Introduction
Why do we have a church? Why do we have
church buildings and worship services and Bible
studies? Kevin Vanhoozer asks the question, “Why
is there a church rather than nothing?” His answer
is one that should encourage us all:
Because the risen Lord, the Prince of Peace,
wants local embassies, people in particular
places to bear witness to and extend on earth
the kingdom that is now in heaven.
There is a church because Jesus created her. There
is a church because God loves the world and sent
Jesus to die as a propitiation for sinners. The
church is God’s mission plan to share the good
news of Jesus, the gospel, with a lost and dying
world. Churches are missional outposts on the
frontiers of darkness—places of strengthening for
saints and places of refuge for wounded and wandering sinners.
As we look toward a new season in the life of our
church, it is appropriate that we reflect upon the
blessing of the church and the mission of the
church. Buildings are neither the mission of the
church nor its primary blessing to its members.
Instead, buildings can allow churches to reach
their community more effectively and experience
blessings as church family.
As we look forward to using our new buildings, it
is imperative that we celebrate not only the building itself, but also the grimy fingerprints that represent children. We must be thankful for the need
for ushers and signs to point the way for visitors.
We will even rejoice in spilled drinks and dirty
carpet, because all of these things point to a building that is being used rather than worshiped. A
church building is a gathering place for believers

and a place for sinners to find a savior. Dirt and
wear are the evidence of a facility well used.
Buildings, no matter how beautiful, are not the
church. The church is the body of Christ, sinners
made saints through the precious sacrifice of Jesus. And as the body of Christ, we are sent into the
world to proclaim the life-giving hope of Jesus to a
world that is lost and dying.
As we take time this month to celebrate our
church, do not be deceived. Our greatest blessing
is not a building; our greatest blessing is Jesus.
Through the salvation that He gives, we are made
right with him and become part of his bride, the
church. During this season of Thanksgiving, thank
God for your church family. Outside of your personal salvation, the church just might be Christ’s
greatest blessing to you.
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What is a Church?
How does the Bible describe the local
church?

There are a number of different ways that you can
use the word “church.” We can refer to the church
as a building, a place, or a service. Some people
even use the expression “having church” to talk
about a spiritual experience. But, do we truly understand what the Bible really say about the
church?

The Bible gives great freedom in what a local
church looks like. For example, we do not see a
line-by-line order of worship, required times for
meeting, the types of instruments that can or cannot be used in worship, or specifications for where
they can meet. However, the Bible does give a
framework or foundation for what makes a true
church while still allowing a church to adapt to its
cultural context. Here are some of the topics that
the Bible addresses regarding the church:

Is the church local or universal?
We see two major ways that the Bible uses the
word that we translate as church (the Greek word
is ἐκκλησία or ekklesia). The first way is what is
often called the universal church. The universal
church is made of God’s people from all time and
all places. Out of the 114 times that ekklesia or
“church” is found in the New Testament, 16 of
those occurrences are used in reference to the
universal church.1 An example of the Bible talking
about the universal church would be Paul’s words
in 1 Corinthians 15:9:

The church is made up of people – The church is
not a building; it is the people of God. In fact, 1 Peter 2:5 states that God’s people are the “living
stones” that are being built into a “spiritual
house.” Acts 20:28 says that the church elders are
to care for the “church of God” which are the people, not a building. Paul encourages the “building
up” of the believers and not an actual building. So
while church buildings can be helpful tools for the
carrying out of worship and ministry, the church
is first and foremost the people of God.

For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the
church of God.
Paul is referring to the universal church in this
verse to show how he persecuted Christians in different places and at different times. He is not referring to an individual, local church.

The church should regularly gather for worship – The church gathers together regularly for
worship (1 Cor. 11:18, Heb.10:25). These corporate worship services should include the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s Supper (Matt.
28:19, Acts 2:38, 41, Acts 2:42, 1 Cor. 11). They
should also involve preaching/teaching (Acts 2:42,
Acts 20:27, 1 Tim. 4:13, 2 Tim. 4:2), prayer (Acts
2:42, 1 Tim. 2:8, 3:14-15), singing (Psalms, Col.
3:16, Eph. 5:19-21), reading of Scripture (1 Tim.
4:13), confession of sin (Psalm 51, James 5:16, 1
John 1:9), and confession of faith (1 Tim. 6:12).
These times of worship should also include generous giving (Acts 2:45, 1 Cor. 8-9) and, at times,
church discipline (Matt 18:15-20, 1 Cor. 5, Gal.
6:1-2).

The other major usage of the term ekklesia is to refer to a local body of believers. In fact, this is the
overwhelming majority of how the Bible uses the
term. Out of the 114 times that the word ekklesia
is used, at least 83 (73%) of them are used in the
sense of a local church. One example of how we
know that the Bible is referring to local churches
is that we see the word “churches” used 21 times
in the New Testament.2 Since we know there cannot be more than one universal church, it must be
referencing local churches and not the universal
church. These passages and others in the New
Testament show that the church is important and
both universal and local.

The church should minister to the world
through evangelism and acts of mercy – The
ministries of evangelism and mercy are both ways

1Matthew

16:18, Acts 8:3, 9:31, 1 Corinthians 15:9, Galatians 1:13, Ephesians 1:22, 3:10, 3:21, 5:23, 5:24, 5:25, 5:27, 5:29, 5:32, Colossians 1:8,
1:24. There are another 11 others that might refer to the universal church but that could also refer to the local church (Acts 12:1, 12:5, 20:28, 1
Corinthians 10:32, 1 Corinthians 11:22, 12:28, 14;4, 14:5, 14:12, 1 Timothy 3:5, 3:15).
2Acts

14:23, 15:41, Romans 16:4, 16:16, 1 Corinthians 4:17, 7:17, 11:16, 14:33, 14:34, 16:1, 2 Corinthians 8:1, 1 Thessalonians 2:14, Revelation
1:4, 1:11, 1:20, 2:1, 2:7, 2:11, 2:17, 2:23, 2:29, 3:6
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that the church ministers to the world. Jesus has
commanded us to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19). We are called to
take the good news of the gospel and share it with
people both near and far (Matt. 9:37-38, Mark
16:15, Acts 1:8, Rom. 10:10-17, 1 Pet. 3:15) We
are also called to ministries of mercy in the places
where God has placed us. The Bible commands
Christians to care for widows and orphans (Zech.
7:10, James 1:27), the poor (Lev. 19:10, 23:22,
Deut. 24:14, Isa. 61:1, Ezek. 22:29, Zech. 7:10,
Luke 14:13, Rom. 15:26, Gal. 2:10), those in need
(Luke 10:25-37), and those in prison (Matt. 25:3146). Luke 6:35-36 states that that Christians
should seek to love their enemies, do good, and
lend by following the example of God who is “kind
to the ungrateful and the selfish.”

Acts 2:42, Eph. 4:15, 6:18, Gal. 6:2, 1 Thess. 5:11,
Heb. 10:24).

The church should disciple fellow believers –
While there are elements of discipleship in the
other aspects of a church (worship, evangelism,
mercy ministries, etc.), Jesus has also commanded
us to teach all that He taught (Mathew 28:19).
Many of the books in the New Testament talk
about spiritual gifts that have been given for the
building up of the body of Christ (Rom. 12:6-8, 1
Cor. 12:8-10, 12:28, Eph. 4:11-12, 1 Pet. 4:11).
Paul wrote that his goal was to “present everyone
mature in Christ.” (Col. 1:28). The local church
should have the same goal of helping grow mature
believers who know God’s word and reflect the
Scriptures in thought, word, and deed. This process of maturity can take place in the local church
through an emphasis on the study and application
of the Bible (Josh. 1:8, Psalm 119:105, Acts 2:42,
Col. 3:16, 2 Tim. 3:14-17) and intentional fellowship with care and accountability (John 13:34-35,

The Bible also gives instructions about other administrative and organizations things. For example, the Scriptures record the early church having
a list of widows to ensure that they received care
(Acts 6:1, 1 Tim. 5:3-16). The gift of administration is even included in one of the spiritual gifts
lists (1 Cor. 12:28). So while there is not an exhaustive list of how a church should be organized,
the Bible does give basic instructions for what a
church should look like.

The church should have leaders and some organizational structure – While the Bible gives
great freedom for a church to structure herself according to her size, culture, environment, etc.,
there are some guidelines for organization and
leadership. For example, the Bible speaks about
the office of deacon and the office of pastor/elder.
Both of these offices have lists of qualifications for
those who would serve (Acts 6:1-6, 1 Tim. 3:8-13,
1 Tim. 3:1-7, Titus 1:5-9). Pastors will be held accountable for those entrusted to their care while
other members of the congregation are encouraged to follow their elders (Heb. 13:17, 1 Pet. 5:5).
Therefore, the Bible does give instructions regarding the leadership of the local church.

In summary, while there is great freedom in what
churches can look like depending on their membership, culture, or context, there are some things
that all churches should have in common. In order
for us to be faithful to Scripture, we must seek to
have these biblical principles as the foundation of
our church family.

Is Church Membership in the Bible?
If the local church is in the Bible, what about idea
of church membership? Does the Bible ever use
the word “membership” or talk about a membership list? The answer to these questions is both no
and yes. There is no Greek word or words for
“membership list” in the New Testament. However, the Bible does speak about membership in the
local church along with a distinction between
those who are part of a local church and those
people who are not part of the church. Some of

these Bible verses that establish the practice of
church membership are (Scripture is in italics
while comments on the verses are in regular
type):
1.
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Matthew 18:15-17: "If your brother sins
against you, go and tell him his fault…if he
does not listen, take one or two others along
with you…If he refuses to listen to them, tell it
to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to

Is Church Membership in the Bible?
keep watch over their souls. This can only be
true if there is membership or knowledge of
who is in the church and who is not. Leaders
can only keep watch over who they know to
be in their care.

the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a
tax collector.” Jesus says that if a believer will
not repent of his sin against a fellow believer,
they are to be considered to be outside of the
church. In order for someone to be outside of
the church family, there must be a clearly defined church family.
2.

1 Timothy 5:9-12: In this passage, Paul gives
Timothy instructions for enrolling widows on
the list of those receiving support from the
church. He writes, “Let a widow be enrolled if
she is not less than sixty years of age, having
been the wife of one husband, and having a
reputation for good works…” Paul gave directions to Timothy to keep a list of widows who
needed care from the church family and the
requirements for them to be added to this
list. It would be hard to imagine that the
church would have a list of church widows
but not a list of who was in their church family.

3.

1 Corinthians 5:12-13a: “For what have I to
do with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside
the church whom you are to judge? God judges those outside. ‘Purge the evil person from
among you.’” Paul tells the Corinthian church
to hold one another to a high standard. How
can they purge the evil person from among
themselves if there wasn’t an understanding
of who was a part of them and who was not?

4.

2 Corinthians 2:6: “For such a one, this punishment by the majority is enough, so you
should rather turn to forgive and comfort him,
or he may be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.” This verse talks about a man’s excommunication from the church because of continual, public, unrepentant sin. Paul says the
punishment by a majority of the church was
enough. In order for you to have a majority of
something you have to know the total number of people.

5.

Hebrews 13:17 – “Obey your leaders and
submit to them, for they are keeping watch
over your souls, as those who will have to give
an account. Let them do this with joy and not
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.” This verse indicates that
people within the church have leaders who
4

6.

1 Timothy 5:17 – “Let the elders who rule well
be considered worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.” Once again, the elders in the church are
spoken of as being responsible (“ruling”) for
the people within the church family. This
verse shows that there was an understanding
of belonging and being part of a church even
if they didn’t call it “membership.”

7.

Acts 20:28-30 – “Pay careful attention to
yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for
the church of God, which he obtained with his
own blood. I know that after my departure
fierce wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock; and from among your own
selves will arise men speaking twisted things,
to draw away the disciples after them.” This
passage is spoken by Paul to the elders of the
Ephesian church. Paul talks about them caring for a flock (i.e. – the members of the
church). Shepherds know what sheep are in
their flock so they can protect and care for
them; the same must be true of pastors.

8.

1 Peter 5:2-3 – “shepherd the flock of God that
is among you, exercising oversight, not under
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not
domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock.” Here is another
reference to pastors as shepherds. These
verses again show that in the New Testament
church, they knew who was in the local
church and that the pastors should care,
oversee, and be examples for these individuals.

9.

Acts 2:41 – “So those who received his word
were baptized, and there were added that day
about three thousand souls.” The book of Acts
states that these new believers were added to
something. While we are not given the something, it would make sense that Luke (the author of Acts) is referring to the church. The

Is Church Membership in the Bible?
high esteem.” This verse talks about church in
Jerusalem being in Solomon’s Portico but
many nonbelievers not daring to “join them.”
Nonbelievers were aware that there was a
way to join and become part of the church.

next verses (Acts 2:42-47) describe the Jerusalem church and their worship, fellowship,
and discipleship. The inclusion of the number
3,000, though it was probably an approximate number, shows that the early church
was keeping track of these believers.

There are also two larger passages that speak
about local church membership. In 1 Corinthians
12, Paul reminds the divided church at Corinth
that they are united in Christ. Specifically, he says
in 1 Corinthians 12: 27 that “Now you are the
body of Christ and individually members of it.” He
states that they are members of a body and that
each member has role to play and is vital to the
church functioning together.

10. Acts 6:3 – “Therefore, brothers, pick out from
among you seven men of good repute, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.” This passage talks about
the first deacons. The Apostles called for the
church to select seven men “from among
you.” This shows that they had an understanding of who was among them and who
was not.

Another passage that talks about church membership is Ephesians 4:25 which states, “we are
members one of another.” This verse follows a
passage where Paul talks about the spiritual gifts
given within the church so that “when each part is
working properly, makes the body grow so that it
builds itself up in love.” (Eph. 4:16)

11. James 5:14 – “Is anyone among you sick? Let
him call for the elders of the church, and let
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord.” James tells believers to
call for the church’s elders. This implies that
they are a part of a local church and that the
elders have responsibility for them.

In summary, the Bible does speak about membership in a local church where a person is known,
serves, and is held accountable. The leadership of
the church is responsible for the care and growth
of the members as well. The local church does
matter as does a person’s membership in it.

12. Acts 5:12-13: “Now many signs and wonders
were regularly done among the people by the
hands of the apostles. And they were all together in Solomon’s Portico. None of the rest
dared join them, but the people held them in

Why is Church Membership Important?
There are several reasons why every Christian
should be a member of a local church. The first
reason is Scripture assumes committed involvement in the local church (see the references in the
question above). However, the Bible also gives
several other reasons why every Christian should
be part of a local church:
1.

Our witness to the world – In John 13:35, Jesus tells his disciples, “By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you have
love for one another.” By joining together in a
church family, to love, serve, care, and disciple
one another, we declare the gospel to the
world. We show that the gospel brings together people from all backgrounds, economic
levels, races, and histories into a loving family
(Eph. 3:10, 1 Pet. 2:9-12)
5

2.

The integrity of the gospel – Another reason
for our involvement in the local church is that
it is a community where we can have accountability (Matt 18:15-20; 1 Cor. 5). The church is
one of the ways that God provides accountability in the life of a believer so that the gospel
we proclaim with our words matches the way
that we live. Through strong relationships
with brothers and sisters in Christ, we can
speak the truth in love to one another and
hold each other accountable. (Eph. 4:15).

3.

Personal spiritual growth and care – Through
commitment and involvement in a local
church, believers are able to use their spiritual gifts to serve and edify one another (Eph.
4:11-16). By committing to meeting together,
devoting ourselves to the Word and ministry,

Why is Church Membership Important?
called to share our faith in every area of our
lives, we can do things that we couldn’t by
ourselves by working with fellow Christians in
our church family. For example, we can partner together to do a Vacation Bible School,
build a Habitat for Humanity house, go and
serve a church plant in Charleston through
servant evangelism, hosting movie nights in
the community, etc.

and encouraging one another, we can grow in
our relationship with God (Heb. 10:24-25). It
is also through the local church that we can
pray for one another and experience Christian
fellowship.
4.

Corporate worship – By committing to a local
church, we commit to regular times of corporate worship including the Lord’s Supper and
baptism. (1 Cor. 11:18; Heb. 10:25, Matt.
28:19; Acts 2:38, 41; Acts 2:42, 1 Cor. 11).
Through these services we glorify God and edify one another through preaching/teaching
(Acts 2:42, Acts 20:27; 1 Tim. 4:13, 2 Tim.
4:2), prayer (Acts 2:42, 1 Tim. 2:8, 3:14-15),
singing (Psalms, Col. 3:16, Eph. 5:19-21),
reading of Scripture (1 Tim. 4:13), confession
of sin (Psalm 51, James 5:16, 1 John 1:9), and
confession of faith (1 Tim. 6:12).

5.

Shared resources and abilities within our
church family – By coming together as people
from different backgrounds, abilities, and resources, we are able to give help where it is
needed. One biblical example is the care of
widows who do not have family who can care
for them (Acts 6, 1 Tim. 5:3-16, James 1:27).
By sharing resources, we can also help those
who might have financial needs in their life
(Acts. 2:42-45, 4:32, 11:27-30, 1 Cor. 16:1-9, 2
Cor. 8:1-5, 1 Tim. 6:18-19). However, we are
called to do more than financially share. We
are also called to share our abilities and gifts.
This can look like men giving their time to
build a ramp for a wheelchair-bound member,
students hosting a dinner for our senior
adults, or women delivering flowers to homebound members of the church family.

6.

Partnership in sharing the gospel with the
world – By coming together, we can accomplish more than we could by ourselves (Ecc.
4:9-12). The idea of churches sending out and
supporting missionaries to spread the gospel
is seen throughout the New Testament (Acts
13:1-3, Phil. 5:16-18, 3 John 1:8). Even Jesus’
earthly ministry was supported through financial gifts and support (Luke 8:1-3). However, partnership in sharing the gospel is
more than the financial pooling of resources
for international missions. While we are all
6

Sermon Calendar
Study
Date

Nov-13

Sermon
Date

Nov-6

Title

Thank You for
Being My
Church

Scripture

Big Question and Synopsis

1 Thessalonians
5:12-22

The church is the place where you can find peace
and belonging. In Christ’s church there is structure, accountability, and support. The church offers you a home where the Spirit of Christ
dwells.
Big Question: What does the church do for me?

Nov-20

Nov-13

Thank You
for Teaching
Me

Titus 2:1-10

The preaching ministry of a church is one of her
most important ministries, but it is not the only
teaching that takes place within the church. The
church should teach in both formal and informal
ways. Relationships should be a key factor in the
teaching ministry of any church.
Big Question: How does the church teach?

Nov-27

Nov-20

Thank You for
Showing Me
Jesus

1 Corinthians
11:23-26

According to Paul, the Lord’s supper is a visible
testimony to the crucifixion of Christ. The church
has a responsibility to display to the world the
hope found through the death and resurrection
of Christ.
Big Question: How do we show Jesus?
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Bible Study Map
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Thank You for Being My Church (1 Thessalonians 5:12-22)
Week 1 – November 13, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, November 6
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, November 13
BIG THOUGHT
The church is good for you.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Has there been a time in your life when you did not believe the church was worth your time? What
changed your mind? Share your experience with your LifeGroup.

INTRODUCTION
At one point or another, most Christians have wrestled with the question of the importance of the church.
Perhaps your wrestling was not existential over philosophy, maybe you simply questioned whether your
time could be better spent somewhere else or if you could better care for your family with more “family
time.” Regardless of why or how you questioned the role of the church, Joshua Harris’s words are helpful,
Another powerful dimension is at work when we decide to take our role in the family of God seriously. As we become genuinely involved in the church’s work in the world, we put ourselves in the
best possible place to allow God to do His work in us. That’s because the church is the best context—God’s greenhouse, if you will—for us to flourish spiritually. It’s here that God grows us and
conforms us to the image of His Son. (And when I say “the church is the best context,” I’m not only
talking about what happens in the pew, or prayer room, or anywhere else inside the walls of a
worship facility.)
The church community is where we learn to love God and others; where we are strengthened and
transformed by truth from the Word; where we’re taught to pray, to worship, and to serve; where
we can be most certain that we’re investing our time and abilities for eternity; where we can grow
in our roles as friends, sons and daughters, husbands and wives, fathers and mothers. The church
is earth’s single best place—God’s specially designed place—to start over, to grow and to change
for the glory of God.
(Source: Joshua Harris, Why Church Matters (Colorado Springs: Multnomah. 2002), pg. 11.)

EXAMINE
1. Who is Paul writing to in these verses?

2. What is the timeless truth of 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22?

ENGAGE
3. Why did Paul begin this passage with an admonition to respect the leaders of the church?
What is the work that they do (5:13)?
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4. What does Paul tell the Thessalonian Christians to do in this passage? What are some other
verses that talk about our responsibility as church members? How are our responsibilities
as believers the same today? (Note: Check out the articles on pages 2-6 of this packet)

5. What are practical ways that our church can “admonish the idle, encourage the fainthearted, [and] help the weak” (5:14)?

6. In 1 Thessalonians 5:17, Paul urges believers to “pray without ceasing.” How is this possible? What does unceasing prayer look like?

EXECUTE
7. What might Paul have meant when he urged his readers, “Do not quench the Spirit,” in
verse 19? How does this verse relate to Paul’s commands to Timothy in 1 Tim. 4:14 and 2
Tim. 1:6?

8. Is it difficult to “be at peace among yourselves?” (5:13) What steps can you take to help ensure that peace reigns at Malvern Hill?

9. What is at least one step you can take this week to be obedient to these verses?

Prayer Requests
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Thank You for Teaching Me (Titus 2:1-10)
Week 2 – November 20, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, November 13
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, November 20
BIG THOUGHT
The entire church is responsible for teaching sound doctrine

DISCUSSION STARTER
Share with your LifeGroup about how an older believer has made an impact in your walk with Christ.

INTRODUCTION
The Bible is the backbone for teaching in the local church. What we know of God, we know primarily
through his Word and we know for certain only through his Word. The right teaching of and training in
God’s word may begin with the pastor, but it never ends there. The entire church is responsible for teaching sound doctrine. This teaching is the core of discipleship, but teaching does not always look like a
classroom. In his book, Transforming Discipleship, Greg Ogden writes, “If stage one [of discipleship] is
‘come and see’ and stage two is ‘follow me,’ then stage three is ‘come and be with me.’” This is the method
Jesus used for discipleship. He first invited a large group of followers to come and see what he was doing,
then to follow him, and finally, to a smaller group, the twelve, he invited “come be with me.”
Teaching true doctrine in the church should not be separated from discipleship. The best teaching is always discipling as Christians reach out to other Christians and invite them not only to learn in a class, but
to learn at their side. Much of the most important teaching in the church will come through experience as
you invite other believers to walk with you and allow them to see you put God’s word into practice daily.
Discipleship within the church can seem like a daunting task, but remember, the greatest forms of discipleship will come as you work to live intentionally for Christ with other members of your church family.
(Source: Greg Ogden, Transforming Discipleship (Downers Grove: IVP, 2003), pg. 63.)

EXAMINE
1. To whom was this letter written?

2. What is the timeless truth of Titus 2:1-10?

ENGAGE
3. Why did Paul give Titus these instructions? Why did Paul focus so much attention on the
lifestyle of those responsible for teaching?
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4. What groups of people are mentioned by Paul in Titus 2:1-10? What are Paul’s commands
to them?

5. Read Titus 2:10. What is the ultimate reason for serving others in this life? How can this
justification help you to better deal with those who might treat you unfairly?

6. Why is it important for discipleship to take place in one on one relationships (men to men
and women to women)?

EXECUTE
7. Based on Titus 2, what responsibilities do you have in our church family? What are some
practical things you can do to fulfill those responsibilities?

8. In what ways could our church better equip men to disciple men and women to disciple
women? What kinds of environments might help to foster the kind of discipleship that Paul
writes about in Titus 2?

9. Would those who know you inside and outside of the church say that you are a dignified
person with speech that “cannot be condemned” (2:8)? If not, what one thing could you
change today to make your Christian witness more impactful to the world around you?

Prayer Requests
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Thank You for Showing Me Jesus (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
Week 3 – November 27, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, November 20
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, November 27
BIG THOUGHT
The church shows Jesus to the world.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Have you ever met anyone who was turned off from Jesus because of a bad experience with a local
church?

INTRODUCTION
Thom Rainer composed a top ten list of bad church experiences. Have you ever experienced any of these?
1. Church member told the guest the church was not for her because she was African-American. It
makes me angry to write those words. The segregationist church remained all-white, but is declining rapidly.
2. Ushers would not let guests enter the worship service because they were too late. It didn’t matter
that the church website did not have the correct time for the service.
3. Single mom was told she couldn’t leave her four young kids in the children’s area. They let her know
they were at capacity. She went home. The last time I heard, she has not visited a church since.
4. Church member blew his car horn at a guest who was about to take a parking spot. He told her that
was his spot. She left. She probably has not returned.
5. Guest was told she would be more comfortable at another church because of the way she was
dressed. She couldn’t afford the country club attire of the snotty church.
6. The pastor announced in the service that their small groups were open only to members. In fact, he
specifically said the church does not allow guests in the groups.
7. A family of six was told to move from the pew where they were seated. These guests did not know they
were in the matriarch’s pew. The guests were not asked to move; they were told to move. They did. Straight
out the door.
8. A guest was told he was singing too loudly. The member with the decibel monitor must have caught
him.
9. A member pulled aside a guest and told him how terrible the pastor was. The guest did not even know
the member. And he never came back to get to know him better.
10. A single mom with three kids in tow went to three locked doors in the rain. There was not a sign to direct guests to the entrance. But the church members knew exactly where to go.
(Source: http://thomrainer.com/2016/10/top-ten-worst-church-guest-experiences/)

EXAMINE
1. To whom was 1 Corinthians written? What are some possible reasons that Paul may have
felt the need to write these instructions on the Lord’s Supper?

2. What is the timeless truth of 1 Corinthians 11:23-26?
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ENGAGE
3. In what ways does the Lord’s Supper “proclaim” the death of Jesus (11:26)?

4. Why does the New Testament place so much emphasis on fellowship and hospitality among
believers? (Note: Read “Why is Church Membership Important?” on Page 5)

5. The Last Supper was of Jesus’ final acts before his arrest and crucifixion. Why is that significant?

EXECUTE
6. What are you doing to show Jesus to the world around you?

7. How does partaking in the Lord’s Supper as a church family help to break down barriers
that might exist among members?

8. In what ways does the Lord’s Supper help you to remember Jesus? How does reflection upon his sacrifice affect the way you worship and treasure Christ?

Prayer Requests
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Recommended Resources for the Church
Book Resources
Why Church Matters – Josh Harris’
book is an easy read and clearly illustrates the importance of the local
church. This first edition of this book
was titled, “Stop Dating The Church,”
because its primary emphasis revolves
around the importance of committing
to a church.

What is a Healthy Church Member? –
God wants us to experience the local
church as a home more profoundly
wonderful and meaningful than any
other place on earth. This book explains how membership in the local
church can produce spiritual growth
in its members and how each member
can contribute to the growth and
health of the whole.
I am a Church Member – This book
begins to remedy the outbreak of inactive or barely committed church
members, addressing without what is
expected of those who join a body of
believers. When a person's attitude is
consistently biblical and healthy, matters of giving, serving, and so forth will
fall into place more naturally.

Total Church – "Church is not a meeting you attend or a place you enter,"
write pastors Tim Chester and Steve
Timmis. "It's an identity that is ours in
Christ. An identity that shapes the
whole of life so that life and mission become 'total church.'" With that as their
premise, they emphasize two overarching principles to govern the practice of
church and mission: being gospelcentered and being communitycentered.
Creature of the Word – The Reformers
viewed the gospel as not merely one
thing among many in the life of a
church but rather the means by which
the church exists. When the gospel is
rightly declared and applied to God’s
people, the church becomes “a creature
of the Word.” She understands, embraces, and lives out the reality of
Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection in more than her doctrinal statement.
Biblical Foundations for Baptist
Churches – Utilizing the Scriptures,
theology, and Baptist history, this comprehensive work addresses all aspects
of the church both theological and practical.

Autopsy of a Deceased Church – No
one wants to see a church die. And yet,
far too many churches are dying. For
more than twenty-five years, Dr. Thom
Rainer has helped churches grow, reverse the trends of decline, and has
autopsied those that have died. From
this experience, he has discovered
twelve consistent themes among those
churches that have died.

Online Resources
Blue Letter Bible – The Blue Letter Bible is an online resource that offers multiple translations of the Bible, translations, and definitions from the original languages, and some commentaries. Inn addition to the
website, there is an app you can download to your tablet or smartphone. http://www.blueletterbible.org.
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