comes for God to restore everything, 
as he promised long ago through his holy prophets.” It will be at 
God’s perfect time.
Just as the heavenly host eagerly watched for Jesus’ first coming, we 
who love Him are eagerly awaiting and watching for His return. What 
an awesome thing to wait for—our Savior coming down from heaven 
in power and glory!

Paige Allen



An Advent Reading for

Wednesday, November 30, 2016

Luke 1:26-27
The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of  Galilee named 
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of  the 
house of  David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. (ESV)

It has always struck me as mildly odd that in this passage Joseph’s 
name is given and David’s is mentioned long before that of  Mary, 
Jesus’ mother, who had “found favor with God.” This, however, 
is somewhat indicative of  what life was like at the time Jesus was 
born. Men ruled, both literally and figuratively. Women were of  little 
importance; their chief  function was to bear children to continue 
their husband’s “line” and to care for her offspring and others in her 
husband’s line.

The Jews of  the first century were, however, well acquainted with the 
prophecies of  the Old Testament, where wise men of  old predicted 
that the Savior would be of  the “house and lineage of  David,” who 
was considered by many to be Israel’s greatest king and certainly 
one of  its greatest writers if  his marvelous work in the Psalms is any 
indication.

So as we prepare for Christ’s coming, let us also remember the 
many others who are involved in the traditional Christmas story—
Mary, Joseph, the people they met on the way to Bethelem, Caesar 
Augustus, Herod, the unnamed innkeeper and his wife, the shepherds 
and their sheep, the wise men and their staffs and camels. All of  us, 
then and now, play a part in the greatest story even told. Let us never 
stop adoring Him.

Mary Jo Powell



An Advent Reading for

Thursday, December 1, 2016

Luke 1:30-31 
But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him 
Jesus.” (NIV)

How would you react to the news that you’re pregnant - shocked, 
amazed, with denial and disbelief, excited, grateful? What if  you’re 
a virgin and an angel announces it to you? Can you imagine the fear 
each of  us would have if, out of  nowhere, we hear a voice telling us 
to “not be afraid?” I, of  course, would have been scared to death. 
Mary was just barely a teenager, betrothed to Joseph, and she hears 
a voice that calls her BY NAME and tells her she’s going to have a 
baby. And not just any baby, but the son of  God! Obviously, Mary 
was God’s divine choice, but I’m sure she asked, “How, and why 
me?” What had Mary done in her short time on earth to deserve the 
title of  human mother to the Savior of  the world? I wonder if  this 
information made Mary anxious, or if  she totally trusted God to 
handle it.

A tiny babe in a humble manger had enough love to save the world.

Connie Moore



An Advent Reading for

Friday, December 2, 2016
Luke 1:38a
And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of  the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” (ESV)

Mary’s identity was wrapped up in her spiritual relationship with the 
Lord. The same was true of  James, John, Peter, Paul and a long list 
of  others we find in God’s word who lived their lives by the same 
hope Mary so boldly expressed—”let it be to me according to your 
word.”

Check out these other passages: James 1:1, Rev. 1:1, 9, Rom.1:1, Phil. 
1:1, 2 Cor. 5:20, Titus 1:1-3, Phil. 1:1, Jude 1:1

These confident and unapologetic declarations of  transformed 
identity confront us with an important truth—our understanding of  
who we are has a direct correlation to what we do. More personally 
stated, your perceived identity determines the reality of  your 
obedience to God’s call on your life.

When we see ourselves as God’s servants and slaves, we’re compelled 
to obey His commands. When we identify as ambassadors for Christ 
and partners in the tribulation, kingdom and endurance that are in 
Jesus, we look for ways to proclaim His gospel every day.

So we must ask: Who do I understand myself  to be? Am I operating 
under an identity that aligns me with God’s authority, or do I ascribe 
authority to myself ?

Mary said, “I am a servant of  the Lord.” Does that statement ring 
true for you?

If  your identity is defined by anything other than Jesus, then carrying 
out your God-given purpose is impossible. This Advent season 
pursue a self-awareness that is marked by submissiveness to Christ. 
And as you do, people will come to know and follow Him.

Cynthia Hopkins



An Advent Reading for

Saturday, December 3, 2016

James 1:17a
Every good and perfect gift is from above. (NIV)

When you think about gifts you’ve received does a memorable one 
come to mind? I think of  the dresser my parents gave me for my 
13th birthday. It was mine to take with me when I had my own 
home. We used that dresser for more than 30 years. We gave it to our 
daughter and son-in-law to use in their new home. We passed it on to 
the next generation.

Have you thought of  a gift that is memorable? Who gave it to you? 
Remembering gifts brings the giver to mind.

Take another look at the Bible verse at the top of  this page. What 
gifts does it bring to mind? We often call those blessings and, like the 
song reminds us, we should count our blessings.

Counting our blessings also reminds us of  the giver. He is our God, 
our Father, our Creator. He gives us the gifts, the blessings that He 
knows are the very best in His plan for us. It’s an eternal plan with 
gifts to last an eternity.

At Christmas we celebrate the eternal gift of  our Savior, the promised 
Messiah. At Easter we celebrate the eternal gifts of  forgiveness of  
sin, victory over death, redemption through the blood of  the Lamb. 
They are good and perfect gifts. The giver is good and perfect. This 
is the Gospel, the Good News. It’s time to share it. Who will you pass 
it on to?

Roxann Collins 



An Advent Reading for

Sunday, December 4, 2016

John 3:16 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. (ESV)

Most of  us have seen this Bible verse at many sporting events. Often 
it is seen on poster boards during a field goal attempt. But what is 
the significance of  John 3:16? Simply put, it reveals the mystery of  
eternal life.

God loves us so much that He sent His Son, Jesus, to be born on 
earth and die on a cross. Jesus sacrificed himself  for our salvation 
from our sinful nature. Unlike many other religions, we cannot earn 
our way to heaven. We simply have to have faith in Jesus Christ as 
our Lord and Savior. It is hard to fathom that a King of  Kings would 
sacrifice Himself  for the unworthy, but He did! This pathway to 
salvation also demonstrates an example of  God’s boundless grace 
and mercy. 

In a season of  giving, what better gift can one receive than eternal 
life? What better message and present can we give other than the 
Good News of  this salvation? Be sure to share this gift with others 
this Christmas season.

 Larry Isham



An Advent Reading for

Monday, December 5, 2016

Luke 2:1, 3
In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world 
should be registered. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 
(ESV)

When I first learned this verse, my church used the King James 
Version of  the Bible, which says “all the world should be taxed,” 
which is still what I think of  when I hear this verse. I remember my 
father, who spent most of  his career in corporate finance,  trying to 
explain to me the concept of  taxation. Even as an adult, I still link 
Christmas and April 15 because of  his verse.

Historically, Caesar Augustus was the founder of  the Roman Empire 
and its first emperor, and this taxation was his first. No one knew 
exactly what to expect when the men were told to go to “their own 
city” to register. There were no 1-800 numbers to call ahead to book 
a room at a friendly (holiday) inn. Yet getting Mary and Joseph to 
Bethlehem was critical in fulfilling prophecy. 

Did God “motivate” Caesar Augustus to impose this requirement, or 
was it a lovely accident? We’ll never know. What we must remember, 
however, is that it’s not our place to know what God wants of  us. 
This Advent, let us keep in mind that every single action we take, 
every single word we speak, every single thought that crosses your 
mind, could be a part of  a much larger plan. Let us all make wise 
choices this Advent season and beyond.

Mary Jo Powell



An Advent Reading for

Tuesday, December 6, 2016
Luke 2:4-5
So Joseph also went up from the town of  Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem 
the town of  David, because he belonged to the house and line of  David. He went there 
to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
(NIV)

The theme of  “journeys” is consistent throughout the Bible. From Noah to 
Moses to the missionary travels of  Paul, what we see is God’s people following 
and fulfilling His Word, often from safety to discomfort. It’s only fitting, 
therefore that the birth of  our Savior would begin with such a journey.

Is it possible that God could use a decree from an emperor thousands of  miles 
away to achieve His promise? The journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem was 
more than just a way for Joseph and his family to register for census and taxation 
purposes. Although God used these things, it was a fulfillment of  the prophecy 
of  Micah (5:2) that out of  Bethlehem would come the King of  the Jews, the 
prophecy of  Isaiah (7:14) that He would be born of  a virgin, and the prophecy 
of  Jeremiah (23:5) that the King would come from the lineage of  David.

You can imagine that a three-day travel afoot or on the back of  a donkey while 
several months pregnant was not comfortable to Mary … or Joseph for that 
matter. However, God had chosen to use Mary and Joseph for this part in His 
plan to offer redemption to His people. While God had a plan for them, He 
relied upon Mary and Joseph to follow through. They did not disappoint, they 
went.

In much the same way, God has plans to use us as well, although those plans 
might remove us from a place of  comfort into the unknown. He relies on us to 
trust in Him and go!

Is God calling you to the journey today? It doesn’t have to be to an exotic or 
faraway land. It can be to your neighbor’s house or a local ministry. You don’t 
know what opportunities God has in store until you take that first step of  
obedience.

Pray: Lord, I thank you for the blessing of  today. I open my eyes and heart to 
your command and look for opportunities to take a journey with you that will 
further your will for this world. Although it might take me from my area of  
safety and comfort, I will embrace your challenge and trust completely in you. 
Amen.

Walt Melnyk



An Advent Reading for

Wednesday, December 7, 2016

Luke  2:6-7
And while they were there … she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn. (ESV)

I’ve often been told that the experience of  giving birth is something 
you can’t really understand without actually having borne a child. 
I never have, but I have four children, six grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren, all of  whom I love dearly (we’ve never used 
the word “step” in our family, but that’s a whole other story), so I 
think I can imagine the thoughts of  many of  those involved in this 
miraculous event. Although God was with her and Joseph, I imagine 
they both must have experienced great trepidation. And what of  
Mary’s parents? She was far away and couldn’t text or phone her 
mother seeking reassurance. Joseph’s family must have had similar 
worries. There were certainly others traveling the road to Bethlehem. 
Were they, too, concerned about what was ahead for the couple? The 
innkeeper—and his wife, who legend says offered the stable—must 
have felt sorry for the people at their door.

Yet the Bible offers few details of  the actual birth itself. Today, 
mothers and family members will regale you with stories of  tedious 
labor lasting for hours (my granddaughter spent 30 hours in labor 
with my youngest great-granddaughter).  In Genesis 3:16, God 
promises Eve he will multiply her pain in childbirth. Yet all it says in 
Luke is “she brought forth her firstborn son.” Let us take time this 
Advent season to thank God for Mary and the role she played in this 
world-changing drama.

Mary Jo Powell



An Advent Reading for

Thursday, December 8, 2016

Isaiah 9:6
For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government 
will be upon His shoulders. And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. (NKJV)

A sincere Muslim man once told me that Allah is just another name 
for God; that he and I worshipped the same God. Not so. God 
gave Adam the job of  naming the animals and the woman that God 
created (Gen. 2:18-25) However, He did not allow man to name Him. 
Instead God created Himself  through time by the names He wanted 
us to know: “God Most High” (Gen. 14:19),  “God Almighty (Gen 
17:1), “I am that I am”  (Ex. 3:14). Through Isaiah, God described 
and named the child who would come to undo the curse of  sin 
that entered His world through Adam and Eve’s choice. This child 
would have all authority (Matt. 28:18) with the government upon 
His shoulders; this child would have a personal touch for man as a 
Wonderful Counselor; this child would be the Almighty God and 
Everlasting Father Himself—in the flesh. He will bring peace to all 
who call upon the Name above all Names—at whom every knee shall 
bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the 
glory of  God the Father (Phil 2:9-11). 

The nations of  the world need to know the real name of  this 
promised child now more than ever. Who do you know who needs 
that assurance? Pray their names into these scriptures!
Lord God, I pray that ________ will call upon your name, will bow 
___ knee and confess your name to the glory of  God the Father. 
Come quickly, Lord Jesus!

Catherine McIntyre



An Advent Reading for

Friday, December 9, 2016

2 Corinthians 9:15
Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift. (NIV)

With these brief  words, Paul ends a passage in this letter to his 
Corinthian children in the faith in which he has been encouraging 
them about the coming collection for the suffering Christians 
in Jerusalem. At the apostle’s urging, believers throughout the 
Roman Empire—many of  them Gentiles—were sending aid to the 
beleaguered saints living in the Judean birthplace of  the church, 
who were suffering through difficult times. By turn, Paul cajoles, 
praises, admonishes, and instructs, all with a view to inspiring loving 
generosity in the Cornithians … for “God loves a cheerful giver” (v. 
7).  Paul also reminds them of  the ancient principle of  multiplication: 
“He who sows sparingly reaps sparingly” (v. 6). And at the end, Paul 
caps his sermonette on giving by appealing, as he almost always does 
when discussing anything important, to the prior action of  God, who 
is the original and consummate giver of  all things.

In this season and in every season, God calls us to be good givers. 
And one of  the principal ways He does this is by first giving us the 
“indescribable gift” of  grace and salvation through Jesus Christ. As 
Paul reminds the Corinthians and us, we ought to give ourselves—
our hearts, our prayers, our time, our respect, and, when needed, 
our resources—joyfully to each other, because our Father has 
already given us the most magnificent gift that the universe has ever 
witnessed.

Thom Lemmons



An Advent Reading for

Saturday, December 10, 2016

Luke 2:8
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping 
watch over their flocks by night. (KJV)

A member of  FBC/CS, A.C. Vinzant, grew up in sheep and cattle 
country in the state of  Wyoming. Several years ago in a conversation, 
he described the type of  leadership that a church needs as fewer 
cowboys and more shepherds. He explained that cowboys get behind 
the cattle and drive them where they don’t want to go; whereas, 
conversely, shepherds go ahead of  the flock to lead, protect, and take 
them to places of  safety and security. The passage above brought that 
conversation and description to mind immediately!

Shepherds keep watch over their flocks both day and night. With 
watchful eyes and ever mindful of  their surroundings, the Lord used 
this constant focus of  these leaders and protectors to fill them with 
His message of  the “Good News.” He knew they would hear, not 
fear, the message and the messenger! He also knew they would not 
hesitate to take the next step: to find that which the angel would 
foretell. These shepherds regularly followed up on situations that 
could impact the flock and, therefore they listened and internalized 
the message. They took the next step.

In today’s church flock, leaders and members alike need to be ever 
watchful, mindful, and alert to messages and meanings as we take the 
“Good News” to today’s world. Are you a cowboy or a shepherd?

Sharon Colson



An Advent Reading for

Sunday, December 11
Luke 2:9
And lo, the angel of  the Lord came upon them, and the glory of  the Lord shone 
round about them, and they were sore afraid. (KJV)

Have you ever had one of  those moments when you were so 
surprised you just couldn’t believe it was happening? Last Christmas 
my family and I had the privilege of  surprising my nine-year-old 
niece. She had known since October that my husband and I were 
planning our first trip to Disney World with our daughter. But what 
my niece didn’t know was the entire family was keeping a secret—
that she also would be coming with us.

Christmas morning came and we surprised her with a package after 
all the gifts had been opened. We acted as if  it had been an oversight. 
She opened the package to find a sparkly hand-crafted “ticket” that 
said “Disney World Admit One.” I just knew for sure that she would 
go wild, but she just stared at it and squeaked out a meek “Thanks,” 
looking a bit disappointed.

My giddy excitement leading up to the event was quickly fading. My 
grandpa asked her what she got and she said, “I don’t really know.” I 
basically yelled, “You’re going to Disney World!!!” She just stared at 
me. Then my mom excitedly said, “You’re going with Aunt Rae Rae 
and Uncle Marty!” Finally we got a reaction. Her mouth dropped 
open but her body was in shock. She couldn’t move for about five 
minutes and then came the giant bear hugs, the jumping up and 
down, the screams of  joy, and the never-ending stream of  questions 
that basically lasted until our departure date for spring break. 

How surprised they must have been when the angel of  the Lord 
appeared among them. While at first they were afraid because they 
didn’t know the angel’s intentions, I imagine once they knew why 
the Angel had appeared, their reaction must have been similar to 
my niece’s—lack of  understanding, shock, disbelief, a never-ending 
stream of  questions and eventually an overwhelming sense of  
excitement. I know how excited we all were with our surprise, and yet 
I know it couldn’t compare with that of  our Savior having been born.

Danielle Galow



An Advent Reading for

Monday, December 12, 2016

Luke 2:10
And the angel said to them, “Fear not. I bring you good news of  great joy 
that will be for all the people.” (ESV)

On May 19, 2016, 37-year-old Texas mother Candace Payne went to a 
Kohl’s store and bought herself  a Star Wars Chewbacca mask for her 
birthday.  She sat in her car and recorded herself  trying it on for the 
first time. Her effort to share her gift with a few friends quickly went 
viral. Within one week, the video had more than 140 million views, 
becoming the most-viewed Facebook live video of  all time. Her 
enthusiasm was contagious; the kind of  advertising that money can’t 
buy. Within hours, stores everywhere were selling out of  the mask. It 
is impossible to watch her video without smiling. Her joy and delight 
even in such a silly gift is complete. It fills her eyes and bubbles over 
in shrills of  hysterical laughter. She says, “People are looking at me 
like I’m crazy and I don’t even care.”

This Christmas, I pray that you will experience deep joy at the gift of  
our Savior’s birth. This good news is for all people, and it’s for you. 
May you be mindful of  how much more wonderful it is than any 
earthly gift you will ever receive. The Lord has done great things for 
you. The joy of  the Lord is your strength. May your delight in it be 
an encouragement to your family and friends. May you be determined 
to share it with others who need to hear it for the first time. Who 
knows, your joy might spread over the whole world!

Brian Lewis



An Advent Reading for

Tuesday, December 13, 2016

Luke 2:11b
For unto you is born this day in the City of  David a Savior, which is 
Christ the Lord. (KJV)

Growing up in a Baptist church in Alva, Oklahoma, I had never 
heard of  Advent. We began to keep Advent in our church in 
Pennsylvania when our boys were born. It’s a worshipful practice 
to prepare and observe the coming of  the Lord’s greatest gift. 
Unfortunately, Christmas has become greatly commercialized, to the 
detriment of  Advent. Yes, the Christmas season is 20% or more of  
the world’s retail sales for gift giving. Gifts are fine, but is there way 
too much emphasis, time, stress and effort spent on Christmas sales 
to the detriment of  Advent?

Let’s turn the gift thing around this year. Let’s give some “gifts” back 
to the Devil, such as:

P Our pride
E Our envy
W Our wrath
L Our lust
A Our avarice
G Our gluttony
S Our sloth

The devil wants to give these seven deadlies (dead lies) to us. Let’s 
give them back. Let’s give them back all year and, at this time, 
celebrate the coming of  the greatest gift of  all, God incarnate who 
showed us how we should live and why! 

For unto you is born this day,  in the City of  David, a Savior which is 
Christ the Lord.

Carl Shafer



An Advent Reading for

Wednesday, December 14, 2016

Luke 2:12
“And this shall be a sign unto you. Ye shall find the babe wrapped in 
swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.” (KJV)

I think the first Christmas song I ever learned was “Away in a 
Manger.” Although I’d now say “Angels We Have Heard on High” is 
my favorite carol, “Away in the Manger” retains a place in my heart 
with its simple tune and comforting peacefulness. It also brings 
to mind another manger-based song called “The Friendly Beasts,” 
a song in which each animal explains the gift they gave the baby 
Jesus on the day he was born. The lyrics tie into one of  numerous 
(unbiblical) Christmas legends—that the animals were able to speak 
on the night Jesus was born.

I love Christmas music, both sacred and secular—from “Grandma 
Got Run Over by a Reindeer” and “I Want a Hippopotamus for 
Christmas” to “Silent Night” and “O, Holy Night.”  They gladden 
my spirits and remind me that Jesus is the reason for the season.  You 
can find Christmas music everywhere.

At this time, as the retail Christmas countdown nears its end and 
chaos and stress seem to reign as we all work toward “the perfect 
Christmas,” please remember to remain calm, smile at those around 
you, and keep a Christmas song in your heart.

Mary Jo Powell



An Advent Reading for

Thursday, December 15, 2016
Luke 2: 13-14
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host, praising 
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased.” (ESV)

After the angel of  the Lord had proclaimed the good news to the 
shepherds about the omnipotent Son of  God and his birth, both the 
angel and the shepherds were surrounded by the very presence of  
God in all His Shekinah glory.

The heavens opened and there appeared unto them a multitude of  
heavenly hosts. I thought about how many angels it would take to 
make a host of  angels. The Lord reminded me of  Abraham and his 
descendants. The Lord told Abraham his descendants would be more 
than the stars in the sky and more numerous than the sands of  the 
sea shore. So is the host of  angels. 

As the angels were descending out of  heaven they were giving praises 
and glory to God in the highest, saying “peace on earth and good will 
toward men.”

You and I have so much that our Savior has given us. Let’s give Jesus 
the praise that is mentioned in Ephesians 1:6, for it says give praise 
and glory for His grace, for it is because of  His grace that we are 
accepted in the beloved. 

In closing, my prayer is that you join me as believers in Christ, 
proclaiming, as the angels did so long ago:

Hark the herald angels sing glory to the new
Born King peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled, offspring of  a

Virgin veiled in flesh, the God head see hail the
Incarnate deity Jesus our Emmanuel

Christ in Christmas

Sandy Barwick



An Advent Reading for

Friday, December 16, 2016

Luke 2:15-17
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said 
to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And 
when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child. (ESV)

An amazing birth announcement is made to this group of  shepherds. 
In the city of  David the Savior, Christ the Lord, has been born. This 
is the good news that brings great joy.

The experience took the shepherds from calm to chaos and from 
fear to frenzy. The night for this group of  shepherds changed in an 
instant. After hearing such amazing news, the shepherds had only 
one response, “Let us go to Bethlehem … and see … what the Lord 
has made known to us.” In “haste,” the shepherds depart on an 
impromptu expedition to find the newborn king.

As we see the response of  the shepherds, it causes me to ask: How 
do I handle the birth reminder that we receive every year? Annually, 
the entire world focuses on this holiday celebrating the birth of  Jesus, 
but have we been faithful curators of  the meaning? Or does the 
significance get lost in the commotion?

Christmas is the Son of  God being born into our world to save 
us from ourselves. This is the message made known to us. This is 
the message that is the hope for our world. It is good news from 
our great God. Take a moment to reflect on the message that has 
graciously been made known. And in this season may you move from 
commotion to calmness as you reflect on what happened that night 
in the manger.

Jordan Whittington, College Minister



An Advent Reading for

Saturday, December 17, 2016
Matthew 2:1-2
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of  King Herod, Magi 
from the East came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born King 
of  the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (NIV)

As I pondered these verses, two words kept coming to my mind—
dedication and worship. The magi or wise men were dedicated to following 
the star. They walked or rode camels to find the newborn “King of  the 
Jews.”  Although the magi stopped in Jerusalem to ask Herod about 
the new heir, they quickly resumed their journey when told that ancient 
scriptures had predicted that Bethlehem would be the birthplace of  the 
Messiah. Again, the star led the way and they continued their journey.

Not only were the magi dedicated to following the star, their purpose was 
to worship the new king. They recognized the fact that the star heralded 
the birth of  an extra-special child. Therefore, when they found him, they 
fell down and worshipped him. Today we know “the rest of  the story” 
as told in the Bible, that the baby did indeed grow up to become the 
Messiah—the Anointed One. 

In the centuries since the birth of  Jesus, the Christmas season has become 
not only a holy day, but a secular holiday. Thousands of  diversions distract 
our attention from Jesus—the reason for the season. As we plan our 
celebrations and family get-togethers, we need to not forget the dedication 
of  the magi as they searched for the king. We also should remember that 
this is the season to worship and rejoice in the birth of  our Savior.

Often I have used the following poem as the opening of  my Christmas 
letter. For me it summarizes the whole story, not only of  the Christmas 
season but the life and purpose of  the Messiah,

Advent themes—hope, love, peace and joy—
revolve around the birth of  a baby boy.
For us Christ lived, died and rose again,
according to God’s salvation plan.
That is the wondrous part of  the story,
Now we await Christ’s return with God’s glory.

Peggy Mobley



An Advent Reading for

Sunday, December 18, 2016

Matthew 2:11a
And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and 
they fell down and worshipped him. (ESV)

Boldness        Determination             Worship

The magi (wise men) from the East saw the star and were determined 
to follow it to find the baby Jesus. They followed the star to the 
right place and showed boldness when they entered the house and 
saw Mary and the little one. Immediately they bowed down and 
worshipped the child, whom they believe was sent by God to be the 
King of  the Jews.

Determination   Boldness

We are expected to be determined to follow our Lord and Savior. 
This means to obey His commands and to live our lives in a way that 
people will see Jesus in us. An example of  our determination can 
be seen in our boldness to share the gospel with others. I had the 
opportunity to answer the telephone at the Billy Graham Telephone 
Center. We received many calls from people who wanted to receive 
Christ as their Savior. It was such a joy to share the Plan of  Salvation 
with them and have them pray and invite Christ into their hearts. 
God gave me the boldness to participate in this ministry.

Worship

“Worship is to honor with extravagant love and extreme submission” 
(Webster’s Dictionary, 1828). The magi certainly showed respect and 
submission to Jesus as a child, but they did not realize He was God’s 
son. They were worshipping someone they thought would become 
King of  the Jews. 

We worship the King of  All Kings, the one who sent His only Son to 
die on the cross for the sins of  the world.
Hallelujah!

Margaret Carmichael



An Advent Reading for

Monday, December 19, 2016

Matthew 2:11b
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense 
and myrrh. (ESV)

A tradition for those welcoming a new baby into this world is to 
bring gifts.  The wise men bought gold, a precious and costly gift. 
They also brought frankincense, a fragrant part of  the holy incense 
in the temple, and myrrh, an oil sometimes used in the anointing of  
a king. The gifts themselves may hold deep symbolism, but since 
the Bible does not clarify this, suffice it to say that these gifts were 
acceptable for royalty.

The wise men came looking for a king, but they were not there for 
the sole purpose of  welcoming another king into the world. This was 
a group of  wise men bowing down to the King of  Kings. They came 
to worship him. The magi recognized the Christ child as divine and 
worthy of  worship. They offered the most precious gifts they could 
bring, even their very lives, bowing down to him.

Prayer: Father, I thank you for sending your only begotten Son for 
the propitiation of  sin for all mankind. May we never forget the cost. 
May we rise up in exalted praise and bow down to worship the King 
of  Kings.

Jen Colkin



An Advent Reading for

Tuesday, December 20, 2016

John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes 
in him should not perish but have eternal life. (ESV)

God demonstrated the extent to which He would show His love for 
the world by giving us Himself  in the flesh, Jesus Christ. He did this 
so that we could experience life with Him eternally.

His word explains this love more fully in these passages: Romans 5:8, 
Ephesians 2:4, 2 Thessalonians 2:16, and 1 John 3: 1, 4, 9-10.

With this gift came a mission too—a mission of  salvation, a mission 
of  purpose. God did not just merely do a wonderful thing by giving 
Himself  to us. Through that gift, you are saved!  At your lowest point 
God loved you in the greatest way possible. He gave Himself  for 
you. It was not because you deserved it, but because of  who He is. 
He is merciful, full of  grace, kind, our source of  comfort. Through 
His love, we receive the right to be called His children. Think about 
that. You are a child of  the creator of  the world; the giver and the 
sustainer of  life.

Receiving that kind of  love should demand a response from His 
children through adoration and worship of  Him, and by living one’s 
life in a way that honors and brings glory to Him.

Clay Hopkins, Associate Pastor



An Advent Reading for

Wednesday, December 21, 2016

Psalm 100:1-2
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth! Serve the Lord with 
gladness! Come into his presence with singing! (ESV)

We are told in the above verses to serve the Lord with joy. Is that 
not a great instruction to us? We should be happy and appreciative 
of  our place in the family of  God. It seems to me it is also possible 
to make a joyful noise to God without making a sound. Whenever 
we see His presence: a sunset, a rainbow, or just His creation and 
we remember to smile as we thank Him, is that not a joyful noise? 
The Lord appreciates hearing from us in whatever way we choose to 
communicate.

The universe in all its splendor was created by Him for our 
enjoyment. It seems only natural to thank Him for the wonderful gift, 
just as we would thank our earthly father for any present.

During this Advent season would be a great time to expand our 
efforts to follow the psalmist’s instructions. We are created for 
fellowship with our Lord and our prayers, studying and joyful 
thoughts are a time for happiness. The Lord loves His children, and 
we in turn should love our time spent in His presence. 

It is hard, though, to make a joyful noise to our Lord when we are 
“out of  tune” with His will for our lives. Hopefully, He is not so 
much concerned with our singing very “off  key” as He is with our 
lives being “in tune.”

The carol “Joy to the World” expresses that better than I can. 
Actually, it is a song for all seasons. Check it out!

Jim Bruffett



An Advent Reading for 

Thursday, December 22, 2016
Hebrews 4:2
For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word 
which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in those 
who heard it. (NKJV)

Chestnuts roasting on open fire; the glow of  candles from the frosted 
windows; the snow sparkling from the rays of  the moon and stars; 
children snuggled up in bed with visions of  sugarplums dancing in 
their heads … the sweet tranquil rest that we enjoy at Christmas. 
It seems like all of  the stressed hustle and bustle of  life stops at 
Christmas.

In much the same way, the writer of  the book of  Hebrews reminded 
his fellow Christians that the children of  Israel did not get to enjoy 
the rest of  Canaan because of  their lack of  faith. They forgot the 
power of  God and feared the giants of  the land. Their fate was to 
wander in the wilderness for 40 years and not possess the land that 
flowed with milk and honey providing much needed rest.
Our spiritual rest is in Christ who was born on Christmas. 
“Therefore, since a promise remains of  entering His rest, let us fear 
lest any of  you seem to have come short of  it” (Hebrews 4:1). When 
we rest in Christ, it shields us from the storms of  life. The Israelites 
were already there, but were not enjoying the blessings and rest of  
Canaan even though it was made possible as the “good news came to 
us just as to them.” Like them, we have the good news of  the gospel 
and the ensuing promises of  a restful and abundant life in Christ.

When we accept by faith the promises of  God’s word for us, much 
like Christmas, the stress and worry of  this life is dispelled and we 
enter into the quiet rest of  our Lord. This can happen to us 365 days 
a year.

Why can’t every day be like Christmas, why can’t this feeling go on 
endlessly? If  every day were just like Christmas, what a wonderful 
world this would be.

Mike Harmon, Ph.D.



An Advent Reading for

Friday, December 23, 2016
 
2 Corinthians 13:12-14 
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All God’s people here send their 
greetings. May the grace of  the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of  God, 
and the fellowship of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. (NIV)

The Warren W. Wiersbe Commentary tells us that since ancient 
times, the kiss has been a form of  greeting and a gesture of  love and 
fellowship. However, it was usually exchanged between members of  
the same sex. The early church used the kiss of  peace and the kiss of  
love as evidence of  their affection and concern for one another. It 
was a ‘holy kiss,” sanctified because of  their devotion to Jesus Christ.

Today I think we more commonly use a hug to convey the same 
meaning. I have found this to be true here in the United States as well 
as on surgical/medical mission trips to Honduras and the Dominican 
Republic. As a registered nurse (RN) on four separate trips, even 
though we did not understand the Spanish language, I found that a 
smile and a hug were universally understood.

As Christians, we are to show our love for Jesus through our actions. 
I experienced this while working with a surgical mission team in 
Honduras. When people found out we cared about their physical 
needs (just a few examples are repairing or replacing a bad hip or 
knee, removing a gallbladder or cataracts, repairing a baby’s cleft 
palate) they were more open to receiving the message of  the gospel 
of  Jesus Christ. At the end of  a 10-day trip, we had seen hundreds 
of  patients and scores who had come to know Jesus Christ as their 
Savior and Lord. We always left each new believer with a huge smile 
and a big hug.

At Christmastime we send some kind of  greeting—cards, emails, 
gifts, etc. So from me to you I send a smile and a hug. Merry 
Christmas.

Mary Harmon, RN



An Advent Reading for

Saturday, December 24, 2016

1 John 3:16-18
This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters … Dear 
children, let us not love with words or speech, but with actions and in truth. 
(NIV)

To quote a line from one Christmas song—every year at Christmas 
“the world falls in love.” The world has tried to tell us what love is in 
movies, books, television shows and, of  course, music. Thousands 
of  years ago the apostle John wanted the believers he was teaching to 
understand what love really means. Love is giving up yourself  for the 
good of  someone else. Certainly there will be emotional attachments 
to those we love, but at the root of  its meaning love is about giving. 
In John 3:16 we read, “For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only son.”

God has shown us what true love really is in the person of  Jesus. 
Now it is our responsibility to show the rest of  the world what love 
really is as we love not just with our words but with our actions. What 
loving actions have you taken this Christmas to show the world that 
God loves?

Prayer: Father, thank you for your greatest demonstration of  love—
sending Jesus as our savior. Help us to love others even as you have 
loved us. Amen.

David Strawn, retired FBC/CS Minister of  Education
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An Advent Reading for

Sunday, December 25, 2016

Romans 15:13
May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 
that you may overflow with hope by the power of  the Holy Spirit. (NIV)
 
Growing up, after we opened all the presents under the tree, we 
got to see what was in our stockings. Goodies and small presents 
were found in each one. The one thing that sticks out in my mind, 
even today, is that my stocking was always full, even to the point of  
overflowing. It always was filled with good things, too. 

Look at the things Paul lists in this verse—hope, joy, peace and the 
power of  the Holy Spirit. Who would not want to have these things 
in their life? God fills your life with hope by His very presence—
He is the God of  Hope. He becomes the reason we live each day 
to the fullest for His glory.  God gives you joy that cannot be fully 
described. His presence brings you peace and reassurance that He is 
in control. Note Paul’s condition to these wonderful gifts from the 
Lord—as you trust in him. God has proven that He is faithful over 
and over again. This truth is no more apparent than by the gift of  
His Son, Jesus. Just as the Lord is the God of  Hope, when we trust 
in Him, He gives us hope that overflows through the person of  the 
Holy Spirit.

During this season, may you realize Paul’s blessing to the church in 
Rome as well, that God will fill you to overflowing with the power of  
His presence.

Troy Allen, Pastor
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