
 

 

Summer Reading Project for Grades 7 and 8 
 

 
Welcome to your LCA Summer Reading Project.  Here is a list of books that will challenge you, 
inspire you and potentially change you.  Your assignment is to choose two books from the 
list below and write a book review for each book.  If you choose a trilogy, you only have 
to write book reviews for two of the books (Extra Credit will be given if you write a third 
book review). A Book Review consists of a five paragraph essay with at least five sentences 
per paragraph addressing the following items. 
 

1. The First Paragraph is The Introduction where you need to capture a reader’s attention 

and imagination through a story, a quote or a theme from the book that helps a reader to get 
a foundation for what the book covers. 

2. The Second Paragraph will be Your Summary of The Book.  Attempt to arouse the interest 
of the essay reader by conveying passion, excitement and enthusiasm for the book. 

3. The Third Paragraph covers The Strengths and Weaknesses of The Book.   Describe the 
aspects of the book that make it an interesting and compelling story and the weaknesses or 
defects that distract from the overall story. 

4. The Fourth Paragraph will discuss what the book Teaches You about Life and How It 
Points to The Greatest Story Ever Told: The Gospel.   While not every book you will read 
is Christian or written by a Christian, Colossians Chapter 1 tells us that all of life in some 
way points to Jesus so all the best stories in some way point to the story of Jesus.  

5. The Fifth Paragraph is The Conclusion which should summarize points made the book 
review and finish with a memorable line, quote or powerful sentence that closes with beauty, 
goodness and truth.  

6. Remember to use an outline and rough draft to produce a well written book review.  The 
essays will be graded on the basis of style, grammar, reasoned critique, quality of writing as 
well as the inclusion of items 1 to 5 above.   

 
Selection: 

 
1. The Chiveis Trilogy by Bryan 

Lifton 
2. The Space Trilogy by C.S. 

Lewis 
3. The Children of Hurin by 

J.R.R. Tolkien 
4. Tales From a Perilous Realm 

by J.R.R. Tolkien 
5. The Three Musketeers by 

Alexandre Dumas 
6. The Count of Monte Cristo by 

Alexandre Dumas 
7. Treasure Island by Robert 

Louis Stevenson 
8. The Time Machine by H.G. 

Wells 
9. The Secret Garden by 

Frances Hodgson Burnett 

10. The Green Ember by S.D. 
Smith 

11. Little Women by Louisa May 
Alcott 

12. Old Man and the Sea by 
Ernest Hemingway 


