
Not everyone loves going to the grocery store like I do. 
Many moms dread the idea of walking through the aisles 
filled with sugary treats with three or four extra sets of 
hands filling the shopping cart. Curbside pick-up is a 
blessing when four kids are in a bad mood and dinner 
needs to be cooked, but I want to challenge you to do 
better when you can. Order your coffee in person and 
wait the 4 or 5 minutes it takes to prepare it. Find out 
your barista’s story and pray for them. Get to know the 
guy who always sits at the fourth table on the left, maybe 
he needs a friend. Introduce yourself to neighbors 
walking in your neighborhood and find out the name of 
the homeless guy on the corner. In so doing, you may just 
be the Jesus that the world around you needs. 
In a world of convenience, people and relationships can 
feel like an inconvenience, but when people are a burden 
to be overcome, perhaps we should ask just how human 
we have ceased to be.
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I love grocery shopping.
I know this makes me a bit strange to some of you, but it 
is true. Increasingly, we live in a society that works to 
distance itself from relationships, both significant and not 
so significant. In an age of Facebook “friends” and online 
orders, I still enjoy ordering my coffee from a person and 
talking to strangers in the checkout line at the grocery 
store.
Am I old-fashioned? Maybe a bit, but I find that there are 
real connections that can be made with real people in 
everyday encounters. I learn how I can pray for my 
barista, I invite store clerks to church, and I keep up with 
the college progress of the guy ringing up my groceries. 
Recently, I had the opportunity to pray with a lady 
struggling with addiction and introduce her to the barista 
in a coffee shop.
God created us as relational beings, and there is still good 
to be found in handshakes and smiles. In fact, smiling has 
become one of my mission goals in the grocery store. 
Studies tell us that people are lonelier than ever and are 
increasingly isolated and unhappy. As a follower of Christ, 
I have much for which to be thankful, so I make sure that 
when I walk through the grocery store, I do so with the 
cheesiest smile you can imagine. Why? Because I think 
that maybe someone there needs to see a happy face, and 
it is the least I can do; and because as a Christian, joy 
should be my default. I want people to see the pastor (in a 
small town most people know that I’m a pastor) filled 
with joy rather than frustration.



    

Discipleship	and	Worship	 By	Keven	Newsome

Study can have a bad reputation. It’s boring. It’s stiff. It’s 
difficult. As a result, many Christians avoid study or only 
give it superficial service to appease the guilt of not doing 
something they know should be done. Yet, many 
Christians struggle with fear and anxieties simply because 
they have not done the due diligence of Biblical study. It 
is through God’s revelation into our lives, the 
communication with our Creator, that we receive the 
power we need to overcome the world, to free ourselves 
from bondage, and to have confidence in who we are as 
children of the Most High. The Bible, the printed Word of 
God, has been and remains to this day God’s primary 
means in which he communicates his eternal truths to us. 
Knowing this, we can infer two things. 

First, study of the Bible should be a discipline taken 
seriously. We should always strive to further our 
knowledge and understanding of what God has revealed 
to us through his Scriptures. Have you not read the entire 
Bible? Start there. Learn what it contains. Learn the 
timeline of events. Learn the themes. Learn the authors 
and styles. From there, begin to explore theological 
concepts and the formation of doctrine. Even if you’ve 
done all that work already and you feel like you’ve 
learned about as much as you can, there’s always more to 
learn. The rabbit hole of Biblical study will take you as 
far as you’re willing to go; and we should be willing to go 
as far as we can. Be a lifelong student and own what you 
learn for yourself. In other words, don’t forget that YOU 
are responsible for your own beliefs, so don’t let yourself 
be tainted by a false belief without doing the hard work of 
finding the truth. 

Second, because the Bible is God’s primary means of 
communication to us, Satan will do anything and 
everything he can to keep us out of it. He doesn’t want 
you to study. He’s the reason you might think Bible study 
is boring, stiff, and difficult. He’s the reason you will 
always find an excuse not to study. He’s the reason you 
just don’t feel like it at times.

That’s why Bible study must be considered a discipline. 
A properly disciplined study of the Word will involve 
repetition, concentration, comprehension, and reflection. 
Repetition helps to channel our minds in a specific 
direction and create in us habits of thought. 
Concentration focuses the mind on the subject matter and 
tunes out distractions. Comprehension happens when 
truths read and studied become knowledge. Reflection 
helps us take that knowledge and understand more about 
our own faith through that new knowledge.

So study. Study the Bible first and primarily, but also 
study commentaries, books, and sermons. Let those 
things point you back to the Bible, so you can study the 
Bible more effectively. Remember, the Bible itself tells 
us to study it. So don’t neglect it. Instead, make it a 
priority.

“Do your best to present yourself to God as one 
approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, 
rightly handling the word of truth.” 2 Timothy 2:15.

“Finally brothers, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any, if there 
is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” 
Philippians 4:8 [emp added].

“And he said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart and with all your mind.’” Matthew 
22:37 [emp added].
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

 
I want to start our newsletter with a great big thank you 
for all the support we had for our 18th Senior Fair.  First 
of all, I want to say how much I appreciate the support of 
Pastor Craig and our staff (Keven, Adam, Autumn). We 
also had great support from so many of our senior adults. 
All in all, God blessed our day and our senior community 
was blessed by all the support and hard work. 
October is another busy month. Our biggest event will be 
our trip to the Celebrators Conference in Pigeon Forge, 
Tennesse Oct. 21-24. We have 21 folks signed up to go. It 
will be a great time of worship with powerful preaching 
and singing. In October, there are some great 
opportunities for ministry and fellowship for our seniors. 
Please check out all the opportunities in which you can be 
involved. Please be in prayer for our Prime Timer’s 
ministry as we seek God’s leadership. 

Buster 

Tuesday Oct. 1 Breakfast 8:00 AM @ Church
Thursday Oct. 10 Karesh Wing Ministry 2:30 PM
Thursday Oct. 17 Supper 6:00 PM
Thursday Oct. 29 Springdale Ministry 2:30 PM
Wednesday Oct. 31 Fall Festival

Upcoming Events
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

I need your help! I am looking for some ministry ideas 
that would benefit our community that our children and 
their families could do. In the past we have raised money 
for shoes, brought in food for Sacks of Love, filled 
shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child, raised money 
through rice bowls to go toward the purchase of food for 
orphans, brought in school supplies to go to the area 
schools, prepared mini parachutes with the message of 
Christ to be dropped by airplane into the jungles of South 
America, and bought backpacks for foster children. I’m 
sure I have forgotten some of the things we have done, but 
my desire is that the children will see that there are many 
ways to reach people for Christ by offering them a variety 
of projects to get involved in.  If you have another idea, 
please let me know. 
Winter Blast 
Winter Blast, Camp Longridge’s mini-camp for children, 
will be December 13-15. This camp has many of the same 
aspects of summer camp but without the lake activities, 
the summer heat, and the insects. Children will be 
involved in worship, Bible studies and devotions, games, 
and other activities. We will leave Malvern Hill at 4:00 
that Friday and will return to Malvern Hill during morning 
worship on Sunday, December 15. This camp is for 3rd 
through 5th graders. The cost is $95.00 per camper. Each 
camper must pay a $50.00 deposit to hold his/her spot. 
The church will pay the remaining fee. I have given out 
commitment forms to be filled out and returned with the 
$50.00 deposit. The deadline to return the form is Sunday, 
October 13. If you are interested in sending your child and 
have not received a form, please see me. 
Fall Festival
Our annual fall festival will be held Thursday, October 31 
from 6:00 until 8:00. This is our gift to the community. It 
is a time in which we have the opportunity to interact with 
people living in the area that we might not see the rest of 
the year.  Sign-up sheets with the ways that you can help 
with this event are on the bulletin board. We will also 
need donations of candy – lots and lots of candy. 

 

Sacks of Love
We are going into our 11th year of this ministry. Malvern 
Hill works with Midway Elementary providing sacks of 
food for children to take home on weekends. These are 
children whose families are struggling to provide even the 
basic necessities for their children. If you want to help 
with this ministry, you can help by donating money for 
the purchase of the food or by helping pack the bags. The 
time and dates we pack the bags are announced through 
the church announcements. 

Dates to Remember
Sunday October 13 – Deadline for Winter Blast
Sunday October 27 – Prepare For Fall Festival
Wednesday October 30 – No Wednesday Night Activities
Thursday October 31 – Fall Festival
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
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Dealing with Difficult
How do you deal with difficult people? 
We've all had a boss, co-worker, friend, or family member 
that's just difficult; someone unreasonable who has 
unrealistic expectations, someone wholly self-centered 
and selfish.
Parents, for all those in your life, there are twice that 
many in your teenager's life. Because, at least for you, life 
has naturally grouped you in places of commonality. For 
the difficult family member, you're either kin by blood or 
married into, thus having a common interest somewhere. 
For the difficult co-worker, you are at least working at the 
same company, and that gives you like goals. For the 
difficult boss, it is incredible how much you can take to 
get your paycheck. But for your teenager, often they are 
grouped with those they have nothing in common. They 
are in classes and at lunch with those whose goals are 
different; their backgrounds are different; their beliefs are 
different; and that paycheck doesn't come encouraging 
them to endure.  
What do you do? 
Number 1, decide whether you should deal with the 
difficult person at all. Yes, love them and share the gospel 
with them. Realize, when I say deal, I mean: Should you 
spend time and energy endeavoring to further the 
relationship between you and the difficult person? Often, 
but not always, you have a choice. You get to decide 
whether the relationship is worth dealing with. 
Remember, Hebrews 12:1 says that we must lay 
aside every weight and sin to run our race for Jesus. There 
are things in your life, there are weights, holding you back 
and keeping you from running your race. What are they? 
Who are they? Are they worth it?

Number 2, you must pray. Prayer changes things (James 
5:16). Prayer changes because He who hears your 
prayers has the power to change. You can't change 
someone's heart, but God can. Pray like I heard a country 
preacher once pray. He said when he runs into someone 
difficult, he prays, "Lord, change their ways, or, change 
my want to.”
Number 3, get your mess in order. James 1:22-24 tells us 
to look at ourselves in the mirror—the mirror, in this 
case, is the gospel—and transform what is wrong with us 
so we can do what God's word says to do. Maybe it's not 
a them thing, perhaps it a you thing; it's your problem 
that needs to be addressed. 
Number 4, build a bridge and get over it. Find a way to 
see beyond the problem and to the person. If the person 
is worth dealing with, then that bridge must be protected 
at all cost. Matthew 17:24-27 tells the story of Jesus 
paying the tax he didn't owe. Paying the tax means that if 
they are worth the time and energy, you pay the tax you 
don't owe to maintain the relationship, to protect the 
bridge, and if possible, shorten the distance between the 
two of you.
Number 5, proclaim the gospel. There's an old 
missionary story about a guy who walked into an African 
village looking for his missionary friend. Wondering if 
his friend had been to this village, he asked someone, 
"Have you heard the gospel?" The reply was no, and then 
yes. They said that they didn't hear the gospel first, they 
saw it first, before they ever heard it. Look like Jesus and 
then tell them about Jesus. If you take seriously the 
suggestions above, then the difficult person will know 
what Jesus looks like before you ever mention his name. 
Learn to deal with difficult people, so that you may teach 
your teenagers to do likewise.
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10-2    Clay and Gregg Williams
10-6    Jason and Julie Jordan
10-15  Victor and Darlene Thomas
10-15  Michael and Neva Arrington
10-16  Talley and Tara Truesdale
10-18  Scott and Michell Holden
10-18  Donnie and Renee Broughton
10-23   Scott and Erin Taylor
10-26   Lee and Kristie Williams
10-26   Tommy and Lori Brownfield
10-30   Larry and Vickie Patton

10-1     Bella Bennett
10-2     Will Mathis
            Madison Williams
10-4     Brooke Jordan
            Joshua Taylor 
10-6     Jason Sparks
10-7     Jenny Branham
            Ted Dowey
            Jim Mathis
10-8     Braiden Brazell
            Stacy McCaskill
10-9     Mary Andrews
10-11   Grace Holden
10-12   Olivia Arrington
            Linda Branham
            Pam Childers
            Billy Sparks
10-13   Brody Dowey
            Carson Holden
            Lindsey Spitzer
            Haven Thomas
10-15   Ella Brinson
10-16   Mari Jones
10-17   Gage Thomas
10-18   Ryan Davis
            Becky Stephens
            Caroline Tolbert
10-20   Hank Tarte
10-21   James Brinson
            Ashley Elliott
            Wayne Watts
10-22   Easton Colvin
            Ally Stephens
10-23   Brynna Chestnut
            Libby Cunningham
10-25   Ginger Chestnut
            Sullivan McKoy
10-26   Buster Morris
10-28   Cody Bowers
            Maddox Freeman
10-31   Edith Mosier
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