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Introduction
God is great, God is good, let us thank him for our
food. . . .Children across America begin their meals
with a simple prayer that celebrates God’s goodness and faithfulness in providing food and care.
Thankfulness is the appropriate response of God’s
people toward him for his gifts and his love. But all
of his gifts and his love are given in spite of the inability of his children to pay for them. In fact, that
prayer of blessing over meals is often called saying
“grace.”
Grace is the overarching theme of the passages of
scripture studied within the context of these lessons. Not just any grace, God’s grace—a grace that
is greater than all our sins.

John Newton to pen those most famous words:
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.
T’was grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear,
The hour I first believed.
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But, what is grace and why is it so important?
Grace and mercy are often lumped together, but
they are separate concepts. Mercy is the withholding of punishment even when the punishment is
justified. Grace is giving unmerited gifts.
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In salvation, mercy is God’s act of withholding
immediate punishment for our sins and patiently
waiting on people to cry out to him in faith and
repentance. Grace, on the other hand, is God’s bestowing of salvation on to sinful people who have
done nothing to deserve it.
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What’s so great about grace? God’s grace trumps
all of your sin. God’s amazing grace extends the offer of salvation to all who would call upon his
name. There is no sin so great in this life that it is
beyond God’s forgiveness.
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It was a full realization of God’s grace that helped
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Romans: Background Information
church at Rome, but biblical and historical evidence discredits this theory. However, using
statements by the Roman historian Suetonius, we
believe that there were Christians in Rome by AD.
49.

When we study books of the Bible, it is important
to understand some basic background about the
book. Many of these pieces of information like
who wrote it, when was it written, to whom was it
written and why was it written (i.e. – the “Explore” section of our Bible study map) can help us
to better comprehend God’s truth. Here is some
background information for the book of Romans:
Romans 1:1 clearly identifies the author of Romans as the Apostle Paul. It is also worth noting
that like several of Paul’s letters, he used an
amanuensis or scribe to write Romans (Rom
16:22). Some speculate that Paul had an eyesight
problem that caused him to rely on a scribe to
write down his dictations (see Gal 6:11).

The Roman church was comprised of both Jewish
and Gentile Christians and there was apparently
some disunity and struggles between the two
groups. In A.D. 49, Emperor Claudius’s expelled all
Jews (including Jewish Christians) from Rome.
Later, when the edict was lifted and Jews were allowed back, there were some understandable conflicts as the Jewish believers returned to a nowGentile church. These conflicts appear to be part
of the background behind Paul’s reasons for writing this letter.

Date

Purpose

Author

Paul identifies the recipients of this letter as
“those in Rome who are loved by God and called to
be saints” so he was writing to the church at Rome
(1:7). From his letter, we know that Paul had several reasons as to why he wrote to them. First, he
desired for there to be no tensions between the
Jews and Gentiles. This is why Paul spends significant portions of Romans discussing the issue of
the Old Testament law and its relation to sin, salvation, and the gospel.

Unlike some of the letters in the New Testament,
most scholars agree on the date of Romans. From
the book of Romans, we know that Paul was headed to Jerusalem to bring an offering for poor (Rom
15:25-26). He was hoping that this offering would
help the relationship between the Jewish and Gentile Christians (Rom 15:27). Paul then intended to
go from Jerusalem to Rome and then from Rome
to Spain.
The context clues that we see in Romans would
indicate that Paul wrote this letter towards the
end of his third missionary journey (Acts 18:2221:17). Some of the people mentioned in Romans
16 would lead us to believe that Paul letter from
Corinth which would date it around A.D. 57 during
his time in Greece (Acts 20:2-3).

A second reason for Paul writing Romans was to
unpack how theology drives actions. Paul spends
the first 11 chapters of Romans unpacking the
good news of the gospel. Then in Romans 12:1,
Paul writes, “I appeal to you therefore, brothers,
by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which
is your spiritual worship.” Our beliefs influence
our actions. Lastly, Paul wrote to the Romans with
the future hope that he would be able to come visit them so that they could provide spiritual and
material resources that would help him take the
gospel to Spain (Rom. 15:24, 28).

Destination
Paul identifies the recipients of this letter in as
“those in Rome who are loved by God and called to
be saints” (1:7). We do not know much about how
the church at Rome was started. Some traditions
indicated Peter and/or Paul as having started the
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Sermon Calendar
Study
Date

June-12

Sermon
Date

Title

Scripture

June-5

Who Can Be
Saved?

Romans
10:5-13

June-19 June-12

Get to Work

Big Question and Synopsis

All who call upon the name of the Lord not only can,
but will be saved. His word is true and never fails.
Big Question: Who can be saved?

All who call on the Lord will be saved, but they cannot
call on him of whom they have not heard. We must
obey the command of Christ and work to fulfill the
Great Commission.

Romans
10:14-21

Big Question: Will you go?

Jun-26

June-19

God’s
Promise

God’s promises continue in spite of sin and rejection.
God has not utterly rejected his people. He has a purpose and in that purpose he will fulfill all of his promises.

Romans
11:1-4

Big Question: Has God fulfilled his promises to you?

July-3

July-10

July-17

June-26

July-3

July-10

God’s
Provision

The
Expansion of
God’s
Kingdom

The Mystery
of God

God has given his grace so that his promises could and
would be fulfilled. God’s promises will be fulfilled, not
because of the ability of people but because of the
good grace of God.

Romans
11:5-10

Big Question: What provision has God given to his
people?

God, in Christ, has spread the net of the gospel wide
and has made a way for multitudes of people to be included among his people.

Romans
11:11-24

Big Question: How is God’s kindness shown in the rejection of Israel?
We both can and cannot know the mind of God. We
can and should know his revealed will and follow it
closely, but we cannot know the secret hidden will of
God. The secret things belong to the Lord and we
should trust him.

Romans
11:25-36

Big Question: Do you know the mind of God?
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Sermon Calendar
Study
Date

July-24

Sermon
Date

July-17

Title

Be
Transformed

Scripture

Big Question and Synopsis

Romans
12:1-2

The sacrificed life surrenders its desires to the will
and desire of the Father. Christians are called to pursue the will of God, not to do “what is right in their
own eyes.” Biblical Christianity is not “feelings” driven, but God’s word driven.
Big Question: Are you offering your life as a sacrifice
to God?

July-31

Aug-7

Aug-14

Aug-21

Aug-28

July-24

July-31

Aug-7

Aug-14

Aug-21

You’re Not
That
Important

The Marks
of the
Messenger

Respect
Their
Authority

Paid in Love

Clothed in
Christ

Everyone is replaceable. You must never think too
highly of yourself. You have a part to play in God’s
kingdom, but only as God has called, gifted, and assigned you.

Romans
12:3-8

Big Question: How do you think of yourself?

Paul takes time to show what are the characterizing
marks of a true Christian. In short, if you claim the
name of Christ, you should look like his follower.

Romans
12:9-21

Big Question: Do you look like a Christian?

Christians are called to respect those who govern
them and obey the laws of the land they occupy unless and until those laws conflict with the Christian’s
ability to serve and honor Christ.

Romans
13:1-7

Big Question: How should you respond to the government?

Love is the fulfillment of the law. Do you live to love
others or do you primarily live for yourself? Following Christ means loving like Christ.

Romans
13:8-10

Big Question: Are you loving others?

Christians are called to cast off the works of darkness
and sin and instead to be clothed in Christ. Walking
in the light means walking in such a way as to not
have anything from which to hide.

Romans
13:11-14

Big Question: What are you wearing?
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Bible Study Map
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Who Can Be Saved? (Romans 10:5-13)
Week 1 – June 12, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, June 5
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, June 12
BIG THOUGHT
All who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.

DISCUSSION STARTER
What is the most is the most dynamic testimony you have ever heard?

INTRODUCTION
Shon Hapwood grew up in a Christian home, but when high school basketball faded and college and the
military fell through, he found himself addicted to drugs and robbing banks. He rejected the Christianity
of his parents and lived high on a life of unearned money until the FBI tackled him in the lobby of a hotel
in Omaha.
What Shon discovered was that in spite of his sin, God could and would forgive him. Here is part of his
story:
When Annie and I got engaged, we decided that we wanted my friend, pastor Marty Barnhart, to officiate the ceremony. God bless him, Marty wouldn't agree to do so until we had gone through his premarital counseling.
Our first counseling session was, in a word, memorable. Instead of discussing marriage, Marty asked
what we believed about Jesus. When he talked about grace, that free gift of salvation, I listened, especially when he said that I could be forgiven. "Yeah, even you, Shon," he said.
The next day I couldn't escape the feeling that God had been pursuing me for a long time and that if I'd
just abandon my stubbornness and selfishness, and hand everything over to him, I would find redemption.
What does it mean to be redeemed? And how do you redeem yourself after robbing five banks?
The answer is, you don't. The answer is that you need some help.
In Ephesians 1:7–8, Paul writes that in Christ "we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace that he lavished on us." To put it differently, because of our sins, none of us—and surely no former prisoner like me—can be redeemed on our own.
We need the gospel of grace, which says that each of us matters and has worth because we're made in
the image of God. Grace says we are not defined by our failures and our faults, but by a love without
merit or condition.
God's grace was enough to redeem me.
(Source: http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/april/gods-hot-pursuit-of-armed-bank-robber.html)

EXAMINE
1. According to Romans 10:6, upon what is a believer’s righteousness built?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 10:5-13?
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ENGAGE
3. Read Deuteronomy 30:11-14. How does Paul apply these verses from Deuteronomy to the
first century believers in Rome?

4. What is required for a person to be saved (Rom. 10:9-10)? Notice that Romans 10:9 does
not mention repentance as a part of the salvation process. Is repentance necessary or is
salvation merely a feeling of “being OK with God”?

5. Who can be saved (Rom. 10:13)? Do you ever consider some people as more likely to be
saved than others? How does that attitude not reflect the gospel and salvation stories in
Scripture?

EXECUTE
6. Oftentimes we are tempted to either water down salvation or put unnecessary hurdles before people. How can we make sure we have a biblical approach to sharing the gospel?

7. How could you use this passage to share the gospel? Who can you share this passage with
this week?

Prayer Requests
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Get to Work (Romans 10:14-21)
Week 2 – June 19, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, June 12
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, June 19
BIG THOUGHT
Faith comes by hearing the word of Christ.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Share about a time when you tried to share the gospel. Tell about a time when it went very well or very
poorly. What did you learn from your experiences?

INTRODUCTION
“Today, thanks to a small Canadian software company, high school students can get through biology class
without smelling like formaldehyde. While students of old may have had to dissect frogs to earn a science
credit, today’s teen can opt for a bloodless alternative: the digital frog.
Digital Frog International Inc. sells an interactive CD-ROM for $170.00 that allows students to probe a tiny croaker’s internal workings without ever lifting a scalpel. The impetus behind the digital frog program
was company co-founder Simon Clark’s squeamishness over cutting critters as a veterinarian student.
Clark disliked dissection so much that he decided to find a less distasteful way to teach students anatomy
and physiology.
Thanks to this program, students in over 900 schools across North America are now making incisions into virtual frogs with their computer mouse. Throughout the virtual dissection the computer program’s
speech component explains various organ functions while the program’s three-dimensional animation allows the user to add cartilage and muscle to the frog’s skeleton and get a beneath-the-skin view of how
the amphibian moves.
The advantages of using this program are obvious: mistakes made on a virtual frogs are easily corrected,
no real frogs are hurt, and, perhaps best of all, students don’t have to get their hands dirty. The whole
procedure remains distant and antiseptic.
But what may be possible with biology is impossible with evangelism. We cannot do effective evangelism
without touching the lives of sinners.”

(Source: http://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2000/february/12270.html)

EXAMINE
1. In this passage, Paul continues to refer to “they” (ex. – “how then will they call on him in
whom they have not believed.”). Who might Paul have been referring to?

2. According to Romans 10:14, what hope do people have of being saved without someone
telling them about Christ?

3. What is the timeless truth of Romans 10:14-21?
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ENGAGE
4. Paul writes, “And how are they to preach unless they are sent?...” (Rom. 10:15). Who is sent
and who does the sending? (Acts 13:1-4)?

5. What is the role of preaching in missions and evangelism? What are different ways that the
gospel can be “preached?”

6. Paul quotes Isaiah 65:1 in verse 20. Who is Isaiah referring to and why does Paul include
that reference? Why, according to verse 21, is Israel particularly without excuse in regards
to the gospel?

EXECUTE
7. What hope does Romans 10:20 give you when you pray and think about people who are far
from God right now and seem to have no interest in the things of the Lord?

8. Based on the verses studied this week, what is the role of the church in missions? What are
the benefits of having local churches as the primary sending agency for missionaries?

Prayer Requests
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God’s Promise (Romans 11:1-4)
Week 3 – June 26, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, June 19
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, June 26
BIG THOUGHT
God never fails to keep his promise.

DISCUSSION STARTER
We have all had times when promises were not kept. Share about a time when you did not keep a promise to someone else.

INTRODUCTION
Pastor and author, Craig Brian Larson shares the following story about a book display that he keeps in his
office:
My current book is America’s Spectacular National Parks by Mickael Duchemin. For several days I
have had the book open to a photo of the Grand Teton Mountains, an extra-wide photo that fills the
left page and crosses the fold to take up half of the right. It is a majestic display of deep blue sky; rugged, gray, snow-capped mountains; and a calm lake in the foreground.
This morning I decided to turn the page to the next photo, and as I did I discovered that I had missed
something important. The right page of the Grand Tetons photo was an extra-long page folded over,
covering part of the Grand Tetons. So when I opened it up, it added some sixteen inches to the width
of the photo. Wow! The Grand Tetons became even grander.
(Source: Larson, 1001 Illustrations that Connect)

God’s promises are sometimes like the photo in Larson’s book. During certain periods of time it can appear as though his promises are short-sighted or unfulfilled. What you don’t always see is the rest of the
picture that is hidden from view. In time, God will reveal all of the picture and his promises will be shown
to be even grander than you could have imagined.

EXAMINE
1. Why did Paul need to address the question of rejection? How would Paul’s ethnic identity
as a Jew affect the way that his readers might understand God’s faithfulness?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 11:1-4?

ENGAGE
3. How do you does Romans 11:1-4 fit with what we studied about Romans 10:13 a couple of
weeks ago? What do these verses and others the Bible (ex. - Jeremiah 29:10-14) teach about
God’s promises and those who seek him?
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4. According to Romans 11:4, for what purpose has God kept a remnant? What are the characteristics that define that remnant?

5. What does Romans 11:3 teach us about the power of the state (i.e. – government) to affect
God’s plans? How should this verse change the way you view government?

EXECUTE
6. Baal worship was the primary concern in Israel during Elijah’s time. What would you identify as the primary sin of people living in the Southeastern United States in the 21st century?
How does the gospel change the way that we live today?

7. How is it encouraging to know that God’s promises never fail? What are some ways that this
truth should be reflected in our actions as believers?

Prayer Requests
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God’s Provision (Romans 11:5-10)
Week 4 – July 3, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, June 26
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, July 3
BIG THOUGHT
By grace alone.

DISCUSSION STARTER
How have you experienced God’s grace in your own life?

INTRODUCTION
“When David became King over all of Israel, David inquired about any of Jonathan’s family because David
loved Jonathan. Jonathan had been killed but David wanted to know if there were any of his relatives that
were left alive. There was one and
Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame in both feet. He was five years old when the news about
Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to leave, he
fell and became disabled. His name was Mephibosheth” (2 Sam 4:4).
So David summoned Mephibosheth and he
…came to David and fell on his face and prostrated himself. And David said, ‘Mephibosheth.’ And he
said, ‘Here is your servant’ And David said to him, ‘Do not fear, for I will show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the land of Saul your father, and you shall eat
at my table always’ (2 Sam 9:6-7).
That is grace. Mephibosheth did nothing to deserve this graciousness. Like Mephibosheth, we came crippled, on our face, before the king bringing nothing to the king’s table. Mephibosheth, like we, can be at the
King of king’s table. We shall have all the bread we need even though we were nothing more than a “dead
dog.” We have no need to fear when we come to the King. Like Mephibosheth’s servant Ziba, the land that
belonged to Saul is given to us…the land will produce and provide for us. We were all disabled by sin, we
were all “dead dogs,” we all brought nothing to the King’s table, yet we, like Mephibosheth, can eat at the
king’s table and be “like one of the king’s sons.” That is grace to the nth degree.”
(Source: http://christianmediamagazine.com/5-great-sermon-illustrations-grace/)

EXAMINE
1. Paul writes, “So too at the present time there is a remnant…” (Rom 11:5). What is the present time that Paul is writing about? How does this verse apply to our contemporary culture?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 11:5-10?

ENGAGE
3. By what means is God’s remnant chosen (Rom. 11:5)? What is grace?
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4. What does the importance of grace in salvation teach us about the place of works in the
process of salvation?

5. Romans 11:7 contains some very difficult concepts. What does “the rest were hardened,”
mean? Does God refuse salvation to anyone who seeks Him?

EXECUTE
6. Should there be any concern within the church that emphasizing grace too much may lead
people to indulge in sin? Does Paul seem to have that concern?

7. How might you respond to a person who claims that salvation is contingent upon a certain
set of rules or requirements? How might Paul have responded (Hint: read Galatians)?

8. If it teaches nothing else, Romans 11:7-10 shows that even though God is patient, he will
not withhold judgment forever. How does this truth affect the way you perceive of God’s
role in your life? How does this affect the importance that you attach to evangelism?

Prayer Requests
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The Expansion of God’s Kingdom (Romans 11:11-24)
Week 5 – July 10, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, July 3
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, July 10
BIG THOUGHT
There is no partiality in God.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Share with your LifeGroup about a time when you were given special privileges because of your name, title, or position.

INTRODUCTION
“The late Max Cadenhead, when he was pastor of First Baptist Church in Naples, Florida, riveted his congregation one day with a bold confession.
‘My message today is on the parable of the Good Samaritan,’ Max announced. ‘Let me start with an
illustration.’
‘Remember last year when the Browns came forward to join the church?’ he asked. Everyone nodded; the Browns were a very influential family. ‘Well, the same day a young man came forward
and gave his life to Christ. I could tell he needed help—and we counseled him.’ No one nodded; no
one remembered.
‘We worked with the Browns, got them onto committees. They've been wonderful folks,’ Cadenhead said to muffled amens. ‘The young man…well, we lost track.’
‘Until yesterday, that is, as I was preparing today's message on the Good Samaritan. I picked up the
paper, and there was that young man's picture. He had shot and killed an elderly woman.’
Chins dropped throughout the congregation, mine included, as the pastor continued. ‘I never followed up on that young man, so I'm the priest who saw the man in trouble and crossed to the other side of the road. I am a hypocrite.’
More of that kind of sober honesty in the church would be very healthy. For God's kingdom is just the opposite of ours. We go after the rich or the influential, thinking if we can just bag this one or that one, we'll
have a real catch for the kingdom. Like the folks profiled by the apostle James, we offer our head tables to
the wealthy and well-dressed and reserve the back seats for those we consider unimportant.
We forget that it was an ordinary Sunday school teacher who dropped into a shoe store one day and began a process that changed the world. Few remember the name of the teacher who witnessed to the
young shoe clerk that day—it was Edward Kimball—but they surely do remember the shoe clerk, Dwight
L. Moody, who went on to evangelize two continents and shake nineteenth-century America to its roots.”
(Source: Charles Colson, Being the Body, 333)

EXAMINE
1. How might the Gentile readers of Paul’s letter have become prideful toward Jews as a result
of their salvation?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 11:11-24?
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ENGAGE
3. What does this passage of Scripture teach us about God’s dependence upon any one person
or group of people to accomplish his purposes?

4. How does the inclusion of Gentiles in the people of God fulfill His purposes as set forth in
the Old Testament? How did Israel fail to complete the task for which God had set them
apart?

5. In Romans 11:20, Paul warns that the Jews were broken off because of their unbelief. What
was their unbelief? How do these words compare with Jesus’ in John 15:1-6?

6. What is promised to Jews who turn from their unbelief according to Romans 11:23?

EXECUTE
7. How does Romans 11:11-24 encourage you to continue in belief for your salvation?

8. How might you apply this passage of Scripture to your family? What hope do they have of
salvation? What hope does Romans 11:23 give you for your unbelieving loved ones?

Prayer Requests
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The Mystery of God (Romans 11:25-36)
Week 6 – July 17, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, July 10
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, July 17
BIG THOUGHT
God’s ways are not our ways, but they are the best ways.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Discuss a time when you realized that God’s way was better than your plan.

INTRODUCTION
Corrie ten Boom, at about age ten, was reading a poem on a train as she traveled with her father from
Amsterdam to Haarlem. She looked up from her reading and asked her father, “What does ‘sex sin’
mean?” This is how she describes what happened next:
He turned to look at me, as he always did when answering a question, but, to my surprise, he said
nothing. At last he stood up, lifted his traveling case from the track over our heads, and set it on the
floor. “Will you carry it off the train, Corrie?” he asked.
I stood up and tugged at it. It was crammed with watches and spare parts he had purchased that
morning. “It’s too heavy,” I said.
“Yes,” he said. “And it would be a pretty poor father who would ask his little girl to carry such a load.
It’s the same way, Corrie, with knowledge. Some knowledge is too heavy for children. When you are
older and stronger you can bear it. For now you must trust me to carry it for you.”
And I was satisfied. More than satisfied—wonderfully at peace. There were answers to this and all
my hard questions; for now, I was content to leave them in my father’s keeping.
(Source: Adapted from Corrie ten Boom, The Hiding Place)

Such is the case with some of the Bible’s mysteries. It is not that there are not answers to all of the questions that may be asked, only that some answers are not yet for your knowing. You must be content, for
now, to leave them in your Father’s keeping.

EXAMINE
1. In what way might Paul’s Gentile readers have been becoming “wise in [their] own eyes”
(Rom. 11:25)?

2. According to Romans 11:25-26, is God finished with Israel?

3. What is the timeless truth of Romans 11:25-36?
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ENGAGE
4. Read Romans 11:29. What does this verse teach you about your salvation? How can this
truth give you comfort?

5. Romans 11:32 says that God “has consigned all do disobedience, that he may have mercy on
all.” What does this verse teach us about God’s love and His character?

6. What are some other passages of Scripture that are similar to Romans 11:33? How can these passages help you to glorify God more?

EXECUTE
7. Romans 11:30 reminds believers that they have not always been “obedient.” In what ways
do reminders of your past “disobedience” help you to live more humbly? How do reminders
of your past help you to show more grace to the actions of non-believers?

8. You are not God. Everyone needs this rebuke occasionally. Why might the Roman believers
have needed Paul’s words in Romans 8:34? How should Romans 8:34-35 change the way
you handle your understanding of God’s ways and his Word?

Prayer Requests
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Be Transformed (Romans 12:1-2)
Week 7 – July 24, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, July 17
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, July 24
BIG THOUGHT
Renew your mind.

DISCUSSION STARTER
How does the old saying “garbage in, garbage out” apply in your own life?

INTRODUCTION
The spare tire mounted on the back of the SUV had the words “Texas Longhorns” and an orange,
steer-head icon on it. The trailer hitch displayed another steer-head icon and the word “Texas.” The
license plate frame was bordered with the words “Longhorns” on top and “university of Texas” at the
bottom.
But something didn’t add up. The license plate frame was screwed into a “Land of Lincoln” license
plate with a picture of old Abe on it. I live in Illinois, and the SUV’s license plate showed that this
driver now did too. I assumed the owner of this SUV had moved but had not yet identified with his
new home and had no plans of changing loyalties.
When we move, we often go through a slow transition of loyalties to our new home. And so it is as a
Christian. When we come to Christ, the kingdom of God becomes our home, but the kingdom of this
world does not easily leave our hearts. The great challenge of the Christian is to overcome divided
loyalties and fully identify with God’s kingdom.
(Source: Craig Brian Larson, 1001 Illustrations that Connect, 335)

What are you doing to overcome your own divided loyalties and identify more fully with God’s kingdom
by no longer being conformed to the ways of this world and renewing your mind?

EXAMINE
1. Paul urges his readers to “present your bodies as a living sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1). Why was
this command important for people coming to Christ out of the paganism of the Roman empire?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 12:1-2?

ENGAGE
3. What is worship? How can the use of your body be a spiritual act of worship?
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4. What are some other Scripture passages that show us the difference between being conformed to the world and transformed by the Word of God?

5. According to Romans 12:1, what enables us to life a transformed life? How does God’s mercies result in transformed living?

EXECUTE
6. What are you doing daily to renew your mind and transform your thinking to be more
Christ-like?

7. What is a Christian worldview? How does your worldview affect the way that you live and
make decisions?

8. In what ways are you working to discern God’s will in your life? What role does the Bible
play in that process? How does your local church fit into the equation?

Prayer Requests
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You’re Not That Important (Romans 12:3-8)
Week 8 – July 31, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, July 24
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, July 31
BIG THOUGHT
Serve the church with your gifts.

DISCUSSION STARTER
What are some different spiritual gifts that you have seen in the lives of other believers?

INTRODUCTION
Spiritual gifts are given to believers for the benefit of others, not for the self-aggrandizement of those who
have received them. Consider these words from Mark Dever about spiritual gifts and the Greek word for
“gifts” (charisma, χάρισμα):
The one thing that does not change every time the word charisma is used in the New Testament is
that these gifts are given for the building up of the body. Whether it is escape of Paul from a shipwreck or the gifts he writes about in 1 Corinthians 14, they are all charismata and they are always for
building up the church in some way.
The goal of all of these spiritual gifts, Paul states clearly, is the “strengthening” of the church (1 Cor.
14:26). That’s why the Spirit gives these gifts in the church. So, to return to 1 Corinthians 14:4, Paul
isn’t merely mentioning two different kinds of edification. He is criticizing and kind of self-serving use
of gifts, and he is redefining the goals for these gifts, realigning the Corinthians’ purposes with the
Spirit’s purpose, which is the building up off the church.

(Source: Mark Dever, Nine Marks of a Healthy Church, 234-35)

EXAMINE
1. Based on Romans 12:3, what concern did Paul have for the Romans as they used their spiritual gifts?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 12:3-8?

ENGAGE
3. How does this passage emphasize the importance of using our gifts in a local church family?
How can we use these passages with Christians in larger body of Christ? Why are both of
these uses important?
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4. According to Romans 4:6, Paul says that gifts differ “according to the grace given to us.”
What does this mean? How is the grace given for spiritual gifts different than the grace given (and needed) for salvation?

5. Paul says that he is instructing according to the “grace given to me.” Based on what you
know about Paul, what spiritual gift(s) do you believe he was given by God’s grace?

EXECUTE
6. How might you be tempted to grow prideful because of your spiritual gifts? What can be
done to fight against this temptation? How does the knowledge that your abilities within
the church are given as “grace gifts” help you to serve in humbleness?

7. Romans 12:6-8 gives a partial list of spiritual gifts. What are other spiritual gifts and how
have you seen them used within the church (1 Cor. 7:7, 12:8-10, 12:28, Eph. 4:11, 1 Pet. 4:911)?

8. How can you better use your spiritual gifts in your church family? How can you help others
to discover and use their gifts?

Prayer Requests
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The Marks of the Messenger (Romans 12:9-21)
Week 9 – August 7, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, July 31
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, August 7
BIG THOUGHT
Live the ordinary Christian life.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Discuss a time in your own life when you have shared the love of Christ during a routine activity.

INTRODUCTION
In the Preface to his book, Ordinary, Tony Merida writes the following:
The book of Acts shows that the result of the early church’s efforts wasn’t due to their own gifting and
wealth (though some were gifted and wealthy). When Peter and John were brought before the council
they were called “unschooled, ordinary men” (Acts 4:13 NIV, my emphasis). Not even the leaders were
extraordinary!
But these ordinary people turned the world upside down.
By submitting to the lordship of Jesus, proclaiming His substitutionary death and bodily resurrection,
and displaying good deeds that reflect the values of the Kingdom, God used these ordinary Christians
to change lives—one conversation at a time, one meal at a time, one act of mercy at a time.
(Source: Tony Merida, Ordinary, xv)

Living an ordinary Christian life may not seem exciting, but done properly; it can yield a harvest a
hundredfold for the kingdom of Christ.

EXAMINE
1. How might Christians at Rome have been shocked to read Romans 12:18-20?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 12:9-21?

ENGAGE
3. Some Christians today promote a “radical” kind of Christianity with grand accomplishments and astonishing stories, but how does Paul show the living out of the Christian faith
through ordinary means?
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4. What would it look like for Christians to “love one another with brotherly affection” and
“Outdo one another in showing honor” (Rom. 12:10)? How do these commands fit with other Scripture passages like John 13:35?

5. How might those who are experiencing intense persecution struggle to bless those who
persecute them?

6. Some people have a desire to emphasize the importance of the universal church over the
local church. Why do Paul’s commands in this passage require a church family where the
members are continually and regularly meeting together?

EXECUTE
7. What do you do in your everyday life to show your Christian faith? Is it more difficult or is it
liberating to live an “ordinary” rather than a “radical” or “extraordinary” Christian life?

8. According to Romans 12:21, you should overcome evil with good. How can you do that in
your own community right now? How might this verse apply to ministering to those engaging in culturally acceptable sins like abortion, homosexuality, materialism, or adultery?

Prayer Requests
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Respect Their Authority (Romans 13:1-7)
Week 10 – August 14, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, August 7
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, August 14
BIG THOUGHT
God is in control.

DISCUSSION STARTER
How would you respond if the laws of your government required you to break God’s law?

INTRODUCTION
“People want to be lightly governed by strong governments.” I read that a long time ago in a Wall
Street Journal editorial, but it has stuck with me ever since.
You’ve wanted that since you were a small child. You wanted your dad to be big and strong and able
to do anything you could thin of—except that, when he dealt with you, it had to be with gentleness
and tenderness. You wanted a policeman on the corner tough enough to handle my neighborhood bully but who would also hoist you to his shoulders and help you find your parents when you got lost in
the crowd.
Lots of muscle with lots of restraint—there’s an innate yearning in almost all of us for that rare combination. When evil people rise up, we want a government with the clout to back them down. Yet we
never want that clout turned on us.
People want to be lightly governed by strong governments because that’s how God governs. The omnipotent ruler of the universe is also the one who invites us tenderly: “Come to me, all you who are
weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is
light” (Matthew 11:28-30).
(Source: Joel Belz, “Tender Toughness,” World, July 22, 2006)

Of course the governments of the world never perfectly imitate the governing nature of God. How do you
find hope in God’s control when world governments rage outside of his design and intended purpose?

EXAMINE
1. How would first century believers have responded to Paul’s words in Romans 13:1?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 13:1-7?

ENGAGE
3. According to Romans 13:1, why are believers supposed to be subject to governing authorities?
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4. According to Romans 13:3, those who should fear authority are those who do not show
“good conduct.” How does “good conduct” fit in with the Christian life?

5. Paul says that God appoints rulers. What are various reasons listed in the Bible for why
particular rulers have been appointed at particular times?

6. Outside of those listed in Romans 13, what are some reasons why you should obey the laws
of your government? Are there any limits to our obedience of earthly rulers?

EXECUTE
7. Romans 13:7 speaks specifically about paying taxes. Why should believers pay taxes? What
character traits are shown when believers behave as good citizens of the community in
which they live?

8. What circumstances would have to be present for Christians to refuse to honor the laws of
their government?

Prayer Requests
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Paid in Love (Romans 13:8-10)
Week 11 – August 21, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, August 14
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, August 21
BIG THOUGHT
Love your neighbor.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Share with your LifeGroup about a time in your life when a friend displayed their love towards you
through a specific action.

INTRODUCTION
Love your neighbor as yourself is a primary principle of the Christian faith, but are Christians to love for
love’s sake or to love with purpose? In his classic book on the church and culture, Richard Niebuhr writes
about neighbor love this way:
Jesus nowhere commands love for its own sake, and nowhere exhibits that complete dominance of
the kindly over the aggressive sentiments and emotions which seems indicated by the idea that in
him and for him love “must completely fill the soul,” or that his ethics is characterized by “the ideal of
love.” The virtue of love in Jesus’ character and demand is the virtue of the love of God and of the
neighbor of God, not the virtue of the love of love.
(Source: H. Richard Niebuhr, Christ and Culture, (New York: Harper One, 2001), 15-16.)

EXAMINE
1. How would Jews have responded to this teaching from Paul?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 13:8-10?

ENGAGE
3. Why is it important that Romans 13:8 is written right after Paul’s admonition to pay taxes
to the government?

4. In what ways does love fulfill the law? What did Jesus have to say about love and the law
(Matt 22:36-40)?
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5. Is there a difference between obeying the law and fulfilling the law? If so, what is the difference?

6. Romans 13:8 says “owe no one anything, except to love each other.” Does this verse apply to
personal debt from a bank or lending institution? Why or why not?

EXECUTE
7. What are concrete ways that you can show love to your neighbors?

8. Is there a difference between the kind of love that you show to believers and to nonbelievers? If so, what is the difference?

9. How has Malvern Hill failed to love others well in the past? How could our church family do
a better job of loving the community around our building and sharing the gospel?

Prayer Requests
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Clothed in Christ (Romans 13:11-14)
Week 12 – August 28, 2016

Sermon Notes from Sunday, August 21
Use this space to write down notes from the sermon or your personal study.
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Discussion Guide for Sunday, August 28
BIG THOUGHT
Put on the armor of light.

DISCUSSION STARTER
Discuss the following statement: Sin lives in the dark, but truth lives in the light.

INTRODUCTION
Armor is not a vestige of a bygone era of war. Body armor is an important aspect of warfare and protecting soldiers in the 21st century. In December of 2003, The New York Times reported the following:
"Since the war started, more than 2,300 American soldiers in Iraq have been hurt in combat, many by
artillery shells and homemade bombs that spray shrapnel. Bulletproof vests and helmets protect vital organs. But as the insurgency continues, doctors say that severe facial injuries, along with wounds
to the arms and legs, are becoming a hallmark of this war."
Dr. Jeffrey Poffenbarger, an Army neurosurgeon, has treated a number of the injured soldiers. Sgt.
Jeremy Feldbusch was one of those patients. The 24-year-old Army Ranger, in Iraq for only two
months, came home blind. One small piece of metal changed his life.
"There's that little area between where the helmet ends and the body armor starts," said Poffenbarger. "And we're seeing a lot of guys getting hit right there, right in the face."
(Source: http://www.nytimes.com/2003/12/30/national/30SOLD.html?th)

In what ways do you find yourself protected in spiritual warfare? In what areas do you perceive yourself
to be vulnerable?

EXAMINE
1. In the first century, Christians believed Christ’s return was immanent. How would Paul’s
original readers have understood Romans 13:11?

2. What is the timeless truth of Romans 13:11-14?

ENGAGE
3. What is the sleep of which Paul speaks in Romans 13:11? What is the night of verse 12?
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4. How does this spiritual warfare passage compare and contrast with other spiritual warfare
passages in the Scriptures such as Ephesians 6?

5. Why does Paul urge the Roman believers to “cast off” and “put on?” How is it important in
your own life to replace sinful actions with righteous ones?

EXECUTE
6. How can you live in expectation of Christ’s return?

7. What does it look like in your life to refuse provisions for your flesh and to live for Christ?

8. How can you help others to walk in the light? What can you do to keep from being a stumbling block to others?

Prayer Requests
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Recommended Resources for Romans
Book Resources
Five Perspectives on Election – One of
the major themes in the book of Romans is God’s work of election. This
book gives a great overview of five different views on election through a debate between five different theologians.

Paul’s Letter to the Romans: A SocioRhetorical Commentary – Witherington focuses on the background of the
readers to whom the book of Romans
was original written.

Romans: The Randall House Bible
Commentary– F. Leroy Forlines writes
as a free-will Baptist, but his commentary is approachable for students of all
levels and well researched. The author
has included several essays within the
commentary that add to the study of
Romans.
The Epistle to the Romans: NICNT
Commentary – This is the expanded
commentary by Dr. Douglas J. Moo who
also wrote the NIV Application Commentary. This commentary delves
deeper into the exegesis of the text.

Hard Sayings of Paul – Drawing on
years of pastoral experience and study,
Manfred Brauch takes on forty-eight of
Paul’s hardest sayings. Brauch helps believers to understand and apply these
difficult passages to their Christian Life.

The Message of Romans – John Stott
has written what many consider to be
the best popular-level commentary on
the book of Romans. His approach is
both pastoral and devotional and offers
deep insights from a balanced perspective.

Evangelism and the Sovereignty of
God – Two of the overarching themes
of Romans are God’s sovereignty and
evangelism. J.I. Packer explores how the
two concepts work together through
God’s church. This is a classic work on
evangelism.

Systematic Theology – Wayne
Grudem’s textbook is among the most
used by evangelicals today. Grudem
clearly and systematically lays out the
theological themes introduced by Paul.

Online Resources
The Story – If you are looking for an easy visual way to share the gospel, check out viewthestory.com.
This website unpacks God’s “big story” of salvation through the themes of creation, fall, rescue, and restoration in the Bible. It is a colorful and sensible way for people to understand our sin and need for a savior. You can even download a free app to your iPhone or Android phone.
Blue Letter Bible – The Blue Letter Bible is an online resource that offers multiple translations of the Bible, translations, and definitions from the original languages, and some commentaries. Inn addition to the
website, there is an app you can download to your tablet or smartphone. http://www.blueletterbible.org.
John Piper’s Sermons on Romans - Dr. John Piper’s sermons on the book of Romans can be found at his
ministry’s website, http://www.desiringgod.org. Dr. Piper is an example of a godly and patient pastor
who spent many years working through the book of Romans. His sermons on this book serve as a model
for many.
Paige Patterson’s Lectures on Romans – Southwestern Theological Seminary has made a series of lectures of Dr. Paige Patterson on Romans available on YouTube. Dr. Patterson was one of the leaders in the
conservative resurgence in the Southern Baptist Convention and continues to be one of the convention’s
leading voices. You can view the first lecture at http://youtu.be/0Jqd7C1wu0s or by going to YouTube
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